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Saving is believing.

WATERFURNACE UNITS QUALIFY FOR A 30% FEDERAL TAX CREDIT THROUGH 2025

visit us at waterfurnace.com

Think you can’t afford a geothermal heat pump? 
After a closer look, you may be surprised at its overall affordability.
Tax rebates can quickly bring down the initial costs of purchase and installation. And a 
geothermal heat pump is much cheaper to run than the most efficient furnaces and air 
conditioners. In fact, your energy bills can be cut by as much as 70%. As a result, many 
geothermal homeowners see a return on investment of 10-20% over the life of their system. 
When you crunch the numbers, you’ll see WaterFurnace is the money-saving choice. To learn 
more, contact your local WaterFurnace dealer today.
Geothermal is the only renewable that provides reliable operation 24 hours a day, 
7 days a week, 365 days a year.

YOUR LOCAL WATERFURNACE DEALERS

The Reliable Renewable is a trademark
of WaterFurnace International, Inc.                        
©2025 WaterFurnace International, Inc.

Bloomington/Normal
Design Air
(217) 423-4713

Hinrichsen Htg & A/C
(309) 965-2604

Popejoy Plb, Htg,                                       
Elct & Geo                       
(815) 692-4471

Carbondale
D&C Htg & Clg
(618) 997-6577 

Champaign/Urbana
Hoveln Htg & Clg
(217) 643-2125

Damiansville
Toennies Service Co.
(618) 248-5130

Decatur
Design Air
(217) 423-4713
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Hinrichsen Htg & A/C
(309) 965-2604
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(309) 833-2852
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Parker Htg & Clg
(618) 357-8951

Paxton/Gibson City
Houston Plmb, 
Htg & A/C
(217) 379-2329

Springfield/Virden
Snell Pbg & Htg
(217) 965-3911
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Dreaming of a white Christmas
And other holiday expectations

G R OW I N G  U P ,  I  N E V E R thought Christmas seemed
quite right if there wasn’t snow on the ground.
Everyone dreams of a white Christmas, aft er all. I
distinctly remember my fi rst holiday without snow 
and thinking the dead grass was unbecoming of 
such a day. Well, “unbecoming” probably wasn’t
the actual word I thought, but you get the point.

Fast-forward to many years
later. I remember white-knuckling 
it while I drove my Honda Civic to
my grandparents’ house for a fam-
ily gathering. A snowstorm hit dur-
ing my 2-hour drive, and it quickly 
went from bad to worse about half-
way there. I discovered that in some
circumstances, a white Christmas
was also unbecoming.

Th at’s how the holidays tend to
go, isn’t it? We build them up in our
minds — picture-perfect scenes
borrowed from movies or memo-
ries of holidays past. We imagine
a beautifully decorated house that

smells like homemade cookies, and a family 
laughing and singing carols.

And then reality arrives. Th e Christmas
tree topples over. Th e fl ight gets canceled. Th e

batt eries were not included. A mishap turns din-
ner into a fast-food drive-thru feast. Th at’s just to
name a few.

But, somewhere between the expectations
and the chaos is where the real holiday actually 
happens. It’s in the small moments that never
make the greeting cards. It’s watching the family 
dog sniff  out her present under the tree, followed
later by the cat leaving a gift  behind the tree.

It’s the fl uorescent green Felix the Cat
stuff ed toy that gets regift ed every year. Or
receiving gift s labeled “To Kott on,” because my 
brother-in-law forgot how to spell my name. It’s
eating Chinese food on Christmas Day with
my future wife while wearing homemade ugly 
Christmas sweaters.

I’ve learned that Christmas doesn’t need snow 
to feel magical. It doesn’t need perfection, either.
What we need is to give ourselves a litt le grace, and
have a litt le patience and the willingness to embrace
the season despite its fl aws or imperfections.

Either way, it still counts as Christmas. Or
Hanukkah. Or Kwanzaa. Or whatever holiday 
you celebrate this season. And maybe that’s the
point. On behalf of Illinois Country Living mag-
azine and our extended electric cooperative fam-
ily, we wish you a happy holiday season.

Colten Bradford is the editor of

Illinois Country Living magazine.
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For almost 40 years, the American Silver Eagle
has dominated the coin market with over 
640,000,000 minted to date. These hefty silver 
dollars are made from one ounce of 99.9% fine 
silver and have become THE standard for silver 
coins worldwide!

And now, the US Mint has released a special 
Silver Eagle that might just become THE
greatest of all time…the “Double” Eagle Privy 
Silver Eagle!

A Silver “Double Eagle”? 
Most people know Double Eagles to be $20 gold coins struck 
prior to 1933.  An “Eagle” was a $10 gold coin, so a $20 coin
was a “Double Eagle”.

Now, the U.S. Mint just released a bullion American Silver
Eagle with a special eagle privy mark on the obverse.  That 
means there’s an eagle on the reverse AND the obverse, 
making it the first-ever silver “Double Eagle”!

Special One-Time-Only Privy Mark
The US Mint added an “eagle privy” to the Silver Eagle to 
support the new mobile gaming app, 8th Era, that marries 
gaming with coin collecting to inspire the next generation 
of collectors.  It’s an instant “must-have” for Silver Eagle
collectors.

Lowest Mintage Bullion Silver Eagle
Not only is the Eagle Privy the first-ever silver “Double Eagle” 
it’s also the lowest mintage bullion Silver Eagle, tied with last
year’s Star Privy Eagle. 

Take a look at this graph for perspective. Prior to 2024, the 
1996 Silver Eagle was the lowest mintage with 3,603,386 coins 
made.  The Eagle Privy Silver Eagle has a mintage of only 
500,000 coins. That’s SEVEN TIMES LOWER!

The First 50,000 Coins Released
Each coin comes certified in Gem Brilliant
Uncirculated condition, coming from the first
50,000 coins issued, the “top 10%” if you will,
certified by the leading independent 3rd party 
grading company NGC. Those are bragging 
rights every collector would dream of having!

Buy More and Save
If you act now, you’ll even have the chance to 
SAVE BIG when you buy more! But don’t wait, 

our inventory won’t last long! Every moment you hesitate,
someone else could be claiming your piece of this historic 
release!

2025 1oz Eagle Privy American Silver Eagle -NGC Gem BU 
1-2 coins - $79 each plus s/h
3-4 coins - $77 each + FREE SHIPPING
5-9 coins - $75 each + FREE SHIPPING
10+ coins - CALL FOR PRICING

Actual Size
 22.05mm

Just Released: First-Ever American Silver “Double” Eagle
and It’s The Lowest Mintage Bullion Silver Eagle to Boot!

FREE SHIPPING on 3 or More!
Limited time only. Product total over $149
before taxes (if any). Standard domestic
shipping only. Not valid on previous purchases.

Call 1-833-304-6533
Offer Code EPEP118-1

Please mention this code when you call.

Tied With The Lowest Bullion Silver 
Eagle Mintage Ever Released!

SCAN TO BUY ONLINE
rarcoa.com/eagle-privy
SCAN TO BUY ONLINEUY O

Sold elsewhere
for $149.99

2025 Silver Eagle BU
Eagle Privy Mark

All information is correct as of the date of publication and is subject to change. Coins and other items are sold as collectibles and not as investments. Prices are subject to change. 
© 2025 RARCOA DIRECT



HAPPY HOLIDAYS FROM 
YOUR LOCAL TOUCHSTONE 
ENERGY COOPERATIVE!

YOUR SOURCE OF POWER. AND INFORMATION.



DECEMBER
C H E C K L I S T

Heading out of town 
during the holiday 
season? Here are things 
to do before you go.

 Lower your 
thermostat. 
Create an “away” 

schedule with 

a smart or programmable 

thermostat to save 

on heating costs. 

Unplug unnecessary 
devices. Some appliances 

and electronics 

still consume 

energy when 

not in use, 

including phone chargers, 

TVs and gaming consoles.

Set timers for lights. 
Make your 

home look 

occupied while 

you’re away.

Pack 
emergency 
supplies. 
Keep blankets, 

a fl ashlight, a  fi rst-aid 

kit, snacks and water on 

hand in case there’s an 

emergency on the road.

Last chance to apply for  IEC 
Memorial Scholarships
Time is running out for high school seniors
to apply for the Th omas H. Moore Illinois
Electric Cooperatives (IEC) Memorial
Scholarship s . A total of $51,000 in scholar-
ship funds is available — but the Dec. 31,
2025 deadline is fast approaching.

Seventeen academic scholar-
ships, each worth $3,000, will
be awarded in 2026 to assist stu-
dents connected to the electric
cooperative community.

