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The modern substation
Keeping communities powered
E L E C T R I C  S U B S TAT I O N S  S I T  AT  the center of 
power grids and are essential to keeping the lights 
on in our communities. You’ve seen them — 
those fenced-in areas fi lled with metal structures, 
wires and heavy equipment. Th ey may not look 
fl ashy, but they’re one of the most important 
behind-the-scenes components of the grid.

Substations take power from high-voltage 
transmission lines and convert it to the lower 
voltages that get distributed through the power 
lines you see every day. Th ese lines provide power 
to your home, farm or business. Every light 

switch you fl ip and every device 
you charge depend on a substa-
tion doing its job without interrup-
tion. Th ese facilities work quietly in 
the background, yet they shape the 
comforts of daily life. Illinois’ elec-
tric co-ops work 24/7 to maintain 
and improve these substations.

Substations began as simple 
switching points that handled basic 
voltage changes. Early designs used 
bulky equipment and manual con-
trols. As communities grew, electric 
demand on the grid grew with them. 

Today’s substations utilize 
advanced sensors, automated con-
trols and digital communication 
systems, allowing cooperatives to 
bett er manage the grid. Th ese tools 
help co-ops respond faster to out-

ages, monitor equipment health and manage 
energy with more precision.

A modern substation protects your commu-
nity from disruption. It isolates problems, keeps 
dangerous faults from spreading and supports 
important line equipment across long distances. 
When a substation faces a major issue, such as a 
storm or wildlife contact, the impact is immediate: 

Communities lose power. Th ese events remind us 
how central substations are to modern life.

Communities add new homes, businesses, irri-
gation systems and commercial buildings every 
year. Each addition increases the load on the grid. 
Th at’s why co-ops build new substations and 
upgrade older ones to keep pace with the growth. 

Modern substation designs use equipment 
that requires less strenuous maintenance while 
improving system protection. Smart-enabled 
protection devices reduce the time needed to 
identify and isolate faults. Th ese advanced moni-
toring tools give co-ops bett er visibility into real-
time grid conditions. 

For the surrounding community, these invest-
ments lead to stronger service and reliability. You 
experience fewer outages. Your farm or business 
gains resiliency. Your home appliances run on 
steadier voltage. 

Modern substations also help cooperatives 
manage costs. Instead of building miles of new 
line, a well-placed substation can support grow-
ing neighborhoods or rural industries with less 
construction and lower long-term investment.

Substations also support the changing energy 
landscape. Renewable energy systems, electric 
vehicles and electrifi ed commercial and industrial 
operations need modern control points. Modern 
substations allow co-ops to integrate these 
resources without sacrifi cing reliability. Th ey help 
manage energy across widespread areas and keep 
the grid balanced during peak conditions.

Substations serve as the quiet backbone of 
the electric system. When they operate well, 
communities thrive. When they falter, every-
thing from daily chores to essential services are 
impacted. Electric cooperatives will continue to 
invest in these facilities to support safe, reliable 
and aff ordable service for every member in every 
community they serve. 

Jeffrey Groenewold writes 
on consumer and cooperative 
affairs for the National Rural 
Electric Cooperative Association, 
the national trade association 
representing more than 900 local 
electric cooperatives. 

PHOTO COURTESY OF BARB FOWLER
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Eye Doctor Helps
Legally Blind To See

High Technology For Low Vision Patients Allows Many To Drive Again

F
or many patients with 
 macular degeneration 
and other vision-related 
 conditions, the loss of  central 
visual detail also  signals 

the end to one of the last bastion of 
 independence:  driving. A Mascoutah 
 optometrist, Dr. Marianne McDaniel, 
is using  miniaturized telescopes that 
are mounted in glasses to help people 
who have lost vision from  macular 
 degeneration and other eye conditions.
 “Some of my patients consider me 
the last stop for people who have vision 
loss,” said Dr. McDaniel, one of only a 
few doctors in the world who  specialize 
in fi tting bioptic telescopes to help those 
who have lost vision due to  macular 
degeneration, diabetic  retinopathy, and 
other debilitating eye diseases.
 Imagine a pair of glasses that can 
improve your vision enough to change 
your life. If you’re a low vision patient, 
you’ve probably not only imagined 
them, but have been searching for 

them. Bioptic telescopes may be the 
breakthrough in optical technology that 
will give you the independence you’ve 
been looking for. Patients with vision 
in the 20/200 range can many times be 
improved to 20/50 or better.
 Macular degeneration is the 
 leading cause of blindness and vision 
loss in people over 50. Despite this, 
most adults are not familiar with the 

 condition. As many as 25% of those 
over the age of 50 have some degree of 
macular degeneration. The macula is 
only one small part of the retina; how-
ever, it is the most sensitive and gives 
us sharp central vision. When it degen-
erates, macular  degeneration leaves a 
blind spot right in the  center of vision, 
making it diffi  cult or  impossible to rec-
ognize faces, read a book, or pass the 
driver’s vision test.

 Nine out of 10 people who have 
macular degeneration have the dry 
form. New research suggests vitamins 
can help. The British medical jour-
nal BMC Ophthalmology recently 
reported that 56% of patients treated 
with a high-dose combination of vita-
mins experienced improved vision 
after six months.
 While age is the most signifi cant 
risk factor for developing the disease, 
heredity, smoking, cardiovascular 
 disease, and high blood pressure have 
also been identifi ed as risk factors.
 Macular degeneration accounts 
for 90% of new legal blindness in the 
U.S. While there is currently no cure, 
 promising research is being done on 
many fronts. “My job is to fi gure out 
everything and anything possible to 
keep a person functioning, especially 
driving,” says Dr. McDaniel.
 “Bioptic telescopes can cost 
over $2,000,” said Dr. McDaniel, 
 “especially if we build them with an 
automatic sunglass.”
 “The major benefi t of the bioptic 
telescope is that the lens  automatically 
focuses on whatever you’re  looking 

at,” said Dr. McDaniel. “It’s like a 
self- focusing camera, but much more 
precise.”
 To learn more about  bioptic 
 telescopes or to schedule a 
 consul tation, give Dr. McDaniel a call. 
You can also visit our websites.

www.mascoutaheyecare.com

1-618-566-8899
Offi  ce located in Mascoutah, Illinois

Marianne McDaniel, O.D.

Illinois

A scene as it might be viewed by a person 
with age-related macular degeneration.

ADVERTISEMENT

ADVERTISEMENT



Memorial Day is a time to pause and remember the brave 
men and women who made the ultimate sacrifice while serving 

our country. Their courage and dedication helped secure the 
freedoms we enjoy every day. 

As a member-owned electric cooperative, we are proud 
to serve a community built on those same values of service, 

sacrifice and commitment to one another. This Memorial Day, we 
encourage our members to take a moment to reflect, honor our 

fallen heroes, and spend time with loved ones.

From all of us at your electric cooperative, we wish you a 
safe and meaningful Memorial Day.

Memorial
Day

Remember and honor
–—–—–——–—–—–—–—–—–—–—–—–—–—–—–
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M A Y
C H E C K L I S T
Simple summer savings

Adjust your 
thermostat. 
Save energy 
by raising your 
thermostat a few degrees. 
Even a small adjustment 
can reduce cooling costs 
without sacrificing comfort.

Check the air 
filter. A clean 
air filter helps 
your system run 

more efficiently and keeps cool 
air flowing. Check your filter 
monthly during the summer 
and replace it when it’s dirty.

Think 
small when 
cooking. 
Use smaller 
appliances, like slow cookers 
or air fryers, instead of the 
oven on hot days. Cooking 
indoors can heat up your 
home, making your air 
conditioner work harder.

Adjust the 
curtains. 
Close blinds or 
curtains during 

the hottest part of the day to 
keep the sun from heating 
your home. This simple step 
can help your air conditioner 
work less, which saves energy. 

Co-op students meet Illinois lawmakers 
Future Illinois leaders got a front-row seat to 
government in action on March 25 as 168 
students sponsored by 24 electric and tele-
phone cooperatives across the state traveled to 
Springfield for Youth Day. 

“The annual event gives students an oppor-
tunity to engage with elected officials, explore 
the State Capitol and learn how cooperative 
principles connect with leadership and public 
service,” said Brooke Gross, member services 
manager at the Association of Illinois Electric 
Cooperatives and facilitator of its youth pro-
grams. “Co-ops are committed not only to pro-
viding reliable service but also to investing in 
future generations.”

Youth Day is designed to introduce young 
leaders to state government and the cooperative 

principles that serve their communities. Students 
met with their own elected officials to experience 
the workings of state government firsthand.

“When I think of politicians, I think big and 
scary people,” said Qynlin Brown, a student who 
was sponsored by Clay Electric Co-operative. 
“But I talked to Senator Jason Plummer, and he 
was really nice. He was very friendly, and he was 
open to all of our questions and [about] his life 
experiences. He gave us great advice.”

In addition, students met Illinois State 
Treasurer Michael Frerichs. He shared his journey 
from a small town in Illinois to his current role, 
emphasizing the importance of finding interesting 
and challenging opportunities. He encouraged the 
students to pursue their passions, participate and 
become lifelong learners. Continued on page 8

Pictured counterclockwise from top: State Representative Patrick Windhorst, State Senator Terri Bryant, State Senator Steve McClure 
and State Representative C. D. Davidsmeyer talking with co-op students during Youth Day.
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Sudoku
by Myles Mellor and Susan Flanagan
To solve the puzzle , each row, column and 
box must contain each of the numbers 1 to 9. 
Level: Medium
Solution on page 33.

It’s time to test your knowledge with a 
new Illinois Trivia Challenge! This month, 
we are focusing on Route 66. 

1. A quirky roadside attraction 
in Atlanta features a giant Paul Bunyan statue 
holding what food?

a. An ice cream cone
b. A hot dog
c. A donut

2. Which Illinois Route 66 museum city is famous 
for having more than 20 large outdoor murals 
celebrating the road? 

a. Pontiac
b. Normal
c. Joliet 

3. The Route 66 Sky View Drive-In, one of the oldest 
operating drive-ins, is in which Illinois city? 

a. Litchfi eld
b. Carlinville
c. Staunton

4. What massive roadside structure in Collinsville is 
a National Historic Landmark along Route 66? 

a. World’s Largest Milk Bottle
b. World’s Largest Catsup Bottle
c. Giant Soda Can Tower

ILLINOIS TRIVIA 
CHALLENGE

Answers are on page 33.

