At Corn Belt Energy, we have
the unique privilege of seeing
firsthand what it truly takes

to keep the lights on for our
members. In April, we take
time to pause and recognize
the brave men and women who
make that possible every single
day—our lineworkers.

When storms impact our
communities and outages
occur, many people experience
the inconvenience, but our
lineworkers see a call to
action. Our crews are always
ready when it matters most—
leaving family dinners, working
through the night and heading
into challenging conditions

to restore power as safely

and quickly as possible. That
readiness is not accidental. It
comes from rigorous training,
deep experience and a shared
commitment to serving others.

When Winter Storm Fern swept
through Mississippi, it left
thousands without power and
communities facing difficult
conditions. In response,
several Corn Belt Energy crews
answered the call for mutual
aid, traveling south to assist a
fellow electric cooperative with
power restoration efforts.
What makes lineworkers
especially remarkable is that
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When the lights go out,
lineworkers are ready to answer
the call, day or night, to safely
restore power and keep our
communities moving forward.
They take pride in powering the
places we call home. Today and
every day, we thank lineworkers

for their service and commitment.
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they aren’t just restoring
power to a system—they’re
restoring power to their

own communities. They live
here. They raise their families
here. They understand that
electricity is more than a
convenience; it’s essential to
daily life, to local businesses, to
schools, farms and emergency
services. Powering the places
we call home is personal to
lineworkers.

Electric cooperatives like Corn
Belt Energy were built on the
principle of neighbors helping
neighbors, and our lineworkers

embody that spirit every day.
They are the first to respond
and the last to leave, often
working long hours behind

the scenes. At times, serving
our neighbors means going
beyond our own service
territory through a process
known as mutual aid. During
major outage events, Corn Belt
Energy crews stand ready to
assist neighboring co-ops—
sometimes close to home, and
sometimes across state lines—
to help restore power. This spirit
of mutual aid strengthens all
cooperatives and ultimately
benefits the members we serve.

>> Continued on page 18B
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Lineworkers are Ready When it Matters Most

>> Continued from page 18A

We understand any time the
lights go out can be frustrating,
bringing everyday life to a halt.
We are incredibly grateful to our
members for your patience and
encouragement during these
times. Linework is demanding,
physical, and at times, it can be
dangerous. Our crews approach
each job with a focus on safety
and teamwork. They take pride
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in their craft and in the trust our
members place in them.

On April 13, 2026, we

will celebrate Lineworker
Appreciation Day, but one

day is hardly enough. Every
day, we thank lineworkers for
their service and dedication,
which are the backbone of our
cooperative.

To our lineworkers: thank

you for your hard work,

your readiness and your
unwavering commitment to the
communities we serve. We are
proud to stand behind you and
grateful for all that you do.




Clearing the Path to Reliability

Trees are majestic, beautiful and
good for the soul. But we also
know that our members depend
on us to deliver reliable power
to their homes and businesses.
That’s why Corn Belt Energy
strives to balance maintaining
the beautiful surroundings we
all cherish with ensuring reliable
electricity. You might not realize
it, but there are several benefits
to regular tree trimming.

Reliability

Keeping power lines clear of
overgrown vegetation improves
service reliability. After all, we’ve
seen the whims of Mother Nature
during severe weather events
with fallen tree limbs taking down
power lines and utility poles.
While many factors can impact
power disruptions, about half

of all outages can be attributed

to overgrown vegetation. This is
why you sometimes see Corn Belt
Energy crews or contractors out
in the community trimming trees
near power lines. Our trimming
crews have been trained and
certified based on the latest
industry standards.

In fact, all U.S. electric utilities
are required to trim trees that
grow too close to power lines.
Scheduled trimming throughout
the year keeps lines clear from
overgrown or dead limbs that
are likely to fall, and we are
better able to prepare for severe
weather events.

