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Working to improve the quality of life in the communities we serve since 1936.

VISITING THE AIEC AND PPI

Eric Hobbie, President & CEO of Prairie Power, speaks to the Illinois Electric Cooperative board and staff .

     Illinois Electric Cooperative's board 
of directors and staff  recently visited 
the Association of Illinois Electric 
Cooperatives (AIEC) and Prairie Power 
Inc. (PPI). Both organizations, located 
in Springfi eld, serve the co-op in various 
ways.

     AIEC is a statewide organization with 
25 electric distribution cooperatives and 
fi ve power generation and transmission 
cooperatives. Illinois Electric Cooperative 
Director Kevin Brannan serves as 
chairman of the AIEC board. 
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     The AIEC assists our electric 
cooperative with safety and training, the 
Illinois Country Living magazine production, 
and many other ways. 

     Our board of directors heard from 
Duane Noland, President & CEO of 
the AIEC, Nick Reitz, Vice President 
of Government Relations, and other 
department leaders speaking on current 
affairs where the AIEC is involved. After 
the presentations, Ashley Graham, Vice 
President of Member Services, gave a tour 
of AIEC's facilities.

     Illinois Electric is a member of PPI, 
our Generation and Transmission (G&T) 
cooperative. PPI produces and supplies 
wholesale electricity to 10 electric 
distribution cooperatives in central Illinois. 
Co-op Board President Tom Meehan and 
General Manager Randy Long serve on 
PPI's board of directors. 

     At PPI, our board of directors heard 
from Eric Hobbie, President & CEO of PPI; 
Michah Bushnell, VP Portfolio & Markets; 
Joe Smith, Chief Technology Officer; 
Robert Reynolds, Senior VP Member 
& Business Development; and Jeremy 
Johnson, VP Engineering & Operations. 
Topics discussed during presentations 
were wholesale energy costs, grid 
reliability, and upgrades to PPI's system 
that improve our reliability. 

     Cyber security is an ever-increasing 
subject of importance and an area where 
PPI assists and protects our co-op. 
After presentations, Joe Smith and Nick 
Fogleman gave our board and staff a tour 
showing PPI's servers and monitoring 
space. 

     Visits to the AIEC and PPI were part of 
this year's board retreat. Our board retreat 
is a time for the board and staff to discuss 
the state of the co-op and strategize for 
the following year.

Illinois Electric Cooperative's board of directors and staff at PPI's headquarters in Springfield.
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     Co-op and contractor crews continue 
on the fiber build-out. Village of Hardin 
is in full-swing with construction and 
installations.

      Along with Hardin, we continue our 
construction build-out in the county in 
locations based on our easements and 
the make-ready construction to our 
existing electric distribution system. 
We are also working towards starting 
construction in Batchtown in the near 
future.
     
     

     Calhoun Fiber is a multi-year project. 
Once all is said and done, there will 
be 421 miles of fiber optic cable ran 
in Calhoun. Along with the significant 
amount of construction to be completed, 
easements are critical to the project. 
Easements can delay construction 
significantly. If you have not yet signed an 
easement, please do so and encourage 
your neighbor to sign one as well.

     If you have any questions, we have 
an extensive Frequently Asked Questions 
section on CalhounFiber.com. We can 
also be reached at 1-800-468- 4732.

Calhoun 
Fiber 

Update

Internet Service Technician Dalton Heavner completing an install in Hardin.
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Find us on Facebook at facebook.com/illinoiselectric

Avoid Late Charges

View Your Usage

Schedule a Future Payment

Pay with Check, Debit, or Credit Card

Sign Up for Paperless Billing

Pay Your Bill Online Today at e-co-op.com!

Operations Manager Ryan Little with Journeyman Lineman Ike Richard.

     Lineman Ike Richard was recently 
recognized for completing his lineworker 
apprenticeship. Ike received his plaque 
acknowledging this from the U.S. 
Department of Labor.

     Ike completed his apprenticeship 
through the Association of Illinois Electric 
Cooperatives (AIEC) and the Illinois Rural 
Electric Apprenticeship Program (IREAP).
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