Th ey also met Micah Anderson, 
the 2025-26 Illinois Youth Leadership 
Council representative, who was spon-
sored by Adams Telephone Co-Operative 
 for the 2025 Youth Day and Youth Tour in 
Washington, D.C. He said that represent-
ing Illinois has been one of the most ful-
fi lling things he’s done in his life.

“Th roughout the year, I’ve grown in 
many ways that I could have never imag-
ined,” Anderson said. “I never thought 
that I would be able to see myself as a 
leader. ... I’m a testament to the growth 
that you can undergo if you take advan-
tage of the opportunities that are placed 
in front of you. I challenge you all to do 
the same.”

Aft er lunch, several students had 
the opportunity to visit the Abraham 
Lincoln Presidential Library and 

Museum. “Th e [museum] was the cool-
est experience,” said Kasen Humke, 
who was sponsored by Adams Electric 
Cooperative. “We got to see all kinds of 
stuff  about the Civil War, about Lincoln’s 
assassination, and just about his life, 
and how he went from a small boy all 
the way to  [the] President of the United 
States  who led us through one of the 
hardest times in our country’s history.”

At the end of the day, att endees 
were interviewed for the chance to par-
ticipate in Youth Tour, an annual trip 
to Washington, D.C., also sponsored by 
Illinois electric and telephone coopera-
tives. Th is year’s trip will be held June 
15-22. Follow along on their journey by 
going to facebook.com/ILYouthTour. 

AIEC

“Youth Day” continued from page 7

Top: The group of 168 students attending Youth Day pos e in front of the State Capitol. Bottom left: State 
Representative Travis Weaver meets co-op students in his district. Bottom  right: Students representing Corn Belt 
Energy Corporation enjoying the Lincoln Presidential Library and Museum.
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Geothermal is like finding magic in your backyard.
Turn your wishes of lower energy costs into reality with a residential geothermal unit from 
WaterFurnace. Our systems tap into free, renewable energy stored in the ground to deliver 
reliable, consistent comfort and real savings on heating, cooling, and hot water. They’re twice as 
efficient as traditional HVAC systems, last 40% longer, and cut energy bills by as much as 70%.

Stop wishing and start saving with geothermal from WaterFurnace. 
Visit waterfurnace.com to learn how to turn “Too Good To Be True” into “True.”

TOO GOOD TO BE TRUE

The Reliable Renewable is a trademark of WaterFurnace International, Inc. visit us at waterfurnace.com

YOUR LOCAL WATERFURNACE DEALERS

Bloomington/Normal
Design Air
(217) 423-4713

Hinrichsen Htg & A/C 
(309) 965-2604

Popejoy Plmb, Htg, 
Elct & Geo
(815) 692-4471

Carbondale/Marion/
Harrisburg
D&C Htg & Clg
(618) 997-6577

Parker Htg & Clg
(618) 357-8951

Champaign/Urbana
Hoveln Htg & Clg
(217) 643-2125

Damiansville
Toennies Service Co.
(618) 248-5130

Decatur
Design Air 
(217) 423-4713

Fairbury
Popejoy Plmb, Htg,
Elct & Geo
(815) 692-4471

Gifford
Duden & Silver
(217) 568-7954

Goodfield
Hinrichsen Htg & A/C 
(309) 965-2604

Kanakakee/Will/Iroquois
L&H Services
(815) 242-2576

Macomb
Arnold Bros. Htg & Clg 
(309) 833-2852

Paxton/Gibson City
Houston Plmb, 
Htg & A/C
(217) 379-2329

Springfield/Virden
Snell Pbg & Htg
(217) 965-3911

Taylorville
Yard Htg & Clg
(217) 824-4737



Where is it?
The winners of the March hidden 
object  contest were Susan Groves of 
Coles-Moultrie Electric Cooperative 
and Brett Mapel of Corn Belt Energy 
Corporation. Congratulations! Your 
ICL campfi re mugs have been sent.
 The ladybug hidden in the April 2026 
issue was on page 12 in the Datebook 
section. Winners’ names will be 
drawn, and they will be notifi ed. Visit 
Illinois Country Living on Facebook 
after each month’s deadline for a 
closeup of the object’s location and 
winners’ names.
 It’s time for a new hidden object 
search. To celebrate Route 66’s 100th 
anniversary, be on the lookout for a 
camera, a tool necessary for photo 
ops along the route. The symbol is 
pictured above.  It can vary in size 
and will not be hidden on this page, a 
lettered page or in an ad.  
 Entries must include your name, 
address, name of your electric co-op 
(nonmembers are also eligible), and 
the page number and location of the 
symbol. Visit icl.coop/hiddenobject and 
fi ll out the entry form (also found under 
Contact Us on the website) or mail 
a postcard or letter to Illinois Country 
Living, Hidden Objects, 6460 S. 6th St. 
Frontage Road East, Springfi eld, IL 
62712. We will NOT accept entries via 
phone call or email. 
 All entries must be received by the 
25th of the publication month. Only 
one entry is allowed per household 
every month. If multiple entries per 
household are submitted, only the 
fi rst will be considered. Winners’ 
names and the symbol’s location will 
be published in each month’s issue of 
Illinois Country Living. 

Bolstering power transmission
Th e electric grid needs our help. Be it from new 
industrial complexes, data centers to serve all 
things AI, more gaming and electrifi cation at 
home  to electric vehicles, today’s  energy demand 
requires more power  than ever before.  

To keep up, new transmission equipment must 
be built, and existing transmission lines must be 
upgraded with the latest technology to move larger 
amounts of electricity, improve reliability and with-
stand Mother Nature. Transmission equipment  
 is essential in moving large amounts of electricity 
from where power is produced to  the communi-
ties rural electric co-ops serve. 

Each year, thousands of power lines and poles 
are destroyed by more extreme weather, from 
derechos to icy blizzards . Historic winter storms 
like Uri and Fern seem to be making them-
selves at home in the South. Th e good news is 
that electric co-ops are completing transmission 
builds and breaking ground on new ones. 

Generation and transmission co-ops that 
deliver wholesale power to  electric co-op s are 
doing their part to reinforce regional transmis-
sion backbones with stronger poles and power 
lines. Th ey are also developing projects to reach 
even the most remote wind, solar  and other 
 energy resources to power the grid .

But building new transmission takes a lot of 
time. Many years in fact.  Th at’s not because of the 
construction itself but the painstaking process for 
gaining approvals from state and federal agencies.

Yet, Mary Ann Ralls, senior director and 
regulatory counsel for the National Rural 
Electric Cooperative Association (NRECA), 
said , “Electric co-ops are successfully demon-
strating that their proposed facilities are neces-
sary to relieve regional congestion and enhance 
system reliability.” 

Th e public and owners of property where 
power lines will be hoisted to serve consumers also 

have a  say when it comes to siting transmission 
and allowing projects to go forward. Th at’s where 
electric co-ops’ member relations really shine. 

It’s not unusual for co-ops to go  beyond the 
prescribed number of public hearings on a pro-
posed transmission project and to meet con-
cerned members  where they are. Th at includes 
rotatory clubs or even one-on-one visits. 

Electric co-ops exist to serve their members 
with safe, aff ordable  and reliable electricity. Th eir 
ability to build strong ties with the communi-
ties  they serve can go a long way when the need 
arises for critical infrastructure . 

With their members in mind, co-ops seek out 
the most effi  cient ways to build transmission. For 
example, they upgrade lines in existing property 
rights-of-way and use the most durable technolo-
gies and equipment to keep costs in check and 
sustain reliability well into the future.

Increased power line capacity will reduce 
costs associated with transmission congestion, 
which makes moving energy across the grid par-
ticularly expensive. Th is in turn will help keep 
your monthly bill lower.

When co-ops can beef up power lines, eco-
nomic benefi ts can be felt in the community, 
too. Rural areas with modern, high-voltage trans-
mission are att ractive to large job-creating busi-
nesses. Local employment and small business 
also experience upticks. For co-ops , taking on 
these complex projects comes down to serving 
their members.

“Electric  co-ops have a long history of serving 
their members, and that  commitment is driving 
their work to develop new transmission capacity 
to meet the nation’s rising electricity demand,” 
said Patt i Metro, NRECA’s senior grid operations 
and reliability director. 

Cathy Cash, NRECA

PHOTO COURTESY OF NRECA
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DOWNED POWER LINE and 
Vehicle Safety
In an accident involving a power line: 
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If you notice smoke or fire: 
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 Solution on page 33.

 MAY 2026 • ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING 11

Across
 1 Essential Mother ’s 

Day gift s
 6 Crew ____: 

fashionable wear 
over the feet

 9 Small green 
vegetable

10 Daisy-like fl ower
11 Mediterranean fruit 

used for EVOO
13 Stretch out
14 Cabernet or Pinot, 

2 words
17 Relaxation retreat
18 Neither’s partner
19 Latish lunchtime
21 Catch
22 Proceed
23 Neighborhoods, 

informally
26 Start!
27 White wading bird
29 Th erapeutic 

rubdown
32 Leonardo __ Vinci
33 Where a mom can 

keep all her cooking 
secrets, 2 words

37 Owing
38 Night before
40 Cleansing product 

for the shower, 
2 words

41 Sweet fruit spreads

Down
 1 Pleasant scent
 2 Choose
 3 Tiny
 4 Pierced jewelry
 5 Bathroom fi xture 

with a head

 6 English blue cheese
 7 Tray with a dairy 

spread on it
 8 Summer footwear
12 Roman numeral six
15 Light touch
16 Twelve o’clock
20 Old horses
24 Exist
25 Woodworking 

groove
28 Put through a sieve
30 Mellow jazz 

instrument, abbr.
31 Decorative pitchers
33 Massage action
34 Climbing vine
35 Church bench
36 Public transport 

vehicle
39 Breakfast drink, 

briefl y



    

International Carillon Festival
MAY

21-24
The 64th Annual International Carillon Festival returns 
Memorial Day weekend, bringing world-renowned carillonists 
from across the globe to Springfield. Presented by the 

Springfield Park District with support from The Rees Carillon Society and 
The Carillon Belles, the free, family-friendly event invites guests to enjoy 
picnic-style concerts on the lawn. All concerts run for about 45 minutes.