Ten scholarships will go to
high school seniors whose par-
ents are Illinois electric co-op
members. Five scholarships
are reserved for students enrolling full-time
at a two-year Illinois community college
whose parents are Illinois electric cooperative
members or employees. Th e Earl W. Struck 
Memorial Scholarship will be awarded to a
student who is the child of an Illinois electric
cooperative employee or director.

In addition, the LaVern and Nola
McEntire Memorial Lineworker’s
Scholarship provides fi nancial assistance

to att end lineworker school conducted
by the Association of Illinois Electric
Cooperatives in conjunction with Lincoln
Land Community College in Springfi eld.
Th e deadline to apply for this scholarship is
April 30, 2026. Apply at aiec.coop/lavern-

and-nola-lineworkers-scholarship.
Applicants are evaluated on aca-

demic achievements, work and vol-
unteer experience, and community 
involvement. Strong, creative essay 
responses can make all the diff erence.

Since its start in 1996, the IEC
Memorial Scholarship Program has
grown from awarding two $1,000

scholarships to now off ering 17 scholarships
worth $3,000 each. Th e program is admin-
istered by the Illinois Community College
System Foundation (ICCSF).

If you’re eligible, don’t wait — apply 
today. Th is is your fi nal opportunity to
take advantage of this generous scholar-
ship program. To apply or learn more, go to
aiec.coop/iec-scholarship or contact your
local electric cooperative.

 2025 scholarship recipients attended the Association of Illinois Electric Cooperative’s annual meeting.

APPLY HERE
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CURRENTS

Sudoku
by Myles Mellor and Susan Flanagan
Each Sudoku puzzle consists of a 9X9 grid
that has been subdivided into nine smaller
grids of 3X3 squares. To solve the puzzle each 
row, column and box must contain each of 
the numbers 1 to 9. Puzzles come in three
grades: easy, medium and diffi  cult.
Level: Medium

ICL readers may not know

that a beloved Christmas

movie fi lmed in Illinois

was based on a novel by

John Grisham. “Christmas

with the Kranks,” set

on Hemlock Street in

the Chicago suburb of

Riverside, is a fi lm adapta-

tion of Grisham’s “Skipping Christmas.”

 The 2004 comedy features Tim Allen and Jamie

Lee Curtis as  Luther and Nora Krank. The couple

opts out of the frenzy and commercialism of the

holiday season, to which a series of hij inks ensues.

 It is said that the book was inspired by

Grisham’s neighbor, who went to great extremes 

celebrating Christmas. In an odd twist, the fi lm

also stars Dan A ykroyd as Vic Frohmeyer, the

Kranks’ domineering neighbor — although there is

no information to suggest the character was based

on the author’s neighbor.

 Whatever way you decide to celebrate, whether

with great hoopla or none at all, we at Illinois

Country Living wish you a happy holiday season!

Solution on page 33.

IL ENTERTAINMENT CORNER

Protect roadside crews

When lineworkers are perched in a bucket
truck  repairing power lines along a busy 
road, they have good reason to be con-
cerned about their safety. However, most
are less apprehensive about problems like
working with high voltages or falling. Th eir
biggest worry is also the most unpredict-
able: a distracted driver slamming into their
vehicle or a nearby power pole.

Th e National Safety Council reported
that 891 people were killed and 37,701
people were injured in work zone crashes
during 2022 . Most of those crashes occur
in construction sites, which are usually 
well-marked. Electric co-op crews are
likely to face even greater danger, as they 
are oft en working alone along remote
stretches of roads, frequently in heavy rain,
snow or ice and other adverse weather
conditions that can reduce visibility.

Th e danger of work zone crashes led
every state to adopt “move over” laws
that require drivers to lower their speed
and switch lanes when possible to pro-
tect emergency vehicles. Th e goal is to
provide an added safety buff er and mini-
mize the potential for accidents. Th ese
laws vary state to state.

Compounding this issue is the dra-
matic increase in distracted driving. Th e
National Transportation Highway Safety 
Administration has reported that as many 
as 1,000 Americans are injured each day 
because of activities that take  a driver ’s
att ention away from the road.

Th e most common distraction is read-
ing and responding to text messages. If a
driver traveling at 55 miles per hour glances

at their phone for just fi ve seconds, they’ll
have traveled the length of a football fi eld
before returning their gaze to the road.

Th e design of today’s vehicles contrib-
utes to distraction. Many vehicles have com-
plex controls for entertainment and climate
that demand the driver take their eyes off  
the road to make even simple adjustments.

Geography can also be a factor.
Co-ops serving rural and remote areas
oft en have power lines along twisty and
hilly roads. Locals accustomed to driving 
those roads at fairly high speeds may be
startled and have litt le time to react when
they encounter a work crew past a hill or
around a curve.

Besides the potential for  human
injuries, accidents can also damage or
destroy expensive service vehicles, reduc-
ing a co-op’s ability to respond to out-
ages and other problems. Power poles
and other infrastructure may also suff er
severe damage.

Additionally, many of the tasks per-
formed by lineworkers, such as recon-
necting high-voltage power lines, are
inherently dangerous and require their
complete focus. When  they are distracted
by speeding or noisy vehicles, they’re
more likely to make mistakes that can
complicate the repair or cause injury.

So, whenever you see a roadside crew,
be sure to slow down and move over , if 
possible. Sometimes, a litt le bit of extra
att ention is all that’s needed to prevent a
serious incident.

Scott Flood, NRECA
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Your Voice. Your Power.

Join Us
aiec.coop/iclvcp



Where is it?

The winners of the October hidden

objects contest were Fred Ingle of

Coles-Moultrie Electric Cooperative

and Donna McAllister of Clay Electric

Co-operative. Congratulations! Your

ICL campfi re mugs have been sent.

The turkey handprint was hidden on

page 23 in the  November feature

story. Winners’ names will be drawn,

and they will be notifi ed. Visit Illinois

Country Living on Facebook after each

month’s deadline for a closeup of the

object’s location and winners’ names.

It’s time for a new hidden object

search. As Christmas approaches,

be on the lookout for  a Christmas

tree, pictured above. The symbol can

vary in size and will not be hidden on

this page, a lettered page or in an ad. 

Entries must include your name,

address, name of your electric co-op 

(nonmembers are also eligible),

and the page number and location

of the symbol. Visit icl.coop/

hiddenobject and fi ll out the entry

form (also found under Contact Us

on the website) or mail a postcard

or letter to Illinois Country Living,

Hidden Objects, 6460 S. 6th St.

Frontage Road East, Springfi eld, IL

62712. We will NOT accept entries

via phone call or email.

All entries for that month must

be received by the 25th. Only one

entry is allowed per household

every month. If multiple entries 

are submitted, only the fi rst will be

considered. Winners’ names and the 

symbol’s location will be published

in each month’s issue of Illinois

Country Living.

Battery disposal and recycling

Batt eries are part of everyday life — from the ones
in our TV remotes and fl ashlights to the big ones
that power electric vehicles and even energy stor-
age systems used by electric utilities. But when
batt eries are disposed  of the wrong way, they can
leak harmful chemicals, catch fi re and waste valu-
able materials that we need to recycle.

Globally, electronic waste, or e-waste, is one
of the fastest-growing types of trash. In 2022,
people worldwide threw away more than 130
billion pounds of it. In the U.S. alone, that adds
up to about 46 pounds of e-waste per person
each year. Yet only about 22% of that waste is
recycled properly.

Th e good news — safe disposal and recy-
cling options are available, and you can help
make a diff erence. Not all batt eries are the
same, and how you get rid of them depends on
their components.

Some batt eries can be recycled easily, while
others can be dangerous if tossed in the wrong
place — they may leak toxic chemicals or even
start fi res. Th at’s why the U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA) recommends follow-
ing local rules or using national collection pro-
grams like Call2Recycle, Earth911 or drop-off  
bins at hardware stores to make sure batt eries
are handled safely.

Single-use batt eries are designed to be used
once, then replaced. Th ese include alkaline and
zinc-carbon batt eries — the common AA, AAA,
C, D and 9-volt sizes used in remotes, fl ashlights
and other small devices. Some areas allow these
batt eries to go in household trash, but recycling
is always the bett er choice.

Butt on or coin batt eries (used in watches,
hearing aids and car key fobs) are oft en lithium-
based. Th ese should never be thrown away in
regular trash or recycling bins, because they can

spark fi res. Instead, cover the batt ery terminals
with tape or seal them in small bags, and take
them to a certifi ed recycling facility.

Rechargeable batt eries power many of our
everyday devices — cordless tools, phones,
laptops and cameras. Types include nickel-
cadmium (Ni-Cd), lithium-ion (Li-ion), nickel-
metal hydride (Ni-MH), nickel-zinc (Ni-Zn) and
small sealed lead-acid batt eries.

