
Illinois Country Living • July 2011 • 16a

18

16a • Wisconsin Energy Cooperative News

Shane L. Larson, 
Chief Executive Officer

Business as Usual 
in Rockton

More Power to You

The Second District Appellate Court of Illinois 
recently affirmed the decision of the Winnebago 
County Circuit Court to dismiss the lawsuit that 

the village of Rockton had filed against Rock Energy 
Cooperative. 

The courts ruled that the village did not have an 
enforceable contract requiring the co-op to sell its utility 
assets because there had been no agreement on the price 
that the village would pay for those assets. 

Over the past few years, much has been written and 
said about the legal issues between Rock Energy Coop-
erative and the village of Rockton. During this whole 
ordeal, REC has tried to do what is best, not only for the 
residents of Rockton, but for all our members in eight 
counties and two states. I’m sure that not everyone would 
agree with that statement, but I can assure you that the 
REC directors took their fiduciary responsibilities very 
seriously when addressing this matter.

Throughout the legal action, Rock Energy Coop-
erative remained focused on delivering safe and reliable 
utility service at the lowest practical costs to all our 
members—those in Rockton and across the rest of our 
system. We also continued to remind Rockton residents 
that they already had a financial interest in their electric 
and natural gas company because we are a not-for-profit 
cooperative.

Now that the courts have ruled, I’m certain we can 
move forward in a positive manner and continue provid-
ing all members with the excellent service they deserve.

Is prepaid energy right for you?

I hope you read the story on page 16b about our 
Prepaid Energy Option and seriously consider whether 
it might help your budget situation. It’s a new way for 
members to pay for power as they use it, rather than  

making one payment for the energy they used in the pre-
vious month.

The concept isn’t new because we buy groceries, 
gasoline, and countless other goods and services when 
we need them and can afford them. For example, if you 
need gas for your car and only have $10, you just put $10 
worth of gas in the tank. In the same way, prepaid energy 
can help consumers plan more accurate monthly budgets 
and make smaller, incremental payments.

Besides being easier on the budget, prepaid energy 
is a way for people to be more aware of how much power 
they’re using. In fact, members who prepay generally   
use less energy than folks on traditional billing because 
the program empowers them to manage their energy use 
in a way that best suits their individual situation. Even 
better, when members use less energy, it lowers demand 
on our entire system, which saves everyone money in the 
long run.

Have a safe summer

As I watch the news coverage of the deadly tor-
nadoes that have swept the country, I’m reminded just 
how much devastation summer storms can cause. All too 
often, we learn of tornado warnings and just continue 
whatever we’re doing. But after seeing what’s happened 
in Alabama and Missouri, I plan to head to the basement 
the next time there’s a tornado warning. I hope you’ll do 
the same.

Also, remember that lightning can be extremely dan-
gerous. “When thunder roars, go indoors” is the National 
Weather Service’s recommendation for electrical storms 
because if you can hear thunder, you are within striking 
distance of lightning.

If there’s anything we can do to serve your energy 
needs and improve our service to you, please let us know. 
In the meantime, have a safe and happy Fourth of July!
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Take Charge of Energy Costs 
with Prepaid Option

Do you remember when the only way to pay your 
energy bill was to mail a check or make a pay-
ment at the co-op office?

Other payment options have been added in recent 
years, and now you can pay online, by phone, at third-
party payment centers like Wal-Mart, or with automatic 
bank withdrawal. But even with the variety of choices, 
the process remained the same. You received a bill that 
detailed your energy consumption for the previous month, 
and you paid the full amount before the due date.

Now, Rock Energy Cooperative is introducing a 
pay-as-you-go plan, which allows you to pay for energy 
as you use it, the same way you buy groceries and gaso-
line. You have greater control over your budget because 
you decide how much to pay and when to pay it. 

Members maintain a prepaid balance in their ac-
count from which their daily usage is subtracted. When 
their balance gets low, the co-op alerts them that they 
need to add money.   

More than 100 Rock En-
ergy members are enrolled in the 
Prepaid Energy Option, and Mike 
Salmons, consumer accounting 
manager, expects more members 
will sign up as they learn about 
the program. 

“If it would be more con-
venient for you to make weekly 
or biweekly payments on your 
energy bill rather than one large 
payment each month, this option 
is perfect for you,” Salmons said. 
“Instead of getting a traditional 
bill each month, you’ll receive a monthly statement that 
shows your usage. When your account runs low, you’ll 
get an alert by e-mail, text message, and phone call to let 
you know it’s time to add money.”

The program is so flexible that members can choose 
when to pay and how much to pay as long as they main-
tain a balance in their account, Salmons said. They also 
have the same variety of ways to pay—by mail, in person, 

by phone, online, at third-party payment centers, or 
through online banking.

“Members might make a payment whenever 
they get a paycheck, when their Social Security 

check arrives, or whenever they can afford it,” 
he said.

This option is a good solution for mem-
bers who move often or are facing financial 
difficulties because it eliminates the need for 
deposits and late fees, Salmons said. 

In addition, people who prepay gener-
ally use less energy than those on traditional 

billing because they’re more aware of how 
much power they’re consuming.

Electric service with Rock Energy is 
required to participate in the program. If you’re 

interested in finding out more about the Prepaid 
Energy Option and whether it’s right for you, stop at 

either our Janesville or South Beloit office to pick up a 
brochure or visit our website at www.rock.coop.

