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outhEastern Illinois Electric

Cooperative is very proud to be
one of a number of businesses in our
area that remain locally owned, locally
governed and locally operated for the
past 76 years in Southern Illinois. Our
Cooperative embraces improving the
quality of life in the communities that
it serves. Your Cooperative remains
committed to its communities and the
following is just a few examples of how
your electric cooperative is striving to
make a difference right here in Southern
Illinois.

Your Cooperative coordinates an educa-
tion grant program known as the Touchstone
Energy Classroom Empowerment Grant. Your
Cooperative offers a total of $4,600 in grants to
fund innovative, unfunded projects or materials.
Qualifying projects are those that improve the
learning environment or increase educational
resources for the school and the students. Every
year, your cooperative sends grant applications to
all of the schools in the 10 county service area and
assists school administrators in applying for these
grants. For the 2013-2014 school year SEIEC
awarded Galatia Junior/Senior High School,
Gallatin County Junior High School, Goreville
Junior High School, Marion High School and
Washington Elementary School with Touchstone
Energy Classroom Empowerment Grants.

SouthEastern also invites all twenty three area
high schools to participate in a program known
as the “Youth To Washington Tour”. Students are
invited to complete an application and forward the
application to SouthEastern for evaluation by staft
personnel. The two best applicants are awarded the
opportunity to participate in a one day tour of the
State’s capital in Springfield, Illinois and then on
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to a one week, expense paid tour of our Nations
capital in Washington D.C. The two students
selected this year attended the tour of our State’s
capital on April 2nd and will be attending the
“Youth To Washington Tour later this year.
SouthEastern is also participating in a statewide
scholarship fund known as the Illinois Electric
Cooperative Memorial Scholarship Fund as a
means of honoring deceased members of the elec-
tric cooperative family. Every year, your coopera-
tive sends information to all of the schools in the
10 county service area with instructions on how
students can apply for these scholarships. The pro-
gram will award eight scholarships in the amount
of $1,250 each. Five scholarships will be awarded
to high school seniors who are enrolling in an
accredited two-year or four-year college, university
or vocational/technical school in the United States.
The sixth and seventh scholarships will be awarded
to a high school senior who will be enrolling
full-time at a two-year Illinois community col-
lege. The scholarship must be used for educational
costs, and the student must enter college within
one year from the time the scholarship is awarded.

» Continued on page 16d

READERSHIP PRIZE WINNER:
Roy Xanders, Golconda, IL

37

Voluntary and open membership ¢ Voluntary and open membership ¢ Voluntary and open membership ¢ Voluntary and open membership

Illinois Country Living * May 2014 ] 60

4/1/14 3:48 PM ‘



Tamper resistant receptacles

What are tamper resistant
receptacles (TRRs)?

‘They may look like standard out-
lets, but tamper resistant receptacles,
or TRRs, are different. Their most
distinguishable feature — a built-in
shutter system that prevents foreign
objects from being inserted — sets
them apart. Only a plug that applies
simultaneous, equal pressure to
both slots will disengage the cover
plates, allowing access to the contact
points. Without this synchronized
pressure, the cover plates remain
closed.

While a child’s curiosity knows
no boundaries, it can sometimes
put them in peril, especially when
electricity is involved. Located in
practically every room of the house,
electrical outlets and receptacles
are fixtures, but they also represent
potential hazards for children.

In recent years, more homes have
been equipping their electrical out-
lets with TRRs, but in many public
facilities, like hospital pediatric
wards, these safeguards have been
required for more than 20 years.
Their efficiency also prompted the
National Electrical Code to make
TRRs standard in all new home
construction. Existing homes can be
easily retrofitted with TRRs using
the same installation guidelines
that apply to standard receptacles.
TRRs should only be installed by a
licensed electrician and should carry
a label from a nationally recognized,

independent testing lab such as UL,
ETL, or CSA.

TRRs by the Numbers

B Each year 2,400 children suffer
severe shock and burns result-
ing from inserting objects into
the slots of electrical recepta-
cles. That’s nearly seven children
a day.

B Tt is estimated that 6-12 child
fatalities result from children
tampering electrical receptacles.

B Installing a TRR in a newly
constructed home is only about
50¢ more than a traditional
receptacle.

B Existing homes can be retrofit-
ted with TRRs for as little as
$2.00 per outlet.

For more information on TRRs,
visit www.esfi.org.
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eware. Spring can usher in
more than April showers.

Now through the summer months,

thunderstorms can quickly roll in
and tornadoes can touch down,
often during the afternoon and
evening hours, according to re-
searchers at the National Oceanic
and Atmospheric Administration’s
(NOAA) National Severe Storms
Laboratory.

Follow these tips from NOAA
and the American Red Cross to

keep you and your home safe when
tornadoes and severe thunderstorms

come your way.

