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It was a beautiful Saturday morning for Monroe County 

Electric Cooperative’s (MCEC) 84th Annual Meeting, 

which was held on June 10.  

Members and guests gathered at MCEC headquarters 

to enjoy a delicious catered breakfast by Roy-el Catering. 

Premeeting activities for the kids included a petting zoo 

provided by Maeystown 4H, a photo-op station with a 

Clydesdale, a balloon artist station and two bounce houses. 

Along with the free breakfast, each registered member 

received a $25 bill credit, which was issued on their July 1st 

bills. 

Before the business meeting, the names for 15 $500 

scholarships were drawn. There was a record number of ap-

plicants with 41 total. Twenty-nine applicants attended the 

meeting, and the 15 winners who were drawn were: Aidean 

Murphy, Andrew Grohmann, Calli Smith, Erica Runge, 

Grace Anderson, Hadley Schneider, Hayden Habermehl, 

Maria Biske, McKenna Stolarik, Megan Elliot, Nathan 

Hemmer, Nathanial Clasquin, Noah Rutowski, Taryn 

Gregson and Wyatt Landeck.

During the business meeting, which started at 10 a.m., 

members were informed about the organization’s financial 

condition, and the co-op re-elected three area members 

to the board of directors: Richard Neff from the northern 

district, George Obernagel from the central district and Jeff 

Hoffmann from the southern district. 

MCEC Board Chairman George Obernagel spoke to 

the membership about generation, renewables and electric 

vehicles. He began with the pressing concern of the ongo-

ing pursuit of shutting down fossil fuel baseload generation 

in the State of Illinois. As per the new regulations, these 

sites could potentially close as early as 2030. Chairman 

Obernagel spoke about the growth of solar energy, rais-

ing intriguing questions, including the continuation of 

converting productive farmland to solar projects and the 

responsibility for dismantling the panels when the contract 

ends. He also discussed the adoption of electric vehicles 

presenting a challenge for MCEC. He stated charging 

electric vehicles increases a household’s monthly load, 

which eventually leads to necessary infrastructure upgrades. 

This requires careful consideration and planning with the 

financial burden it places on retail rates. He concluded his 

report by thanking the board of directors, employees, staff 

and membership for their continued support and dedica-

tion to the cooperative. 

President/CEO Alan Wattles gave his report. He began 

by thanking everyone for attending. He reported informa-

tion on material price increases, and the fact that some 

material has increased as much as 355%. He also spoke 

about the material delays that continue and that some of 

the materials being used have changed due to availability. 

President Wattles stated that 2022 was another good year 

with positive margins. MCEC did not see as much of an 

increase in the equity percentage as anticipated due to the 

price increases of material. With money available on the 

Power Vision Loan, money was borrowed to invest. He 
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also stated that kilowatt hour sales were 2.4% higher, and 

power cost was higher. President Wattles also discussed the 

rate design being finished for SIPC later this summer and 

that a new rate structure should be in effect January 2024. 

He spoke about the future and the concerns on capacity. 

The stress will increase on transmission systems as coal 

plants continue to close. He also suggested, as he has in 

past meetings, that members get a home generator. 

Thank you to all of our members that attended the 

meeting!

We look forward to seeing everyone next year on June 8th.

("Annual meeting" continued from page 18A)
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MCEC line outages June 2023

