
AMONG THE TREES!
By Brent Goforth, SIEC Director of Member Services

“We knew that southern Illinois had 
some incredible territory, and you can see, 
here … we found part of it!” says Marc 
Miles, owner/operator of Shawnee Blu� s 
Canopy Tours. � is is one of the many 
reasons individuals travel from across the 
country to visit this hidden gem located 
in the Shawnee National Forest. I recently 
had the pleasure of visiting Marc and his 
sta�  to do a tour of my own, and both 
their knowledge and hospitality are as 
magni� cent as the views that are experi-
enced throughout the zipline course. � e 
full tour includes eight ziplines, one which 
can reach up to speeds of more than 45 
mph, three aerial bridges and three hik-
ing trails. For younger guests, they o� er 
a “chipmunk tour” that consists of � ve 
ziplines, two bridges and two hikes! Tours 
are open to anyone age 8 and up, between 
50 lbs.–250 lbs. 

Shawnee Blu� s Canopy Tour (SBCT) 
is now entering its 10th year of operation, 
and according to Marc, they aren’t plan-
ning to slow down any time soon! � ey 
still request reservations be made with 
plenty of notice, as they are consistently 
booking tours with both out-of-town 
guests and southern Illinois natives alike. 

Along with the backstory of how this 
course was brought to life in Southern 
Illinois Electric Cooperative’s backyard, 
I also learned about the wildlife, fauna 
and landscape that makes up the territory 
SBCT calls home. 

� e sta�  guides at SBCT are enthusias-
tic and make each guest’s safety their top 
priority. So, if you happen to be a bit on 
the timid side when it comes to heights, 
they will ensure you have a safe and enjoy-
able trip through the treetops! � ey cur-
rently o� er tours twice a day, one group 
in the morning, and one in the a� ernoon. 
Special accommodations can also be made 
for events involving larger groups, such as 
family reunions, birthday parties, church 
groups or team-building workshops! Just 
visit their website at shawneezip.com. 
Make Shawnee Blu� s Canopy Tours your 
next summer adventure and give Marc 
and his sta�  the chance to impress you 
with the opportunity to see southern 
Illinois from an all-new perspective!
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