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75th anniversary
It’s going to be a fun year at SIEC. 

It’s our 75th anniversary of serv-

ing electricity to you!  (You, the 

people who “OWN” our Co-op …

our members.)  Many of you may 

not realize the special connection 

you have by being part of Southern 

Illinois Electric Cooperative. Your 

$5 membership fee entitles you to 

having a voice in our future. 

 When you think of having a 

“membership” to an establishment, 

it’s probably to a fitness gym, Sams 

Club, etc. When you are a member 

of an electric co-op, this means you 

are an owner. This is why over 1,000 

people attend our annual meetings. 

This is why we give away capital 

credits. This is why we are account-

able to you. 

 Seventy-five years ago, we sup-

plied electricity for the first time 

to rural southern Illinois. We came 

through when investor-owned utili-

ties refused, because they feared it 

would not be profitable. We’ve never 

been in this business for a profit. We 

have been here for 75 years to serve 

you reliable electricity at a reason-

able rate, because it was and always 

will be, the right thing to do. 

 Stay tuned for anniversary 

announcements in the upcoming 

months. 

Shapley R. Hunter

Happy Anniversary 
SIEC!
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HomE Lite version 2.0
Successful co-op energy efficiency rebate program returns

I
n 2011 the electric cooperatives 

of Illinois received $2.5 million 

from the American Recovery 

and Reinvestment Act program 

through the Illinois Department 

of Commerce and Economic 

Opportunity’s State Energy Plan. 

Those funds were in turn distrib-

uted as rebates to co-op members 

for energy efficiency projects. This 

investment paid real dividends and 

helped prime the pump for nearly 

ten times that in energy efficiency 

investments. Better yet, the energy 

efficiency improvements will multi-

ply the savings for many, many years.

 The HomE energy efficiency 

rebate program was so successful in 

creating new jobs for heating and air 

conditioning contractors, plumbers 

and insulation installers plus saving 

energy for co-op members that it is 

being repeated for a second, but very 

limited time.

 If you didn’t get a chance to par-

ticipate in the first round of HomE 

rebates, now you have a second 

chance. HomE Lite rebates are 

available until funding runs out, or 

until June of this year.

HomE Lite Incentives 

Include:

 Geothermal system 

- $1,500

 Air-Source Heat Pump (16 

SEER or higher) - $1,000

 Insulation and 

Weatherization - 50 per-

cent of total project cost, up 

to $1,000

 Heat Pump Water Heater 

- $250

 Commercial installations - 

$500 per ton of capacity, up 

to a maximum of $10,000 

for geothermal and air 

source heat pumps.

 Energy Audit by BPI certi-

fied auditor - $300

 With the help of the first round 

of HomE funding, Southern Illinois 

Electric Cooperative (SIEC) mem-

bers installed 13 geothermal heat 

pumps, 46 air-source heat pumps, 

and 32 members made insulation 

and weatherization improvements.

  SIEC General Manager Larry 

Lovell says, “We know a lot of 

members were unable to participate 

in the first HomE program for a 

variety of reasons. All cooperative 

members are eligible for HomE 

Lite. These rebates, plus the federal 

income tax credits that are available 

for some of the projects, make this a 

great time to make your home more 

energy efficient.” 

 For more information, contact 

Chris Boyd at 1-800-762-1400, 

extension 208.

Our office will be 

closed Jan. 21 for 

Martin Luther 

King Jr. Day.

Robert J. Trainor

Check your electric bill! 
There is an information box in the 
middle of the page on the left side. 
This box lists the primary contact 
number we have for your account 
in case you call in an outage. If this 
number is not correct, please call 
us immediately.
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2012/2013 Touchstone Energy®  

Classroom Empowerment Grant Winners:

Lick Creek School in Buncombe 

- (Ms. Angie Alsip) – Educational 
applications for kindergarten students 
on an iPad. (Pictured to right.)

Metropolis Primary School - 

(Ms. Jennifer Mizzell) – Learning 
resources for kindergarten students on 
a laptop computer. (Pictured below.)

Cairo High School - (Mr. Ryan 

O’Shea) – Creating a historical docu-
mentary of Alexander County with 
high school students. 

