
Message from the Manager 

Prioritize safety year-round

 At Western Illinois Electrical Coop. 
we recognize Electrical Safety Month 
every May, but we also know the 
importance of practicing safety year-
round. From our co-op linecrew to you, 
the consumer-members we serve, we 
recognize that everyone has a part to 
play in prioritizing safety.
 According to the Electrical Safety 
Foundation International, thousands of 
people in the U.S. are critically injured 
or electrocuted because of electrical 
  res and accidents in their own homes. 
Many of these accidents are prevent-
able. Electricity is a necessity, and it 
powers our daily lives. 573-5 But we 
know   rst-hand how dangerous elec-
tricity can be because we work with it 
365 days a year. 
 To me, safety is more than a catch-
phrase. As Manager, it’s my respon-
sibility to keep co-op employees safe. 
Additionally, we want to help keep you 
and all members of our community 
safe. � at’s why you’ve seen Western 
Illinois Electrical Coop. host safety 
fairs for 5th grade students to demon-
strate the dangers of electricity as well 

as other common situations. Hopefully 
by the start of school next year COVID 
and all of its restrictions will have 
passed and we will again be able to host 
this meant-to-be annual event. 
 We discuss emergency scenarios, 
such as what to do in a car, boat or 
ATV accident involving a utility pole 
and downed power lines. We cau-
tion students on the dangers of pad-
mounted transformers and overloading 
circuits with too many electronic 
devices.  A student favorite is always 
when we show them how an energized 
power line can instantly “cook” a hot 
dog, then explain to them that their 
� esh is similar to the hot dog, to rein-
force the need for safety and awareness.
 Electricity is an integral part of mod-
ern life. Given the prevalence of electri-
cal devices, tools and appliances, I’d like 
to pass along a few practical electrical 
safety tips. 
 Frayed wires pose a serious 
safety hazard. Power cords can 
become damaged or frayed from age, 
heavy use or excessive current � ow 
through the wiring. If cords become 
frayed or cut, replace them, as they 
could cause a shock when handled. 
 Avoid overloading circuits. 
Circuits can only cope with a limited 
amount of electricity. Overload happens 
when you draw more electricity than a 
circuit can safely handle–by having too 
many devices running on one circuit. 
 Label circuit breakers to under-
stand the circuits in your home. 

Contact a quali  ed electrician if your 
home is more than 40 years old and 
you need to install multiple large appli-
ances that consume large amounts of 
electricity. 
 Use extension cords properly. 
Never plug an extension cord into 
another extension cord. If you “daisy 
chain” them together, it could lead to 
overheating, creating a potential   re 
hazard. Don’t exceed the wattage of 
the cord. Doing so also creates a risk 
of overloading the cord and creating 
a   re hazard. Extension cords should 
not be used as permanent solutions. If 
you need additional outlets, contact a 
licensed electrician to help. 
 I encourage you to talk with your 
kids about playing it safe and smart 
around electricity. Help them be aware 
of overhead power lines near where 
they play outdoors. 
 Our top priority is providing an 
uninterrupted energy supply 24/7, 365 
days per year. But equally important is 
keeping our community safe around 
electricity. 

Todd Grotts
General Manager
WIEC

Welcome New Members

February
2022

Kara & Whitney Andrew
Kevin Blanton

Taylor Blythe & Madison Brewer
Jamie Boyer
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524 North Madison P.O. Box 338
Carthage, IL 62321

www.wiec.net 800-576-3125

OFFICE HOURS
8:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.

Monday - Friday

BUSINESS OFFICE 
217-357-3125

TO REPORT AN OUTAGE
800-576-3125

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Kent Flesner — 
President, West Point
Mark Burling — 

 Vice President, Carthage
 Janet Spory — 

 Secretary/Treasurer, Sutter
Kim Gullberg —

 Assistant Secretary/Treasurer,
Stronghurst
Rob Gronewold — 

 Director, Carthage
Jay Morrison —

 Director, Niota
Dustin Walker — 
Director, Burnside

STAFF
 Todd Grotts — General Manager
 Ryan Biery — Manager 

 of Operations
 Wendi Whitaker — Finance and 

 Accounting Manager

MAP LOCATION CON TEST
Every month we are printing four 
members’ map location num bers in the 
newsletter. If you � nd your map location 
num ber call the WIEC o�  ce by the 25th 
of the fol low ing month, tell us where it is 
and we will give you a $10.00 bill credit. 
Keep on read ing the WIEC News.

Konner Leedy joins WIEC
 On March 14th, Konner Leedy 
joined the WIEC linecrew as a ground-
worker. He will start the � rst year of his 
apprenticeship with WIEC this Fall. 
 Konner is the middle of three siblings 
and grew up in Griggsville, where he 
worked alongside his father learning 
mechanical tasks. He graduated from 
Griggsville-Perry High School then 
went on to earn his electrical distribu-
tion certi� cation from Lincoln Land 
Community College in Spring� eld. 
Afterward, Konner completed a six-
month lineman apprenticeship intern-
ship then worked as both a foreman/
bucket truck operator and as a � ber 
lineman. 

 Konner � nds the inherent risks of 
working at heights or in potentially 
dangerous situations exciting. He also 
likes that linework is a respectable 
career that allows him to be outside and 
provides continuous opportunities to 
gain experience. 5517-27 

When he’s not on the job, Konner 
enjoys working out and riding side-by-
sides. To meet the proximity require-
ments of his job for after-hours on-call 
needs, Konner has relocated to the 
Carthage area. He reports that so far 
things are going great and the DQ in 
town is a favorite.
 Welcome to the WIEC family, 
Konner.

