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President's Report
Like many of you, we are striving to deal with 

the changes that are affecting our communities 

and country. Our employees continue to work 

hard to keep your power on and its cost as low as 

possible. Cooperatives are not-for-profit mem-

ber-owned utilities serving rural America. One 

of the greatest benefits of our rural community 

is having room to spread out so that we can 

enjoy our farms, fields, and outdoor lifestyles. 

With this room comes many miles of electric 

lines and a higher cost to maintain those wires 

and poles. 

 2022 has brought significant increases to the 

cost of our business operations. The price of fuel 

for our line trucks has doubled. The cost to pur-

chase electric service transformers and regula-

tors has increased drastically. We’ve experienced 

increases in our bulk power costs, primarily 

because of unprecedented surges in the price of 

natural gas. With the retirement of power plants 

such as Duck Creek and Havana, natural gas has 

become more widely used in the Midwest elec-

tricity market to produce electricity. Purchases 

from markets are handled by our Generation 

& Transmission cooperative, Prairie Power. I 

am grateful that they have adopted a long-term 

buying strategy to reduce our risk and exposure 

to the current price volatility of the electricity 

markets. This strategy appears to be working, 

as we’ve seen a much smaller rise in the cost of 

bulk power than our friends in town. 

 Unfortunately, all of this affects the cost 

of providing service to our Members. 2023 

will bring the first change in our rates since 

2018. These changes will be reflected on your 

January bill, which is typically received in early 

February. Members can expect an increase of 

$5.00 in monthly line access fee and an increase 

of $0.0135 in the kilowatt hour charge. The 

monthly charge for rental lights will increase by 

$0.50. These figures reflect both the increased 

bulk power cost and the increased operational 

cost for your Cooperative. 

 As always, we remain committed to provid-

ing you with safe, reliable, and affordable electric 

service. Please don’t hesitate to contact us. 

 Joshua DeWees

 President/CEO

Example: 1200 kWh usage

2022 2023

Distribution Costs Distribution Costs
Line Access Charge $65.00 Line Access Charge $70.00 

Delivery Charge <=800: Rate 0.0000 x 800 $0.00 Delivery Charge <=800: Rate 0.000 x 800 $0.00

Delivery Charge >800: Rate 0.0200 x 400 $8.00 Delivery Charge >800: Rate 0.020 x 400 $8.00

Purchased Energy Cost Purchased Energy Cost
TRANSMISSION: Rate 0.016 x 1200 $19.20 TRANSMISSION: Rate 0.016 x 1200 $19.20

FIXED ENERGY: Rate 0.04 x 1200 $48.00 FIXED ENERGY: Rate 0.04 x 1200 $48.00

VARIABLE ENERGY: Rate 0.0358 x 1200 $42.96

VARIABLE ENERGY: 

Rate 0.0493 x 1200 $59.16

WHOLESALE POWER ADJ: 

Rate (variable)x1200 $0.01

WHOLESALE POWER ADJ: 

Rate (variable) x 1200 $0.00

Other Charges Other Charges
ENERGY ASSISTANCE $0.45 ENERGY ASSISTANCE $0.45

STATE TAX $3.84 STATE TAX $3.84

OPERATION ROUND-UP $0.54 OPERATION ROUND-UP $0.35

$188.00 $209.00
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Spoon River Electric 
Cooperative – 

By the Numbers
Miles of line energized: 1,272

Number of members served: 5,022

Number of power poles 

in territory: 29,361

Tip of the Month

Did you know insulating your electric water 
heater can reduce standby heat loss by 25% 
to 45%? This could save you 7% to 16% on 
annual water heating costs. Insulating your 
electric water heater is an easy, inexpensive 

save you money each month. The Dept. of 

meaning most homeowners can tackle this 
project on their own. You can purchase pre-cut 
jackets or blankets for about $20 at most home 
improvement stores. Visit energy.gov 
for project tips and additional 
considerations. 
Source: energy.gov
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 Heating equipment, such as space 

heaters, kerosene heaters, fi replaces 

and wood-burning stoves, is a leading 

cause of fi res in U.S. homes, accord-

ing to the National Fire Protection 

Association (NFPA). Th e term 

“homes” includes one- and two-fam-

ily homes (including manufactured 

homes), apartments, townhouses and 

other multi-family dwellings.

 During a recent four-year period, 

local fi re departments responded to an 

estimated average of 48,530 

fi res involving heating 

equipment each year. Th e 

fi res resulted in 500 civil-

ian (non-fi rst-responder) 

deaths, 1,350 civilian inju-

ries and $1.1 billion in 

direct property damage, 

according to NFPA’s Home 

Heating Fires report pub-

lished in 2021.

In addition:

Heating equipment 

caused one in seven 

home fi res and 19% 

of home fi re deaths.

Most home heat-

ing fi re deaths (81%) 

included stationary 

or portable space 

heaters.

More than half of 

the home heat-

ing fi re deaths were caused by 

placing heating equipment too 

close to things that can burn, 

such as furniture, clothing, mat-

tresses or bedding.

Nearly half (48%) of all 

home heating fi res occurred 

in December, January and 

February.

Failure to clean equip-

ment, such as chimney fl ues, 

accounted for a quarter of all 

heating equipment fi res.

