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President’s
Comments

Dustin Tripp
President/CEO

READERSHIP
PRIZE WINNER:
Richard Jude Sr.,
West Frankfort, IL

 Vegetation management
One of the many advantages of living 

in Southern Illinois is the beauty 

of this area, including the Shawnee 

National Forest and the great variety of 

trees and vegetation that grow throughout 

the region. Although your Cooperative 

realizes the signifi cance of this important 

natural resource and is an advocate for 

retaining as many local trees as possible, 

we must implement a sound vegetation 

management program to provide you 

with reliable energy solutions.

 SouthEastern’s current vegetation 

management program sets the goal of 

trimming on a 4- to 5-year cycle. Th is 

means that what is trimmed or cut today 

will be trimmed again in 4 to 5 years. 

Your Cooperative feels that if this goal 

can be achieved, you as Cooperative 

members will experience less momentary 

blinks, less outages and faster restoration 

times, which will increase the quality and 

reliability of your electric service. In the 

past, your Cooperative has experienced 

extreme storms, resulting in devastating 

damage which reminds all of us of the 

importance of a sound vegetation man-

agement program.

 In order to achieve this goal, 

SouthEastern needs to trim and cut trees 

along approximately 700-900 miles of 

power line per year. Th e maps that are dis-

played on page 18B and 18C of this issue 

show the areas where the Cooperative will 

be trimming trees, removing trees and 

applying necessary herbicides in 2026. 

If you would like additional information 

regarding your Cooperative’s vegetation 

management activities for 2026, please 

contact the Cooperative.

 As Cooperative members and owners, 

you can help us maximize the use of your 

money and improve your electric service 

by allowing us to achieve proper trim 

clearance on your trees and participating 

in other programs. Your Cooperative ini-

tiated a program several years ago known 

as “Swap a Tree.” Th e “Swap a Tree” 

program has been enhanced to allow 

members an additional option. If you 

allow the Cooperative to remove a lawn 

tree that is interfering with primary lines 

and which is being periodically trimmed 

by the Cooperative, you are eligible to 

receive one of the following two options:

1. SouthEastern will cut the tree 

down, cut it up into fi rewood-length 

pieces, chip the small brush and 

plant a new tree of your choice, such 

as oak, maple, tulip poplar, willow, 

pear and gum (additional species are 

also available) in a location that is at 

least 40 feet from the primary line.

2. SouthEastern will cut the tree 

down, cut it up into fi rewood-length 

pieces, chip the small brush, allow 

members a $2 per inch in diameter 

cash credit for lawn tree stump 

removal and provide a $75 per lawn 

tree cash credit.

 If you are interested in participating 

in this program, which will increase the 

reliability of electric service to yourself 

and your neighbors while helping to 

preserve our environment, please contact 

the Cooperative at 800-833-2611.

 FEBRUARY 2026 • ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING 18A



JEFFERSON
FRANKLIN

HAMILTON
SALINE

WHITE
GALLATIN

FRANKLIN
WILLIAMSON

WILLIAMSON
JOHNSON

JOHNSON
MASSAC

SALINE
POPE

GALLATIN
HARDIN

FR
A

N
K

LI
N

H
A

M
IL

TO
N

H
A

M
IL

TO
N

W
H

IT
E

W
IL

LI
A

M
SO

N
SA

LI
N

E
JO

H
N

SO
N

PO
PE

SA
LI

N
E

G
A

LL
AT

IN

PO
PE

H
A

R
D

IN

POPE

MASSAC

Marion

Herrin

Harrisburg

Benton

Carterville

Carmi

Vienna

West Frankfort

Eldorado

Rosiclare

McLeansboro

Hurst
Johnston City

Sesser

Zeigler
Orient

Christopher

Shawneetown

Creal Springs

Golconda

ELIZABETHTOWN

DIXON SPRINGS

DALE

CHRISTOPHER

CAVE IN ROCK

CARTER

CADLE

BRADLEY

CREAL SPRINGS

BRADLEY

WEST END

WEST CITY

WEBB

WALPOLE

VIENNA

SIMPSON

SHETLERVILLE

SHELL RESIDENTIAL

SESSER

SALINE RIVER

ROSICLARE

RIDGWAY

REND LAKE

RAMSEY

PITTSBURG

PARRISH

MINERVA

MARION

LAKE OF EGYPT

JOHNSTON CITY

HARRISBURG

GOLCONDA SOUTH

GOLCONDA NORTH

GALATIA

EWING

EQUALITY

μ

DURING 2026
SOUTHEASTERN ILLINOIS ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE 

WILL BE TRIMMING THE 
RIGHT-OF-WAY OF THE ABOVE SHADED AREAS
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DURING 2026
SOUTHEASTERN ILLINOIS ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE 

WILL BE SPRAYING THE 
RIGHT-OF-WAY OF THE ABOVE SHADED AREAS
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1.   Check the fuses or circuit breakers in your ser vice 
panels. If you have break ers, make sure they are in the 
“ON” position.

2.   If you have a meter pole, check the main break er 
pan el just be low the meter socket. If the break er is in the 
“OFF” po si tion, check all of your wir ing from the meter 
pole to your var i ous build ings. If the wiring ap pears to be 
okay, re set the break er to the “ON” po si tion.

3.   If you still do not have pow er, check with neigh bors 
to see if they have power.

4.   To report a power failure or other emer gen cy, please 
phone 1-877-399-8405. Th is phone num ber is monitored 
around the clock, 365 days per year to accept your outage 
and emergency calls.

5.   Your phone call will be handled by SouthEastern’s 
au to mat ed outage reporting system and will be identi-
fi ed au to mat i cal ly through ANI (Automatic Number 
Iden ti fi  ca tion). An out age record will then be generated 
for your location. Please note that the phone number 

from which you place the call will be the num ber used to 
gen er ate the record. If the system fails to recognize your 
phone number, mem bers having touch-tone phones may 
simply enter their seven-digit phone number (without 
area code) in order to report the outage. Members not 
having touch-tone phones will be asked to leave a message. 
It is im por tant you leave your name, phone number and 
location of the out age. Retrieving messages and entering 
them into the system is time consuming; therefore, please 
leave only a message that will help in res to ra tion of electric 
service. Do not remain on the line for an operator because 
a live operator is not there to respond. In order to keep 
a cur rent listing of all numbers, it is important that you 
notify the Cooperative of any changes in your telephone 
number.

6.   Handling out age calls electronically allows you to 
re port power fail ures very quickly. Once your outage has 
been re port ed, it will be dis patched to repair per son nel who 
will restore your outage as soon as pos si ble. Calling back 
re peat ed ly will not shorten the length of the outage, but 
may hinder the eff orts of other mem bers who are trying to 
re port out ag es.

If your power goes off, we offer these suggestions

POWER OUTAGEPOWER OUTAGE

OUTAGE CALLS ONLY 18773998405OUTAGE CALLS ONLY 18773998405

SouthEastern Illinois Electric Cooperative, Inc.
100 Cooperative Way • Carrier Mills, IL 62917-2275

618-273-2611 or 800-833-2611 • Offi ce hours: 8 a.m. - 4 p.m. M-F
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Facebook.com/
SouthEasternIllinoisElectric

Our office will be closed on Monday, Feb. 16 
in observance of Presidents Day.
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