B Prepare for high winds by re-

moving diseased and damaged

tree limbs.

B Listen to local news or National

Weather Service broadcasts to
stay informed about tornado
watches and warnings.

B Ifin a mobile home,

\®) Storm safety: When
Y~ thunderstorms, tornadoes
strike

immediately head to a sturdy
shelter or vehicle. Mobile
homes, especially hallways and
bathrooms, are not safe places
to take shelter during tornadoes
or other severe winds.
Designate a family meeting
place for shelter during and
after a storm. If possible, go to
your home’s basement, a small
interior room, or under stairs
on the lowest level. Also, have a
battery-operated weather radio
handy along with emergency
supplies.

Unplug your electronics. Avoid
using electrical equipment and
corded telephones.

Remember that there is no safe
place outside during a severe
storm. If you are caught in a
storm while on the road, the
American Red Cross urges
drivers to turn their head-
lights on, try to safely exit the

By B. Denise Hawkins

roadway, and park. Stay in the
vehicle with your seat belt on
and turn on the emergency
flashers until the heavy rain
ends. If thunder and lightning
is occurring, avoid touching
metal or other surfaces that
conduct electricity in and out-
side the vehicle.

Move or secure lawn furniture,
trashcans, hanging plants or
anything else that can be picked
up by the wind and become a
projectile.

Stay safe after a storm. Remain
indoors at least 30 minutes after
the last clap of thunder. Also,
stay away from downed power
lines and avoid flooded areas,
power lines could be submerged
and still live with electric-

ity. Report them to SEIEC at
618.273.2611 or 877.399.8405

immediately.

BY SPENDING
A FEW MINUTES,
I’M SAVING A LOT.

I’m saving $82 a year by changing

my home’s air filter regularly.
What can you do? Find out how
the little changes add up at
TogetherWeSave.com.

TOGETHERWESAVE.COM
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Continued from page 16a

Scholarships are awarded based upon grade point average,
college entrance test scores, work and volunteer experience,
participation in school and community activities, biographical
statement and knowledge of cooperatives, as demonstrated by
a short essay. The eighth annual scholarship is known as the
“LaVern and Nola McEntire Lineworker’s Scholarship.” This
scholarship will help pay for costs to attend the lineworker’s
school conducted by the AIEC in conjunction with Lincoln
Land Community College, Springfield, IL. The eighth scholar-
ship will be awarded to relatives of co-op employees or directors
are eligible for the lineworker’s scholarship, as are individuals
who have served or are serving in the armed forces or National
Guard.

These are just a few examples of how your electric coopera-
tive is striving to make a difference in the communities it serves.

See you next month and as always, “We’ll keep the lights on
for you.”

Our office will be dosed on
Monday, May 26 for Memorial Day

POWER OUTAGE

Check the fuses or circuit breakers in your service

panels. If you have breakers, make sure they are in the
“ON” position.

If you have a meter pole, check the main breaker
panel just below the meter socket. If the breaker is in the
“OFF” position, check all of your wiring from the meter
pole to your various buildings. If the wiring appears to be
okay, reset the breaker to the “ON” position.

If you still do not have power, check with neighbors

to see if they have power.

To report a power failure or other emergency, please
phone 1-877-399-8405. This phone number is monitored
around the clock, 365 days per year to accept your outage
and emergency calls.

Your phone call will be handled by SouthEastern’s
automated outage reporting system and will be identi-
fied automatically through ANI (Automatic Number
Identification). An outage record will then be generated

If your power goes off, we offer these suggestions

for your location. Please note that the phone number from
which you place the call will be the number used to gener-
ate the record. If the system fails to recognize your phone
number, members having touch-tone phones may simply
enter their seven-digit phone number (without area code)
in order to report the outage. Members not having touch-
tone phones will be asked to leave a message. It is impor-
tant you leave your name, phone number and location of
the outage. Retrieving messages and entering them into
the system is time consuming; therefore, please leave only
a message that will help in restoration of electric service.
Do not remain on the line for an operator because a live
operator is not there to respond. In order to keep a current
listing of all numbers, it is important that you notify the
Cooperative of any changes in your telephone number.

m Handling outage calls electronically allows you to
report power failures very quickly. Once your outage has
been reported, it will be dispatched to repair personnel who
will restore your outage as soon as possible. Calling back
repeatedly will not shorten the length of the outage, but
may hinder the efforts of other members who are trying to
report outages.

-

YA1-877-399-8405)

OUTAGE|CALLS]O

SouthEastern lllinois Electric Cooperative, Inc.
585 Highway 142 South * P.O. Box 251 * Eldorado, Illinois 62930
618-273-2611 or 800-833-2611 * Office hours: 8 a.m. - 4 p.m. M-F
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