
Every year, we take the time to 

thank our extraordinary lineworkers, 

who dedicate their lives to keeping 

the lights on in our local communities. 

Nine lineworkers maintain over 1,200 

miles of line in Monroe County Elec-

tric Cooperative’s (MCEC) service 

territory, and without them, our world 

would be dark.  

We depend on our entire staff to 

keep MCEC running smoothly, but 

on April 10, 2023, we honor all line-

workers, who often find themselves in 

dangerous and challenging situations 

so our lives may be a little bit brighter 

and safer every day. These brave men 

and women repair damaged lines and 

maintain critical infrastructure for 

our communities. Without their hard 

work and commitment to the job, our 

co-op would not thrive. No matter the 

time – day or night, weekday or week-

end – if the lights go out, so do they. 

Perhaps you have seen them raising 

their bucket trucks in howling winds 

and torrential rains, or in freezing, 

icy conditions. They work around the 

clock near high-voltage power lines 

until electricity is restored to every 

member in our co-op community. 

In addition to aiding members in 

our local service territory, lineworkers 

are always willing and eager to volun-

teer when a neighboring community, 

county or state is in need after a major 

outage occurs. 

Our lineworkers are brave, com-

mitted and critical to our success. This 

year, we celebrate them for all that 

they do.

We hope you will join us in thank-

ing the many lineworkers –– both 

locally and around the world –– that 

light our lives. Remember, your power 

works because they do! Use #ThankA-

Lineman on social media to show 

your support. 

Meghaan Evans writes on consumer 
and cooperative affairs for the National 
Rural Electric Cooperative Association, 
the Arlington, Va.-based service arm of 
the nation’s 900-plus consumer-owned, 
not-for-profit electric cooperatives.
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Date Duration # Out Map Location Cause Desc Substation

2/4/2023 1:17 175 Smithton/Freeburg Other, Faulty Equipment       Smithton

2/20/2023 1:14 37 Hertel Rd Other, Deterioration          East Carondelet

2/22/2023 0:46 11 D&B Club Other, Faulty Equipment       Waterloo

2/22/2023 1:11 4 Probst Rd Other, Faulty Equipment       New Athens

MCEC
line outages 

February 2023

On any given day or night, in all kinds of weather conditions, lineworkers install 

and maintain overhead and underground electrical systems.

what does a LINEWORKER do? 

Safety comes first
Lineworkers must commit to safety above all else for the benefit of those they serve 

(you!), fellow crew members and themselves. They spend thousands of hours in 

safety trainings each year and must learn and apply numerous safety regulations.

They are specially trained to:

•    Climb poles to service power lines in areas inaccessible by trucks.

•    Stand in an elevated bucket to assess and repair overhead lines. 

•    Install poles, overhead lines and other equipment.

•    Work on both energized and deenergized lines.

•    Install and service underground lines.

We entrust our lineworkers with your safety, so they hold a very important job. 

We also rely on their expertise to power our world.

6132 State Rt. 3 • P.O. Box 128
Waterloo, Illinois 62298

618-939-7171 • 800-757-7433

Offi ce hours:
Monday through Friday
7:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

This planting season, include energy 

shade trees around your home can reduce 
surrounding air temperatures as much as 6 

deciduous trees around the south side of 

shade during the summer and lose their 

Source: energy.gov
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Work Zone Awareness Week sheds light 
on safety

National Work Zone Awareness Week, 

April 17-21, 2023, is a good time to learn 

more about work zone safety; however, work 

zone safety should be observed 365 days a year 

to save lives. 

Cars or trucks that speed through a 

work zone not only endanger workers on 

the ground. Driving too fast or too close to a 

work truck can also put an elevated worker in 

danger by causing their raised bucket to move 

or sway.

Streets and highways are lined with power 

poles and electrical equipment, and narrow 

roadways often require crews like ours to 

place their equipment in or near traffic lanes. 

Be alert to utility and other work zone crews 

for their safety and yours. Besides our crews, 

you might encounter road workers, other 

utility crews, tree trimmers or first responders 

working in or on the side of the road. 

According to the National Work Zone 

Safety Information Clearinghouse, 774 fatal 

crashes and 857 deaths occurred in work zone 

crashes in 2020 (at the writing of this article, 

data was not available for 2021). Many other 

work zone crashes result in injuries. In 2020, 

102,000 work zone crashes occurred.

To help keep roadside crews safe:
Keep a safe distance between 

your vehicle and traffic barriers, 

trucks, construction equipment and 

workers.

Be patient. Traffic delays are some-

times unavoidable, so allow time for 

unexpected setbacks.

Obey all signs and road crew flag 

instructions.

Merge early and be courteous to 

other drivers.

Use your headlights at dusk and 

during inclement weather.

Minimize distractions. Avoid ac-

tivities such as texting, operating a 

radio, applying makeup and eating. 

Remember, slow down when ap-

proaching a work zone and move over 

for first responders and work crews. 

Do your part to help everyone return 

home safely at the end of the day.
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Attention high 
school seniors!

Scholarship 
opportunity

Scan the code to apply online or visit
mcec.org/500-scholarships-annual-meeting

for an application. 

18D ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING • WWW.ICL.COOP 