Jefferson Elementary School 

in Metropolis – (Ms. Melissa 

Thomasson) – Research books for 
Science Fair “Dinosaur Museum” 
with 3rd grade students.  

Lincoln Elementary School in 

Anna – (Ms. Barbara James) – 

Studying stars, constellations and 
planets with K-2nd grades, gearing up 
for Family Reading Night “Under the 
Stars and Beyond”. 

Lick Creek School in Buncombe – 

(Ms. Kimberly Dillow) – Practicing 
educational applications with 4th 
grade students on a technology tablet. 

Anna Jr. High School – (Ms. 

Terra Lyerla) – Challenger Learning 
Center for 8th grade students – a 
two hour simulated space mission 
and hands-on extended classroom 
activities. 

 Through Touchstone Energy, 

SIEC is proud to provide 

this annual “Commitment to 

Community” to enhance educa-

tional resources to our local schools. 

First row from left: Kayden Brown, Ava Kommer, Mason Lamer, Harley 

Sutton. 2nd row:  Davin Tatro, Abigail Morgan, Darius Key, Destiny 

Albany, Trinity Evans, Nolan Shinn. 3rd row:  Kristopher Garnett, 

Aiden Ferguson, Anniyah Spence, Mackenzie Nugent, Wilson Hawes, 

Brendan Conder, Cuyler Fraley Kenneth Kruger, Dillon Patton 4th row: 

SIEC Board Director David Martin, Jennifer Mizell and SIEC Dir. of 

Member Services Chris Boyd. 

First row from left: SIEC Dir. of Member Services Chris Boyd, Clayton 

Smith, Luke Vaughn, Lydia Jerrell, Sophie Smiley. Top row from left: 

SIEC Board Director Carole Kelley, Sophie Poletti, Kenzie Stover, 

Brinley Corbit, Chaice Henard and Angie Alsip.

Not pictured: Kadyn Grant
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7420 U.S. Highway 51 South • P.O. Box 100 • Dongola, Illinois 62926
Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative

Southern Illinois
Electric Cooperative
Board of Directors

Carole J. Kelley (President) ....................................................... Johnson Co.
G. Robert Inman (Vice President)................................................ Pulaski Co.
William E. Littrell (Secretary-Treasurer) ...........................................Union Co.
Larry A. Douglas .......................................................................Massac Co.
David Martin .............................................................................Massac Co.
Scott Miller ............................................................................Alexander Co.
Richard D. Moss ....................................................................Alexander Co.
Dale E. Taake .............................................................................Pulaski Co.
Scott L. Ury..................................................................................Union Co.

Ronald E. Osman (Attorney)

Manager Larry Lovell * Editor Jerri Schaefer

For Outages Call:
800-762-1400 * 618-827-3555

Member prize
In this issue of the JAMUP, we printed the names of 

three SIEC members who are eligible to receive a $10 
credit toward their utility bill. If you find your name 
printed in this center section and it’s not part of the 
story, call Jerri with your account number at 800-762-
1400 to claim your prize.

Terry Grissom Retires
After 22 years of service at SIEC, Terry Grissom of 

Anna retires. He began as a Forestry Journeyman 

in 1990. He advanced to a Forestry Foreman in 1996. 

He officially retired from SIEC in Nov. 2012. Terry is 

married to Sharon and they are members of Anna First 

Baptist Church. He wishes everyone at SIEC the best 

of health and truly thanks God for the time he worked 

here. Congratulations Terry!

As homeowners with many 

bills to pay, our tendency 

is to buy an appliance and 

keep it running as long as 

humanly possible. Repairing 

an old, faulty appliance may 

seem like the cheaper option, 

but this may not be the great-

est strategy when we think 

about energy efficiency.

A key reason electric bills 

are so high is because old, 

inefficient appliances are eat-

ing up more energy than they are 

worth. For example, refrigerator 

models predating 1993 could be 

costing you up to $140 per year in 

electricity alone. If some of your 

major appliances fall into this cat-

egory, you may be losing over hun-

dreds of dollars a year.

Knowing how much energy your 

appliances use annually can be a 

great money saver and can help you 

make smart decisions on whether it 

would cost less to keep an old appli-

ance running or buy a newer, more 

efficient one.

