www.mcdonoughpower. com

McDon oggh
Power @
( /Cooperattve
ATouchstone Encrgy® Cooperatve. 1>

McDonough Power Cooperative ® Macomb, Illinois 61455

It’s payback time!

McDonough Power Cooperative is returning approximately $370,000 in
capital credits to members who purchased electricity in 2001 and 2002.

lether than returning profits to B At the end of the year, the co-op

investors and stockholders, we return determines if there was a profit (margin).
capital credits to our members! If you B The co-op allocates margins to members
paid for McDonough Power electricity in to be repaid later as capital credits.
2001 or 2002 you should receive a check. B [f the co-op’s financial condition

Mike Smith 10113A1A-408C permits, the board of directors

President and CEQ . . i i
resident an What are capital credits? determines payment (retirement) of

B Co-op members use electricity and pay capital credits.. . . |
their bill. B Members receive capital credit checks!

Did You Know?

Electric cooperatives have retired

$20 billion to members since 1988 —

$1.4 billion in 2021 alone.

Because electric co-ops operate at cost,
A any excess revenues (called margins)

are allocated and retired to members
,J/\\\_\ in the form of capital credits.
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Our office will be closed Monday,
Sept. 4, for Labor Day.
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Mcpoggf“;gllf ﬂ Operation Round-Up

_Coaperative ous  Second Quarter Grants

1210 West Jackson Street

P.O. Box 352
Macomb, Illinois
61455-0352 Mo
O Lo S
L]
24 hour pay-by-phone

844-405-1145
www.mcdonoughpower.com

Office hours:
7 a.m. - 4 p.m. - Weekdays

Find us on €

DIRECTORS
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Walt Lewis, Chairman . P i o . v ———
. _ , e ¢ :
David Lueck, Vice Chairman ; ——
Mike Cox, Treasurer

Steve Hall, Secretary

Courtney S o Illowa C-oun(il Boy Scouts - $1,000

Inali District supplies, camperships and recruiting Trip to Shedd Aquarium
Bob Dwyer
Steve Lynn
Jeff Moore
Jerry Riggins

John D. McMillan, Attorney

Al Co-op Electric Loaves and Fishes, Etc. - $1,000 Emmet-Chalmers Fire Protection District - $1,000
Food vouchers Safety at roadway emergency incidents
Ovutages 309-837-1400

Applications for the next round of grants are due Monday, Oct. 2, 2023.

A Touchstone Energy® Cooperative 7(*) For more details visit mcdonoughpower.com.
The power of human connections
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What to consider before saying yes to home solar

Energy use generated by residential
solar panel systems grew by 34%
from 2.9 gigawatts (GW) in 2020 to
3.9 GW in 2021, according to data
from the U.S. Energy Information
Administration (EIA). (In case you are
wondering, there are one billion watts in
one GW. Also, 3.125 million photovol-
taic [solar] panels are equivalent to one
GW of power, according to the EIA.)

U.S. homeowners surveyed by the
Pew Research Center in January 2022
demonstrated a strong interest in install-
ing residential solar panels for their
homes, with 8% stating they had already
done so and 39% stating they had given
it serious thought. Anyone seriously
considering a residential solar panel
system should do their homework first,
as it is a big investment.

Benefits of home solar
According to energy.gov, the poten-
tial benefits of having a residential solar
panel system include:
B Cost savings on energy bills
B Increased home value
B Reduction of carbon dioxide, water
consumption, greenhouse gases and
other pollutants
These benefits can vary drastically
based on:
B Electricity consumption
B Solar energy system type and size
B Whether a system is purchased or
leased 9210B9-312C
B Direct hours of daily sunlight
B Size and angle of roof
B Tocal electricity rates

Drawbacks of solar

'The major drawback of home
solar panel systems is the upfront cost.
According to the National Renewable
Energy Laboratory (NREL), the aver-
age cost of installing a residential roof-
top solar array is $19,000. Additionally,
every time your roof needs to be re-
placed, the solar array must be removed,
reinstalled and often repaired, adding to
the costs of both your solar panel system
and roofing projects.

However, since the lifetime of a solar
panel array and a roof are both roughly

25-30 years, energy.gov recommends
that individuals consider replacing their
roofs at the same time that they install
the solar panel array to avoid stag-
gered reinstallation and repair costs.
For example, the NREL estimates that
when installing a roof and a solar array
together, it costs approximately $25,000
as opposed to $30,000 when installed
separately (the price varies depending on
the size of the home and other factors).