While these look diff erent, they all share one
rule: never throw them in the trash. Th ey must
go to a recycling facility. For devices with built-
in, non removable batt eries, recycle the entire
device, making sure the batt ery ends are taped or
bagged to prevent sparks.

Automotive and large batt eries are more pow-
erful and require special care. Lead-acid batt eries,
found in cars, boats, motorcycles and ATVs, con-
tain lead and acid, which are hazardous. Th ese
should always be returned to a retailer, repair
shop or a local hazardous waste program.

Larger lithium-ion batt eries — like those in
electric vehicles (EVs) and home or utility-scale
energy storage systems — are even more com-
plex. Th ey should only be handled by dealers,
repair shops or the manufacturer. Th ese should
never be discarded in curbside waste or recycling.

Proper batt ery disposal is less about dan-
ger and more about opportunity. By recycling,
we can recover valuable materials, reduce waste
and support reliable energy systems in our com-
munities. With a few simple steps, each of us
can do our part — and together, we can keep
our homes and community a litt le cleaner and
safer. If you have questions about batt ery dis-
posal, check out programs like Call2Recycle or
Earth911 for guidance.

Steph Joven, NRECA
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Across
 1 Christmas tree

decoration

 4 One of Santa’s
reindeer

 8 Santa’s favorite
color

 9 Salutations

12 ___-profi t

13 North Pole worker
in many Christmas
movies

15 Prayer starter,
2 words

16  Pumpkin or apple,
for example

17 Like children on
Christmas  Eve

19 Coff ee stirrer, abbr.

20 Condiments that
enhance fl avor

24 Climbing evergreen
plant

25 Transparent
Christmas tree
decoration

26 Present

28 Listening

31 Type of orange

33 ___ of lamb

34 Summer,
in French

35 Bro’s sibling

36 Lego sets,
for example

37 Data storage device

Down
 1  Oft en a Christmas

entree

  2 Doze (off )

 3 Christmas drink

 5 Selected

 6 Ending for east
or west

 7 It provides light
during Hanukkah

10 Angels in a Nativity 
play, for example

11 Dessert wine

14 Celebratory events

16 Optimistic

18 Wire service, abbr.

21 Santa oft en drops
down one

22 Christmas time
illuminations

23 Santa’s transport

27 Downhill winter
vehicle

29 Concerning

30 Understood

32 Catchall abbr.

  Happy    H� idaysfrom all of us at 
Illinois Country Living
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Shelbyville Festival of Trees
NOVEMBER

21-30
Enjoy more than 30 decorated Christmas trees in
the historic Chautauqua Auditorium through
Dec. 28 and vote for your favorite. The festival

also features Santa, a craft fair and a hot chocolate and cookies night.

Through Dec. 28, 2025

Chautauqua Auditorium, Forest Park and East North 9th Street, Shelbyville

Admission:  free

Shelbyvillefestivaloftrees@yahoo.com 

facebook.com/people/Shelbyville-Festival-of-Trees-Illinois/100088255808152

The Dinner Detective True Crime 
Murder Mystery Dinner Show

DECEMBER

12
Solve a hilarious true crime murder
mystery during dinner. The event is
different from a traditional mystery

dinner show. The actors are not dressed in costume and are hidden in
the audience for a fun, social and interactive evening suitable for all

adults. Register online . 

Dec. 12, 2025: 7-10 p.m., Dec. 20: 6-9 p.m. and Dec. 27: 6-9 p.m.

Maldaner’s, 222 S. 6th St., Springfi eld

Admission: $68.34

866-496-0535, eventvesta.com/events/120926/t/tickets

Gnome Roam
Giant City State Park
hosts its annual
wintertime “Gnome Roam,”

inviting visitors to explore seven different trails while
searching for whimsical winter gnomes scattered
along the trails, just waiting to be discovered. These
 trails are accessible to most ages and skill levels.

December 2025 through February 2026

Giant City State Park, 235 Giant City Road, Makanda

Admission: free

217-782-6302, dnr.illinois.gov/parks/park.giantcity.html

Night of the Luminaria 
and Living Windows

DECEMBER

13
Enter a land of enchantment on this magical night ,
with more than 5,000 candlelit luminaries on streets,
steps and sidewalks. Luminaries are typically lit from

5-9 p.m. From 4-7 p.m., store windows on Main Street come
alive with holiday-inspired , animated  living  windows. Many of the
businesses offer extended hours, so take advantage of the  extra
time to do some holiday shopping. At 6 p.m., carolers sing
Christmas classics in Grant Park Gazebo.

Dec. 13, 2025: 4-9 p.m.

Main Street, Galena

815-281-0673, gdbaemail@gmail.com

D E C E MB E R

1-31

LET’S GO!

Through 
Dec. 30

Holiday lights
DU QUOIN

More than 3 miles of 
lighted displays

Through 
Dec. 31

Very Merry
MARION

Ice skating on the square

Through 
Dec. 31

Holiday lights
QUINCY

Drive through  animated 
light displays in 
Moorman Park

Dec. 13
Christmas Stroll

MURPHYSBORO
Arts  and crafts, live 

music, puppet shows, 
food and beverages

For more 
information, a 

complete listing 
of events or to 

submit an event, 
visit icl.coop/

datebook.

DECEMBER

1-28

JA N UA RY

1-31
F E B R UA RY

1-28

DECEMBER

20
DECEMBER

27
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Savings shown over aggregated single item base price. 8 free 4 oz. burgers will be sent to each shipping address that includes SKU 79611. 
Limit 2 on select items at these exclusive prices. While supplies last. Items may be substituted due to inventory limitations. Standard shipping
rates will be applied and are subject to change. Minimum purchase and other restrictions may apply. Some products may not be available for
sale in your area. Sales are subject to OmahaSteaks.com/terms-of-useOSI. Expires 02/28/26.  |  SRC0715

OmahaSteaks.com/IdealGift3522

Scan Now

– MAKES A –
GREAT GIFT

 PERFECTLY AGED, TENDER STEAKS

ACHIEVE GIFTING
 GREATNESS

Eliminate guesswork by sending a 
mouthwatering assortment of gourmet 

Omaha Steaks to everyone on your 
gift list. The best part: every bite 

is guaranteed perfect!

OmahaSteaks.com/IdealGift3522  |  1.888.477.3068Order 
Now!

The Ideal Gift
4  Bacon-Wrapped Filet Mignons (5 oz.)
4  Air-Chilled Boneless Chicken Breasts (4 oz.)
4  Gourmet Jumbo Franks (3 oz.)
4  Individual Scalloped Potatoes (3.8 oz.)
4  Caramel Apple Tartlets (4 oz.)
8  8  FREEFREE Omaha Steaks Burgers (4 oz.)
79611WGH      separately $232.95
SPECIAL INTRODUCTORY PRICE     

$8999

8 FREE
Limited Time

BURGERS
A $22 value!

You’ll love it or
your money back!

SAVE 61%



As Executive Director at Safe

Electricity, Erin Hollinshead
has a profound passion for

saving lives through education.

She holds a master’s degree in

public administration from the

University of Illinois and a grad

certifi cate in management of

nonprofi t organizations.

Merry and bright
Tips for decorating safely

T H E R E ’ S  N O T H I N G  L I K E  P U T T I N G up
lights and decorations to get into
the holiday spirit. It’s something 

many do every 
year without inci-
dent, yet the holi-
days are also one
of the most hazard-
ous times of the
year when it comes
to fi res and electri-
cal accidents.

Unfortunately,
every year people
do get hurt while
decorating. We
tend to get eager
to fi nish so we can
enjoy the lights,
but it’s best to take
your time, think 
before you start,
and don’t forget
to put safety fi rst.
Safe Electricity 
off ers several tips
as you deck the
halls this season.

Holiday lights
When using holiday lights,

whether indoors or out, look for
certifi cation by an accredited inde-
pendent testing laboratory, such
as UL. Make sure the lights are
properly rated, and only use lights
rated for outdoor use when plac-
ing outside.

Many of today’s light strands are
LED, which produces light with-
out the heat of conventional incan-
descent bulbs. Th ey are popular
for good reason, since the lifespan
of LEDs is 25 times that of incan-
descent lights. Th ey also are much
more energy effi  cient than tradi-
tional bulbs.

Before decorating begins, exam-
ine the light strands for damaged

plugs and cords, and discard items
that are cracked, old or frayed.

Do not run cords under car-
pets, through doorways or in a way 
that could cause a tripping haz-
ard. Puppies and other pets love to
chew on electrical cords, including 
light strands and extension cords.
Keep cords out of sight or hidden
with a cord cover.

Turn off  all lights before leav-
ing home and going to sleep. (A 
timer will help you stay on track.)
Also, check that any extension cord
you use is rated for its intended use,
especially if used outdoors.