To figure out how much energy 

your appliances use, check for 

an energy efficiency label. The 

amount of energy typically used 

per year is listed in kilowatt hours. 

If a label is not available, a home 

inspector can estimate energy use 

by determining the age of the 

appliances in the house and assess-

ing their operation by checking for 

signs of wear and damage.

To translate this energy use into 

electric bills, check your utility bill 

to find out the kilowatt hour rate. 

You can then multiply this rate by 

the number of kilowatt hours your 

appliance uses per year to figure out 

the annual cost it takes to operate 

the appliance. By adding this figure 

to the initial price it cost to purchase 

the appliance and the cost of any 

repairs, you then have a comparison 

level to decide whether your appli-

ance would cost you more or less to 

run than a new one.

“People often forget that over the 

life span of most appliances, the 

cost to operate them is far more 

than the initial purchase price,” says 

Molly Hall, Executive Director of 

the Energy Education Council. 

“Therefore, using more energy-

efficient appliances is almost always 

the wisest choice, even if the initial 

prices seem daunting.”

If your appliance is nearing the 

end of its life span, it is time to cal-

culate whether repairing it or replac-

ing it will cost more. Here is the 

typical life span of major appliances:

Range - 18 years

Furnace - 17 years

Washer/Dryer - 16 years

Refrigerator - 15 years

Microwave - 15 years

Air conditioner - 15 years

Dishwasher - 13 years

As a result of the constant 

technological improvements 

made by appliance manufactur-

ers, newer machines not only 

use less electricity, but they have 

more operational features and 

are made to last longer than 

counterparts produced within 

even the last decade. The effi-

ciency will influence both your 

lifestyle and your checkbook.

Consider improvements 

made on some of the big-

gest energy-using appliances in 

the household. For example, a new 

refrigerator uses about 50 percent 

less energy than older models. 

Newer refrigerators feature CFC-

free sealed systems, more storage, 

and easier cleaning.

A new washer and dryer unit uses 

30 percent less energy than older 

models. Newer units feature larger 

capacity, better cleaning perfor-

mance, quieter operation, prepro-

grammed cycle selections, reduced 

water usage, and automatic dryness 

sensors to avoid over drying and 

save energy.

A new air conditioner is 20 per-

cent more efficient than units 10 

years older and can save you roughly 

$930 in operation costs over its life 

span. Newer air conditioners feature 

automatic temperature adjustments, 

different air speed options, and 

increased circulation efficiency for 

consistent, even cooling. “You’ll want 

to take these factors into consider-

ation when you decide whether your 

old appliance is worth the trouble 

and expense of repairs,” says Hall.

Repairing vs. Replacing Your Appliances

Congratulations Assistant Engineer Lane Ury and wife 
Melissa. They are the proud parents of Lawson Elijah 
Ury, born on October 13.  

Terry Glodo

43

Before winter arrives 

with its higher 

home heating bills, 

Southern Illinois Electric 

Cooperative (SIEC) 

and Safe Electricity 

encourage Co-op mem-

bers to take steps now 

to improve both home 

energy efficiency and 

safety during the home 

heating season.

Energy dollars can 

pour out of homes 

through drafty doors, 

windows, un-insulated 

attics, walls, floors, and 

basements while safety 

risks go unnoticed. A 

small investment of time 

now can pay big divi-

dends in keeping your home safe 

and warm this winter. 

Most winterizing steps can pay for 

themselves relatively quickly with 

heating bill savings. Weather strip-

ping and caulking are inexpensive 

and among the simplest, most effec-

tive ways to boost efficiency and cut 

energy costs year round.

As you take steps to winterize 

your home, you can also inspect 

for electrical hazards and eliminate 

electrical fire and shock risks.  For 

example, as you check around out-

lets and other places where air can 

leak, also check for overloaded out-

lets and cover plates that are warm 

to the touch.

Approximately one-third of all 

house fires nationwide occur dur-

ing the cold, home-heating season. 

Many of these winter fires can be 

attributed to faulty and improper 

use and maintenance of heating 

equipment.

Before firing up your heating 

system, make sure furnace and heat-

ers are in good working order, and 

check ducts, flues and chimneys.  

