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As November settles in and
temperatures begin to drop,
your HVAC system will soon
become one of the hardest-
working appliances in your
home. Before your system
undergoes all that extra work
this winter, now is a great
time to ensure it is optimized
and ready to go.

Start with something simple.
One of the easiest and most
effective measures you can
take is checking filters. A
clogged or dirty filter makes
it harder for air to move
through your system, which
can cause it to work longer
and harder than necessary.
Check filters regularly and
replace them according

to the manufacturer’s
recommendations. Vents
matter too. Take a look
around your home to make
sure furniture, curtains, rugs
and other household items
aren’t blocking any supply or
return vents.

If you have a heat pump,
your outdoor unit also
deserves extra attention
this time of year. Falling
leaves, limbs and other
debris can collect around the
unit and restrict airflow, so
keep the area around your
outdoor unit clear. Be sure
to follow the manufacturer’s
instructions for cleaning

recommendations. If you
have a traditional central air
conditioning system, your
outdoor unit will likely remain
idle during winter months,
but it’s still good practice to
keep it clear of debris.

Don’t overlook what you can’t
see. With forced-air systems,
ductwork plays an essential
role in delivering heated air
throughout your home. Leaks,
gaps or disconnected sections
can allow conditioned air

to escape before it reaches
the rooms where you need

it. If you’ve noticed rooms
that never seem to get
comfortable or unusually
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high energy use, ask an HVAC
professional to inspect your
ductwork.

Fall is also an ideal time for

a professional tune-up. A
technician can inspect your
heating system, identify
potential problems and make
sure it is operating safely and
efficiently before the coldest
weather arrives. Regular
professional maintenance can
also help extend the life of
your equipment.

Finally, take more control

of your energy use by
proactively managing your
thermostat. There’s no reason
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Optimize Your HVAC System

to heat an empty house.
Lowering the temperature
when you’re asleep or away
can help reduce energy use.
Better yet, a programmable
or smart thermostat can
make those adjustments
automatically, taking one
more thing off your to-do list.

As your trusted energy
partner, we believe savings
and efficiency are within
reach for everyone,

and we want to help you
get there. That’s why Corn

Belt Energy offers free home
energy audits. An ene rgy
audit provides a holistic view
of your home’s efficiency.

Understanding how your
home uses energy can help
determine the best ways to
adjust energy consumption,
improve problem areas

and ultimately keep more
money in your wallet. An
energy audit can also identify
potential safety issues
surrounding electrical wiring
and HVAC systems, making

40 Years of Service, A Lasting Legacy

After 40 years of dedicated
service, Corn Belt Energy is
saying a heartfelt thank you
to Rae F. Payne as he retires
from the Corn Belt Energy
Board of Directors.

Rae began serving on the
board in 1986, serving as
Board Chairman for 38 years
and spending four decades
representing Corn Belt Energy
members and helping guide
the cooperative through
tremendous growth and
change. His commitment to
our members, our employees,
and the cooperative has been
a constant throughout his
years of service.

We are incredibly grateful

for the time, leadership, and
dedication Rae has given to
Corn Belt Energy. His impact
on our cooperative will be felt
for years to come.
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With Rae's retirement, Pete
Borowski has been elected
to serve as Chairman of
Corn Belt Energy Board of
Directors. We look forward
to his leadership as the
cooperative continues

your home safer.

Your home heating system
has an important job this
winter. Giving it a little

extra attention this fall to
help the system operate
more efficiently, reduce
unnecessary energy use

and potentially prevent an
inconvenient breakdown on a
cold winter night.

Request an energy audit
by calling our office at 309-
662-5330.

serving our members and
communities.

Thank you, Rae,
and congratulations on an
incredible 40 years of service.

From left: Newly elected Board Chairman Pete Borowski,
retiring Board Chairman Rae Payne and President/CEO Ryan Campbell



Holiday cooking: Save energy in the kitchen

During the holiday season,
you may spend more time
cooking, baking and prepping
for family and friends. A few
small changes can help you
save energy, lower utility
costs and keep your kitchen
running efficiently.