Use candles with care
Only burn candles where

you can keep an eye on them.
Extinguish candles before going to
bed, leaving the room or leaving the
house. Place them out of reach of 
children and pets on heat-resistant
surfaces. Keep candles away from
fl ammable items like trees, decora-
tions, curtains and furniture. Th e
safest option is using batt ery-oper-
ated candles.

Fireplace safety tips
A cozy fi replace is a holiday 

favorite, but it requires careful han-
dling. Decorate wisely. Avoid hang-
ing fl ammable decorations like
stockings and greenery directly on
the mantel.

Perform annual maintenance.
Have your chimney and fi replace
checked and cleaned at least once
a year. Use a screen to prevent
embers from landing on fl oors, rugs
or carpet.

Tree selection and placement
When selecting your tree, make

sure that you consider the safest
option for your home. If you are
decorating with an artifi cial tree,

make sure you choose a fi re-resis-
tant one.

With a real tree, make sure the
needles are green and sturdy with a
trunk that is sticky with resin. Th ese
are indicators that your tree is well-
hydrated. Keep your tree stand
fi lled with water so the tree does
not become overly dry and present
a fi re hazard.

Always consider the optimal
placement of your tree. Ensure that
it is placed at least 3 feet away from
heat sources such as fi replaces or
radiators and on a stable platform.
When discarding a real tree, place it
far from your home and other com-
bustible objects, as dried trees are
highly fl ammable.

Decorating outdoors
When decorating outside,

respect electrical equipment. Look 
up and around for power lines.
Never throw lights or other deco-
rations into trees near power lines,
and do not att ach cords or lights
to utility poles. Remember to keep
ladders, equipment and yourself at
least 10 feet from power lines.

Match plugs with outlets. Do
not force a three-pronged plug 
into a two-pronged outlet or
extension cord. Only use lights,
cords, animated displays and dec-
orations rated for outdoor use.
Ensure outdoor outlets or exten-
sion cords are equipped with
ground fault circuit interrupters.

Never string more strands of 
lights together than recommended
by the manufacturer. Do not staple
or nail through light strands or elec-
trical cords. Use plastic or insulated
hooks to hang lights.

Safe Electricity hopes your
season will be safe, merry and
bright. For more information, visit
SafeElectricity.org.
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Cooking up energy savings
Simple ways to boost effi  ciency in the kitchen

T H E  H O L I DAY  S E AS O N  B R I N G S

opportunities to enjoy meals with
friends and family, leading to
spending more time in the kitchen.
Whether hosting a few or a crowd,
consider making new energy-effi  -
cient traditions this year with these
tips to manage your energy use.

Let’s start with cooking your
meal. Your electric oven is typically 
the highest-watt age appliance in the
kitchen. Yet, people usually don’t
turn their ovens on for long periods
of time. Assuming an average oven
watt age of 3,000 and an average cost
of $0.16 per kilowatt -hour, accord-
ing to the U.S. Energy Information
Administration, it costs $0.48 an
hour. Let’s say you use your oven for
four hours to make a special meal.
Th at’s less than $2 of electricity.
While that may not seem like a big 
deal now, operating your oven for
four hours every day is $700 a year.

Using smaller appliances instead
of your oven can help you save. A 
slow cooker uses between 100 and
450 watt s, which is signifi cantly 
less than an electric oven at 2,000
to 5,000 watt s. Th at means you
can use a slow cooker for a longer
period and still use less energy.

Opt for your microwave or
toaster oven to reheat or cook 
smaller items. Th e microwave uses

signifi cantly less energy than the
oven. A toaster oven uses about half 
the energy of a conventional oven,
according to ENERGY STAR.

You also want to avoid turning 
on your oven and leaving the door
open to heat your home. Th is can
break your oven and be a safety haz-
ard, especially with gas ovens that
can cause carbon monoxide buildup.

When cooking on the stovetop,
match the size of your pot or pan
to the burner. Lids help your pots
retain heat, which cooks food faster
and wastes less heat. Keep your
stovetop clean to ensure the appli-
ance heats evenly.

If you’re looking to upgrade your
stovetop, consider switching to an
induction cooktop. It uses an electro-
magnetic fi eld below the surface to
heat pots and pans directly. Th is pro-
vides more precise heat, faster cooking 
times and higher effi  ciency. It can also
improve the air quality in your home
when compared to a gas cooktop.

In my experience, people like to
gather in the kitchen during parties.
To avoid your guests overheating in
a room with a hot oven, turn your
thermostat down a few degrees
before guests arrive.

Next, let’s look for refrigerator
savings. Th e gaskets on your refrig-
erator doors should make a tight

seal to keep in cold air. Make sure
you clean and maintain them or
replace them if necessary. Don’t let
frost build up in the freezer, which
can decrease effi  ciency and make
your freezer work harder to main-
tain a balanced temperature.

Wait until food cools before put-
ting left overs in the fridge. Putt ing 
hot food in the refrigerator results in
more energy used to cool it down.
Aim for about 30 minutes for food
to cool. Perishable food should be
refrigerated within two hours aft er
it is cooked, according to the U.S.
Department of Agriculture.

Sett ing your refrigerator colder
than needed wastes energy. Th e
U.S. Department of Energy recom-
mends 37 degrees F for the refrig-
erator and 0 degrees for the freezer.
Use an appliance thermometer to
monitor the temperature.

When it comes to cleanup, run
full loads of dishes in the dishwasher
— being careful not to block any 
moving parts. Use eco mode if your
dishwasher has that sett ing. If you
are in the market for new appliances,
select ENERGY STAR models.

Whatever you choose to cook 
or how you cook it, keep in mind
these simple tips to make your
kitchen more effi  cient and save
energy this holiday season.

Miranda Boutelle is the 

director of operations and

customer engagement at

Effi  ciency Services Group

in Oregon, a cooperatively

owned energy effi  ciency

company.
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Business writer Scott Flood
has worked with electric

co-ops for more than four

decades to build knowledge

of energy-related issues. He

writes on a variety of energy-

related topics for the National

Rural Electric Cooperative

Association.

Boosting your home’s IQ
A guide to smarter electronics

I M AG I N E  WA K I N G  U P  O N a sunny 
morning, saying “Good morning,
house,” and standing back as the
light fi xtures fl ash on, the coff ee-
maker starts, the outdoor security 
lighting switches off , and the toaster

oven starts preheating for your fro-
zen toaster pastry? Th at may sound
like something from science fi ction,
but today’s smart home electronics
make it possible.

Smart devices use digital tech-
nology and Wi-Fi to take your
home to a new level of convenience
and comfort. Th ey can also help
you make bett er use of your elec-
tricity so you can reduce waste and
lower your energy bills.

Even if you’ve already put the
many advantages of smart elec-
tronics to work for your home and
family, you might be surprised by 
some of the newer devices with the
potential to change your daily life.

Smart thermostats
Heating and cooling use more

energy than anything else in your
home. Replacing your home’s stan-
dard thermostat with a smart model
can lower your monthly electric
bills while keeping you even more

comfortable. Smart thermostats
learn your daily habits and take over
for you. You won’t have to lower
your thermostat every evening,
because it will happen automatically.
Because smart thermostats know 

exactly when you need
electricity and when
you don’t, they waste a
lot less.

Smart appliances
Th e second-biggest

share of your home’s
electricity powers
appliances, from your
refrigerator to your
water heater. Smart
appliances use Wi-Fi
and high-tech sensors
to operate more effi  -
ciently. A smart washer
can sense the size

of your load and adjust the water
and cycle times accordingly. Smart
refrigerators can warn you when
the kids leave the door open. And
smart water heaters don’t waste
energy by heating water while
you’re asleep.

Smart plugs and power strips
An easy and aff ordable way to

explore smart technology is with
smart plugs, which plug into your
wall outlets. You can then plug 
lighting, appliances and other
devices directly into them. You’ll
be able to control all those devices
through a single app, so you can
tell the coff eemaker when to start
brewing, turn your exterior accent
lighting off  at dawn or have your
favorite music already streaming as
you walk in the door.

Smart power strips look like
their ordinary cousins but use
smart plugs. Th ey’re particularly 
helpful at eliminating waste caused

by what’s known as “phantom load”
— like leaving your phone charger
plugged in when it’s not charging.

Smart shades
You wish your family room

didn’t face south, because it’s always
warm during the day. Smart shades
and blinds can help. You can set
them to automatically open or
close depending on the time of day 
(or year) or based on your home’s
indoor temperature. Th ey can
help your air conditioner keep you
cooler for less.

Smart assistants
When you combine the capa-

bilities of individual smart home
electronics with voice assistants
like Amazon Alexa or whole-home
smart energy management systems,
they become even more powerful.
You can teach voice assistants to
carry out multiple tasks that make
up your daily routines. Energy man-
agement systems simplify control
of all aspects of your home’s energy 
use, and some off er specifi c tips to
help you save even more.