Involve your utility early on

B If you are considering a solar system,
let your utility know, since most
residential systems are tied to the
power grid. The utility will be able to
provide information about connec-
tion requirements and fees, reliable
contractors, relevant policies, accurate
rates and other resources.

Are there tax breaks/incentives?

There is a federal tax break available to
those who qualify. The federal residential
solar energy credit is a dollar-for-dollar
reduction in the amount of income tax
otherwise owed. For example, claiming a
$1,000 federal tax credit reduces federal
income taxes by $1,000.

The residential tax credit can be
claimed on federal income taxes for a
percentage of the cost of a home solar

panel system paid for by the taxpayer (e.g.,

a 30% tax credit). The best way to find
incentives is to visit the Database of State
Incentives for Renewables and Efficiency

website at www.DSIREUSA .org.

Homework assignment

In addition to contacting your utility,
do the following:

B Review energy bills for the past 12
to 24 months to calculate the aver-
age monthly kilowatt usage.

B Assess the age, size and condition of
your roof, as well as available ground
space. This will help determine the
best location for solar panel arrays.

B Hire qualified installers who are
trained and certified to install solar.

B Get several quotes from multiple
installers and ensure that all costs are
factored into the quotes, including
equipment, permitting, installation
and inspection fees. 7227B3-104A

Going solar is a great way to harness
energy from the sun; however, assess
where it would be located, the size of
the array required and the costs versus
savings before considering having a
home solar array installed.

Find more details, including a step-
by-step guide, on our website at www.
mcdonoughpower.com. Click the solar
panel photo on our homepage.

Every month we will have four map

location numbers hidden throughout The
Wire. If you find the map location number
that corresponds to the one on your bill
(found above the usage graph), call our
office and identify your number and the
page that it is on. If correct, you will win

a $10 credit on your next electric bill.
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Firing up one portable generator is like
starting a parking lot full of cars

Firing up one fuel-powered portable
generator produces as much

carbon monoxide (CO) as hundreds of
combustion-engine cars, according to the
Consumer Product Safety Commission.

Using a portable generator in a home,

garage or too close to an enclosed area

is like starting a parking lot full of cars

and letting the CO poison seep into that

area. The devastating result is almost
immediate: The CO from one generator
can kill in minutes.

CO facts

CO is colorless and odorless.
Poisoning can happen so quickly that ex-
posed persons may become unconscious
before recognizing any symptoms.

Each year in the U.S.:

B Approximately 85 individuals die
from CO poisoning.

B Most deaths (81%) occur in resi-
dential locations.

African Americans are at greater risk
of CO poisoning, accounting for 23
percent of generator-related CO deaths,
nearly double their estimated 13 percent
share of the U.S. population, according
to the U.S. Census.

Safety tips
To use a portable generator safely:

B Always use a portable generator at
least 20 feet away from your home.

B Never operate one inside a home,
on a porch or near windows and
doors.

B Apply the 20-foot distance rule
to other locations, such as a shed,
cabin, camper or trailer.

B When shopping for a generator,
look for one that gives oft
reduced emissions.

B Also look for one that shuts off
automatically when high levels of
CO are present.

B Keep your generator well-main-
tained and follow all manufacturer’s
instructions. 6328FHS8-228B

B Operate it under an open, canopy-
like structure on a dry surface where
water cannot pool underneath.
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B Ensure CO detectors are installed

on every level of your home and
near or in bedrooms.

B Test CO alarms monthly; also
track their age. They need to be
replaced every seven years.

A portable generator is usually
gas-powered and movable. A genera-
tor should have more output than the
wattage of the electronics plugged into
it. This way, the generator will be able
to create the extra electricity it takes for
the initial power surge. Make sure there
is nothing plugged into the generator
when turning it on.

Besides portable generators, there are
also standby generators. The standby ver-
sions are attached directly to the house
and are typically powered by natural
gas or propane. These generators start
automatically when the power goes out.

To prevent feeding power back into
the power grid and endangering electric
line crews and others, standby genera-
tors should have a transfer safety switch
installed by a professional. Never plug
a portable generator directly into a
home outlet or electrical system for
the same reason.

For more electrical safety informa-
tion, visit SafeElectricity.org.

Energy
Efficiency
Tip of the Month

Did you know fall

is the perfect time

to schedule a tune-
up for your heating
system? Home
heating accounts

for a large portion of
winter energy bills,
and no matter what
kind of system you
have, you can save
energy and money by
regularly maintaining
your equipment.

Combining

proper equipment
maintenance and
upgrades with
recommended
insulation, air sealing
and thermostat
settings can save
about 30% on your
energy bills.

Source: Dept. of Energy




