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Portable generators may be handy during extended 
power outages, but they can be dangerous if not 

properly installed and operated.
A generator connected to a home’s 

wiring or plugged into a regular house-
hold outlet can cause backfeeding 
along power lines and electrocute 
anyone who comes in contact 
with them—even if the lines seem 
dead. In 2005, a lineman died in 
Alabama when he contacted a power 
line that was energized by an improperly 
installed generator.

The use of portable generators has become 
more widespread, and they now are readily avail-
able at many home improvement stores. During the 
July storm when 7,000 Rock Energy Cooperative mem-
bers lost power, workers making repairs discovered that 
many homes were hooked up to portable generators.

“Our line crews take necessary precautions before 
they work on downed power lines,” said Dennis Schultz, 
director of utility operations. “But even after these mea-
sures, our workers’ lives remain in members’ hands.”

Co-op workers are not the only ones in danger when 

a portable generator is used improperly. Gen-
erator owners themselves may be at risk of 

or carbon monoxide poisoning if they do 
not follow the necessary safety rules. 

Schultz recommended that 
members thinking about buy-

ing portable generators should 
consider whether it is a wise 

investment because outages that 
last long enough to warrant their use 

are very rare. 
Here are some safety guidelines to 

follow when using a portable generator. Rock 
Energy also has brochures available with more 

information.

Never connect a generator directly to your home’s 
wiring unless your home has been wired for genera-
tor use. This can cause backfeeding along power lines 
and electrocute anyone coming in contact with them, 
including workers making repairs. Have a licensed 
electrician install the equipment necessary to safely 
connect emergency generators to your home.
Always plug appliances directly into generators. Con-
necting the generator to your home’s circuits or wiring 

will install a transfer switch to prevent backfeeding. 
Use heavy-duty, outdoor-rated extension cords. Make 
sure extension cords are free of cuts or tears, and the 
plug has three prongs. Overloaded cords can cause 

Ensure your generator is properly grounded.
Never overload a generator. A portable generator 
should only be used when necessary to power essen-
tial equipment or appliances. 
Turn off all equipment powered by the generator be-
fore shutting it down.
Keep the generator dry. Operate it on a dry surface 
under an open structure.

Never fuel a generator while it is operating.
Read and adhere to the manufacturer’s instructions 
for safe operation. Never cut corners when it comes to 
safety.
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Director Nominations Open

The Rock Energy Cooperative Nominating Commit-
tee will be selecting candidates to run for board of 

director positions that will be up for election at the April 
1, 2013, annual meeting.

Districts up for election are:

District 2: Lima and Milton townships in Wis-
consin.
District 4: city of Janesville, Harmony, and 
LaPrairie townships in Wisconsin.
District 9: Center, Janesville, and Magnolia 
townships in Wisconsin.

Active members who are interested in running for 
a position on the REC Board of Directors must perma-
nently reside in one of the areas up for election and meet 

at (608) 752-4550 or (866) 752-4550 or send an e-mail to 
questions@rock.coop by Dec. 1.

Two degrees can make a big difference on your 
electric bill. Setting your thermostat 2 degrees 
Fahrenheit higher in summer and lower in winter 
results in major energy savings. Investing in a 
programmable thermostat can save even more—
these devices automatically lower and raise your 
home’s temperature. Set it and forget it! Find more 
ways to saving at TogetherWeSave.com.

Source: Touchstone Energy® Cooperatives

Get Connected
Check out these great 
deals offered with your 
Co-op Connections Card.

Introducing New Healthy Savings Discounts!
The same program that offers discounts at local merchants 
and has saved Rock Energy members $46,000 on pre-
scriptions now offers significant savings on dental, vision, 
hearing, lab and imaging services, and chiropractic work. 
To locate providers that participate in the Healthy Savings 
program, call (800) 800-7616 or visit HealthySavings.coop. 
Be sure to have your Co-op Connections Card handy.

Add Up Your Savings!
Tell us how much you have 
saved by using your Co-op 
Connections Card. If you have 
a story you’d like to share with 
other Rock Energy members, 
email Barbara Uebelacker at 
BarbU@rock.coop or call her at 
(866) 752-4550.
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Anytime Fitness, 11447 Second St., Roscoe – (815) 
623-8900 & 2240 Prairie Ave., Beloit – (608) 363-
9999 – www.anytimefitness.com

A 24-hour health and fitness center featuring state-of-
the-art strength training equipment and cutting edge 
cardio, scrupulously clean workout environment, and 
supportive atmosphere with personal fitness orientation.

First Month Free (new members only)

Evansville Oil Pros, 720 Brown School Road, 
Evansville – (608) 882-6457

Car and light truck maintenance, oil changes, brakes, 
new tire sales, tune-ups, batteries, and windshield 
replacement. Where quality and service come together.

$3 Off Any Service