Be smart (with your smart devices)
While all those smart devices may 

be able to make your home more
energy effi  cient and your life more
comfortable, they’re not perfect.
Most require an internet connection,
so if your service is down, your smart
devices won’t work, either.

Smart devices typically don’t
receive frequent system updates
like your smartphone or laptop,
so be aware of potential security 
issues. Before you choose any smart
home device, make sure it’s com-
pletely secure and compatible with
what you have. Th en prepare to be
amazed by what smart home elec-
tronics will do for you.

PHOTO COURTESY OF HAPPY HUES - STOCK.ADOBE.COM

Smart appliances use Wi-Fi
and high-tech sensors to
operate more effi  ciently.
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SHOW SUPPORT

Small business owners can request to be featured in 
the Support Local section of Illinois Country Living 
magazine by submitting the form at icl.coop/local. 

The Velvet Hanger
604 Wabash Ave., Carthage 

facebook.com/thevelvethanger25

Always in style
Fashion for every budget at The Velvet Hanger
By Kayla Adkins

S O M E T I M E S  D R E A M S  D O  C O M E true. Th ey certainly did for
Deverie Troutman, a member of Western Illinois Electrical
Coop. and the owner of Th e Velvet Hanger in Carthage. “I
have wanted to have a store on the Carthage square since I was
probably 6,” she shares. When property became available, she
jumped at the chance. Her shop offi  cially opened in May 2025.

Th e store is branded as an upscale consignment boutique
for every budget. “It started out as a
joke, because I have way too many 
clothes and antiques and things like
that, so we joked that we were going 
to just do a pop-up consignment
store,” laughs Troutman.

Ironically, the property previ-
ously housed a consignment store,
so when it closed, the opportunity 
was too good to pass up. Her inven-
tory includes men’s, women’s and
kids’ clothing, shoes, accessories
and housewares.

Troutman says the community 
has responded eagerly. Within the
fi rst couple of days, there were more
than 300 bags of clothing to put
out for consignment. Since then,
she has seen visitors both local and
traveling, with many of the former
coming back regularly to peruse
new items.

One of her hott est items is
designer purses. “Th e nicer bou-
tique clothes move prett y quickly,
too,” says Troutman, explaining that
consignment pricing encourages people to buy items they 
might opt not to purchase new at a high-end store. She makes
sure to go through every piece and only puts out the items in
the best condition. “A lot of our stuff  will come in literally new 
with tags, and it fl ies off  the shelves,” she says.

Due to its success, the store has already moved down the
street into a bigger building. “I like to tell people that she opened

it on May 8, and we outgrew it on May 12,” laughs Debbi
Marmion, Troutman’s mom and full-time employee. By the end
of the following month, the new building, which is almost three
times larger than the original store, had been purchased.

While inventory quickly changes, there are items that don’t
sell, which Troutman donates. “Every single thing in here, at
the end of 60 days, gets donated to Tri-State Family Services,”

she says. “It doesn’t just go in a landfi ll. It does get back to the
community one way or another.”

Although she admits this endeavor has been more work 
than she originally expected, Troutman says she’s having fun
and takes pride in her business. “I cannot imagine doing any-
thing else. I mean, being self-employed is the most challeng-
ing, but most rewarding. It is worth it.”

Debbi Marmion and Deverie Troutman
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ICL.COOP/CALENDAR

$10, plus tax
Free shipping2026 

CALENDAR
Featuring photos by readers
submitted to our SnapShots page!

Claim your calendar today



C H R I S T M AS T I M E  I S  O F T E N  T H E  season of packed schedules and last-minute shopping. 
Th ere’s pressure to buy the perfect gift s for loved ones, but the best presents don’t always 
come wrapped in paper and bows. Sometimes, the greatest gift s are experiences and 
memories made with loved ones. 

Choosing to give an experience gift  can be a refreshing change. It’s a way to focus 
less on things and more on moments to look forward to long aft er the holidays are over. 
Whether it’s learning new skills, enjoying thrills or staying somewhere unique, there are 
opportunities across Illinois that go beyond traditional gift -giving this holiday season. 

Th is year, trade the checkout line and online retail for something more lasting. 
Explore Illinois Country Living’s list of experience gift  ideas found throughout the 
Prairie State, each off ering its own way to create memories. 

GIFTING MEMORIES
Experiences worth giving this holiday season



 ADVENTURES FOR ALL AGES
All aboard
irm.org
Gift  a journey through railroad history with a certifi cate to
visit  the Illinois Railway Museum in Union. Ride vintagem
electric or steam trains, explore historic rail cars and step into
a living railway museum. With more than 400 vintage rail cars
and trolleys, it’s the largest transportation museum of its kind
in the U.S. Plus, it is an interactive and educational experience
for kids, too. Note that the museum is open seasonally.

Go on safari
aikmanwildlife.com
Give someone a wild and wonderful day out at Aikman
Wildlife Adventure, tucked between Arthur and Arcola. At
this unique drive-through wildlife park, families can cruise
through a mile-long loop in their own vehicle, gett ing up close
to zebras, camels, antelope and more. Th ere are also wagon
and off -road adventures, as well as a walk- through area  with
smaller animals.

Summer fun
knightsactionpark.com
Th ere’s nonstop family fun at Knight’s Action Park ink
Springfi eld — a summer-day playground open  seasonally 
 that’s packed with rides, water thrills and  classic park charm.
Th ere are  amusement park rides, like the Big Wheel and
Paratrooper, a go-kart track, mini-golf courses  and the main
att raction — Splash Kingdom, with its lazy river, wave pool
and water slides.

Up close to wildlife
peoriazoo.org
Give the gift  of wonder with a trip t
tled in Glen Oak Park in Peoria. Th 

100 animal species and off e
e. A day

al e

A petting zoo experience
rainbowranchzoo.com
Gift  a hands-on, animal-fi lled day at Rainbow Ranch 
Pett ing Zoo, a family-run farm in Nashville. On a guided
 60- to 75-minute tour, guests walk through historic barns
and pastures to meet more than 200 animals — everything
from baby goats, sheep and pot-bellied pigs to more exotic
friends like zebras, kangaroos, emus  and even a “zedonk”
(zebra-donkey). Th e zoo is open seasonally and accepts cash,
Venmo or check only.

A hike with goats
hoofi t-galena.com
Treat someone to a quirky and memorable adventure with a
voucher for Hoof It Goat Treks in Galena — an experience
where you don’t just walk in the woods, you walk with goats.
Th e 45-minute to 1-hour guided goat trek takes you through
meandering trails with curious goats at your side. Th e trek is
suitable for all ages and abilities. It’s outside, immersive, play-
ful and unlike the usual outing — perfect for animal lovers,
families  and  friends seeking something diff erent.

Discover science and history
oriariverfrontmuseum.org

and discovery with a visit to the
linar



PLACES TO STAY
Family fun

p g
perfect for hiking, waterfalls and exploring Starved Rock,
Matt hiessen and Buff alo Rock  state  parks.

Grain bins and cabooses
wildlifeprairiepark.org
Give someone an experience that’s as wild as it is cozy —
staying overnight at Wildlife Prairie Park off ers an unfor-k
gett able getaway in the heart of nature, with some unique
accommodations. While there are rustic cabins overlooking
bison and elk pastures, grain bin cott ages and train cabooses
add to the experience. Visitors can also enjoy full access to the

nd unwind in nature under the stars.

Historic lodge and cabins
m
e Park off ers hiking, rock climbing, horse-

d overnight stays at Giant City Lodge. Th e
t in the 1930s by the Civilian Conservation

atures native sandstone and white-oak timber
rustic, timeless feel. Th ere are  also three types
ilable.

A mountain escape
com
ntain without leaving Illinois at Chestnut 
Resort, perched above the Mississippi Rivert
outside Galena, off ering beautiful views. In

Cabins and tree houses
timberridgeoutpost.com
Give someone a one-of-a-kind getaway tucked in the Shawnee
Hills — Timber Ridge Outpost & Cabins located near
Elizabethtown  off ers real treehouses, antique and Amish-built
log cabins, and private homes for a rustic yet refi ned escape.
It is located in close proximity to Shawnee National Forest,
Garden of the Gods, hiking trails and more southern Illinois
outdoor adventures.

More cabins and tree houses
tenacretreehouses.net
Enjoy a unique stay in western Illinois near the charming
community of Nauvoo. Ten Acre Treehouses off ers stays in
rustic cabins, whimsical tree houses and even an off -the-grid
experience. It’s the perfect rustic and peaceful getaway for
those who want an escape from everyday life.

