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President's Report EPA’s power plant rule threatens electric reliability
 As a consumer-member of Spoon River 

Electric, keeping the lights on at a cost you can 

afford is the focal point of everything we do. 

Transparency is one of our core values, so in 

addition to sharing co-op successes, I believe 

we also have a responsibility to tell you about 

the challenges, too. 

 In May, the U.S. Environmental Protection 

Agency (EPA) issued a rule that impacts 

energy production from power plants. The 

power plant rule will undoubtedly threaten 

access to reliable electricity for our local com-

munity and communities across the country. 

 The rule constrains existing coal and new 

natural gas plants by requiring them to install 

carbon capture and storage (CCS) — a tech-

nology that has potential but has not been 

proven to be viable as required. No power 

plant in North America currently uses CCS at 

the scale and levels mandated by EPA. When 

power plants aren’t able to comply with EPA’s 

CCS requirements, they will be required to 

shut down, significantly limit operations or 

switch fuels. These unrealistic standards will 

force the unnecessary and early shutdown of 

many power plants that currently provide reli-

able electricity 24/7.

 Renewable sources, such as solar and wind, 

are important components of our overall gener-

ation mix. But, given the intermittent nature of 

these energy sources, we simply cannot depend 

on them, because the wind doesn’t always blow, 

and the sun doesn’t always shine. The need for 

always-available power-generating resources is 

still essential. 

 The timing of the power plant rule is equally 

troubling. At the same time the EPA is lead-

ing our nation down the path to fewer power 

IMPACTS OF THE EPA’S POWER PLANT RULE
The Environmental Protection Agency’s (EPA) power plant rule threatens access 
to reliable electricity for millions of Americans. The EPA’s power plant rule will:  

Force the premature closure of many 
power plants that currently provide 
electricity 24/7. 
Mandate the deployment of unproven 
carbon capture and storage technology.
Jeopardize the reliability of the grid at 
a time when America is already facing 
a surge in electricity demand. 
Heighten the risk of rolling power 
outages to relieve pressure on the 
electric grid. 
Increase costs for consumers as utilities 
are forced to pay for new power 
generation to comply with the EPA rule.
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in territory: 29,361

EPA continued from 18A

plants, utilities are facing a surge in electricity demand — driven by the 

onshoring of manufacturing, the growth of the American economy and the 

rapid expansion of data centers to support artifi cial intelligence, e-commerce 

and cryptocurrency. 

 Many states have already experienced rolling outages, and if the supply 

of electricity is further threatened by the EPA’s power plant rule, the prob-

lem will only get worse. In fact, the North American Electric Reliability 

Corporation (NERC), the nation’s electric reliability watchdog, recently 

forecasted that over the next 5 years, all or parts of 19 states are at high risk 

of rolling power outages during normal peak electricity demand conditions. 

 It’s also no secret that when demand is high and supply is low, costs go up. 

We’re concerned about threats to reliability as well as cost increases for our 

members. 

 I don’t say all of this to worry you, but I do want our members to under-

stand the challenges that lie ahead. Just as we’ve always done, we will look 

for solutions that serve our members best. We are joining electric co-ops 

across the country to fi ght these regulations, and we are working with our 

local elected offi  cials to help them understand the consequences this would 

have on all Illinoisans. 

 Co-ops are no strangers to innovation, and we’re taking proactive steps to 

address today’s energy challenges and tomorrow’s energy needs. We’ll con-

tinue to explore new technologies and strategies that bolster reliability and 

our local grid. 

 Electric cooperatives like Spoon River Electric deliver power to 42 million 

Americans. At the end of the day, our top priority is to meet our members’ 

energy needs, and we must have reliable electricity available to do that.

 If you’re interested in learning more about policy impacts to power 

reliability, or to make your voice heard on this matter, visit 

voicesforcooperativepower.com.
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Go above and beyond for a safe harvest
 Modern farming often relies on 

data and equipment with GPS and 

auto-guidance systems. However, even 

with these modern conveniences, farm 

workers must remain vigilant. That’s 

because farming is considered one of 

the most dangerous jobs. 

 Massive machinery is indispensable 

to farming, but the same impressive size, 

height and extensions make them par-

ticularly vulnerable to contacting power 

lines. That’s why staying alert, focused 

and knowledgeable about potential haz-

ards and safety procedures is crucial. 

 During a busy harvest season, the 

familiar sights around the farm can eas-

ily fade into the background, and farm 

workers can overlook the power lines 

overhead. However, failing to notice 

them can lead to deadly accidents. 

