
Across The 

Desk

Alan W. Wattles

 Line personnel from Monroe 

County Electric Cooperative 

(MCEC) participated in the 

annual Lineworker’s Safety Rodeo 

coordinated by the Association of 

Illinois Electric Cooperatives (AIEC) 

on Thursday, Sept. 21. Eighteen teams 

from 14 electric co-ops and two 

municipal electric utilities participated 

in the friendly competition, along 

with eight others competing 

individually. The rodeo highlights the 

skills lineworkers use to work safely 

and efficiently.

 Gary Gilbert, Andrew Gotto and 

Matt Kish represented MCEC at the 

rodeo, held at the LLCC Line School 

Yard in Springfield. They competed 

against teams from across Illinois in 

events using skills that focus on agility, 

speed and accuracy. While these skills 

are part of the judging criteria, above 

all, participants are judged on safe 

work practices.

 Line personnel competed in four 

team and individual events, a 40-foot 

climb, pole top rescue, H-structure 

obstacle course and a cutout change. 

The day concluded with a head-to-

head climbing challenge.

 Scores for each event are based on 

completion time, proper execution of 

the task and safety. Deductions were 

made to a team or individual’s overall 

performance score due to mistakes 

such as slipping when climbing poles, 

dropping tools or executing inappropri-

ate procedures or methods.

 At the end of the day, the MCEC 

team earned second place in the 40-foot 

climb. Congratulations to our linework-

ers on their team and individual efforts. 

Monroe County Electric line 
personnel earn high scores in 
Lineworker’s Safety Rodeo
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Date Duration # Out Map Location Cause Desc Substation

09/04/23 0:58 28 G Rd Trees, other                  Poe

09/04/23 2:00 27 Saeger Rd Trees, other                 E. Carondelet

09/04/23 1:41 60 Bluff Rd/Walnut Rd Small animals or birds        Fountain

09/10/23 1:02 3 Reichmann Rd Contamination                 Fountain

09/13/23 0:34 2 Bohleysville Rd Small animals or birds        Millstadt

09/15/23 0:42 3 Stringtown Rd Other, Deterioration          Fults

09/17/23 0:46 15 Prairie View Est Small animals or birds        Millstadt

09/18/23 1:35 10 Mitchie Rd Vehicles or machinery         Fountain

09/20/23 0:26 2 J Rd Unknown                       Poe

09/21/23 0:25 2 Bluffside Rd Trees, other                  Millstadt

09/26/23 0:49 5 Lemen Rd Vehicles or machinery         Waterloo

09/28/23 1:42 4 Dd Rd Unknown                       Columbia

09/29/23 0:54 17 Meadow Ct Gas company                   Millstadt

09/29/23 4:29 2 Gilmore Lake Rd Vehicles or machinery         Millstadt

09/30/23 2:04 58 Kaskaskia Rd Vehicles or machinery        Fults
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Tip of the Month

The holiday season is upon us, 
and that means we’ll be using 
more energy in the kitchen. 
When possible, cook with 
smaller countertop appliances 
instead of the stovetop or 
oven. Smaller appliances  
like slow cookers, air fryers 
and Instant Pots consume  
less energy. 

When using the oven or 
stovetop, match the size of the 
pot to the heating element and 
place a lid over the pot while 
cooking. The food will cook 
faster, and you’ll use  
less energy. 

Source: Dept. of Energy

Harvest Night 
November 18, 2023•Hecker Community Center 

Doors open at 5 PM/Dinner 6 PM 
$25 @ person 

Reservations & information: harvestnight.net
Harvest Night is the fundraising event (dinner & auction) for the 

Monroe County Extension & 4-H Education Foundation.  

The Foundation supports the following: 
•Baebler Educational Farm-conducting agriculture & conservation  

research and youth activities. The farm is located 4022 JJ Rd.,  
Waterloo, IL. and is open to the public.

