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published by Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative, Dongola, Illinois

SIEC Receives Safety Achievement Status
The National Rural Electric 

Cooperative Association 
(NRECA) developed a new 
approach for an enhanced national 
safety program in 2010 called the 
Rural Electric Safety Achievement 
Program (RESAP). SIEC was 
recently recognized for achieving 
safety excellence through RESAP 
and NRECA. 
 The intent of the enhanced pro-
gram is to establish a foundation 
for continuous improvement which 
emphasizes leadership engagement 
toward improving safety results. The 
primary objective of this program is 
to better enable electric cooperatives 
to reduce injuries over time. 
 For several months, SIEC has 
been working toward key compo-
nents of RESAP by: 

 Obtaining a safety leader-

ship commitment by General 

Manager Larry Lovell.

  One of the strongest predictors of 
improved safety results is the level 
of commitment and engagement 
of organizational leaders. 

 Developing an enhanced assess-

ment process. 

  SIEC’s safety team identified 
strengths and areas for improve-
ment. Employees worked tirelessly 
to improve safety issues as mul-
tiple walk-through assessments 
were performed. 

 Creating a cooperative safety 

improvement plan. 

  Based on results of the assessment 
process, a detailed, goal-oriented 
improvement plan was created, 
which combines key areas of 
safety efforts into a disciplined 
cycle, and prioritizes improvement 
actions toward the greatest areas 
of improvement. 

 Congratulations to all SIEC 
employees for achieving this first-
time accomplishment. Because of 
the numerous improvements to 
SIEC’s previous safety environment 
and its firm focus on enhancing safe 
behaviors, its goal is to reduce unsafe 
acts and risks to injury. Employees 
are now owners of their new safety 
culture because it took everyone to 
achieve this excellence in safety. 

From left to right: SIEC Warehouseman Todd Thurston, Building & Grounds 
Maintenance Coordinator Steve Fear, System Engineer & Safety Director 
John Harris, Association of Illinois Electric Cooperatives Manager of 
Regulatory Compliance Steve Davis and General Counsel Norman Conrad

Jeff D. Clayton

Ronald Sullivan
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The right tree in the right place
Is it possible to have trees and reliable electric service? 

It is if we work together to prevent conflict between 
the two. Though pruning methods can temporarily 
eliminate conflicts between trees and electric lines, the 
solution is to follow these planting guidelines and put 
the right tree in the right place.  

Mature Tree 
Height

Minimum Distance 
From The Line

10 feet Right under the line
15'-20' 15'
25'-30' 25'
35'-45' 35'

50' or taller 50'
Remember, the forestry crew is not out to harm the 
trees that you love so much.  You can help, too. Working 
cooperatively, you and the forestry crew can eliminate 
the sparks that fly when branches and power lines mix. 

James D. Johnson

Are you a 
Member or 
Customer of 

SIEC?

CO-OP TRIVIA

See page 9 for answer.

SouthernCS 03-13.indd   2 1/25/13   12:17 PM



Illinois Country Living • March 2013 • 16c
JOHNSON • ALEXANDER • MASSAC • UNION • PULASKI • POPE

4
3

Buy the new Marathon Water Heater, and you’ll get more than your money’s worth.
You’ll get peace of mind knowing it is guaranteed to last as long as you own your home.
Contact us to learn more about the Marathon program we offer.

• Seamless Polybutylene Tank will never 
rust, corrode or leak. 

• Envirofoam® Insulation completely surrounds
the tank. You get the most efficient water 
heater on earth without hurting the planet. 
Marathon meets EPA standards well into 
the 21st century.

• Heating Elements reliably maintain water 
temperatures and are designed to operate in 
the harshest environments.

• Bowl-Shaped Tank Bottom so you can drain 
your Marathon more completely.  

• Up Front and Handy Drain Valve is neatly 
recessed and won’t get knocked around by brooms, 
mops, vacuums and kid-honking toy trucks.

© Copyright 2003 P/N 241000
Marathon is a registered trademark of Water Heater Innovations, Inc. 04/03

Gallon Energy
Capacity Factor Diameter Height

50 .94 23 1/2 66 3/4

85 .92 28 1/4 70 1/4

Meets ASHRAE standard 90A

Don’t Worry
About Leaks

Sizes Available
50 & 85 Gallon Models

Call us for details,
or visit our website

7420 US Hwy. 51 S.
Dongola, IL 62926

1-800-762-1400
www.siec.coop

50 gallon 85 gallon
$750.00 $875.00

See what you can do 
to save money on 
your electric bill at 

TogetherWeSave.com!

Get quick tips, add up 
your savings 

Please help us celebrate our 
75th anniversary of serving rural 
families and farmers throughout 

Johnson, Alexander, Massac, 
Union, Pulaski and Pope Counties, 
by attending your annual meeting 
of members in August. Stay tuned 

for exciting details..."

Need Help? 
LIHEAP (Low Income Home Energy Assistance Program)

If you need financial assistance to pay your electric bills, you may 
be eligible through the Low Income Home Energy Assistance 

Program (LIHEAP) through Shawnee Development Council. 

Alexander 734-0535
Johnson 658-6131

Massac 524-2941
Pope 683-2107

Pulaski 745-6388
Union 833-7431
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7420 U.S. Highway 51 South • P.O. Box 100 • Dongola, Illinois 62926
Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative

Southern Illinois
Electric Cooperative
Board of Directors

Carole J. Kelley (President) ................... Johnson Co.

G. Robert Inman (Vice President)............ Pulaski Co.

William E. Littrell (Secretary-Treasurer) ...... Union Co.

Larry A. Douglas .................................. Massac Co.

David Martin ........................................ Massac Co.

Scott Miller ....................................... Alexander Co.

Richard D. Moss ............................... Alexander Co.

Dale E. Taake ........................................ Pulaski Co.

Scott L. Ury............................................. Union Co.

Ronald E. Osman (Attorney)

Manager Larry Lovell * Editor Jerri Schaefer

For Outages Call:
800-762-1400 * 618-827-3555

Our office will be closed March 29 
in observance of Good Friday

Member prize
In this issue of the JAMUP, we printed the names of three SIEC members 

who are eligible to receive a $10 credit toward their utility bill. If you find your 
name printed in this center section and it’s not part of the story, call Jerri with 
your account number at 800-762-1400 to claim your prize.

Find out in next month's 
JAMUP, which two local 

high school juniors 
are chosen as the 

2013 Youth Tour 
winners.
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