
Can’t make it to WIEC’s 
Annual Meeting?
You can still make your vote count! We 
NEED as many members as possible to vote.

 If you can’t come to the annual meeting on June 23, you 
can still make your vote count! You’ll also help WIEC meet 
the requirements set by its bylaws for participation. Please 
consider giving another co-op member your signed proxy 
card or sending/bringing your signed proxy card to the o�  ce 
directly. We can then give it to an attendee the night of the 
meeting to cast your vote. Either way your vote will count!
 All members who sign and return their proxy to be used 
at Annual Meeting will be entered into drawings for one of 
� ve bill credits. 7815-44

�ursday, June 23, 2022.Registration begins at 5:30 P.M. University of Illinois Extension Center550 N. Madison, Carthage, IL

Annual Meeting
                    Thursday, June 23

The WIEC

Doors open at 5:30 meeting to begin at 7:00

Watch your mailbox for the notice and 
use your proxy if you can’t make it.

Proxy voters
are eligible to

win bill credits!
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524 North Madison P.O. Box 338
Carthage, IL 62321

www.wiec.net 800-576-3125

OFFICE HOURS
8:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.

Monday - Friday

BUSINESS OFFICE 
217-357-3125

TO REPORT AN OUTAGE
800-576-3125

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Kent Flesner — 
President, West Point
Mark Burling — 

 Vice President, Carthage
 Janet Spory — 

 Secretary/Treasurer, Sutter
Kim Gullberg —

 Assistant Secretary/Treasurer,
Stronghurst
Rob Gronewold — 

 Director, Carthage
Jay Morrison —

 Director, Niota
Dustin Walker — 
Director, Burnside

STAFF
 Todd Grotts — General Manager
 Ryan Biery — Manager 

 of Operations
 Wendi Whitaker — Finance and 

 Accounting Manager

MAP LOCATION CONTEST
Every month we are printing four 
members’ map location numbers in the 
newsletter. If you �nd your map location 
number call the WIEC o�ce by the 25th 
of the following month, tell us where it is 
and we will give you a $10.00 bill credit. 
Keep on reading the WIEC News.

Johnson wins IEC Memorial Scholarship
Western Illinois Electrical Coop. is 

proud to announce that Abbie Johnson 
of Illini West High School is one of 
14 winners of this year’s �omas H. 
Moore Illinois Electric Cooperatives 
(IEC) Memorial Scholarship. She 
is the child of Melissa and Andrew 
Johnson of LaHarpe. Abbie competed 
for the scholarship with 222 other 
students from across the state. 

�e $2,000 scholarships are given 
each year to 13 children of electric 
co-op members, employees or directors. 
A 14th scholarship is reserved for 
a student interested in lineworker’s 
college and will be announced later. 

Abbie was recently recognized at a 
WIEC board meeting and will also be 

recognized in a larger setting during 
the Western Illinois Electrical Coop. 
Annual Meeting to be held June 23 in 
Carthage. In addition, the Association 
of Illinois Electric Cooperatives will 
recognize Abbie at their annual meeting 
on July 28, 2022 in Spring�eld.

Candidates were judged on grade 
point average, college entrance exam 
scores, work and volunteer experience, 
school and civic activities, and a short 
essay demonstrating their knowledge of 
electric cooperatives. 7718-10

Come this fall, Abbie will attend 
Monmouth College. Western Illinois 
Electrical Coop. is honored to have a 
scholarship recipient and is excited to see 
how she will represent the community. 

Time of Service Awards 
to be presented at this year’s 82nd WIEC Annual Meeting:

Billing Coordinator, 
Karmen Metternich

25 years

Line Foreperson
Eric Johnson

35 years

Area Service Technician, 
Cody Grainger

20 years

Crew Foreperson, 
Andy Lafeber

20 years
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New ways to use electricity
If you listen carefully, you can hear 

a quiet transformation happening. 
Electric appliances and equipment 
are becoming more popular than ever 
among consumers. 

Advancements in technology and bat-
tery power coupled with decreasing costs 
are winning over consumers looking 
for comparable utility and versatility. A 
bonus is that use of electric equipment is 
quieter and better for the environment. 

Inside the home, consumers and 
homebuilders alike are turning to 
electric appliances to increase energy 
e�ciency and savings. Whether a tra-
ditional electric stove or an induction 
stove top, both are signi�cantly more 
e�cient than a gas oven. �at’s because 
conventional residential cooking tops 
typically use gas or resistance heating 
elements to transfer energy with e�-
ciencies of approximately 32 percent 
and 75 percent, respectively (according 
to ENERGY STAR).

Electric induction stoves, which cook 
food without any �ame, will reduce 
indoor air pollution and can bring water 
to a boil about twice as fast as a gas stove. 
Robotic vacuums are also gaining in 
popularity. “Fortune Business Insights” 
attributes the growth and popularity of 
robotic vacuums like Roomba to a larger 
market trend of smart home technology 
and automation (think Alexa directing a 
Roomba to vacuum).

More tools and equipment with small 
gas-powered motors are being replaced 
with electric ones that include plug-in 
batteries. In the past few years, technol-
ogy in battery storage has advanced sig-
ni�cantly. Hand-held tools with plug-in 
batteries can hold a charge longer and 
o�er the user the same versatility and 
similar functionality as gas-powered 
tools. For DIYers and those in the 
building trades, national brands such 
as Makita, Ryobi and Milwaukee o�er 
electric versions of their most popular 
products like drills, saws, sanders and 
other tools. In addition to standard 
o�erings, consumers can now purchase 
a wider array of specialty tools that 

plug-in such as power inverters, air 
in�aters and battery chargers.