WIEC welcomes new employee

Allocation of WIEC’s 2021 margins
 Allocation notices should be mailed 
for May receipt. If you were a WIEC 
member who purchased power during 
2021 you should receive a notice. If 
you do not receive one, please contact 
us.
 One of the main di� erences 
between a cooperative and an inves-
tor-owned utility is that any margins 
(sometimes called “pro� ts”) accumu-
lated during the year are eventually 
returned to members in the form 
of capital credits. Each year, WIEC 
sends allocation noti� cations to mem-
bers detailing their share of the previ-
ous year’s margins. � is year, members 
should receive their allocation notices 

in the mail sometime in May. � e 
notices inform members of the dol-
lar amounts related to 2021’s margins 
that were added to their individual 
capital credit balances. 7525-57-1
 To recap … you should receive 
your margin allocation notices for 
2021 this month. An allocation is 
simply your allotted portion of any 
margins earned during the previous 
year. When the Board determines it is 
� nancially-responsible for the co-op 
to do so, actual dollars are returned 
to members in the form of retire-
ment checks. If the Board authorizes 
retirement checks, those are typically 
mailed in the Fall.
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2022 Nominating Committee Results
�e 2022 nominating committee met in the Board room at the WIEC 

o
ce in Carthage on March 14 and 28 to make nominations for direc-
tors. Two directors will be elected at the cooperative’s annual meeting on 
�ursday, June 23rd.

Serving on the committee were Rodney Fox, Stronghurst; Spencer Berry, 
Nauvoo; Harold “Tony” Herdrich, Dallas City; Jason Jacquot, Carthage; 
Kendall Bollin, Bowen; Jonathan Fecht, Carthage; Austin Ufkes, Carthage; 
Robert Menn, Plymouth; and Max Roskamp, Sutter.

�e following were nominated for director positions:
District 4 – Stephen Patrick
District 5 – Mark Burling

�e nominations have been posted in Carthage at the co-op o
ce as 
stipulated in the cooperative’s by-laws. Any nominations made by petition 
will be included on the o
cial ballot if they are brought to the WIEC 
o
ce at least ten days before the meeting. Per the co-op’s bylaws, nomina-
tions from the �oor at the annual meeting are not allowed. 7615-17

Youth Tour/Youth to Washington Winners
Alexis Lucie, of Basco, was named 

the winner of the 2022 Youth to 
Washington, D.C. Contest. Alexis will 
experience an all-expense-paid trip to 
our nation’s capital during the week 
of June 17 – 24, 2022, and learn all 
about how our country’s government 

functions. Watch the WIEC news in 
the future for highlights from her trip.

Ross Vancil, of Carman, was named 
the winner of WIEC’s WebQuiz 
Contest for the 2020 Youth Tour. �e 
intent is for these winners to travel to 
D.C. to experience ¢rst-hand what 

goes on there. However, the event was 
cancelled in both 2020 and 2021 due 
to COVID. �e WIEC Board has 
o¤ered Ross a $1500 scholarship to 
the school of his choice instead.

Congratulations, Alexis and Ross!

From left to right: Tammy and Chuck Lucie with daughter 
Alexis and WIEC Board President Kent Flesner.

From left to right: WIEC Board VP Kim Gullberg, Sherri Vancil 
and son Ross with WIEC Board President Kent Flesner.

2022 nominating committee members include: (front row, L to R) Austin Ufkes, 
Robert Menn, Harold Herdrich; (back row, L to R) Kendall Bollin, Max Roskamp, 
Jason Jacquot, Rodney Fox, Jonathan Fecht; (not pictured) Spencer Berry.

Tip of the Month

Source: energystar.gov

Even in summer months, 
adding insulation to your attic 
can keep your home more 
comfortable and save energy 
used by your cooling system. If 
your attic insulation is level with 
or below your floor joists 
(meaning you can easily see 
your joists), you should add 
more. If you can’t see any of 
the floor joists because the 
insulation is well above them, 
you likely have enough insula-
tion. Attic insulation should be 
evenly distributed with no low 
spots. Make sure the areas 
along the eaves are adequately 
covered. 
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If you can’t come to the annual meeting on June 
23rd, you can still make your vote count! You’ll 
also help WIEC meet the requirements set by its 
bylaws for participation. Please consider giving 
another co-op member your signed proxy card 
or sending or bringing your signed proxy card 
to the offi ce directly. We can then give it to an 
attendee the night of the meeting to cast your 
vote. This way your vote will count!

All members who sign and return their proxy to 
be used at Annual Meeting will be entered into 
a drawing for a bill credit.

Western Illinois Electrical Coop will 
be closed Monday, May 30 
in honor of Memorial Day. 

“Those who have long enjoyed 
such privileges as we enjoy forget 
in time that men have died to win 
them.” – Franklin D. Roosevelt

THANK YOU to all US military 
personnel, past and present, 

for your selfl ess service.

Can’t make it to WIEC’s
Annual Meeting?

You can still make your vote count!
We NEED as many members as possible to vote.

The WIEC Annual Meeting will be Thursday, June 23rd. Doors open at 
5:30 p.m. with meeting to begin at 7:00.

Watch your mailbox for the Annual Meeting booklet. It will contain 
your registration card, proxy card and other important information. To 
save time, please bring the registration card with you to the meeting. 
There will be additional details in the meeting booklet.

If you will be unable to attend 
in person, please give your 
signed proxy card to another 
member who does plan to 
attend or drop it by the offi ce 
so that your vote will count.
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