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Safety Around Power Lines - Live Line Demo

“Safety” is a universal word that is
mentioned often and used loosely.
Communities large and small, as well
as companies across all industries, are
committed to safety. Sports leagues,
at every level, take safety seriously.
Unfortunately, when it really counts,

community above all else. We strive

to deliver affordable and reliable elec-
tricity to our member-owners, but
equally important, we want to return
our workers home safely to their loved
ones. To do this requires ongoing fo-
cus, dedication and vigilance.

emergency personnel and businesses
in the community.

During the month of March,
MCEC performed its Live Line
Demonstration to several schools and
our local fire departments. During the
demonstration participants see first-

steps to keep hand what hap-
the public, pens when a tree
workers, ath- falls through the

letes and loved
ones safe are
often ignored in
the interest of
expedience or
convenience.

lines, when mylar
balloons come in
contact with over-
head equipment
and when high-
voltage wires come
down on automo-
biles. These are all
real-life situations;

However,
safety is a seri-
ous issue, es-
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Pe(:lally when MCEC linemen answer questions from local fire departments. knowing Wh.at to
it comes to do could potentially
electrical safety. It’s our number one Because we live and work in the save a life.

priority. Over time, Monroe County
Electric Cooperative (MCEC) has

created a culture of safety by putting
our employees’ safety and that of the

community we serve, we care about
our neighbors. MCEC performs
Live Line Safety Demonstrations
for schools, civic organizations,

No matter their age, we want every-
one to always presume power lines are
live, whether they are on a utility pole
or on the ground.
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Lineman Gary Gilbert shows Lineman Matt Kish shows the  Lineman Andrew Lineman Gary Gilbert talks
the students at Gibault High students what happens when a Gotto shows the stu- to the students at Millstadt
School the effects of a hot dog bird on the line pecks at a bug dents at Millstadt Primary Center about safety
(similar to human skin) when on the pole and becomes the Consolidated School around power lines.

shorted across 7,200 volts. ‘path to ground.” the protective gear they
wear when working

on the lines.
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MCEC Date Duration | # Out Map Location Cause Desc Substation
3/7/2023 Sparrow Creek Ln Small Animals Or Birds | East Carondelet

Mu"h 2023 3/23/2023 g Mm Rd/G Rd Lightning

- Safety Tip -

Before beginning an outdoor
project, always look up and
look out for overhead power
lines. Use extra caution when
carrying a ladder or removing
debris from gutters.

_.: @Ifgctricity.org '

Energy Efficiency
Tip of the Month

The location of your thermostat can impact your HVAC system'’s ability to maintain
an ideal indoor temperature. For maximum accuracy, thermostats should be
placed in the center of the home, away from air vents, plumbing pipes and exterior
doors. Avoid placing items like lamps and televisions near your thermostat, which
can cause the HVAC to run longer than necessary. Avoid installing thermostats in
rooms that tend to feel warmer or colder than the rest of the home. Do not place
furniture in front of the thermostat, which can block air flow and result in
inaccurate readings.
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Play it safe around power lines

Digging holes, climbing
trees, flying kites — outdoor play
often creates beautiful childhood
memories. Before hitting the great
outdoors, discuss electrical safety
with your children.
Flying fun
While flying kites, model
airplanes, remote-controlled
flying toys and drones, stay in
large, open areas (such as parks or
fields), far away from power lines.
If an item gets caught in a power
line, teach children to never try to
retrieve it. Instead, an adult should
call their electric utility for help.
General outdoor safety tips
Other important safety
guidelines for kids and adults
alike include:
® Never throw objects at power
lines.
® Stay far away from downed,
damaged or low-hanging
power lines. An adult should
call 911 to report a downed or
damaged line.
® Be cautious after a severe
storm that caused a power out-
age. Downed power lines could
be hidden under water, snow
or storm debris. Wait to go
outside until power has been
restored.
® Do not climb, sit or play on
padmount transformers (green
boxes).
® Do not climb trees that have
overhead power lines near or run-
ning through them.
Poolside
When spending time by the
pool, look overhead when using
pool skimmers or other long objects
to be sure you are not getting close
to an overhead power line. If you
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are swimming and feel a prickly or
tingling sensation, do not stay in the
pool. There could be a stray electric
current from a downed power line or a
damaged electrical device. Also, never
play in a flooded street or ditch; a
downed power line could be hidden by
the water and fallen debris.

Prevention is key

Electric shock and injuries are
often preventable. Empower your
family with electrical safety knowledge
to avoid preventable electric injuries.
For more information about electrical

safety, visit SafeElectricity.org.
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° Monroe County Electric Cooperative, Inc. 6]8'939'7]7] © 800'757'7433
Office hours: Monday through Friday 7:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
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Www.mcec.org
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Apply
Online!

& MCEC

Ha-nme County Electric Cooperative, Inc.
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2023 Annual Meeting Scholarship Application

Fifteen -$500 Scholarships to be awarded by drawing at the Annual Meeting on June 10, 2023
Eligibility

* The applicant must be a high school senior for the 2022/2023 school year to qualify.

* The applicant must be a member in good standing of Monroe County Electric Cooperativepr is the
dependent of a member of the Cooperative who is in good standing, and must have been a member for one
year prior to May 31, 2023.

* All paper applications must be signed by the applicant and parent or legal guardian (if a dependent). Signatures
for online submissions will be typed. Incomplete applications will not be accepted. Applications must be
returned to the cooperative by 4:00pm, June 5, 2023.

* The applicant must be enrolled, or have applied for enrollment, in a full-time undergraduate course of study at
an accredited two or four-year college, university, vocational or post-secondary school for the Fall 2023 term.

* All applicants must check in at the registration table before 9:30 a.m. the morning of the Annual Meeting and
must be present to win.

* The scholarship will be awarded to the recipient upon verification of enrollment.

Applicant Name: Age:
Mailing Address: City:
State: Zip Code:
Date of Birth:

Parent/Legal Guardian Name (s) (only in case of dependent):

MCEC Account Name and Number:

Phone Number: E-mail Address:

College/School Attending Fall 2023:

High School Graduated From: Year of Graduation:

By signing this application you hereby agree the information provided is true and correct, and permission is granted for Monroe Country
Electric Cooperative and associated organizations to use your information and your photograph for publicity purposes.

Applicant signature Date

Parent signature Date

Email completed application to jrohr@mcec.org or mail to: MCEC, P.O. Box 128, Waterloo, IL 62298 Attn: Julie Rohr
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