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Working to improve the quality of life in the communities we serve since 1936.

     In the spring of last year, the co-op 

southern part of Calhoun County. Now, 
over 500 residents of Calhoun County 

many years in the making.

At the time, the motivation was simple: 
there was no way for rural residents 
to get internet in their homes, and we 
wanted to change that. Over the past 28 
years, the co-op has drastically improved 
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speeds across its electric service territory. 
Today the co-op provides wireless and 

 
 

program looked for rural areas where 

not awarded a grant. 
 

was a reverse auction where funds were 

 
 
     It was a two-year process that included 
conducting studies, doing groundwork, 

again, the co-op was not awarded funds for 
Calhoun County.  
 

technological disadvantage, the co-op 

 
 

system each applied for E-Rate funding 
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systems were awarded funds, and Illinois 
Electric Cooperative was chosen as the 

due to the E-Rate program. 
 

internet from residents in Calhoun County. 

request service to date. 
 
     Illinois Electric Cooperative was 

Connect Illinois in 2020. The grant is 

County. 
 

expansion under Governor Pritzker's 

governments were selected from across 
the state. 
 
     Grant applications were reviewed and 

proposals assessed in seven categories: 

to provide a non-state funding match of 
at least 50 percent. The goal of Connect 

the entire state with a focus on improving 
telehealth, education, and economic 
development.
 
     "Rural Electric co-ops have always 
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providing electric service when no one 
else would. Today, Illinois Electric is doing 

will help close the digital divide and 

pleasure to provide this much-needed 

people of Calhoun County." 
 

work in the village of Kampsville. 
 

in Calhoun. I'm proud of our work so far, 
and we're getting closer to our goal each 

shared. "We know people are eager to 

If we give timelines, we want to make 

face material shortages due to Covid's 
impact. Along with this, weather plays a 

months and rain during the warm months. 

the additional time constraint due to having 

system in certain parts. This reconstruction 

Kurtis explained. 
 

in Calhoun, with the co-op continuing 

The co-op regularly shares updates on 
the construction through the Calhoun 
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