In addition, approximately two 

in fi ve home heating equip-

ment fi res involved items that 

ran on what is considered solid 

fuel, such as wood-burning or 

pellet stoves or wood-burning 

fi replaces. However, electric-

powered heating devices were 

responsible for the largest share 

of losses, accounting for more 

than half of the fatalities, three 

in fi ve injuries and two-fi fths of 

the property damage. 

Follow these safety tips to use space 
heaters safely: 

1. Read all instructions and 

use space heaters only as 

recommended.

2. Do not leave space heaters 

unattended.

3. Plug them directly into an 

outlet; most power strips 

and extension cords are not 

equipped to handle the energy 

spikes caused by space heaters 

cycling on and off .

4. Unplug any other items from 

the outlet you are using and 

try to use a dedicated circuit to 

avoid overload.

5. Keep children and pets away 

from space heaters.

6. Turn the heaters off  before you 

leave the room or go to sleep.

7. Do not use heaters that are in 

disrepair or have frayed cords or 

damaged plugs.

8. Place them on fl at, level sur-

faces and never on furniture, 

counters or carpet, which can 

overheat.

9. Unplug and put space heaters 

away (out of the reach of chil-

dren) when not in use.

 Use space heaters with care. 

For additional safety tips, visit 

SafeElectricity.org.
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 Take steps to help prevent electri-

cal fi res by identifying possible issues 

before they occur. 

 When assessing your home, the fi rst 

step is to hire a qualifi ed electrician to 

check all wiring to ensure it is up to 

code and that the electrical system can 

handle the demands of your electronics, 

appliances, lights and other electrical 

needs. Beyond that, watch for possible 

issues as they arise. 

 Symptoms of issues include fl icker-

ing lights, discolored outlets and switch 

plates, damaged cords, frequently 

tripped circuit breakers or blown fuses.

Check these electrical items 
in your home:

1. Electrical outlets: Check for 

loose-fi tting plugs and loose 

wall receptacles. Replace missing 

or broken wall plates. If you have 

young children, install tamper-

resistant outlets if your home 

does not have them. Avoid over-

loading outlets with adapters 

and too many appliance plugs.

2. Ground fault circuit inter-
rupters (GFCIs): Make sure 

GFCIs are installed in your 

kitchen, bathrooms, laundry 

room, workshop, basement, garage 

and outdoor outlets. GFCIs help 

protect against electrical shock. 

Use the Test and Reset buttons 

monthly to ensure that they are 

working properly.

3. Cords: Check cords to ensure 

they are not frayed or cracked, 

placed under rugs, tightly 

wrapped around an object or 

located in high traffi  c areas. Do 

not nail or staple them to walls, 

fl oors or other objects.

4. Extension cords: Th ese are 

not intended to be permanent 

solutions, so use them tempo-

rarily. If you fi nd that you need 

more electrical outlets, consult 

your electrician. 

5. Light bulbs: Verify that your 

light bulbs are the intended 

wattage for the lamp or fi xture. 

6. Appliances/electronics: If 

an appliance repeatedly blows 

a fuse, trips a circuit breaker or 

gives you an electrical shock, it 

is time to discard it and replace 

it with a new version. Use surge 

protectors to protect expensive 

electronics. Make sure 

your appliances and 

electronics are placed in 

dry locations. 

7. Circuit breakers/
fuses: Check that 

circuit breakers are 

working properly. Fuses 

should be properly 

rated for the circuits 

they protect.

8. Electrical wiring: If 

an outlet is not work-

ing, it may be an indi-

cator of unsafe wiring. 

Also, check for loose 

wires and lighting fi x-

tures. Listen for pop-

ping or sizzling sounds 

behind walls. If light 

switches are hot to the 

touch or lights spark 

and fl icker, immedi-

ately shut them off  at 

the circuit breaker and 

contact a qualifi ed elec-

trician to make repairs.

9. Arc fault circuit
interrupters (AFCIs): 
AFCIs, which monitor 

the fl ow of electricity 

throughout your home, 

should be properly 

installed. If an AFCI 

detects any abnormal-

ity, it shuts the system 

off  to prevent a fi re. 

Upon inspection, an 

electrician can assess 

whether your home is 

properly protected.

10. Service capacity: If fuses 

blow or trip frequently, you may 

need to increase the capacity 

of your electrical service or add 

new branch circuits. Contact a 

qualifi ed electrician.

 For more information on electrical 

safety, visit SafeElectricity.org.

Home
Electrical Fires

Preventing

Fire departments respond to an 

average of  46,700 home fires 

each year caused by electrical 

failure or malfunction. 

According to the National Fire 

Protection Association (NFPA):

Over a recent 4-year period...

30%
happened in cold

weather months

(Nov. – Feb.)

Fires caused 
an estimated 

average of:

390  Deaths

1,070  Injuries

Wiring and related equipment 

were involved in the greatest 

number of home electrical fires.

Lighting, a lamp or a bulb was 

involved in the second largest 

number of fires.

1
2

WARNING SIGNS of electrical issues:

Damaged 

cords and

flickering

lights 

Discolored 

outlets and 

switch plates

Frequently 

tripped circuit 

breakers or 

blown fuses

Hire a licensed contractor to ensure that your home’s wiring 

is installed to code and functioning properly. Learn more at:

Source: NFPA’s Electrical Fires Report, 2022
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