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$3,575 donated to local organizations through
Spoon River Electric’s Operatlon Round Up

'The Spoon River Electric —=
Operation Round Up
Committee recently donated
$3,575 to two local organiza-
tions within our service terri-
Josh DeWees tory: $1,575 to Browning Senior
Center for a new cash register
and other kitchen utensils and =R '
$2,000 to the VIT High School <SS oo St 22, 20
Welding Program. - s WA ffﬂ-"ﬂlg Senior Certer EF «
These donations are made - -ﬂﬂfmr?ﬂ -ﬁg—wﬁw :
possible by the generous mem- W oelnmnd g _gm_‘,r_w L ﬁ" i
bers of Spoon River Electric =
who voluntarily make the deci- .
sion each month to “Round Up” & A\ i | . 4 i
their electric bill to the next o = §
dollar and donate this “extra -
change” directly to the Operation
Round Up Program. All the funds collected are For more information about the Operation
donated back into our communities as chari- Round Up Program, visit our website at
table grants. The average donation a member srecoop.org under the Operation Round Up
makes annually ranges from $6-$12. tab or call Taryn at 309-647-2700.
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Spoon River Electric
Cooperative -
By the Numbers

Miles of line energized: 1,272

Number of members served: 5,022

Number of power poles
in territory: 29,361
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Spooky energy savings

This spooky season, we're sharing a few energy-saving tricks so you can
treat yourself to lower energy bills. Here are four simple ways to summon
the spirit of energy efficiency.

Conjure instant savings with a smart thermostat. One of the easiest
ways to save energy is through thermostat control, since home heating and
cooling account for a large portion of monthly energy use. Smart thermo-
stats can help you manage heating and cooling costs by learning your daily
routine and adjusting the temperature settings accordingly. You can con-
trol a smart thermostat from anywhere (through your smartphone), which
allows you to prevent unnecessary energy consumption while you're away.
Sorcery!

Getrid of goosebumps by eliminating ghostly drafts. The winter chill
is just around the corner, so now is the time to seal air leaks around your
home. Apply caulk and weatherstripping around drafty windows and doors
to make your home more comfortable and lower energy use.

Illuminate your lair with energy-efficient lighting. LED bulbs use 75%
less energy and last 25 times longer than incandescent light bulbs. Make the
switch to reduce energy used for lighting. Remember to use LEDs when it’s
time to decorate for the upcoming holiday season. LED light strings offer
an average of 88% energy savings compared to traditional incandescent light
strings.

Small countertop appliances like slow cookers use less energy than cooking
meals on the stovetop.

Stir up savings with countertop cauldrons. Cooler weather summons
our favorite soup recipes. Small countertop appliances like slow cookers use
less energy than cooking meals on the stovetop. Grab your book of spells (or
recipes) and start stirring up savings in the kitchen.

When we look around our homes, there are many opportunities to save
energy. So, this spooky season, investigate your space and unlock a different
kind of magic — the kind that brings real energy savings.



Playing it safe online

In today’s world, most of us don’t
leave the front door unlocked. We
protect our homes, loved ones and
valuables from intruders with locks,
alarms and other security measures.
Cybersecurity is no different. It’s the
practice of protecting other valuables
such as your identity, banking and
health records and other sensitive infor-
mation from digital attacks and theft.

In addition to pumpkin-spice lattes,
crisper air and Halloween festivi-
ties, October is the time of year we
recognize Cybersecurity Awareness
Month. While taking necessary steps
to protect our personal information is
a year-round practice, at Spoon River
Electric, we use this time to share
helpful cybersecurity reminders.

Given our increased reliance on
internet-connected devices and gad-
gets, this month, I'd like to share a few
cybersecurity tips and let you know
how Spoon River Electric is working
to boost our own cybersecurity efforts.