Mike Salmons
Consumer Accounting 

Manager
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Rock Energy Cooperative

Company Powers Up Generator 
to Save Money

North American Tool Corp. takes pride in the fact 
that it ships products to customers within 24 
hours of receiving orders.  

Dependable electricity is vital to meeting that com-
mitment, said Curtis Lansbery, president and CEO of the 
South Beloit manufacturer of premium quality cutting 
tools. He complimented Rock Energy Cooperative for its 
record of providing reliable electric service. In the few 
outages that have occurred—whether due to squirrels or 
car accidents—the co-op always has provided a quick 
response to restore power, he said.

Affordable electricity also is important to North 
American Tool as well as Rock Energy’s other commer-
cial and industrial members. The co-op launched its Peak 
Alert Demand Response (PADRe) program in 2009 to 
help local employers stay competitive in the worldwide 
marketplace. 

Large commercial and industrial members, like 
North American Tool, pay demand charges based on elec-
tricity usage during times of peak demand. It’s like the 
electric utility industry’s equivalent of rush-hour traffic. 
Because electric power can’t be easily or economically 
stored, it must be produced as it’s needed. In response 
to an alert from the co-op, PADRe participants volun-
tarily reduce electric consumption during periods of peak 
demand. When peak demand is reduced, Rock Energy’s 
wholesale power costs go down, and the savings are 
passed on to the member.

In order to enjoy these energy cost savings, in-
dustrial members in the PADRe program must have the 
ability to voluntarily reduce demand during peak times. 
That wasn’t possible for North American Tool because 
the manufacturer operates three shifts a day and basically 
never shuts down.

But in May, the company installed a generator ca-
pable of producing enough electricity to power the plant. 
Now, when peak alerts are issued, the manufacturer can 
seamlessly go off the grid and use its backup generator. 
The energy savings from the new generator, which is 
expected to be used only about 16 hours a month, will pay 
for itself in less than three years, Lansbery said.

Company officials also are becoming weather 
watchers and plan to use the backup generator when 

severe weather is threatening and there’s a potential for 
a power outage. If a rare unexpected outage occurs, the 
backup generation system takes over in less than three 
seconds.

The combination of North American Tool’s new 
on-site generation facility and Rock Energy’s innovative 
peak alert program will allow the manufacturer to achieve 
two of its strategic goals: on-time delivery of its products 
and lower energy costs.  

North American Tool has operated in South Beloit 
since 1986, and the company is commemorating its 25th 
anniversary by sponsoring the city of Beloit’s fireworks 
on the Fourth of July.

“It’s an ideal way to give back to a great community 
while we celebrate a milestone event,” Lansbery said. 
“We are truly excited for our customers, our associates, 
and our community to be celebrating our 25th year in the 
industrial tooling business.”

Rock Energy CEO Shane Larson, left, congratulates Curtis 
Lansbery, president and CEO of North American Tool, on the 
manufacturer’s new on-site generation facility.
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Check out these great 
deals offered with your 
Co-op Connections Card

P.O. Box 1758 P.O. Box 126
2815 Kennedy Rd. 15229 Willowbrook Rd.
Janesville, WI 53547 South Beloit, IL 61080

(608) 752-4550  •  (866) 752-4550

Shane Larson, CEO
Barbara Uebelacker, 

Editor

FYIC Cupcakes, 1631 Edgewood Drive, Davis
(815) 871-3036 – www.feedyourinnerchild.com
Sweeten your life with divine custom gourmet 
cupcakes. Perfect for birthday parties, thank you 
gifts, bachelorette parties, bridal showers, holi-
day gifts, hostess gifts, and much, much more. 
Grown-up taste in a child-sized package.
10% Off Any Flavor

All Game Taxidermy, 155 Union St., Evansville
(608) 322-5494 – www.allgametaxidermy.net
Full-service taxidermy formed 
in 2008. Experienced, offering 
better service and higher qual-
ity work, still with very affordable prices. Matt and Nick are also 
avid hunters and sportsmen and enjoy working on all projects to 
bring out the beauty in the animals that are brought to them.
5% Off

Chiropractic Care Center of Beloit, 654 Bluff St., Beloit 
(608) 362-7652 – www.beloitchiro.com
Meeting the needs of people of all 
ages and walks of life for over 40 
years. Outcome-oriented and patient-
driven.  Decompression therapy, 
physical therapy, exercise rehab, laser and nutrition consulta-
tion. Benefit from a nervous system that is working at its very 
best. For visceral or organic problems, many consult our office 
for “non-back” health issues. Natural drug-free health care. 
Chiropractic is a safer, more natural approach to better health. 
Stay Well – optimize your health and be all you can be.
Free Body Composition Analysis

For a complete listing of current deals, visit www.rock.coop. Terms and 
conditions subject to change as desired by participating businesses. 
You also can use your Co-op Connections Card to receive a discount 
on prescription drugs and to print online coupons. 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR!

Member Appreciation Day 2011

PANCAKE BREAKFAST
Saturday, Sept. 17 • 8 to 10:30 a.m.

REC Headquarters, 2815 Kennedy 
Road, Janesville, Wis.

Watch for details!

Rock Energy Cooperative offices 
will be closed on Monday, July 4, in 
observance of Independence Day. We 
will reopen at 7:30 a.m. Tuesday, July 
5. Members can make payments in the 
drop boxes at both offices throughout 
the holiday weekend. Even though 
our offices are closed, standby crews 
are always available 24 hours a day. 
If you need to report a power outage, 
please call (608) 752-4550 or toll-free 
(866) 752-4550.

Have a Safe 
and Happy 

Independence Day!