May 21-24, 2026: 6:30-9 p.m.
Thomas Rees Memorial Carillon, 1740 W. Fayette Ave., Springfield
Admission: free
carillon-rees.org/event/carillon-festival

Superman Celebration
JUNE

12-14
The annual Metropolis Superman Celebration offers a fun, family-
friendly weekend packed with a carnival, celebrity guests, and 
talented comic artists and authors. Visitors can enjoy interactive 

events like Superman Q&As, superhero contests, the Super Girl/Boy 
pageant, the Super Dog competition and a 5K Fun Run. It’s an unforgettable 
experience for every Superman fan.

June 12-14, 2026: all day
Downtown, 607 Market St., Metropolis
Admission: free
supermancelebration.net

Rockford Peaches Playdate
Step back into the 1940s as the Women of the Rockford 
Peaches Living History League take the field at Midway 
Village. Gates open at 10 a.m. for a day filled with vintage 

baseball, family activities, museum access — including the Rockford 
Peaches exhibit — and special appearances from the International 
Women’s Baseball Center. Fans are encouraged to dress in 1940s 
style, enjoy light concessions, explore historic memorabilia and 
catch the 1 p.m. game from the bleachers or their own lawn chairs. 

May 23, 2026: 1-3 p.m.
Midway Village Museum, 6799 Guilford Road, Rockford
Admission: varies
midwayvillage.com/rockford-peaches-midway.html

Route 66 Tractor Drive
JUNE

20
Celebrate the 100th anniversary of Route 66 with a one-of-
a-kind Tractor Drive. Dozens of tractors — from freshly 
polished classics to hardworking machines with decades 

of history — will roll out at 9:30 a.m. from the Litchfield Museum & 
Route 66 Welcome Center. The 35-mile drive will travel three historic 
alignments of the Mother Road. Hosted by the Mid-State Collectors 
Club, the event welcomes all brands of tractors. Bring your tractor — 
or come watch history roll by. 

June 20, 2026: 9:30 a.m. start
Litchfield Museum & Route 66 Welcome Center, 334 Old Route 66 N., Litchfield
Registration fee: $10
Contact Jim Niemann at 217-324-5574 or Keith Ladage at 217-971-5917 for 
more information.

M AY

23

LET’S GO!

May 19-25
HerrinFesta 

Italiana
HERRIN

An annual celebration 
rich in Italian heritage

June 5-6
International 
Horseradish 

Festival
COLLINSVILLE
The Horseradish 

Capital of the World 
honors its prized crop

June 13
Annabelle 

Festival
ANNA

An annual community 
event featuring the 

Annabelle hydrangea

June 13-14
Salute to 

America 250
ROCK FALLS

A patriotic weekend 
celebrating America’s 
heritage and service 

members

For more 
information, a 

complete listing 
of events or to 

submit an event, 
visit icl.coop/

datebook.
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Midwest’s Largest 
Flea Market

Weekly Antique Auctions

YOU’RE NOT ALONE,
IN LIFE OR THE FIELD.

The Farm Family Resource Initiative helpline provides 
confidential support for Illinois farm families 24/7.

1-833-FARM-SOS
siumed.org/farm

FA
RM
FA

MIL
Y RESOURCE INITIATIVE

W
HAT YOU PLANT NOW, YOU WILL

HAR
VE
ST

LA
TE
R

MAY IS MENTAL HEALTH 
AWARENESS MONTH



Erin Hollinshead is the executive 
director of Safe Electricity, 
a program creating a safer, 
smarter world by providing 
lifesaving electrical safety 
education. 

Powering a safe journey
Electrical safety tips for RV camping
W H E T H E R  YO U ’ R E  H I T T I N G  T H E  road 
in the RV to enjoy a little time 
away, an extended trip at a favorite 
campground or seeing the sights of 
Route 66, as with all summer fun, 
being safe needs to be a priority.

Today’s recreational vehicles 
(RVs) provide many of the com-
forts of home, such as microwaves, 
refrigerators and other small appli-
ances. We can now vacation or “lei-
sure” with more conveniences than 
ever, but we need to consider gen-
erator and electrical safety before 
hitting the road.

Generator safety
Although many people are 

aware that CO poisoning can occur 
in homes, they may not consider 
it can happen in any enclosed 
space, including a zipped tent or 
RV. Carbon monoxide (CO) is an 
odorless, colorless gas that is pro-
duced any time fuel is burned. 

Along with generators, devices 
or appliances that produce CO 
include vehicles, small engines, 
grills, fireplaces, camping stoves, 
gas ranges and furnaces. CO can 
build up indoors or in any enclosed 
space, and it is poisonous.

Safe Electricity provides the fol-
lowing tips to keep in mind while 
enjoying your RV or other mobile 
digs, whether your generator was 
factory installed or you are using a 
portable one.

Inspect the exhaust system on 
the generator before using it and 
make sure it is in good working 
order. Do not operate a generator 
with a damaged exhaust system,  
or one that needs repairs or has 
other problems.

If you are using a portable gen-
erator, always make sure the exhaust 
is directed away from the camp-
ing area. Listen for problems (e.g., 
surging sound) when starting your 
generator, especially if it has been 
inactive for several weeks.

For that reason, run the gen-
erator at least once a week. This 
decreases moisture in the system 
and lubricates the engine seals and 
components to prevent carbon 
buildup. Properly maintain your 
generator, and be sure a CO detec-
tor is installed in your RV. 

Electrical safety
When an RV frame is electri-

cally charged, it is often referred to 
as “hot skin.” Improper wiring or 
connection, no grounding, reversed 
polarity, and loose or worn out-
lets are just some of the potential 
causes. If a hot skin hazard exists, 
simply opening the door or com-
ing into contact with the hitch can 
cause shock or electrocution.

To help prevent hot skin, your 
RV’s electrical system needs to be 
regularly tested and maintained. 
A professional electrician can help 

you make sure the wiring in your 
RV is safe. Perform a visual inspec-
tion of cords, plugs and outlets. If 
there are cracked or frayed cords or 
broken or discolored plugs or out-
lets, do not use them. Have them 
replaced or repaired. Fire extin-
guishers and fire detectors should 
also be on the checklist for safety 
precautions prior to traveling.

Always use electrical cords rated 
for the proper use. Make sure the 
power demand of the appliances 
that will be used does not exceed 
the cord’s rating. To plug your RV 
into a campground power pedestal, 
you will need a heavy-duty, four-
wire cord with a grounding wire, 
not an extension cord.

Whether you are powering 
your RV with a generator or with a 
campground hookup, you need to 
know the amperage your RV draws 
and the amperage available. If you 
try to draw more than is available, 
you can cause serious damage to 
the electrical source and your RV. 

Before using a campground 
hookup, do a visual inspection of 
the area. If the hookup appears 
damaged, request another spot. 
Making the campground manage-
ment aware of the damage will also 
help future campers at that site. In 
addition, never plug more than one 
RV into a single hookup. 

For more information on electri-
cal safety, visit SafeElectricity.org. 
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W H I T E T A I L P R O P E R T I E S . C O M
Whitetail Properties Real Estate, LLC DBA Whitetail Properties, DBA 
Whitetail Properties Real Estate. Licensed in IL - Debbie S. Laux, Broker.

LAND 
SALES & 
AUCTIONS

A DIVISION/TRADE NAME OF 
WHITETAIL PROPERTIES REAL ESTATE

ROD SHEPARD
CENTRAL ILLINOIS 
BROKER, LAND SPECIALIST

217.801.5730

ADAM CRUMRIN
EAST CENTRAL ILLINOIS 
BROKER, LAND SPECIALIST

217.276.2334

CONTACT YOUR LOCAL LAND SPECIALISTS

6.833x4.875_Ad_Adam Crumrin-Rod Shepard_1-25.indd   1

Built Stronger. Lasts Longer. Looks Better.

From a small garage to tinker on your vintage automobile to an elaborate 
workshop to focus on your woodworking hobby, a residential storage and hobby 
building designed and constructed by Morton is crafted to provide a stronger, 
longer-lasting, better-looking structure customized to fi t your needs. Don’t settle 
for second best — because Morton has a quality that’s unmistakable, just like you.

Visit mortonbuildings.com or call 800-447-7436.

©2026 Morton Buildings, Inc. A listing of GC licenses available at mortonbuildings.com/licenses.4909



Miranda Boutelle is the director 
of operations and customer 
engagement at Efficiency 
Services Group in Oregon, a 
cooperatively owned energy 
efficiency company.

Are smart appliances right for you?
Short answer: It depends

W H AT  I S  A  S M A R T  appliance? Simply 
put, it connects to the internet. 
Through Wi-Fi or Bluetooth, these 
appliances can be controlled using 
your smartphone, tablet or voice-
assistant device. They’re designed to 
optimize energy use and add con-
venience. Some smart devices can 
even learn your habits.

If you are wondering if smart 
appliances are right for your home, 
the answer depends on your prefer-
ences and the types of appliances you 
already own. Do you like the new-
est tech? Do you keep your phone 
within arm’s reach? Do you enjoy the 
convenience of calling out commands 
to Alexa? Or do you prefer less tech-
nology or something in between? 
Personally, I’m in the middle. 

Many smart appliances allow you 
to see how much energy each device 
consumes. That information can be 
helpful to better understand your 
energy habits and identify where 
energy may be going to waste.

Smart thermostats are a popu-
lar choice for managing energy 
use and reducing energy waste. 
Heating and cooling systems are 
typically a home’s biggest sources 
of energy consumption. According 
to ENERGY STAR, you can save 

an average of 8% on heating and 
cooling bills with a smart thermo-
stat. Savings depend on climate, the 
type of HVAC system and how you 
use it. 

Most energy savings from a 
smart thermostat come from auto-
mating temperature adjustments 
while you are sleeping or away from 
home. If you are already good at 
manually adjusting your thermostat, 
you likely won’t see big savings, but 
you might prefer the convenience 
of a programmable device you can 
control on an app. 