According to the Cybersecurity
and Infrastructure Agency (CISA),
an agency of the United States
Department of Homeland Security
that is responsible for strengthening
cybersecurity and infrastructure pro-
tection, these are the four best ways to
keep you and your family safe online.

1. Implement multi-factor
authentication (also known as
two-step verification) on your
accounts. The additional layer
of protection makes it much
harder for criminals to access
your information. Even if a
hacker obtains your password,
they may be unable to access
your accounts if multi-step ver-
ification is enabled.

2. Update your software. This is
one of the easiest ways to pro-
tect your personal data. When
downloading a software update,
make sure it’s coming straight
from the company that cre-
ated it. Beware of fake pop-ups
that request urgent downloads.
Better yet, turn on automatic
updates.

3. Think before you click.
Most successful cyberat-
tacks start with a phishing
email. Don’t take the bait when
cyber criminals go phish-
ing. Avoid emails (or texts)
that look too good to be true,
oddly urgent, poorly crafted or
include unusual requests.

4. Create strong passwords,
using long, unique and com-
plex words or phrases. Consider
using a password manager
to save time, work across all
devices, protect your identity
and notify you of potential
phishing websites.

For the young people in your
household

Just as you would talk with your
children about safety in the physical
world, discuss ways to stay safe online.
Help them understand the public
nature of the internet. Young people
need to know early on that what is
shared online stays online and that
it’s difficult (if not impossible) to take
back. Just as you would guard your
money or valuables, children need to
learn to guard their personal informa-
tion, especially on social networks. As
a parent or guardian, help your chil-
dren learn about and use the privacy
and security settings on social net-
works and gaming sites.

Keeping the electric grid and your
data secure

We're doing our share on the cyber
front. Part of offering excellent service
is keeping that service secure and reli-
able. For Spoon River Electric, reliability
means repairing wear-and-tear, upgrad-
ing our equipment to withstand storms
and severe weather, and using technol-
ogy and best practices to keep our sys-
tem secure from cybersecurity issues.

While we can't stop a storm or
predict every disruption, as a co-op,
we do everything we can to keep the
lights on and our members protected.
Because if we all do our part, our
interconnected world will be safer and
more secure for everyone.

4 SAFETY TIPS

TEEN DRIVERS
NEED TO KNOW

. THAT TEXT CAN WAIT

When texting while driving, the shortest amount
of time a person takes his or her eyes off the road
is five seconds. At 55 mph, that is like driving the
length of a football field with your eyes closed.

' don’t get out

If you are in a car accident involving a power line or
padmount transformer (“green box”), stay inside
the vehicle and call 9-1-1. Unless the car is on fire
or giving off smoke, do not get out. If there is a fire,
make a solid jump from the vehicle without
touching it and hop with your feet together as far
away as you can.

B respect work zones

One work zone crash occurs every 5.4 minutes.
Remind teen drivers to consider anyone doing
their job in or near the road as someone they
know and love. Encourage them to move over
and slow down for workers.

/ Don’t Drive Distracted

Texting is not the only form of distracted driving.
Driving and doing anything else is multitasking.
Eight deaths occur EVERY DAY due to drivers
who drive distracted.

Learn more:

Energy Efficiency
Tip of the Month
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ENERGY VAMPIRES
WORD SEARCH Al

Are energy vampires hiding in your home? L = .
These electronic devices consume electricity even when ‘ ‘ o

they’re not in use and can drain home energy bills. 4 Energy

Read the tips below to learn how you can fight energy
vampires, then find and circle the bolded words in the puzzle.  EXPlOrers
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GPKXGKJCIBBJUIO
JRXARCNREPMUJVRE
AVRTMPTYY I CZUWL
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Tips to Fight Energy Vampires:

e If your phone is juiced up, unplug
your phone charger.

 Tell your parents to unplug the coffee maker
when they’re finished brewing.

* When you’re finished playing that new
game, unplug your game console.

* Unplug laptop computers when
you’re done with homework.
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