Saving energy in the kitchen
starts with using the right
appliance for the job, keeping
equipment in good condition
and making simple changes to
everyday cooking habits.

Cooking and prep

e Use small appliances
when possible. Choose an
air fryer, microwave, slow
cooker or toaster oven for
small meals or side dishes.
They often use less energy
than a full-size oven.

e Keep the stovetop
clean. Clean burners
and surfaces help heat
transfer evenly.

e Match the pan to the
burner. Using a small pan
on a large burner wastes
heat. Choose a burner
that closely matches the
size of the pan.

e Cover pots and pans. Lids
keep heat inside, help
water boil faster and
allow food to cook evenly
at lower settings.

e Keep the oven door
closed.

e Use the oven light instead
of opening the door to
check on food. Opening
the door lets heat escape
and makes the oven work
harder.

e Thaw frozen foods ahead
of time. Move frozen
foods to the refrigerator
in advance to avoid
microwave defrosting.

e Cook more at once. Bake

multiple dishes together
when possible and make
larger portions to freeze
for later.

Cut food into small pieces.
Small pieces of vegetables
and meat cook faster and
more evenly than large
ones.

Skip the self-cleaning
cycle. Use it sparingly,
since it requires very

high heat and uses extra
energy.

Turn down the thermostat
while cooking. Cooking
and baking can warm your
home quickly, especially
when guests are gathered.

Refrigeration

Let leftovers cool slightly.
Allow hot foods to cool
before refrigerating (but
do not leave them out

too long). This keeps your
refrigerator from working
harder to cool warm food.
Check the door seal. Make
sure the refrigerator door
closes tightly. Test the

seal by closing the door
on a dollar bill. If it slides
out easily, the gasket may
need to be replaced.
Prevent frost buildup.
Too much frost can make
the freezer work harder
to maintain the right
temperature.

Keep it full, but not
crowded. Refrigerators
work best when cold air
can circulate.

Dishwashing

Run full loads. Wait until
the dishwasher is full
before running it to make
the most of each cycle.
Skip heated dry. Use

the air-dry or eco-mode
setting to dry dishes while
reducing energy use.

Small changes in how you
cook, cool and clean up can
help save energy, no matter
the season.

Happy Holidays from Corn
Belt Energy.
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Line personnel from Corn
Belt Energy Corporation
participated in the annual
Lineworker’s Safety

Rodeo coordinated by the
Association of Illinois Electric
Cooperatives (AIEC) on
Thursday, Sept. 24. Twenty-
two teams from 15 electric
co-ops, two municipal electric
utilities and four line school
students participated in

the friendly competition.
Five competed individually.
The event was held at the
LLCC Line School yard in
Springfield.

Corn Belt Energy personnel
competed in three teams:
1) Tanner Holoch, Mitchell
Mosbach and Dustin
Shawback; 2) Cody Collins,
Landon Finch and Evan
Reynolds; and 3) Mitchell
Cleaver, Zach Gaines and
Caden Sipma-Dysico. They
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Lineworker's Safety Rodeo 2026
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competed against teams from
across lllinois in events using
skills that focus on agility,
speed and accuracy. While
these skills are part of the
judging criteria, above all,
participants are judged on
safe work practices.

Line personnel competed
in an egg climb, a cutout
change, an H-structure
crossover, the hurt man
rescue and a transition
climbing challenge.

Scores for each event are
based on completion time,
proper execution of the task
and safety. Deductions were
made to a team or individual’s
overall performance score
due to mistakes such as
slipping when climbing poles,
dropping tools or executing
inappropriate procedures or
methods.

309-662-5330 | cbec@cornbeltenergy.com | www.cornbeltenergy.com |

1 Energy Way, Bloomington, IL 61705 | Office Hours: Monday - Friday, 8:00 AM to 4:30 PM

Congratulations to our
lineworkers on their efforts.
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