Smart thermostats make it much 
easier to program your heating and 
cooling schedule. Some have geo-
fencing features that automatically 
adjust settings based on how far 
your phone is from home. 

Coming in with the second-high-
est energy user in most homes is the 
water heater. I like the smart con-
trols on my heat pump water heater. 
Also called a hybrid water heater, it 
uses heat pump technology to move 
heat instead of using energy to cre-
ate heat. That makes it two to three 
times more efficient than a conven-
tional water heater. You can save 
even more energy with smart heat 
pump water heaters. 

I can monitor energy use, 
change settings and check how 
much hot water is available before 
I jump in the shower. The app noti-
fies me when it’s time to clean the 
air filter on top of the unit. I can 
access that information without 
having to go down to the basement. 
I can even set it to vacation mode 
after I’ve left the house for a trip. 
Not all heat pump water heaters 
have smart technology, so be sure 
to check before buying. 

My refrigerator is a different story. 
I like the ability to monitor energy 
use, but it can be annoying when my 
phone notifies me that the door is 
open when I’m away at a conference. 
There are certain features that can 
only be controlled through the app, 
which I find frustrating. 

Monitoring energy use and 
making it easier to control your 
household devices are benefits of 
smart appliances. Before upgrad-
ing, do your research to understand 
how the features work and whether 
they benefit your lifestyle. Smart 
technology can help lower your 
energy use. But, in some cases, 
you’re better off improving your 
energy habits with the appliances 
already in your home. 

Smart appliance apps allow 
you to monitor energy use, 
remotely change settings 
and receive maintenance 
notifications.
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No coin brings back nostalgic memories like the Eisenhower 
Dollar. These hefty dollars bring back memories of walking 
to the drug store with your Grandpa Joe, hearing them jingle 
around in his pocket.

Last Large-Sized Dollars
Struck from 1971-1978 to honor President Dwight D. Eisenhower, 
the “Ike” was the last large-sized circulating dollar struck by the US 
Mint. But from 1971-1974, the US Mint released a special 40% Silver 

Still In Original Packaging - The Blue Ike
The Silver Ike was only available if you ordered one from the Mint. 
Each Brilliant Uncirculated silver dollar was delivered in a special 
packaging in a blue envelope. You’ll get all four coins delivered in 
their original blue envelope packaging, a miracle considering it’s 

Special Release - Only 212 Complete Sets Available
Rarcoa®, America’s Oldest Coin Company, is announcing the public 
release of 212 Complete four coin sets of the iconic Eisenhower 
Silver Dollar. Using our deep connections in the coin market, we’ve 
painstakingly assembled all four coins for you for only $123.

Silver Dollars For Less Than $31!
The silver market is going CRAZY with silver at $70/oz as we write 
this. Don’t wait to secure your 1971-1974 Blue Ike Silver Dollar Set 
for only $123 per set. Buy more and SAVE up to $5 per set when 

That’s right, you can get four SILVER DOLLARS for less than thirty 
one bucks each!

1971-1974 Blue Ike Four Piece Silver Dollar Set
1-4 sets - $123 each
5+ sets - $118 each, Save $25 or more + FREE SHIPPING

Call 1-833-304-6533
Offer Code SKSP117-1

Please mention this code when you call.
SCAN TO BUY ONLINE rarcoa.com/4-pc-ike-silver-dollar-set

Limited Release!
Cache of 212 Complete Four
Coin Sets of the Last Ike
Silver Dollars

Actual Size
38.1 mm

 Free Shipping is Standard domestic shipping only. Not valid on previous purchases. All information is correct as of the date of publication and is subject to change.
Coins and other items are sold as collectibles and not as investments. Due to the volatility in the precious metals market, prices are subject to change. © 2026 RARCOA DIRECT

Your Voice. Your Power.

Join Us
aiec.coop/iclvcp



The toll of scammers
Don’t let them take you for a ride

M Y  P H O N E  B U Z Z E D  W I T H  a text 
message that informed me, quite 
urgently, that I owed money for an 
unpaid toll. Now, this would have 
been more concerning if I regu-
larly drove through toll booths. But 

unless someone recently built one 
between my house and the local 
bait shop, it seemed unlikely. 

Still, the message looked con-
vincing. It had a logo. A refer-
ence number. A friendly but firm 
reminder that failure to pay could 
result in additional penalties. For 
just a split second, I did what most 
of us do. I considered clicking the 
link. That tiny moment of hesita-
tion is exactly what scammers are 
counting on.

Online scams have evolved. The 
old days of poorly written emails 
from foreign princes promising mil-
lions of dollars are mostly gone. 

Today’s scams are polished, timely 
and often surprisingly believable. 

Rural residents are not immune. 
In fact, scammers often assume that 
smaller communities are more trust-
ing — because, frankly, we tend to 
be. We know our neighbors. We 
answer unknown numbers because 
it might be someone local. We don’t 
assume every message is malicious.

Unfortunately, criminals under-
stand that. The fake toll text is just 
one example. Others include pack-
age delivery notifications, account 
suspension warnings from banks, 
fraudulent emails that appear to 
come from the electric co-op, or 
even calls claiming to be from a 
grandchild in trouble.

What they all share is urgency. 
They want you to act before you 
think. They don’t want you to call 
your bank to verify. They don’t want 
you to type the company’s website 
directly into your browser. They 
want you to click. Immediately.

One of the more convincing 
scams I’ve seen recently involved a 
“delivery failure” notice. It arrived 
during the holiday season — when 
many people expect packages. It 
referred to a tracking number. It 
included a logo. It even used polite, 
clear language. The only problem? I 
wasn’t expecting anything.

Scammers are getting better 
because the tools they use are getting 
better. Artificial intelligence can now 
help generate convincing messages 
without obvious spelling errors. That 
means we can’t rely on grammar mis-
takes as a red flag anymore.

So, what can we rely on? 
Slowing down. That may sound 
overly simple, but it’s effective. If 
you receive a message that demands 
immediate payment, threatens 
penalties or pressures you to 
act quickly, pause and close the 

message. Open your web browser 
and manually type the official web-
site of the company in question, or 
call the number listed on your most 
recent statement. In nearly every 
case, you’ll discover there was never 
a problem to begin with.

Electric cooperatives invest heav-
ily in cybersecurity protections to 
defend systems and protect mem-
ber data. But no organization — no 
matter how secure — can prevent 
someone from voluntarily clicking a 
malicious link. That’s why personal 
awareness matters so much.

I tell people that cybersecurity 
today is less about firewalls and 
more about habits. Do you reuse 
the same password everywhere? Do 
you click links automatically? Do 
you assume that because something 
looks official, it must be? Scammers 
don’t hack most people. They per-
suade them. And persuasion works 
best when we’re distracted.

I think about this the same way 
I think about locking my doors at 
night. I don’t live in fear. I don’t 
assume danger is waiting outside. 
But I lock the door anyway — 
not because I expect trouble, but 
because it’s a simple precaution. 
Digital life requires similar habits.

You don’t need to be suspicious 
of everything. You don’t need to 
stop answering your phone, but you 
do need to recognize that not every 
message deserves your trust. One 
practical suggestion: If you ever feel 
uncertain, ask someone else before 
acting. Sometimes a second set of 
eyes sees what we missed.

Delete that toll text message 
and remember that technology will 
keep advancing. Scams will keep 
evolving. But so will we. As long as 
we remember that urgency is often 
the first warning sign, we’ll stay one 
step ahead. 

Dan Gerard, CISSP, is the Chief 
Technology Officer for the 
Association of Illinois Electric 
Cooperatives in Springfield.
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Name (PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY)

Address Apt. No.

City State Zip

E-Mail

Limited-time Offer—Please Respond Promptly

SHOP TODAY AT BRADFORDEXCHANGE.COM/COKEYEARS

*See bradfordexchange.com for information on all that is included in your shipping and service charge. 
All sales subject to acceptance and product availability. Please allow 2-4 weeks for delivery. 

▲
Shipment One 

Diesel Locomotive

▲
Shipment Two

Engine and FREE Track Set, Power 
Pack & Speed Controller

Santa wasn’t always a jolly white-bearded man 
in a red suit. In fact, the beloved holiday icon 
that we know and love today didn’t arrive  
until 1931 thanks to the holiday advertising of 
COCA-COLA®. In tribute to more than 90 years 
of the COCA-COLA Santa, Hawthorne presents 
the COCA-COLA Through the Years Express. 
 Each car of this illuminated train features 
classic, full-color advertising art and slogans 
showcasing a different decade beginning with 
the 30’s! This highly sought and collected artwork—selected from the actual archives of The Coca-Cola Company—
refl ects priceless memories and heartwarming holiday scenes you’ll want to relive again and again!

An exceptional value you’ll fi nd quite refreshing!
Begin your illuminated HO-scale train collection with the Diesel Locomotive, yours for three easy payments 
of $29.99 each, the fi rst billed before shipment (*plus a total of $14.99 for shipping and service).  Subsequent train cars—

including the FREE tracks, power-pack and speed controller...a 
$100 value!—will be billed separately, each at the same attractive 
price and sent about one every other month. Your collection is 
backed by our best-in-the-business 365-day guarantee, and you may 
cancel at any time. Send no money now. Simply complete and mail 
the Reservation Application or visit us online today!

Fine collectible. 
Not intended for children under 14.

Coca-Cola graphics ©The Coca-Cola Company.  COCA-COLA, COKE, the Contour Bottle design, the Red Disc Icon and the 
COCA-COLA Santa are trademarks of The Coca-Cola Company. All rights reserved. Distributed by Hawthorne Village.        

© Hawthorne Village  
14-00772-001-BIVQR2

Shipment Three - Vista Dome Car
Richly decorated with full-color COCA-COLA holiday advertising art 

spanning the decades since the 30s!

Along with Shipment Two, 
you will receive a 14-piece 

track set—creates a 47” x 38” 
oval —power-pack and speed 
controller included—a $100

value—YOURS FREE!

EVERYTHING YOU NEED TO RUN YOUR TRAIN!