360-degree awareness
 Awareness of your surroundings 

— around, above and below — and 

planning safe equipment routes can sig-

nificantly reduce the risk of accidents. 

Even with GPS and auto-steering, it’s 

imperative that farm workers keep a 

close eye on the equipment’s location 

and be ready to take action if necessary. 

 Exposed underground powerlines, 

defective wiring in farm buildings 

and extension cords are also hazards. 

Grain bins can pose a potential danger 

as well. The National Electrical Safety 

Code requires power lines to be at 

least 18 feet above the highest point 

on any grain bin with which portable 

augers or other portable filling equip-

ment are used. If you plan to install 

new grain bins or you’re concerned 

about the proximity of power lines 

to existing grain bins, contact Spoon 

River Electric. 

Smart harvest safety tips
 To ensure a safer harvest season, 

SafeElectricity.org recommends the 

following tips to avoid electrical acci-

dents on the farm:

 Exercise caution near 
power lines. Be careful when 

raising augers or the bed of 

grain trucks around power lines.

 Use spotters when oper-
ating large machinery 
near power lines. Ensure 

the spotters do not touch the 

machinery while it is moving 

near power lines.

 Lower equipment exten-
sions, portable augers or 
elevators before moving 
or transporting equip-
ment. Do not raise equipment, 

such as ladders, poles or rods 

into power lines. Remember 

that nonmetallic materials like 

lumber, tree limbs, ropes and 

hay can conduct electricity, espe-

cially when damp, dusty or dirty.

 Never attempt to raise or 
move power lines to clear 
a path. Doing so could result 

in electric shock or death. 

 Avoid using metal poles 
inside bins. Don’t use metal 

poles to break up bridged grain 

inside or around bins. 

 
Ensure that qualified electri-

cians handle work on drying 

equipment and other farm elec-

trical systems.

 While rare, the only reason to exit 

equipment that has come into contact 

with overhead lines is if the equip-

ment is on fire. However, if it happens, 

jump off the equipment with your feet 

together and without touching the 

machinery and the ground at the  

same time. Then, still keeping your 

feet together, hop to safety as you 

leave the area. 

KNOW THE SIGNS

Farming and ranching are 
stressful occupations that are 
associated with increased levels 
of anxiety and depression.  Left 
untreated, stressors may lead to 
mental health issues, increased 
substance use or death by 
suicide.

One person dies by suicide 
every 10.9 minutes. 
In 2021, suicide ranked as the 11th 
most frequent cause of death.
The national suicide average is 
14.1 per 100,000 people. 

The suicide rate is 43.7 
deaths per 100,000 people. 
The suicide rate is the 6th 
highest among occupational 
groups. 

IN THE U.S.: 

For farmers, rangers and 
agricultural managers: 

Changes in routine or social 
activities. 
Decreased interest in 
activities or events. 
Decline in care for crops, 
animals and the farm. 
More frequent illnesses or 
chronic conditions. 
Increase in accidents on 
the farm or ranch. 
Less care about personal 
appearance. 
Decreased interest in 
activities or events. 
Signs of stress in family 
members. 

SIGNS AND SYMPTOMS

ASK if they have suicidal thoughts. 
KEEP them safe. 
BE THERE by listening carefully. 
HELP them connect. 
STAY connected.

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

FIVE ACTION STEPS
for helping someone in
emotional pain:  

NATIONAL SUICIDE AND
CRISIS LIFELINE NUMBER: 

988
CALL OR TEXT Sources: Penn State Extension,

NIMH, Nat’l. Farm Bur. 

Farm and Ranch Stress is REAL
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PREPAREDNESS TIPS:
Keep a list of 
emergency phone 
numbers in a location 
that’s easy to find. 

Learn about different 
types of emergency 
alerts and understand 
what they mean.

Make an emergency 
kit that includes 
items like flashlights, 
batteries, water, non-
perishable food and a 
First Aid Kit. 

Designate a safe area
in your home in the 
event of a severe 
storm. This should be 
an area in the center 
of the home, away 
from windows. 

Make sure smoke 
alarms are installed on every floor of your home and outside bedrooms. Test alarms 
every month to ensure they’re working properly. 
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WORD BANK: phone numbers, emergency alerts, kit, safe area, smoke alarms

PREPAREDNESS 
MONTH WORD 
SEARCH
Did you know September is National 
Preparedness Month? There are 
several ways you and your family can 
be prepared for an emergency. 
Read the tips below, then find and 
circle the bolded words in the puzzle. 
(Use the word bank as a guide.)
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