Plus, we all know it’s more
cost-effective to undertake
preventative maintenance than it
is to make repairs after the fact.
Drone inspections of power lines
and vegetation allow us to reduce
labor and equipment costs while
bolstering reliability. Through

the use of small drones, we can
accurately monitor the health
and growth of trees and identify

potential problems.

Safety

Working near power lines can
be dangerous, and we care
about your safety and that of
our lineworkers. For example, if
trees are touching power lines
in our members’ yards, they can
pose a grave danger to families.
If children can reach those trees,
they can potentially climb into a
danger zone. Electricity can arc,
or jump, from a power line to a
nearby conductor such as a tree.
Any tree or branch that falls
across a power line creates a
potentially dangerous situation.
A proactive approach lessens the
chances of fallen trees during
severe weather events that
make it more complicated and
dangerous for lineworkers to
restore power.

Affordability

As a co-op, Corn Belt Energy
always strives to keep costs

down for our members. If trees
and other vegetation are left
unchecked, they can become
overgrown and expensive to
correct. A strategic vegetation
management program helps keep

Plant Trees Safely

costs down for everyone.

When it comes to vegetation
management, there are ways you
can help too. When planting new
trees, make sure they’re planted
a safe distance from overhead
power lines. Medium-height
trees (40 ft. or smaller) should

be planted at least 25 ft. from
power lines. Taller trees (over

40 ft.) should be planted at least
50 ft. from power lines. You can
also practice safe planting near
pad-mounted transformers. Plant
shrubs at least 10 ft. from the
transformer door and 4 ft. from
the sides. If your neighborhood
has underground lines, remember
to contact 811 before you begin
any project that requires digging.

Additionally, if you spot an
overgrown tree or branch that’s
dangerously close to overhead
lines, please let us know by
contacting 309-662-5330.

We have deep roots in our
community, and we love our
beautiful surroundings. It takes

a balanced approach, and our
vegetation management program
is a crucial tool in ensuring service
reliability.
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Spring Into Energy Savings

Spring is a season of renewal—
and a great time to refresh
your energy habits, too! As
temperatures begin to warm
and daily routines shift, a few
small changes around your
home can add up to meaningful
energy savings.

Corn Belt Energy is committed to
helping our members use energy
wisely while keeping homes
comfortable year-round.

Spring is the perfect time to
schedule maintenance for

your heating and cooling
system. Spring and fall
checkups conducted by a
licensed professional can help
ensure your system is running
efficiently, safely and reliably
before the peak seasons begin.
A well-maintained unit uses less
energy, lasts longer and helps
prevent costly breakdowns when
you need it most.

If you’re looking for a simple
place to start saving, look no
further than ceiling fans. Fans

don’t actually cool or heat the
air, but they help you feel more
comfortable by moving it. During
warmer months, make sure
your ceiling fan blades are set
to rotate counterclockwise. This
creates a downward breeze that
makes you feel cooler, allowing
you to raise your thermostat a
few degrees without sacrificing
comfort. In cooler months,
reverse the direction of fan
blades clockwise to help push
warm air down from the ceiling,
improving efficiency when your
heating system is running.

Speaking of thermostats,
adjusting the temperature
just a few degrees can make a
noticeable difference on your
energy bill. As spring arrives,
try setting your thermostat
slightly higher when cooling or
slightly lower when heating.
Even a two- or three-degree
adjustment can reduce energy
use while still keeping your
home comfortable—especially
when combined with ceiling
fans or open windows on mild,
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pleasant days.

Hot water use is another area
where simple habits matter.
Taking shorter showers can help
reduce the amount of energy
used to heat water, which
makes up a significant portion
of most energy bills. Cutting just
a few minutes off each shower
not only saves energy but also
conserves water.

Corn Belt Energyis here to
help every season, every

step of the way. We offer
energy-saving programs and
resources designed to help
you lower energy use for your
home or business and manage
costs. If you have questions

or want to learn more about
energy efficiency offerings and
programs, visit cornbeltenergy.
com or scan this QR code below
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