Yes! Please reserve my COCA-COLA® Through the
Years Express illuminated electric train set, beginning with 
the Diesel Locomotive as described in this announcement. 

SEND NO MONEY NOW.

The Bradford Exchange
9345 Milwaukee Ave., Niles, IL 60714-1393

Innovative Art and Designs of Enduring Value

Scan 
Here

14_00772_001_BIVQR2.indd   1 6/2/2025   8:20:51 AM
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Flagstaff
Williams

Kingman

Needles

TucumcaSanta Rosa
Moriarity

Santa Fe
Gallup

Holbrook
Winslow

Seligman
HackberryOatman

Barstow

Pasadena

Los Angeles

NewberrySpringsOro Grande

Santa Monica
San Bernardino JosephCity

Petrified Forest& Painted Desert

Albuquerque

Over the decades the old road has been in use, it 
has had many historical milestones. When fi rst dedi-
cated on Nov. 26, 1926, Route 66 was 2,448 miles of 
paved and unpaved state roads, stitched together and 
renamed. Signs with the black -and -white U.S. 66 shield 
led motorists through the center of more than 200 
towns, immediately earning the roadbed the title “Th e 
Main Street of America.”

Slowly, the route was paved, with Illinois being the 
fi rst state to complete the task in 1929. It would not be 
until 1938  that the entire length was surfaced.

In his 1939 novel  “Th e Grapes of Wrath, ” John 
Steinbeck immortalized Route 66 with its second nick-
name — the “Mother Road ”  — describing it as the 
“road of fl ight”  for people  seeking work in California 
as they fl ed crop failures in the Midwest and the harsh 
reality of  lost jobs during  the Great Depression. 

Th en, during World War II, the route became a mili-
tary necessity , serving as a vital  strategic corridor for 
military convoys transporting troops and equipment. 

In 1946, the song “Get Your Kicks on Route 66” was 
recorded by Nat King Cole, and later by 200 other artists. 
Th e popular lyrical travelogue kickstarted the most popu-
lar era of Route 66 and paved the way for tourism culture.

Th e beginning of the decline for the road came in 
1956 with the signing of the Interstate Highway Act by 
President Dwight D. Eisenhower. As sections of Route 
66 were replaced with interstates off ering a faster travel 
alternative, the Mother Road fell out of favor.

On June 27, 1985, aft er almost 60 years of having 
been paved, re paved, rerouted and widened, Route 66 
was offi  cially removed from the U.S. Highway System. 
Decommissioned, the fi rst long-distance highway theo-
retically no longer existed.

W H E N  S O M E O N E  L I V E S  T O  be 100, it’s a time for celebration. Th e same is true for 
Historic Route 66, which this year celebrates a century of guiding travelers 300 miles 
starting in downtown Chicago and continuing through Illinois to St. Louis, and then 
traveling another 2,148 miles on to Los Angeles. 

By Jim Winnerman
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But , it had become known throughout the world, 
and the public remembered. Small businesses that 
served Route 66 travelers in Illinois and elsewhere and 
had survived to the end  began to welcome a new type 
of traveler seeking att ractions and experiences that had 
been the fabric of the history of the road. 

Th e motels and restaurants were still there, awaiting 
a new generation who wanted to see, eat and sleep in 
authentic symbols of the past. 

With an objective of raising awareness of the impor-
tance of the route in American history, Route 66 asso-
ciations were organized in Illinois and each of the other 
seven states it passe s through. 

In 1999, the National Park Service Route 66 
Corridor Preservation Program began to provide grants 
for buildings, road segments and cultural landscapes 
along the length of the corridor. “Historic Route 66” 
signs started to appear along Illinois interstates, guiding 
travelers to sections of the old route.  

Th e result is that today U.S. Route 66 is no longer 
just a means to get to the West. At 100, new life has 
been added to the old pavement, and the road is once 
again an att raction. 

As much as 80% of the old highway is still in use, and 
some of the small establishments that served travelers 

are surprisingly still in business. Other businesses have 
opened that cater to the memory of the old highway, and 
in isolated places the scenery is not much diff erent than 
when the road was commissioned 100 years ago. 

All rekindle memories of the legendary road, and 
what a ride along its  past was like. In eff ect, it has 
become a linear museum with independent curators.

Route 66 in Illinois today
While there are too many Route 66 att ractions in 

Illinois to cover them all, here’s a glimpse of what awaits 
discovery in the state.

Th e offi  cial Route 66 starting point (or end if trav-
eling west to east) has long been at 122 S. Michigan 
Ave . in Chicago. Th ere, a pylon with information 
about the start of the historic route and the fi rst his-
toric Route 66 sign appeared with the word  under-
neath reading “BEGIN.” However, on March 25, 2026, 
the city recognized Navy Pier as the starting point of 
the iconic roadway. 

Aft er leaving Chicago, Th e Route 66 Hall of Fame and 
Museum in Pontiac is home to thousands of items relat-
ing to the road. Operated by  the Route 66 Association of 
Illinois, exhibits are devoted to the people and places in 
Illinois that contributed to the history of the road. 

ILLUSTRATIONS COURTESY OF DAN ZETTWOCH
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Chain of Rocks Bridge
Historic mile-long 
Mississippi River footbridge 
with its famous bend.Pontiac Route 66 Museum & Murals

Excellent museum plus many 
Instagram-worthy murals. 

Wilmington’s
Gemini Giant
A beloved Muffler 
Man statue in South 
Island Park.

Lou Mitchell’s
A classic breakfast spot 
known as the “first stop 
on the Mother Road.”

Route 66 Start Sign
The official starting point 
at Adams Street and 
Michigan Avenue. 

Cozy Dog Drive In
Home of the original hot 
dog on a stick.

Route 66 Hall of Fame & Museum in Pontiac, 
housed in a restored historic fi rehouse and city hall, 
features extensive memorabilia from Illinois towns 
along the route.
 The Joliet Area Historical Museum doubles as 
the Offi  cial Route 66 Visitors Center for Illinois.
 The American Giants Museum in Atlanta 
features the large fi berglass men and women 
spotted along Route 66. 

The Illinois State Fair Route 66 Experience is 
located inside Gate 2 of the fairgrounds in Springfi eld  
and highlight s  Illinois businesses from Chicago to 
Chain of Rocks Bridge along the Mother Road.
 The Route History Museum in Springfi eld offers 
a unique, immersive experience focused on Black 
history along Route 66. Included are exhibits on 
the Negro Motorist Green Book, an annual travel 
guide published from 1936 to 1964 providing Black 

travelers with lodging, dining and other information 
necessary to stay safe and comfortable prior to the 
Civil Rights Act of 1964.

Litchfi eld Museum & Route 66 Welcome Center
focuses on both local history and the legacy of 
Route 66 through a variety of exhibits, including 
Historic Route 66 artifacts and signage, displays 
about local businesses and personalities tied to the 
Mother Road, and more.

Places to go to learn more



One exhibit is a school bus 
converted by Bob Waldmire 
into a mobile home. A Route 
66 legend,  Waldmire lived in 

the bus (and earlier in a VW 
van)  from the late 1980s until his 

death in 2009, all the while creat-
ing meticulous drawings of sights he 

encountered along 66.
One att raction that originated before 

Route 66  has become an interesting stop since 
the road opened in 1928 — Funks Grove Pure Maple 
Sirup in Shirley. Although in business since 1891, the 
family-owned enterprise eventually grew to depend on 
the steady stream of customers that Route 66 brought 
to its door. 

Another favorite stop for road trippers is the Cozy 
Dog  Drive In in Springfi eld. Since the mid-1940s, the 
eatery has been serving  hot dog s dipped in a corn-
bread-type batt er and served on  stick s. Laminated 
tabletops feature an annotated cartoon map of the road, 
and shelves of books contain Route 66 reading material 
for diners to borrow. 

Th e Ariston Caf e in Litchfi eld holds the distinction 
of being one of the longest-operating restaurants along 
the legendary road. It is listed on the National Register 
of Historic  Places.

Few classic roadside motels from the Route 66 era 
remain in Illinois, but for those seeking the experience 
of a bygone era of travel , the 1950s  Carlin Villa Motel 
in Carlinville revives the nostalgic charm of the Golden 
Age of Route 66 with vintage furniture.

In Mount Olive , the canopy-style Soulsby Gas 
Station appears much like when gasoline was fi rst 
pumped  there in 1926. In 1931 , a new alignment of 
Route 66 brought it within a few feet of Soulsby’s 
pumps, and fuel continued to be sold  there until 1991. 
Preservation of the pristine station is a labor of love for 
local volunteers of the Soulsby Preservation Society.

Quirky 66 attractions 
Some towns capitalize on their roadside location 

with att ractions that have no actual relationship with 
the Mother Road. In Lincoln, a 40-foot-long wagon, 
offi  cially named “Railsplitt er,” was built by David 
Bentley  to commemorate the 75th birthday of Route 
66 in 2001. Measuring 25 feet tall and 40 feet long,  the 
landmark is recognized by the Guinness Book of World 
Records as the World’s Largest Covered Wagon. 

Near Auburn, the last hand-laid brick surface  of the 
road remains. Finished in 1931, the 1.4-mile preserved 
segment can still be traversed by automobile.

Th e Pink Elephant Antique Mall in Livingston fea-
tures a myriad of  att ractions that capture the character 
long associated with the Mother Road , that of using 
innovation and quirky approaches to entice travelers 
to stop. While the antique mall is where people shop, 
in front of the store it is the life-size pink elephant, an 
original 1960s Futuro House shaped like a UFO, and 
an ice cream shop shaped like an ice cream cone that 
are the backdrop s for photos. 

Wilmington proudly displays Th e Gemini Giant, 
a 30-foot tall, helmeted astronaut dressed in a green 
jump suit  holding a silver rocket  that was the mascot 
of several businesses in town along 66 beginning in 
1960. Today it has been preserved and can be seen in 
Wilmington’s South Island Park.

Th e Brooks Catsup Bott le water tower on the 
south side of Collinsville is claimed to be the largest 
catsup bott le in the world at 70 feet tall , perched atop 
a 100-foot stand  and having a  100,000-gallon capac-
ity  (theoretically 640,000 bott les of catsup ). Although 
not erected as a Route 66 att raction, it is  an example 
of mid-20th-century novelty architecture and is a 
popular  stop for those en  route to California.