Art and nature
allerton.illinois.edu
Here’s a gift  idea for a serene, art-and-nature-infused get-
away — Allerton Park and Retreat Center , located near
Monticello , is more than a park — it’s 1,500-plus acres of for-
est, formal gardens, meadows and sculptures. Th e lodging
options are historic and charming,  including stays in the man-
sion, a secluded 1917 house in the woods, the former garden-
er’s home and a rustic lodge.
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 THRILLING GIFTS

Escape reality

A canopy tour

everyday  who loves nature.

Soar above the clouds
buyaballoonride.com
Lift  someone into the skies with the unforgett able expe-
rience of hot-air ballooning just outside Galena with
Galena on the Fly. Th eir fl ights depart from the grounds of 
Eagle Ridge Resort & Spa and soar above Jo Daviess County’s
rolling hills, historic landscapes and scenic countryside.
Weather permitt ing, the rides are off ered at sunrise or sunset,
delivering breathtaking views. Gift  certifi cates are available —
perfect for giving now and scheduling later.

Enjoy the views
aeriesresort.com/skytour
It’s an adventure with a view — Graft on SkyTour at Aerie’sr
Resort is an easy-to-access thrill for all ages. From a choice of 
open-air chairs or enclosed gondolas, this sky-high ride carries
guests to the top of the bluff  overlooking the dramatic confl u-
ence of the Mississippi and Illinois rivers. Th e ride is suitable
for families and couples.

Taking a dive

Illinois countryside.

Paranormal thrills
ameliastours.com
Invite loved ones into the shadows of history with Amelia’s 
Galena Ghost Tours in Galena. A climate-controlled luxury 
shutt le carries guests on an aft er-dark expedition through
haunted sites and hidden stories of the city. Equipped with
ghost-hunting tools like EMF detectors, every stop explores
the paranormal. It merges historical intrigue with eerie explo-
ration and works for thrill-seekers, ghost-story fans or  simply a
memorable night out.

Aim and throw
thegame-yard.com
Axe throwing is a test of skill at Th e Game Yard in Highland.d
Th is is not your average axe-throwing experience — par-
ticipants step up to high-tech projected targets in a relaxed,
social space complete with a full-service bar. In addition to axe
throwing, Th e Game Yard also off ers other activities, includ-
ing a golf simulator, giant Jenga, iRacing and more.
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 HANDS-ON EXPERIENCES

Forge a knife

Spoon carving

Recipes for success

Paint your own pottery

Create your own pottery

Become an artist

The gift of music
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By Lisa Cherry

THE BUCHANAN CENTER FOR the Arts in Monmouth opens doors 
to the appreciation and experience of art to the members of 
its rural community and those surrounding. From outreach 
to local schools and public service organizations to collabo-
ration with the nearby college and local library, its impact 
can be felt throughout Warren, Mercer and Henderson 
counties. Th at impact is fueled by the eff orts of community 
members past and present fi lling a myriad of roles.

Th e center, founded in 1989, is the legacy of former 
resident Grace Buchanan, described as “a country girl at 
heart who developed a passion for the arts.” Her belief that 
all people should have access to the performing and visual 
arts ultimately led to the provision of those opportunities 
in the area through her estate. Members of the center and 
donors continue to further her mission monetarily.

Its home base, a building that housed the fi rst public 
library in the state of Illinois, hosts changing exhibits in 
its Patt ee and James Keefe galleries. A dedicated gallery 
space in the classroom features works by Harlow Blum, 

a former art professor at Monmouth College, and an 
exterior wall boasts a mural celebrating the arts created 
by a former artist in residence.

One of the center’s major outreach eff orts is its Art 
Presenter Program, originally created by Blum’s wife Lila and 
a group of fellow teachers to promote the arts to children in 
grades K-5. “Schools are in dire need of arts education, con-
sidering the cuts that are happening,” says Rebecca Quick, 
Buchanan’s program coordinator and social media curator. 

Buchanan board member Sarah Mayfi eld manages 
the program, which includes scheduling its 60-plus vol-
unteers. “She gathers all the volunteers for the schools 
in the area,” Quick explains. “It is sectioned off  into 
each grade level, so kindergarten [for example] will 
have diff erent pieces [of artwork], and those will rotate 
through the schools each month.”

Quick teaches in the center’s newly renovated classroom 
space. “I teach classes to anyone from [ages] 5 to 105,” she 
laughs. “I try to make classes that are specifi c for kids as well 
as adults. I [also] teach a summer art series [and] implement 
things [kids] might not do [in school], like plaster craft  and 
paper mache.” Th e recent renovation included a new kiln for 
the classroom, which has further expanded class options. 

Quick became involved with the center as a former art-
ist in residence herself, which eventually led to her current 
role. “Being an avid artist and fan of the arts, I believe [art 
is] an integral part of education, giving kids the chance to 
be creative and diversify their knowledge,” she says.

Classes take place outside the facility as well, whether it 
be home school Fridays at Warren County Public Library 
or during visits to the Warren Achievement Center, an edu-
cational facility for the mentally and physically disabled. 
Th e center also coordinates with Monmouth College. “We 
do a lot of collaboration,” says Quick. “I do diff erent fairs 
and events they have on campus to promote the center.”

FOR 
ALL

Community involvement fuels center’s success

ART



Buchanan Center for the Arts also has authority as a regrant-
ing agency for the Illinois Arts Council Agency (IACA). Th is
designation allows the center to grant IACA funds, along with
matching funds raised locally, to arts groups, organizations,
schools and artists in Warren County. Recent grant recipients
include the Immaculate Conception School, Monmouth College
and the local dance studio, among others.

Operated by a staff  of only three — a soon-to-be full-time
executive director, a creative assistant and Quick — volunteers
are a much-needed resource. Quick says that she sees more
than 100 people contribute their time during any given sea-
son. “Th roughout the year, we have people coming in to help us
hang and tear down shows,” she explains. “I see 25 kids in each
of [our art] sessions, and I see two sessions a day, so it’s a lot of 
 hands on deck to make sure everything is cleaned up and ready 
for the next class.”

Th ere are six shows each year — the fi rst, which takes place
January-February, originates with a call to artists. “Th at one is a
changing exhibition,” says Quick. “March and April is our Town
& Country Art Show, which features artwork from local schools.
It’s open to any child wanting to submit their work. I believe last
year we had just under 400 pieces in [that] show.”

May and June is another call to artists, followed by Art from
the Heartland in July and August, which features work from
regional artists. Th e 64 Arts National Juried Exhibition — which
brings works by artists from across the nation — runs September-
October, and the Security Savings Bank Amateur Photography 
Show fi nishes out their calendar year.

Of the six, two of the exhibitions are juried — 64 Arts, named
in honor of the 64 spaces on the Monmouth public square, and
Art from the Heartland. “64 Arts [is a] national juried show, prob-
ably our most prestigious show of the year. Th is year, we have 43
artists from 13 diff erent states,” she says. Community members
oft en serve as jurors for the shows. “Generally, it’s either an artist
or an arts teacher in the area,” adds Quick, who also served as a
juror prior to working at the center.

Despite the many facets to the center’s current program-
ming, more are planned, including renovations to the building’s
currently unused second fl oor. “We’re just fi nishing a capital
campaign and beginning construction,” says Ann Tenold Rogan,
the center’s newly appointed executive director. She says plans
include installing an elevator. “Th e second fl oor right now is not
a usable space, [but] it’s a beautiful space. … When it opens, it’s
going to double the space we have available. … Upstairs will be
a whole new venue.”

Rogan says they would like to host plays and other performing
art pieces in the new space, perhaps even square dance lessons.
“We’re talking about partnering with local mental health groups
to do some art therapy classes upstairs,” she adds.

Rogan grew up in Monmouth and recently returned. “My 
mother was a pott er. My dad, when he retired from the bench,
started a woodcarving career,” she says. “Both of my parents were
prett y artistic.” When it became clear art wasn’t where her own
talents lay, she went into nonprofi t management.
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“I want us to get a donor database and work on our 
community connections and partnerships and things 
like that,” Rogan explains. “[Our] board of directors 
has a membership of 15 and is incredibly involved 
— there are eight diff erent committ ees. Th ey meet 
almost every month, and they are very  hands-on.”

She believes their level of involvement helps the 
center be seen as a true community partner. “Board 
members and staff  will go and talk about diff er-
ent programs and partnerships we have [on local 
radio],” says Rogan. “We just joined the Monmouth 
Greater Chamber of Commerce. I met with the exec-
utive director there, and we’re talking about what 
Buchanan can do for Christmas on the square.”

Another outreach eff ort in the works involves the oral 
tradition of storytelling. “Back in the ’80s, an arts coun-
cil did a writing project with the senior citizens of each 
county,” explains Rogan, adding that Warren County resi-
dents participated  in that undertaking. “What we would 
like to do is pull those archives, create a companion writ-
ing piece for today’s senior citizens, [and] do some pro-
gramming on how those stories compare. We got that 
idea from the Twin Rivers Arts Council,  [which] spear-
headed the original writing program.”

