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Don’t compare your electric bills 
Every family’s usage is unique
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WIEC member earns 
$10 bill credit
Reading WIEC News was 
the key to success

Summer is here and you just received your electric 
bill. You are surprised it is higher than normal. 

Your first reaction is to call your neighbor to see if 
their bill increased as much as yours, but don’t do it.
 Before comparing, please remember that your 
home is not your neighbor’s home; your family is not 
your neighbor’s family. Lifestyles, appliances, and 
the number of people in household can all cause a 
huge difference in usage. Also the type of insulation, 
the age of heating system and even the number of 
windows can have an impact.  
 Keep in mind these things can influence usage:

(4617-
41) else would be like comparing your grocery bill. 
Everyone eats differently just like everyone consumes 
electricity differently. It doesn’t make sense. 

V -
ing her map location number in the April Issue of the 

 Every month, there are four map location numbers hidden 
-

next bill. 
 You will find this number on your bill on the top line near 
the middle. Remember, you can’t win if you don’t look! 

Welcome 
New Members

Brandon Dallefeld, Adair

Jenks Family Farms, % Jill Jenks, 
Monmouth

Robyn Johnson, Loraine

Richard Wheatley, Lomax
Krista M Willdrick, Lomax
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Fact: Bigger is not better and 

will cost you twice if you do 

purchase an over-sized system –

initially for the larger equipment 

and then each time the system 

starts up.
 It takes heating and cooling 

equipment a period of time to 

reach their peak efficiency each 

time they turn on. When equip-

ment is over-sized, it can heat 

up or cool down the home very 

quickly, leading to short run times. 

The system runs for shorter time 

periods, but more frequently, 

meaning it does not function at its 

peak efficiency nearly as much as 

properly sized equipment.

 Over-sized equipment can also 

lead to discomfort. Over-sized 

heating systems over heat the 

home, then allow it to cool down 

to the thermostat setting before 

coming on again. This leads to 

temperature swings.

 Over-sized cooling systems 

short cycle and do not dehumidify 

the air. Properly sized equipment 

costs less up front and operates 

more efficiently. Heating and 

cooling contractors should always 

be asked to perform heat loss and 

gain calculations to ensure right-

sized equipment is installed. Just

replacing with same size ensures 

that over-sized systems remain 

over-sized and will continue to 

cost the homeowner during the 

life of the new system.
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Debunking home energy myths

Myth: Bigger is better when buying an air conditioner or heating system.

 A significant amount of the average home energy bill pays for heating water. Take 

5-minute showers instead of baths and make sure your (461-58) water heater is set 

no higher than 120° F. Source: U.S. Department of Energy
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524 North Madison    P.O. Box 338
Carthage, IL 62321
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OFFICE HOURS

Monday - Friday

DURING OFFICE 
HOURS, 

OR AFTER HOURS
TO REPORT OUTAGE

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Rob Gronewold —  

Carthage

Jay Morrison —
 Niota

 Janet Spory — 
 Secretary/Treasurer, Sutter

William R. Newton —
 Assistant Secretary/Treasurer,
 Burnside

Dave Biery — Director, 
Carthage

Calvin Baumann —
 Director, Basco

Mike Ford — Director, Lomax

STAFF
Paul Dion — Manager

Tommie Long — 
 Manager of Operations

Becky Dickinson —
 Office Manager

MAP LOCATION CONTEST
Every month we are printing four 
member's map location numbers in 
the newsletter.  If you find your map 
location number call the WIEC office 
by the 25th of the following month, 
tell us where it is and we will give you 
a $10.00 bill credit. Keep on reading 
the WIEC News.

Don’t hide the big green box
They are big. They are usually green. They sit on a pad in your yard. 

They are not the prettiest yard ornament in the world and home-
owners may be tempted to hide the pad mounts behind (3715-49) land-

of clear space in front of pad-mount transformers. In case of an outage, a 
lineman may need to open that green box to restore service. It is also a 

the pad-mount for easy access in case of an outage. 

Use the moisture sensor feature on your clothes dryer if it has 
one. This option shuts down the dryer when clothes are 

dry. In addition, clean the lint filter after each load. This (483-3)
improves air circulation and increases the dryer’s efficiency. 

Source: U.S. Department of Energy
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71st Annual Meeting recap
W -

bill credit. Before the meeting, members 
could visit with Randy Sprunger of Air 
Evac, talk with Bill Buchanan about the 

-
ing was a temporary air conditioner that 
kept all attendees cool and (4514-2) 
comfortable.  
 During the business meeting, Dave 

elected to the board. Members heard from 

future years to come, the employees follow 

-

were given away. Be sure to check out 

 Entertainment for the evening was 
Terry Fleck, the attitude doctor.  The au-
dience laughed as Terry shared stories of 
his life and experiences while stressing the 
importance of keeping a positive attitude.  

 re-
elected to the board. After the meeting, 

-

Assistant Secretary-Treasurer.  
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GIFT DONOR RECIPIENT

Wilbur Mixer

Max Gronewold

Basket of Different Spices Dorothy Whitaker

Elaine Gronewold

Arden Bollin

Keith Frakes

Lester Markey

Briscoe Menke

Balance & Tire Rotation Roberta Bruenger

Doris McElroy

Sharon Barr

William Greenig

Backpack Sprayer

Eugene Thorell

Rosella Moormann

Toy Loader 

WIEC would like to thank our vendors for graciously providing door prizes for our Annual Meeting.

GIFT DONOR RECIPIENT

$100 CASH

$100 CASH

$100 CASH Tim Etter

$100 CASH Loren Dowdall

$100 CASH Richard Wood

Grand prize winners

Annual Meeting door prize winners