A surprise ending
For decades , the  end of Route 66 in Illinois held one 

last surprise for unsuspecting travelers motoring their 
way into Missouri. Driving over the Chain of Rocks 
Bridge connecting the two states , they would encounter 
an unusual 30-degree turn in the middle of the bridge 
high over the Mississippi River. 

Today, the mile -long, 24 -foot -wide span welcomes 
bicycles and pedestrians instead of cars and contains 
placards about the history of the bridge and Route 66.

For a list of events celebrating the 100th anniversary 
of Route 66 through the end of 2026, visit 
illinoisroute66.org/il66centennial .  
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R O U T E  6 6  W I N D S  T H R O U G H  eight states from Illinois to 
California. Here’s a list of some of the top att ractions for the 
rest of the states. 

Missouri
• Ted Drewes Frozen Custard, St. Louis — A Mother 

Road staple  served upside down since 1929.
• Route 66 State Park, Eureka — Th e public recreation area 

located on the Meramec River at the site of the former, van-
ished town of Times Beach.

• Meramec Caverns, Stanton — A road-trip classic since the 
1930s. Billboards and barn roof signs for th ese cavern s once 
lined the entire Mother Road, and the att raction still feels 
like pure Americana.

• Bourbon Water Tower, Bourbon — Arguably the best 
selfi e stop on Route 66, the town’s water tower is one of the 
most photographed and shared sites on the road.

Kansas
• Cars on the Route, Galena — Kansas has only 13 miles of 

Route 66, but this restored Kan-O-Tex gas station — home 
to the truck that inspired “Mater” in Cars — is  a standout.

• Rainbow Bridge, Riverton — Th e last remaining Marsh 
Arch bridge on Route 66.

• Baxter Springs Independent Oil & Gas Station, Baxter 
Springs — Beautifully restored early gas station with 
great history.

Oklahoma
• Blue Whale, Catoosa — Th is giant, smiling blue whale 

beside a pond is one of Route 66’s most beloved and 
quirky landmarks.

• Arcadia Round Barn, Arcadia — Rare round barn built in 
1898, lovingly restored.

• Oklahoma Route 66 Museum, Clinton — Th e best 
museum for understanding the Mother Road’s full story.

• National Cowboy & Western Heritage Museum, 
Oklahoma City — Th e premier destination for western 
history, art and culture.

• POPS 66, Arcadia — Giant soda bott le and 700-plus 
sodas to choose from. 

By Jim McCarty DON’T MISS THESE STOPS ALONG ROUTE 66

ILLUSTRATIONS COURTESY OF DAN ZETTWOCH
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Texas
• Cadillac Ranch, Amarillo — Ten Cadillacs nose-down in 

the desert, covered in spray paint  — and you’re encouraged 
to add your own. Irreplaceable Route 66 kitsch.

• Midpoint Caf e, Adrian — Exactly halfway between 
Chicago and Santa Monica. Great pie.

• Th e Big Texan Steak Ranch, Amarillo — Over-the-top 
Texas fun; home of the 72-ounce steak challenge.

• U-Drop Inn, Shamrock — Sit where Elvis did in this 
classic diner. 

New Mexico
• Blue Swallow Motel, Tucumcari — Th e best neon on the 

entire route. Family-run, beautifully preserved rooms, and 
a true 1940s motor court experience. Even if you don’t stay, 
stop for photos.

• Albuquerque Central Avenue Neon Corridor, 
Albuquerque — Vintage motels, diners  and neon signs 
for miles.

• El Rancho Hotel, Gallup — Hollywood’s western movie 
stars stayed here; gorgeous lobby.

Arizona 
• Petrifi ed Forest and Painted Desert, Holbrook — Th e 

only national park the Mother Road drives straight through. 
Classic roadside nostalgia meets staggering natural beauty.

• Wigwam Motel, Holbrook — “Sleep in a Wigwam!” An 
unforgett able overnight.

• Oatman Ghost Town, Oatman — Wild burros, gunfi ghter 
shows  and a mountain drive you’ll never forget.

• Standin’ on the Corner Park, Winslow — Eagles ’ musical 
tribute made real.

• Meteor Crater National Landmark, Winslow — 
Enormous, well-preserved impact site.

California
• Roy’s Motel and Caf e, Amboy — A surreal desert time cap-

sule with a legendary Googie-style neon sign. Nothing cap-
tures the lonely, romantic fi nal stretch of Route 66 like Roy’s.

• Bott le Tree Ranch, Oro Grande — Elmer Long’s mes-
merizing forest of metal and glass sculptures.

• Bagdad Caf e, Newberry Springs — Filming location with 
cult status.

• Wigwam Motel, San Bernardino — Another iconic “wig-
wam village.” 

For our full list of Route 66 
attractions beyond Illinois 
visit icl.coop/rt66.
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SHOW SUPPORT

Small business owners can request to be featured in the Support Local section 
of Illinois Country Living magazine by submitting the form at icl.coop/local. 

Funks Grove
 5257 Old Route 66, Shirley
309-874-3360 • funkspuremaplesirup.com
Sirup available March through August

A M O N G  T H E  T R E E S  O F  Shirley, there is a quiet detour 
that’s like stepping back in time. A narrow road leads 
into  a grove of sugar maple trees — and at its heart 
sits an unexpected destination along Route 66 — 
Funks Grove Pure Maple Sirup. Yes, sirup, not syrup.

 Th e  air smells faintly sweet in late winter and early 
spring when  the sap begins to fl ow. Th e trees tower over-
head; some are descendants of the very maples tapped there 
nearly two centuries ago. Inside the shop, shelves are lined 
with glass bott les fi lled with amber liquid. Th is is not mass 
production. Th is is a story that began in 1824.

 Th at was when Isaac Funk arrived  on the Illinois fron-
tier and sett led this patch of land, long before highways 
and road trips defi ned the American landscape. Th e grove 
of sugar maples would prove invaluable. Like many early 
sett lers, the Funk family learned to harvest sap and boil it 
down into a sweetener. Sugar was scarce on the frontier, but 
here, nature provided. 

Still today it provides . Debby Funk  says, “It takes about 
40 years for the trees to get big enough to tap. Th ey were not 
planted to service, but naturally there.”

For decades, the family made maple sirup only for them-
selves — iron kett les hanging over open fi res and long days 
spent gathering sap by hand. It was hard work. By 1891, a 
descendant named Arthur Funk saw potential beyond the 
homestead. He built a small sugarhouse and began producing 
maple sirup commercially, selling it to travelers and neighbors.

As Route 66 became one of America’s most iconic roads, 
Funks Grove found itself perfectly positioned to greet the 
steady stream of travelers, who were att racted to the hand-
painted signs advertising pure maple sirup. Th at tradition 
has not slowed down.

Inside the shop, shelves are lined with more than just  bot-
tles of sirup. Th ere are maple candies, spreads and seasonal 
treats alongside Route 66 memorabilia.

Over the years, the family has focused on purity, quality 
and respect for the land. Th at respect is rooted in the grove 

itself. At one point, the construction of Interstate 55 threat-
ened to cut straight through the trees. It would have been the 
end of everything , but the Funk family fought to protect their 
land — and won. Th e highway was rerouted, preserving not 
just a business, but a living piece of history.

Today, Funks Grove is still family-run. Mike Funk is the 
fi ft h generation. He and his wife Debby can be found selling 
goodies in the store. Th eir son Jonathan is also a part of the 
endeavor, representing the sixth.  Newer ventures, like their 
expansion into the Kirby Family Creamery and Funks Grove 
Heritage Fruits  and Grains are natural extensions of th e 
story rather than a departure. As the family grows, so does 
the business. 

Th en there’s the name. Sirup isn’t a gimmick. It’s a deliber-
ate nod to an older defi nition of the word, used to distinguish 
pure maple from imitations. In a world where “maple-fl a-
vored” oft en replaces the real thing, that spelling diff erence 
carries a lot of weight.

In addition to the sirup, visits to Funks Grove also pro-
vide an experience, including tours that showcase sap to 
sirup production. So, next time you’re traveling down I-55 
through central Illinois — take the exit. Follow the signs for 
a bott le of maple sirup. 

Sirup, not syrup
Funks Grove, a sweet stop on 66
By Kayla Adkins

 26 ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING • WWW.ICL.COOP 

SupportLOCAL

PHOTOS COURTESY OF FUNKS GROVE
PURE

M
AP

LE
SI

RU
P

 Funks Grove, 
a popular Route 
66 stop, has been 
selling its famous 
maple sirup since 
the 1800s.



A F F O R D  T H E  E X T R A O R D I N A R Y ®

My friend Sergio is a mixed martial arts fighter. His 
shoulders are broad. His muscles have muscles. He’s 

not the kind of person you want to be on the wrong side of.

This manly man has a saying about being tough: You 
should either know how to fight or look like you do.

The message is simple enough. People spoiling for a fight 
usually don’t pick the biggest guy in the bar. If you look 
like someone who shouldn’t be messed with, you likely 
won’t be. With our Blue Bone Bowie Knife on your hip, 
that’s exactly the message you’ll send.

As beautiful as it is functional, this knife is 10" overall and 
features a high-quality 420 surgical stainless steel blade 
with a serrated spine. The handle is constructed of genuine 
natural bone with redwood spacers. On the handle you’ll 
find design work that’s carved by hand, a testament to its 
craftsmanship. 

This knife is stick tang, meaning it won’t wimp out when 
you need it. This knife also features brass hand guards and 
brass spacers with file work, so you won’t lose your grip. For 
easy carrying, it comes with a genuine tooled leather sheath.
CALL NOW! If you’re one of the fi rst 700  587 callers for this ad, 
we’ll throw in a pair of Stauer Pocket Binoculars — a $99 value 
— ABSOLUTELY FREE!

Walk around with the Blue 
Bone Bowie Knife and you’ll 
feel a lot safer. I know I do.