Keith Dennis, an energy industry 
expert and president of the Bene�cial 
Electri�cation League notes that, “A 
few years back, the list of new electric 
product categories that were making 
their way to the market was limited––
electric scooters, lawn mowers, leaf 
blowers and vehicles.” 

Today, the number of electric prod-
ucts available is exploding. 

“�ere are electric bikes, school buses, 
pressure washers, utility terrain vehicles, 
backhoes––even airplanes and boats,” 
says Dennis. “With the expansion of bat-
teries and advancements in technology, 
we are seeing almost anything that burns 
gasoline or diesel as having an electric 
replacement available on the market.”

A case in point is the increased use 
of electric-powered tools and equip-
ment, with more national brands o�er-
ing a wider selection including lawn 
mowers, leaf blowers, string trimmers 
and snow blowers. �e quality of zero- 
or low-emissions lawn equipment is 
also improving. 8614-34

Electric equipment also requires less 
maintenance, and often the biggest task 
is keeping them charged. In addition, 
electric equipment is quieter so if you 
want to listen to music or your favor-
ite podcast while performing outdoor 
work, you can; something that wouldn’t 
be possible with gas-powered equip-
ment. On the horizon, autonomous 
lawn mowers (similar to the robotic 
vacuum cleaners) will be seen dotting 
outdoor spaces.

Another bene�t of using electric 
appliances or equipment is that by vir-
tue of being plugged into the grid, the 
environmental performance of electric 
devices improves over time. In essence, 
electricity is becoming cleaner through 
increases renewable energy genera-
tion, so equipment that uses electricity 
will have a diminishing environmental 
impact over time. Quite a hat trick––
improving e�ciency, quality of life and 
helping the environment.
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33% 44%

Don’t become part of a tragic fishing story. Keep an eye
on weather conditions and know when to call it a day.

SEEK SHELTER
If you see or hear signs of weather rolling in, stop
fishing and retreat to a four-sided building or
hard-top car. If you ignore the signs and keep
fishing, it could cost you your life.

could be deadly

ONE
MORE
CAST

LIGHTNING FACTS 2006-2020:

WAIT 30 MINUTES
Wait 30 minutes after you see or hear
lightning before heading back outside.

Two-thirds of
lightning deaths
occurred during

outdoor activities.

Fishing accounted
for most, or 44%,

of those water-
related activities.

Of those deaths,
33% happened

during water-related
activities.

Learn more:

REMEMBER
Always look up for overhead power lines
before casting.

Source: National Lightning
Safety Council

If you feel a shock, swim away from the dock
 “If you feel a shock, swim away from 
the dock,” is a good thing to remember 
when swimming. Knowing what to do 
if water becomes electri� ed can help 
swimmers avoid an invisible hazard 
called electric shock drowning (ESD).
Outdated wiring and a lack of proper 
safety equipment on boats and docks 
can cause situations where electricity 

seeps or leaks into the water. It is a 
particularly dangerous hazard because 
it is impossible to tell by looking if 
water is energized. According to the 
Electric Shock Drowning Prevention 
Association, between 10 and 15 
milliamps, which is just 1/50 the 

wattage of a 60-watt light bulb, can 
cause drowning. � e association also 
reports that most ESD deaths have 
occurred in public and private marinas 
and docks.
 Safe Electricity recommends that 
individuals do not swim around docks 
with electrical equipment or boats 
plugged into shore power. If you are in 
the water and feel electric current, shout 
to let others know, try to stay upright, 
tuck your legs up to make yourself 
smaller, and swim away from anything 
that could be energized. Do not swim to 
boat or dock ladders to get out.
 If you see someone who you suspect 
is getting shocked, do not immediately 
jump in to save them.  � row them a 
� oat, turn o�  the shore power connection 
or unplug shore power cords. Try to elim-
inate the source of electricity as quickly as 
possible; then call 911 for help.
 Safe Electricity, along with the 
American Boat and Yacht Council 
(ABYC) and International Brotherhood 
of Electrical Workers/National 
Electrical Contractors Association, 
recommends adhering to these steps in 
order to enhance water recreation safety 
and accident prevention: 

• All electrical installations and mainte-
nance should be performed by a pro-
fessional electrical contractor familiar 
with marine codes and standards and 
inspected at least once a year.

• Docks should have GFCI breakers 
on the circuits feeding electricity to 
the dock. 8518-59

• � e metal frame of docks should be 
bonded to connect all metal parts to 
the alternating current (AC) safety 
ground at the power source.

• Neighboring docks can also present 
a shock hazard. Make your neighbors 
aware of the need for safety inspec-
tions and maintenance. Marinas should 
comply with NFPA and NEC codes.

• Have your boat’s electrical system 
checked at least once a year. Boats 
should also be checked when some-
thing is added to or removed from 
their systems.

•  Boats with AC systems should have 
isolation transformers or equipment 
leakage circuit interrupter (ELCI) 
protection, comply with ABYC 
standards and be serviced by an 
ABYC Certi� ed Technician.

 For more information on electrical 
safety, visit SafeElectricity.org.

Welcome New Members

March
2022

Scott & Stephanie Coursey
Christina Crane

Fannie Mae
Fuller Fertilizer of Sutter, LLC
Dennie L. & Linda M. King

Denis Kinganga
Jennifer & Jeremy Nichols

Jordan & Shelby Rauch
Brent Rinehart
Paige Skinner
Gary D. Smith

West Prairie Water Coop.

Offi ce closed
The WIEC offi ce will close at noon 

on Friday, June 24th.
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