•Scholarships for Monroe County 4-H members educational enrichment

•Program fee and manual cost for Monroe County 4-H members.

•Youth Cooking school, nutrition classes for the public and food 
safety training.

•Agriculture & horticulture education for producers and families.

 Join with friends for an evening of 
 great food and fellowship! 
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Office closed Nov. 23 & 24

Five ways to safeguard your home this winter
 As the temperatures drop and the 

days grow shorter, there’s a natural 

inclination to create a warm and cozy 

haven at home. Unfortunately, as we 

see increased use of heating equip-

ment, candles and electrical items, the 

number of home fires tends to increase 

during winter months.

 Here are five ways you can safeguard 

your home for the winter season.

1. Ensure carbon monoxide and 
smoke detectors are working 
properly. If your detectors are 

battery-operated, replace the bat-

teries annually. Test the detectors 

once a month and give them a 

good dusting to ensure the sen-

sors are clear of dirt and debris. 

2. Inspect electrical cords. We 

depend on more cords during 

winter, whether for holiday light-

ing, extension cords or portable 

heaters. Before using any corded 

items, double check to make sure 

cords aren’t frayed or cracked. If 

you use portable space heaters, 

remember to keep them at least 3 

feet away from flammable items. 

Use models that include an auto 

shut-off feature and overheat 

protection. Space heaters can take 

a toll on your energy bills. Use 

them efficiently (to heat smaller 

spaces) and safely. Never plug a 

space heater into a power strip. 

Speaking of power strips …

3. Avoid overloading electrical out-
lets and power strips. When over-

loaded with electrical items, outlets 

and power strips can overheat and 

catch fire. If you use power strips 

for multiple devices, make sure 

the strip can handle the electrical 

load. For a safer bet, look for power 

strips that include surge protection.

4. Clean the fireplace to improve 
safety and efficiency. There’s 

nothing better than a warm fire 

on a chilly night, but it’s impor-

tant to maintain your fireplace 

for safety. As wood burns, a sticky 

substance known as creosote 

builds up in the chimney. When 

creosote buildup becomes too 

thick, a chimney fire can ignite. 

The chimney should be cleaned 

at least once a year to reduce 

fire risks. Regular cleaning also 

improves air flow and limits the 

amount of carbon monoxide that 

seeps indoors. 

5. Practice safety in the kitchen. 
As we spend more time in the 

kitchen during the holiday sea-

son, be mindful of potential fire 

hazards. Never leave food that’s 

cooking on the stovetop unat-

tended. Clean and remove spilled 

foods from cooking surfaces and 

be mindful of where you place 

flammable items like dish towels. 

 MCEC wants you and your family 

to stay safe during the winter season. 
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Application and information are available on our 
website at mcec.org.

For questions contact Julie Rohr at jrohr@mcec.org
or call 939-7171 or 1-800-757-7433.

About the scholarships

10scholarships are awarded to high school students who are the child of an Illinois 
electric cooperative member receiving service from the cooperative (deadline to 

apply Dec. 31, 2023).

5scholarships are reserved for high school students enrolling full-time at a two-year 
Illinois community college who are the child of Illinois electric cooperative members, 

employees or directors (deadline to apply Dec. 31, 2023).

1scholarship, the Earl W. Struck Memorial Scholarship, is awarded 
to a high school student who is the child of an Illinois electric 

cooperative employee or director (deadline to apply Dec. 31, 2023).

1scholarship, the LaVern and Nola McEntire Lineworker’s 
Scholarship, is awarded to a student to attend the lineworker’s 

school conducted by the Association of Illinois Electric Cooperatives 

(deadline to apply April 30, 2024).

Thomas H. Moore 
Illinois Electric Cooperative 
Memorial Scholarship Program

The Illinois Electric Cooperative (IEC) Memorial Scholarship Program awards seventeen 
$2,000 scholarships annually to deserving students in the “electric cooperative family” 
entering college to assist them with their educational costs.

SCAN ME
for information and to apply