Knife Specifi cations:
• 10" overall length
• 420 surgical stainless steel 

and stick tang construction
• Genuine natural bone and 

redwood hand-carved handle
• Genuine leather sheath 

included 

Blue Bone Bowie Knife 
  $299 $79* + S & P Save $220
* Special price only for customers using the offer code.

1-800-333-2045
Your Insider Offer Code: BBK180-02

California residents, please call 1-800-333-2045 regarding 
Proposition 65 regulations before purchasing this product.

14091 Southcross Drive W. | Dept. BBK180-02, Burnsville, MN 55337 | www.stauer.com

“It’s a beautiful knife with a 
great blade and a sure grip”

— William B. Wilmington, NC

Our Bone-ified Best Blade

EXCLUSIVE  

FREE
Stauer Pocket

Binoculars
a $99 value

with your purchase of the 
Blue Bone Bowie Knife

This knife says you’re no one to mess with

$79
Stauer®

Impossible Price

Only



A sweet slice of 
Americana on the 
Mother Road

 Ariston Cafe’s legacy lives on
By Lisa Cherry

K N OW N  F O R  I T S  L O CAT I O N ,  longevity and desserts, the Ariston Caf e in Litchfi eld is 
one of the oldest continuously operated restaurants on Route 66. Since 1935, peo-
ple from around the globe have crossed its threshold to enjoy a meal with a side of 
Mother Road magic.

Founded by Greek immigrant Pete Adam in 1924, the restaurant was originally 
situated on Route 4 in Carlinville. It was fi ve years later that the business moved 
to Litchfi eld, followed by its current spot (also in Litchfi eld) on Route 66 in 1935. 
Decades later, in 1992, the cafe and the Adam family were inducted into the Route 
66 Hall of Fame. In May 2006, the Ariston was listed in the National Register of 

Historic Places by the state of Illinois and the National Park Service.
Adam’s son Nick and his wife Demi took the reins in 1966, carrying on the fam-

 ily-owned-and-operated  business. It wasn’t until 2018 that they retired, and the well-  
known establishment’s ownership changed hands — this time to Will and Michele  

Law and Marty and Kara Steff ens, who together also own Maverick Steaks & 
Spirits in Litchfi eld.

“Other than the Ariston, [it’s] probably the second longest run 
establishment  in town. So, we knew Nick and Demi really well,” 

says Will.
According to him, in  the old days the Ariston was 

more of a place for special occasions like anniversa-
ries, while he and his partners have transitioned it to 

a more family-friendly atmosphere. One thing that 
remains the same, however, is the sheer number of 
international travelers they see each year. 

“We, at a minimum, entertain 15 to 20,000 
European travelers every summer,” Will says, 
before describing an unexpected visit one day 
when the restaurant was closed. “I hear a rum-

ble in the parking lot. It was like, 50, 55 Harley 
Davidsons. … Th ey’re all Germans, all from 

Berlin. Th ey had a list … and [Ariston] was on it. 
It still baffl  es me that somebody halfway across the 

world ha d 15 things they want ed to do, and you’re 
number six.”
He admits the language barrier can be challenging but 

says proudly that his staff  is up to the task. “Th ey’re impeccable, 

The Ariston Cafe’s famous dessert tray 
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LET’S EAT!
Ariston Cafe
413 Old Route 66 North, Litchfi eld

217-324-2023

ariston-cafe.com

HOURS

Tues, Wed, Thurs and Sun: 
11 a.m.-8 p.m. 

Fri and Sat: 11 a.m.-9 p.m.

a good, young group, [along with] a handful of 
old timers — they help train the younger ones,” 
says Will. “Th ey have fun. Th ey enjoy the tour-
ists and entertain them.”

During the winter, it’s the locals who keep the 
restaurant afl oat. “When I say local, I’m talking 
surrounding Illinois, Missouri, Iowa,” Will laughs. 
“You hear those stories, [like] this is where we 
got engaged. Th is is where the wedding proposal 
took place. … It’s all the time. Fift ieth wedding 
anniversaries, I thought were very rare, right? I 
see that two, three times a week.”

Th ere’s perhaps another draw for locals and 
travelers alike: Th e bill of fare remains much the 
same. Will says he and his partners haven’t really 
touched the menu they inherited. “Most all of 
the recipes they started with, we still use today,” 
he explains. “Spaghett i sauce, the chili, all the 
salad dressings, all the salads, all the soups — 
everything is homemade. Th ose are the original 
recipes from the previous owners.”

It’s a lengthy menu — there’s Italian, 
Southern, seafood, Mexican and American. 
“[What] they put together kind of encom-
passes everyone,” Will adds, laughing that 
managing that amount of variety is sometimes 
diffi  cult. “Th at’s the way it’s been forever, so 
you just kind of fi gure it out.”

Popular orders include prime rib, fried chicken 
and fried cod, and the restaurant serves up 30 
pounds of chicken livers a week. And then there’s 
the dessert tray — the Ariston is known for it.

“Desserts are probably what 
really bring  most people in,” says 
Will. “I would say about 98% of people 
who walk through that door, they’re gett ing des-
sert. … Some patrons will come in, order lunch 
[and] automatically shove it off  to the side. [We] 
box it to go, and they eat their dessert. I don’t 
think I’ve ever worked in a restaurant where des-
sert was so revered.”

Th e decision the partners made to pur-
chase the Ariston was driven by their desire 
to preserve its legacy. “We just wanted to keep 
it the same,” he says. Th at turned out to be a 
good idea, which both couples learned early 
on when tackling their fi rst major project aft er 
assuming ownership.

Th ey had decided to refurbish the building’s 
well-known — and apparently much loved — 
exterior neon. “Day one, the neon’s down, and 
the signs are down … and people are [like], 
‘What are  you guys doing? You can’t destroy his-
tory,’” says Will. “We had to actually take out an 
article in the paper to tell people  [we weren’t].”

Th e neon isn’t the only important piece of 
the restaurant’s physical history. Th ere are also 
the Anheuser Busch sign , the counter, the booths 
and tables in the original section of the building 
— all contribute to the overall experience.

So, the next time wanderlust — or your 
appetite — calls, hop on Old Route 66 and 
travel back in time to the Ariston Caf e. Just 
make sure to save room for dessert. 

 Above:  Ariston’s current building  
Top right: Restaurant staff members pose with 
co-owner Will Law  (far right) behind the restaurant’s 
historic counter. 
Lower left: Mostaccioli  
Lower right: The Ariston Pork Tenderloin
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WE NEED RECIPES! 

Recipes using brown sugar
Sugar-free
New favorites
Old favorites

Please email recipe submissions or 
questions to fi nestcooking@icl.coop 
or mail them to Finest Cooking c/o 
Illinois Country Living, 6460 S. 6th St. 
Frontage Road East, Springfi eld, IL 62712. 
Please include your name, address, 
phone number (for questions), and 
the name of your electric cooperative. 
Additional recipes can be found on our 
website at fi nestcooking.com.

The all-American 
hot dog
W H E N  I  T H I N K  O F  Route 66, I think 
of something that is quintessentially 
American. When it comes to reci-
pes that go along with the Mother 
Road and classic Americana, I think 
of apple pie, hamburgers and, of 
course, hot dogs. Th en I wondered 
what kind of hot dogs people could 
discover while traveling the eight 
states from Chicago to Los Angeles, 
and I found the following recipes 
along the way. 

Recipes are prepared, tasted and 
photographed by Colten Bradford, 
Illinois Country Living editor. 

Coney Dog
 Th ere are strong Coney Dog traditions in Tulsa , Okla.,  the Midwest 
and other locations along Route 66.
Serves:  6

 1  pound ground beef 
 1 onion, fi nely diced and divided 
  2 tablespoon s tomato paste 
  2 teaspoon s chili powder 
 1  teaspoon paprika 
 1  teaspoon cumin 

  2 cup s water 
  Salt, to taste
  6 all-beef hot dogs
  6 buns 
  Yellow mustard 

In a pan over medium heat, brown beef  and break up until crumbly.  Drain fat. Add 1/ 2 cup diced 
onion, tomato paste, chili powder, paprika, cumin and water  to the beef and simmer for 20 
minutes, until thickened. Add salt, to taste. Grill or boil hot dogs. Place dog in bun, top with coney 
sauce, onions and mustard. 

Chicago-Style Hot Dog
Start a Route 66 journey with the Windy City classic and use absolutely no ketchup. 
Servings:  6

  6 all-beef hot dogs
  6 poppy -seed buns
  Yellow mustard 
  1  jar neon green sweet relish 
 1 white onion, chopped 

  2  Roma tomato es, cut into wedges 
  1  jar dill pickle spears 
  1  jar sport peppers 
   Celery salt 

Steam or simmer hot dogs in boiling water. Lightly steam the bun s. Assemble  by placing  a hot dog 
in  a bun. On one side of the hot dog, add a generous line of mustard and top with a pickle spear. 
On the other side, add onion and relish. Top with two tomato wedges and two sport peppers. 
Sprinkle celery salt over the top and serve.  Editor’s note: The neon green relish is hard to fi nd, 
but can be ordered online. Or,  buy sweet relish and add  food coloring.  The color won’t be perfect, 
but it will taste the same.  
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Sonoran Dog
A classic Southwest hot dog popularized in 
Arizona. If it’s messy, you did it right.
Servings:  6

  6 all-beef hot dogs
  6 strips bacon 
  6 bolillo roll s or soft bun s 
  1  15-ounce can pinto beans
 1 large tomato, diced 

 1 white onion, chopped 
  Mustard 
  Salsa 
  Mayo

Wrap dog s in bacon. Grill until bacon is crisp. Warm the bun s. 
Place 2 tablespoons of beans in  the bun fi rst. Add  the bacon-
wrapped dog. Top with tomato, salsa, onion, mustard and mayo.

L.A. Street Dog
 A late-night legend, also known as the L.A. Danger Dog, found sold 
on the streets  and outside stadiums and concerts in Los Angeles.
Servings:  6

  6 all-beef hot dogs
  6 strips bacon 
  6 buns 
  1  large yellow onion, 

sliced

  1 green be ll pepper , 
julienned 

   Ketchup 
  Mustard 
  Mayo 

Wrap dogs in bacon. Cook  in  a nonstick skillet over medium heat until 
bacon is crisp. Saute onions and peppers in  the bacon drippings. Toast 
bun s lightly. Add dog, saute ed vegetables and condiments. Serve in foil. 