Th e breadth of their projects epitomizes the broad 
defi nition of the word  “art, ” she says. “It’s not just fi ne 
arts hanging on a wall to be viewed. It’s also your own 
personal experiences with it, creating memories with the 
people you are with while you [have] those experiences,” 
Rogan continues. “We were also talking about having 
intergenerational art programming. … You could do 
that with all sorts of diff erent types of relationships. … 
Th at’s what we’re thinking for the second fl oor.”

She remembers her mother having exhibits at the 
center and is almost sure her father was on the board 
of directors at some point. “It’s a nonprofi t that has 
deep roots for as old as it is,” she says. “If the vision 

isn’t carried on or adopted by the community, it 
[only] lasts a generation. [Th e center’s longevity] is a 
testament to the stability of the organization … and 
how important it is to a rural community like this.”

Robust membership also contributes to its lon-
gevity, and free programming for members and chil-
dren bolsters its impact. “Th ere are probably 100 
people who come to each art opening, and hundreds 
will see a show between when it goes up and when it 
comes down,” she adds, noting that she expects those 
numbers to increase with the more interactive expe-
riences planned for the additional space upstairs. “I 
think you’re going to really see it popping.”

While not an artist herself, Rogan loves the sto-
ries that diff erent works of art reveal about the time 
of their creation. “Th e further away you get from 
it, the more you can tell about it,” she explains. 
“Diff erent interpretations of a single piece will 
change over history, because you’re looking at it 
through the fi lter of your life. … Something may 
mean one thing in 1600 and may mean something 
else completely in 1800. It might have been loved in 
1900 and hated in the year 2000. I just [fi nd it] fasci-
nating how complex … and subjective it really is.” 

From its founder to its board and staff  members, 
donors, volunteers, members, artists, professors, stu-
dents, teachers, jurors and visitors — Buchanan Center 
for the Arts also tells a story — the story of a rural com-
munity coming together to off er the arts to all. 

“Everyone has a spot at the table for art,” says Quick. 

LEARN MORE

For more information about Buchanan Center for the Arts, 
go to bcaarts.org. 





By Lisa Cherry

I N  S PA N I S H ,  T H E  WO R D potrillo means foal; for  Grevil and
Angel Sagastume, who own  and operate  Potrillo’s Mexican Grill
alongside their family, the foal symbolizes a  new chapter , full of 
promise. While the restaurant has been open for a few years in
two locations, Auburn and Carlinville, the latt er recently moved
into a new building on M.J.M. Electric Cooperative lines.

Th e Sagastume family members — Grevil, wife  Ana and
brothers Angel and Brayan, to name a few — are excited about
the new space. “Th is is a bett er spot, bigger,” says An a. “It’s a big
opportunity for us, because we own the building.

“We want to create something special for the community,” she
continues. “A special place, where the people can come, enjoy,
[experience] another environment, relax [and make] memories.”

Th e Carlinville community has supported the move to
the new building, which previously housed Th e Glades, a
fi ne dining establishment that was known for its ratt lesnake
appetizer — marinated, breaded and fried fi let mignon
served with a special butt er sauce.

“Th is building has a lot of history,” An a explains. “Th e
owners at that time were like us, very social, very close to peo-
ple. … When people come in, they [relive] those memories.
You can see it on their faces, how they feel it.”

She loves to hear older generations reminisce about visit-
ing as children. “We [want to]  continue creating memories,”
she adds.

Some of those memories are made behind the scenes,
tackling challenges and celebrating wins. “We have been in
this business for years . … But, as owners, you get many sur-
prises, some things you wouldn’t even think of,” says An a.
“You have a challenge, you’re going to learn from it. Th is [has
been] our experience, and this is what we learned, and this is
how we grow. It’s nothing for us [as a] family to tackle it.”

She says the family enjoys working together, despite the
long hours. “We all work together. We are a team. We are more
than family — everyone has a role,” she explains. “Some days,
you have to work like 16 to 20 hours, and the next day, no mat-
ter what, you have to wake up and continue the routine.”

MakingMOVES, 
MEALS andMEMORIES
A  new chapter for Potrillo’s Mexican Grill 
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LET’S EAT!
Potrillo’s Mexican Grill
18838  State Route 4, Carlinville

217-899-8211

potrillosrestaurant.com

HOURS

Sun-Thu: 11 a.m.-9 p.m.

Fri-Sat: 11 a.m.-10 p.m.

720 E. Jackson  St., Auburn

217-438-4600

HOURS

11 a.m.-9 p.m. daily

A major part of that routine takes place in the
kitchen, under the supervision of her brother-in-
law, Chef Angel. An a says  they frequently try out
new menu items and weed out those that are less
popular. Still, the menu is quite extensive, which
keeps things hopping.

“You have maybe 25 tickets in the kitchen, and
they’re coming and coming  —  [the kitchen crew]
handles the pressure very well,” she describes. “I
don’t know how they mentally prepare [and] are
so 100% there [in the moment].

 “It’s incredible. You have to see it to believe
it, how they are connected,” she continues. “ One
ticket [can have] 20 meals, and they have 20
meals already at the moment.”

At any given time, customers are order-
ing from a long list of appetizers, soups, salads,
lunch specials, quesadillas, enchiladas, burritos,
chimichangas, tacos and fajitas. In addition, the
kitchen serves up a number of chicken, steak and
seafood entrees. Th ere is also a selection of spe-
cial entrees, like the Carnitas Dinner, consisting
of tender pork tips topped with fried onions and
served with rice, refried beans, lett uce, guaca-
mole, Pico de Gallo and three tortillas.

Fajitas are a bestseller, but An a  says the Arroz
con Pollo is the “teenagers’ meal” — grilled
chicken over a bed of rice, covered with cheese
dip and served with three tortillas. “Chicken,
cheese and rice,” she laughs.

For more diverse palates, An a recommends the
carnitas, the Camarones shrimp dishes and steak 

dinners. Patrons would also be remiss to forego one
of Potrillo’s desserts — from chimi cheesecake to
fried ice cream, fl an, churros and sopapilla.

Another distinguishing feature of the  restau-
rant is its decor. “It’s another view of Mexican
restaurants, something diff erent,” she explains.
“Mexican restaurants can be diff erent than the
culture and colors. We decided to do something
else.” She adds that its ranch style is a nod to
Carlinville’s farming community.

“Since the beginning, we have had a lot of sup-
port,” says An a. “ [Customers] express how well
the [staff  was] with them, how good the food is,
how nice it is to come in and talk with people.”

She emphasizes that the family has two main
priorities, one being the quality and presentation
of the food they serve. “We care about how the
plate goes to the table,” An a says.

Th eir other priority is providing the highest
level of service. “We train everyone … [Th e cus-
tomers] have to remember you — the service,
the interaction,” she adds.

“When people are happy with what you are cre-
ating for them, it gives you energy, it gives you more
motivation — that’s very important to all of us.”
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Opposite top:  Carnitas Dinner (foreground)
and Chimichanga Fajita
Opposite bottom: Sopapilla
 Above left: Potrillo’s ranch style is a nod to Carlinville’s
farming community .
 Above right:  Brayan, Ana, Grevil, Angel and Jose Sagastume

PHOTO COURTESY OF KARIN DOOLIN/TENSIXTEEN PHOTOGRAPHY



WE NEED RECIPES! 

Pastries

Snacks

Sugar -free

New favorites

Please email recipe submissions or
questions to fi nestcooking@icl.coop
or mail them to Finest Cooking c/o
Illinois Country Living, 6460 S. 6th St.
Frontage Road East, Springfi eld, IL 62712.
Please include your name, address,
phone number (for questions), and
the name of your electric cooperative.
Additional recipes can be found on our
website at fi nestcooking.com.

H

Recipes are prepared, tasted and

photographed by Colten Bradford,

Illinois Country Living editor.

Mini Angel Food Cakes

Sugar and Spice Nuts

Brown Butter Sugar Cookie Rice Krispies
Servin

 3/4 cup butter

 1 10-ounce package marshmallows

 1/2 cup sugar cookie mix

Grease a 9-by-13-inch glass dish. In a large, light -colored saucepan, melt the butter ove

Continue cooking until golden  while stirring or swirling  the contents of the pan. The butter will foam, 

turn golden brown and smell nutty. This will take about 6-8 minutes. Add in the marshmallows and stir until

almost melted. Add in sugar cookie mix  and stir until combined. Remove from heat and stir in rice cereal.

While still warm, stir in the sprinkles. Don’t overmix — you want to still see the festive red and green colors.