Have a professional inspect and ser-

vice your furnace each fall for safety 

and efficiency. Regularly clean or 

replace furnace filters during high 

winter use.  An efficient heating sys-

tem means greater comfort at lower 

cost.  Keeping heating equipment 

clean and in good repair will ensure 

peak efficiency and safety.

If an electric space heater is used, 

make sure the wiring is adequate, 

and check for cord fraying, splitting 

wires, or overheating.  Don’t place a 

portable heater in high-traffic areas 

and keep it clear of flammables such 

as curtains, bedding, clothes and 

furniture. Never use extension cords 

with electric heaters. 

Use these tips to help cut costs 
and improve home safety:

Make sure attics and flooring 

above unheated spaces, such as 

crawl space and garage, are appro-

priately insulated.

Find air leaks in homes by 

moistening fingertips and 

running them around doors 

or window frames to feel a 

draft, or hold up a tissue and 

see if it waves. Check around 

fixtures that penetrate walls, 

such as exhaust fans and 

electrical outlets, and look 

for gaps near dryer vents, 

chimneys and faucet pipes.  

Seal them all with caulking 

or weather-stripping.

Replace screens with 

storm windows and doors. 

Double-paned glass plays 

an important role in reduc-

ing heat loss. Double-pane 

windows with low-e coating 

can reduce heating bills by 

34 percent in cold climates com-

pared to uncoated, single-pane 

windows. If you have older or 

leaky windows that you cannot 

replace, consider temporary fixes, 

such as plastic film kits that cre-

ate the effect of an interior storm 

window.

If you are shopping for new win-

dows, glass doors, or skylights, 

look for the ENERGY STAR. 

Today’s high-efficiency windows 

are 40 percent more energy effi-

cient than standard windows and 

can cut heating and cooling costs 

by 15 percent. 

Consider replacing your furnace 

if it is more than 30 years old. 

Furnaces that old are usually less 

than 50 percent energy efficient.

Install an automatic thermostat. 

An easy-to-install clock ther-

mostat can automatically raise 

and lower home temperatures for 

Prepare Homes for Winter – Energy-Saving 
and Safety Tips

 Continued on page 16d

Jeff Scherer

As homeowners with many 

bills to pay, our tendency 

is to buy an appliance and 

keep it running as long as 

humanly possible. Repairing 

an old, faulty appliance may 

seem like the cheaper option, 

but this may not be the great-

est strategy when we think 

about energy efficiency.

A key reason electric bills 

are so high is because old, 

inefficient appliances are eat-

ing up more energy than they are 

worth. For example, refrigerator 

models predating 1993 could be 

costing you up to $140 per year in 

electricity alone. If some of your 

major appliances fall into this cat-

egory, you may be losing over hun-

dreds of dollars a year.

Knowing how much energy your 

appliances use annually can be a 

great money saver and can help you 

make smart decisions on whether it 

would cost less to keep an old appli-

ance running or buy a newer, more 

efficient one.

To figure out how much energy 

your appliances use, check for 

an energy efficiency label. The 

amount of energy typically used 

per year is listed in kilowatt hours. 

If a label is not available, a home 

inspector can estimate energy use 

by determining the age of the 

appliances in the house and assess-

ing their operation by checking for

appliance uses per year to figure out 

the annual cost it takes to operate 

the appliance. By adding this figure 

to the initial price it cost to purchase 

the appliance and the cost of any 

repairs, you then have a comparison 

level to decide whether your appli-

ance would cost you more or less to 

run than a new one.

“People often forget that over the 

life span of most appliances, the 

cost to operate them is far more 

than the initial purchase price,” says 

Molly Hall, Executive Director of 

the Energy Education Council. 

“Therefore, using more energy-

efficient appliances is almost always 

the wisest choice, even if the initial 

prices seem daunting.”

If your appliance is nearing the 

end of its life span, it is time to cal-

culate whether repairing it or replac-

ing it will cost more. Here is the 

typical life span of major appliances:
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Repairing vs. Replacing Your Appliances

Terry Glodo

Safety Tip
When taking down your outside Christmas 

decorations, play it safe. Watch for 

overhead lines!! Before you begin, go to www.

safeelectricity.com and read a few of their 

holiday safety articles. It could save your life!

Willy Clayton