Date Duration # Out Map Location Cause Desc Substation

06/04/23 1:00 3 Rt 158 Other, Faulty Equipment Millstadt

06/05/23 0:17 469 Rt 3 Maintenance Poe

06/05/23 1:12 3 Imbs Station Rd Small Animals Or Birds E. Carondelet

06/08/23 1:19 2 Douglas Rd Large Animals   Smithton

06/11/23 1:33 23 Lou Dell Small Animals Or Birds N. Waterloo

06/11/23 1:44 190 Stonecrest / D Rd Equipment  Columbia

06/14/23 0:47 3 Maeys Creek Station Ln Small Animals Or Birds Fults

06/14/23 1:06 2 Fountain Rd Member Caused   Fountain

06/15/23 1:56 3 Otten Rd Small Animals Or Birds E. Carondelet

06/16/23 2:34 5 Five Forks Rd Vehicles Or Machinery  New Athens

06/19/23 1:26 26 Turner Hall Rd Large Animals   Smithton

06/20/23 1:01 4 Gedern Dr Unknown    Columbia

06/25/23 2:21 5 Wild Horse Dr Vehicles Or Machinery  Millstadt

06/25/23 1:04 3 Rt 158 Small Animals Or Birds Millstadt

06/27/23 0:10 5 Wild Horse Dr Maintenance Millstadt

06/28/23 0:48 2 Kk Rd Maintenance Poe

06/28/23 0:53 4 Chausse Ln Trees, Other    New Athens

06/30/23 0:25 37 Brand Woods Dr/Brand Lake Small Animals Or Birds Poe

06/30/23 65:56 351 Columbia Area South Major Storm Columbia

06/30/23 4:21 53 Fountain Area North Major Storm Fountain

06/30/23 17:03 794 East Carondelet Area Major Storm E. Carondelet

06/30/23 7:30 645 North Waterloo Area Major Storm N. Waterloo

06/30/23 15:23 842 Millstadt Area Major Storm Millstadt

06/30/23 8:27 691 Douglas Rd Major Storm Smithton

06/30/23 23:48 2 High Prairie School Rd Major Storm Smithton

06/30/23 22:33 13 Urbana Rd Major Storm Smithton

06/30/23 8:19 813 New Athens Area North Major Storm New Athens

06/30/23 9:14 37 Press Rd Major Storm Smithton

06/30/23 23:25 177 Douglas Rd Major Storm Smithton

06/30/23 9:13 30 Kraft Rd Major Storm Smithton

Electricity remains a good value

Although inflation has led to 
increasing costs in many areas 
of our lives, the cost of powering 
your home rises slowly when 
compared to other common 
goods. Looking at price increases 
over the last five years, electricity 
remains a good value.

Average Annual Price Increase 2017-2022

Source: U.S. Bureau of Labor StatisticsConsumer Price Index
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4 KEY FACTORS 
That Impact Energy Bills
You pay for the electricity you consume each month, but 
there are additional factors that impact your energy bills.

1.Fuel Costs 
 Before electricity can be delivered to your 
home, it must first be generated at a 
power plant or from a renewable source. 
The cost of fuels used to generate 
electricity fluctuates, which is why you see 
a power or fuel charge on your monthly 
bill. This monthly charge covers cost 
fluctuations without having to continually 
restructure electricity rates.

2.Service Costs
Your bill includes a monthly service 
charge, which recovers part of the co-op’s 
ongoing investments in poles, wire, 
meters, system maintenance and 
additional costs necessary to provide 
electric service.

3.Weather 
When temperatures soar or dip, your 
cooling or heating equipment must run 
longer and at maximum capacity, which can 
greatly increase your energy use. Extreme 
temperatures can also affect electricity 
market prices. When the need for electricity 
increases due to extreme heat or cold, the 
price of power typically rises.

4.Energy Consumption 
This is the amount of electricity you use 
each month to power your home’s 
cooling/heating system, appliances, 
lighting, electronics and more. 
The amount of electricity you consume 
is measured in kilowatt-hours, or kWh. 
You have control over how much energy 
you use, which can ultimately help 
manage your monthly costs.  
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Tip of the Month

To save 
energy through ceiling fan 
use, remember to raise your 
thermostat a few degrees 
while fans are turned on. 
Ceiling fans can help improve 
comfort year-round. In the 
summer, operate ceiling fans 
in a counterclockwise direction. 
Reverse the direction to 
clockwise during winter 
months and set fans 
on a low speed so 
warm air can circulate 
from the ceiling to the 
lower levels of the room. 
Remember, ceiling fans 
cool people, not spaces. 
Be sure to turn them off 
when you leave the room.

Source: Dept. of Energy
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