Corn Dogs
While it’s called a Cozy Dog when driving through 
Spring fi eld, this hot dog on a stick is a popular treat along 
Route 66, as well as at fairs and sporting events.
Adapted fr om natashaskitchen.com 
Servings: 12

 1 quart vegetable oil
 1-1/2 cups fi ne yellow cornmeal
 1-1/4 cups all-purpose fl our
 1/4 cup granulated sugar
 1 tablespoon baking powder
 1/4 teaspoon salt

 1/8 teaspoon black pepper
 1-3/4 cups buttermilk
 1 egg
 12 hot dogs
 12 wooden skewers

Pour 3 inches of oil into a large pot and heat to 340 F over medium 
heat. Whisk together cornmeal, fl our, sugar, baking powder, 
salt and pepper. Separately, whisk together buttermilk and egg. 
Combine wet and dry ingredients and pour into a tall glass. Pat 
hot dogs dry with paper towels and insert a stick into each. Dip 
hot dogs in the batter to coat. Let excess drip off. Using tongs, 
carefully hold the corn dog by the stick and submerge it in the 
hot oil for a few seconds to let it seal so it doesn’t stick to the 
bottom of the pot, and drop it in the oil. Fry in batches (2 to 3 at 
a time) for 3 minutes or until browned. Drain on paper towels.
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Brittnay Haag is a Horticulture 
Educator for the University 
of Illinois Extension serving 
Livingston, McLean and Woodford 
counties. Her work focuses on 
youth horticulture education 
through school gardens and Jr. 
Master Gardener programs.

Berry bliss
Grow your own strawberries
I F  YO U  H AV E  A L R E A DY  enjoyed a 
sweet, juicy strawberry this spring, 
it was likely grown in a warmer 
climate and shipped to your local 
grocery store. While store-bought 
berries off er convenience, there is 
something special about picking 
your own sun-ripened strawber-
ries straight from the garden. Th e 
good news: Growing strawberries 
at home is not only rewarding but 
also simple, making them an ideal 
choice for gardeners of all experi-
ence levels.

While wild strawberries have 
been enjoyed around the world 
since ancient times, they were fi rst 
cultivated in Europe in the early 
1300s. Th anks to centuries of selec-
tive breeding, today’s gardeners can 
enjoy the large, fl avorful strawber-
ries available throughout the year.

If you are adding strawberries to 
your garden, plant them between 
April and May. Th is timing gives 
the plants a chance to develop 
strong root systems and become 
established before hot, dry sum-
mer weather arrives. Strawberries 
are remarkably versatile and thrive 
in containers, raised beds and in-
ground rows.

Careful selection of a plant-
ing site is essential for success-
fully growing strawberries. Th ese 

plants thrive in full sun, needing 
at least six hours of direct sunlight 
each day, along with about 1 inch 
of water per week during active 
growth. Strawberries grow best in 
well-drained soil rich in organic 
matt er and prefer a slightly acidic 
pH of around 6.0.

For the strongest plants and max-
imum future production, remove 
all fl owers during the fi rst summer. 
Th is helps direct energy into root 
and runner development rather than 
fruiting. When choosing a location, 
avoid areas where tomatoes, pep-
pers, eggplants or potatoes have 
recently grown, as these crops can 
harbor verticillium wilt, a soil-borne 
disease that can infect strawberries.

Consider planting the following 
three types of strawberries in your 
garden. 

June-bearing strawberries
bloom in spring and produce a sin-
gle, heavy crop of fruit over a 2- to 
3-week period in June — just as 
their name suggests. Th ey typically 
yield the largest quantity and size 
of berries within that brief period. 
Plant them 18 to 24 inches apart in 
rows spaced 4 feet apart. 

Day-neutral strawberries
fl ower and fruit continuously 
throughout the growing season, 
producing a supply of berries from 

late spring through fall. Although 
the fruit is smaller than the June-
bearing varieties, it is known for 
its excellent fl avor. Space plants 12 
inches apart in rows that are 12 
inches apart. 

Everbearing strawberries pro-
duce two main crops, one in late 
spring and another in early fall. 
Th ese plants usually bear smaller 
fruit and fewer runners, making 
them a great option for gardeners 
with limited space. Like day-neutral 
types, plant them 12 inches apart in 
rows that are 12 inches apart.

When selecting strawberry 
plants, opt for disease-resistant cul-
tivars to help reduce the need for 
pesticides. Varieties diff er in fruit 
size, fl avor, disease resistance, cold 
hardiness and harvest timing. Since 
the three types look similar in foli-
age, it is important to confi rm 
the variety by checking the labels 
before making a purchase. 

Note that strawberry plants will 
not produce forever. Th ey usually 
start declining in productivity aft er 
2 to 3 years. New plantings can be 
added every few years to guaran-
tee continuous production. 
With a bit of seasonal 
care, you can enjoy pick-
ing these sweet red gems 
every year. 
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TRIVIA ANSWERS:
1) B. A HOT DOG; 2) A. PONTIAC; 3) A. LITCHFIELD; 
4) B. WORLD’S LARGEST CATSUP BOTTLE
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Insulation. 4x8 sheets, foil-
backed foam. All  factory 
 seconds. www.nichols5.com.
Contact Ken Nichols, 
800-424-1256. 

DIMENSION BUILDINGS
Best Buildings at the Best Price
For a Complete 30x50

Deluxe Pole Barn Package
CALL (618) 997-9568

www.dimensionbldgs.com
All Sizes Available        Marion, IL

$3,650only
not building pictured

1 3 2 8 9 5 7 4 6
4 9 8 6 7 3 5 2 1
6 5 7 2 1 4 3 9 8
3 1 6 4 5 8 9 7 2
2 7 9 3 6 1 8 5 4
8 4 5 7 2 9 1 6 3
5 6 4 1 3 7 2 8 9
9 8 3 5 4 2 6 1 7
7 2 1 9 8 6 4 3 5

Buyers of Standing Timber and Cut Logs

Todd
217-473-1009

Cole
217-801-3088

Gary
217-801-7975

21046 CR 800 N. • Kilbourne, IL 62655

HODGSONHODGSON
LUMBER & LAND IMPROVEMENT

CONNECT WITH US

VISIT OUR WEBSITE ICL.COOP

40 Individually Themed Guest Rooms       Versatile Event Spaces       On-Site Restaurant and Coffee Shop
Center of Downtown Perry       Connects to the Raccoon River Valley Trail and High Trestle Trail

PUT YOUR MESSAGE IN OVER
200,000 ILLINOIS MAILBOXES
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Flora and 
fauna
1. LAURA DULLE

Clinton County Electric 
Cooperative
Alligator sunbathing with turtles

2. GLORIA BAIN
SouthEastern Illinois Electric 
Cooperative
Butterfly enjoying thistle

3. BRIENNE MARTIN
Corn Belt Energy Corporation
Bees on a sunflower

4. TERRY FLEMING
Norris Electric Cooperative
Bighorn sheep on Highline Trail 
in Glacier National Park

5. JANE MILBURN
Corn Belt Energy Corporation
A baby bird

6. DEBORAH BRADLEY
SouthEastern Illinois Electric 
Cooperative
Deer at Mermet Lake

6

1

2 3

4

5

ENTER THE 2026  
PHOTO CONTEST

SUBMIT A PHOTO
Online: icl.coop/snapshots

Rules: Include high-quality digital files. 
When submitting, include details about 
the photo, artist’s name and the co-op 
name. Limit of three submissions per 
category. 

Deadlines: Submissions are due  
Aug. 1, 2026.

Terms of use: By submitting any 
photos to Snapshots, whether online 
or by email, you agree to grant Illinois 
Country Living and icl.coop royalty-
free, perpetual and nonexclusive rights 
to use, display, edit, publish or archive 
it in whole or in part online or in print. 
You further warrant that you have 
all legal, moral and other rights that 
may be necessary to grant the license 
specified above.

Visit icl.coop/snapshots for full 
terms and conditions.
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WHAT YOU COULD WIN:

Cash prizes

Publication in the December 2026 issue of 
Illinois Country Living

Inclusion in the 2027 Snap Shots Calendar

Statewide exposure for your photography

Don’t miss your chance to have your work seen
across Illinois — and celebrated all year long.

Enter today. Capture the seasons.

For more information or to submit entries, go to icl.coop/snapshots.

KEY DETAILS:

Photos must be taken in Illinois

Open  only to Illinois electric  co-op members

Deadline: Aug . 1, 2026

Limit: Three submissions per category

Photos must be high-res digital fi les

CONTEST HIGHLIGHTS:

One Grand Champion

1st, 2nd and 3rd place 
winners in each
category

Runners-up  will be 
published in the Snap-
Shots section in 2027

Illinois Seasons
SnapShots Photography Contest

From the cityscape of Chicago to the forests of southern Illinois, 
the Land of Lincoln is beautiful in every season. 

Illinois Country Living is enhancing its SnapShots section and is accepting 

entries for its 2026 Photography Contest, featuring four categories: 

Winter • Spring • Summer • Fall



Sarah Bush Lincoln is proud to now offer podiatry 
service in Effingham and the surrounding areas, 
expanding our ability to care for patients from head 
to toe.

Our podiatrists provide comprehensive foot and 
ankle care, offering both conservative treatments 
and surgical solutions. 

Whether you’re dealing with pain, injury, or a 
chronic condition, our goal is to help you stay 
active, comfortable and confident on your feet.

Specialized Foot 
and Ankle Care

Charles Kind, DPM Lauren Kind, DPM

Treating a wide range of foot 
and ankle conditions—

Confidence on your feet—

www.sarahbush.org

Orthopedics, Sports Medicine and Podiatry

217-238-3435

SBL Bonutti Clinic  
1303 West Evergreen Ave., Suite 201 • Effingham, IL

• Foot and ankle injuries
• Heel pain and plantar fasciitis
• Bunions, hammertoes, and deformities
• Tendon and ligament conditions
• Arthritic joint pain and ankle replacement.
• Sports-related foot and ankle issues