Pour into prepared dish and let cool. Note: Browning the butter will give a caramel fl avor. If you would like

the sugar cookie fl avor to stand out more, just melt the butter instead of browning it.
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Chow Mein Noodle Candy

Snowball Surprises

a tray so they d

the cherries are fi rm. This ma



Chris Enroth is a horticulture

educator with the University

of Illinois Extension, serving 

Henderson, Knox, McDonough

and Warren counties. This 

column also appears in the 

“Good Growing” blog at 

go.illinois.edu/GoodGrowing.

In bloom for the season
How the poinsettia became a holiday staple

D I D  YO U  K N OW  T H E  most popular
pott ed plant is not sold during the
warm growing season? Nearly all
sales of this plant happen between
Th anksgiving and Christmas. As the

winter days reach their shortest, many 
Americans decorate their homes with
the festive colors of the poinsett ia.

Indeed, the poinsett ia is a major
economic driver for the nursery 
industry, accounting for a quarter of 
sales each year. Th ese are impressive
numbers for a plant that most will
toss once the colors start to fade.
But there’s more to the poinsett ia
than just modern-day economics.

Native to southern Mexico, the
poinsett ia has a long history with
humans, with known cultivation
going back to the Aztec civilization.
In its native range, poinsett ia blooms
during December. As Catholic
teachings spread through indigenous

Mexican communities, the plant
was traditionally used to decorate
churches to celebrate Christmas.

In 1825, President John Quincy 
Adams appointed the fi rst U.S.

, JAmbassador to Mexico, Joel
Roberts Poinsett , a politician

with an interest in botany 
and co-founder of the

Smithsonian. Wandering 
the countryside of 
Mexico, Poinsett  took 
cutt ings from a shrub
with red fl owers (tech-

nically bracts) growing 
next to the road.

He sent these to
his greenhouse in South

Carolina, thereby introduc-
ing the poinsett ia to the U.S.
Poinsett  has a disreputable history 
of involvement with the Trail of 
Tears and slavery, and was eventu-
ally kicked out of Mexico for his
behavior toward the Mexican gov-
ernment. Regardless, his name has
stuck to one of the most popular
plants sold around the world.

Today, poinsett ias are sold
mostly in the U.S., Mexico, Canada
and Europe. Greenhouse growers
can manipulate the day length to
mimic the 12-hour light/dark cycle
of southern Mexico to induce the
plant to form fl owers, even in the
northern reaches of Canada.

Each year, poinsett ia breed-
ers and wholesale buyers (larger

grocer and fl orist chains) gather at
a greenhouse near Millstadt, Ill.,
to showcase next year’s poinset-
tias. Th e wholesale buyers vote for
their favorites and place orders for

y p pnext year’s poinsett ia crop. I was
fortunate to att end last year and am
interested to see what poinsett ias
will be for sale in 2025.

Poinsett ias are also trying to break 
out of the Christmas holiday mar-
ket. Imagine rustic orange, tan and
dull yellow poinsett ias for fall and
Halloween. And bright pink, white
and yellow poinsett ias for spring.

With more than 35 million
poinsett ias sold in the U.S. each
year, it’s likely that you will have to
take care of one this holiday season.
Here are some tips to keep your
poinsett ia alive, at least until the rel-
atives leave.

Place your poinsett ia in indirect
light. Keep the plant from touch-
ing cold windows. Keep poinsett ias
away from warm or cold draft s from
radiators, air registers or open doors
and windows.

Cooler temperatures of 60-70
degrees Fahrenheit during the
day and nightt ime temperatures
around 55 F prolong poinsett ia
blooms. Move the plant to a cooler
room at night, if possible. Check 
the soil daily. Make sure the deco-
rative foil has holes for drainage,
and discard any excess water col-
lected in the saucer.

Viking Cinnamon poinsettias

Luv-U-Pink poinsettias

PHOTOS COURTESY OF U OF I EXTENSION
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Insulation. 4x8 sheets, foil-
backed foam. All  factory 
 seconds. www.nichols5.com.
Contact Ken Nichols, 
800-424-1256. DIMENSION BUILDINGS

Best Buildings at the Best Price
For a Complete 30x50

Deluxe Pole Barn Package
CALL (618) 997-9568

www.dimensionbldgs.com
All Sizes Available        Marion, IL

$3,650only
not building pictured

,

3 5 1 8 4 6 2 7 9
6 4 9 7 2 3 1 5 8
2 8 7 5 9 1 3 4 6
1 6 3 9 5 8 4 2 7
5 9 2 4 3 7 6 8 1
8 7 4 6 1 2 9 3 5
9 3 6 2 7 5 8 1 4
7 1 8 3 6 4 5 9 2
4 2 5 1 8 9 7 6 3

To advertise in
Illinois Country Living 
email info@icl.coop

Buyers of Standing Timber and Cut Logs

Todd
217-473-1009

Cole
217-801-3088

Gary
217-801-7975

21046 CR 800 N. • Kilbourne, IL 62655

HODGSON
LUMBER & LAND IMPROVEMENT

WINDOW & DOOR SAVINGS EVENT

Save big on replacement windows and doors!

Offer Ends 1/31/2026
Call for your FREE consultation.

877-591-9026
FINDYOURWINDOW.COM

1DETAILS OF OFFER: Offer expires 1/31/2026. Not valid with other 
offers or prior purchases. Buy one (1) window or entry/patio door, 
get one (1) window or entry/patio door 40% off when you purchase
four (4) or more windows or entry/patio doors between 11/24/2025 
and 1/31/2026. 40% off windows and entr y/patio doors are 
less than or equal to lowest cost window or entry/patio door in the
order. Additional $200 off your entire purchase, minimum purchase 
of 4 required, taken after initial discount(s), when you purchase by 
1/31/2026. Call for financing details. Available at participating 
locations and offer applies throughout the service area. See your local 
Renewal by Andersen location for details. License numbers available at
renewalbyandersen.com/license. Some Renewal by Andersen locations 
are independently owned and operated. “Renewal by Andersen” and all 

Buy One, Get One 40% OFF
Windows and Doors1

Minimum purchase of 4

PLUS $200 OFF
Your Entire Purchase1

Minimum purchase of 4

PLUS SPECIAL FINANCING

YOUR SOURCE FOR AFFORDABLE 
PRINT AND WEB DESIGN.

energizedgraphics.com
PROMOTIONAL

MATERIALS NOW AVAILABLE



A chill in
the air

1. BRAD BUHRKE
Corn Belt Energy Corporation

2. CYNTHIA 
 BEANBLOSSOM

Norris Electric Cooperative

3. DAN AND VAL HERRIOT
Shelby Electric Cooperative

4. WILMA BOYS
Shelby Electric Cooperative

5. LAURA PORTZER
JCE Co-op

6. CAROL GIPSON
McDonough Power Cooperative

UPCOMING THEMES
February — Pets
March — Old buildings
April — Pop of color
May — Flora and fauna

6

1

2 3

4

5

SUBMIT A PHOTO

Online: icl.coop/snapshots 

Email: cbradford@aiec.coop 

Rules: Include high-quality digital 
fi les. When submitting, include details 
about the photo, artist’s name and the 
co-op name.

Deadlines: Submissions are due 30 
days before the publication month.

Terms of use: By submitting any 
photos to Snapshots, whether online  
or by email, you agree to grant Illinois 
Country Living and icl.coop royalty-
free, perpetual and nonexclusive rights 
to use, display, edit, publish or archive 
it in whole or in part online or in print. 
You further warrant that you have 
all legal, moral and other rights that 
may be necessary to grant the license 
specifi ed above.

Visit icl.coop/snapshots for full 
terms and conditions.
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POWERING
YOUR 
FUTURE
17 SCHOLARSHIPS
$3,000 EACH

The electric cooperatives of Illinois ar

to offer scholarships to deserving stud

in our co-op family. Whether you’re a h

school senior planning to attend colleg

interested in a career as a lineworker, 

a scholarship opportunity for you.

Applications are now open for the 202

Illinois Electric Cooperatives Memorial

Scholarships. Apply by December 31, 2

for most scholarships, or by April 30, 2

for the lineworker scholarship. Scan th

code or go to https://bit.ly/IECScholar

for more details.



Sarah Bush Lincoln Orthopedics was 

recognized by Women’s Choice Awards Best 

100 Hospitals. The award is based on its: 

   • clinical performance

   • patient experience scores

   • advanced technology

Top 5% Nationally

The largest orthopedic group in downstate Illinois.

EFFINGHAM
SBL Bonutti Clinic 
1303 W. Evergreen Ave., Suite 200

     Orthopedics – 217-342-3400
     Podiatry – 217-238-3435

MATTOON
SBL Orthopedics, Sports Medicine & Podiatry
Prairie Pavillion 2
1004 Health Center Dr., Suite 100

217-238-3435
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