
The Cooperative Difference
Southern Illinois 

Electric Cooperative 
understands the impor-
tance of community. 
Not only is “Concern 
for Community” one of 
our seven Cooperative 
Principles, but it is also 
arguably the concept that 
started rural electric coop-
eratives over 80 years ago! 
 When communities 
come together, it is amazing to see 
what progress can be made. Whether 
it involves something complex such 
as planning and building electric util-
ity infrastructure for the unserved, or 
something simple that still makes a 
big impact in the lives of those within 
our service territory, SIEC is always 
looking for ways to give back.
 Employees of Southern Illinois 
Electric Cooperative recently volun-
teered to gather food donations as 
part of a “Reverse Advent Calendar” 
program in the month of December. 
As each day passed on the calendar, a 
di� erent food item appeared, encour-
aging volunteers to bring in that 
speci� c donation need. � e employees 
combined e� orts to contribute over 
255lbs of food items that were deliv-
ered to COPE Christian Food Pantry 
in Metropolis, Ill. 
 COPE currently serves approxi-
mately 300 families and more 
than 550 individuals per month. 
Representatives from the food pantry 
said that donations are always needed 
and welcomed at their facility, and 
that SIEC’s donation will go to feed 
hundreds of people over the coming 
winter months! � is heartfelt gesture 

shows the true passion 
SIEC employees have for 
serving the communities 
that make up our terri-
tory, not only during the 
Christmas season, but day 
in and day out, all through-
out the year. 
    In addition to this dona-
tion, SIEC continually 
donates to various food 
pantry organizations within 

our service territory through our 
Lite-4-Bite program, held during our 
Annual Meeting each year. � is gives 
our members the ability to participate 
and give back to those in need of food 
assistance when they bring food items 
in exchange for LED light bulbs! We 
look forward to continuing our food 
pantry donations in 2022, and for 
years to come. 
 In October, SIEC participated in a 
Community Service Project sponsored 
by our partner Touchstone Energy. 
� is program designates a month 
each year in which employees of vari-
ous cooperatives around the state can 
develop and complete a project within 

their own communities. Employees 
decided to reach out to local govern-
ment representatives in Dongola, Ill., 
and see what could be done to serve 
the place SIEC calls home. 
 After Village Hall representative 
Kelly Aden explained that the landscap-
ing in Dongola Park needed revitalized, 
employees of SIEC, along with Village 
of Dongola employees, devoted many 
hours of volunteer work combined to 
trim, prune, clear, level & mulch the 
landscape setting near the walking track 
located around the ball � elds.
 You may also be familiar with some 
of SIEC’s other programs such as our 
Live Line Demo, which helps educate 
members of the public, students, � rst-
responders and employees of speci� c 
companies in our community the dan-
gers of encountering a live wire. � is 
could include farm or heavy equip-
ment getting caught in lines, motorist 
accidents involving a downed pole, or 
what to do if a � rst-responder takes 
a call due to either an electric � re or 
home where the power needs to be 
cut o� . � is is a lifesaving educational 
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Classroom 
Empowerment 
Grant

Hilary Crain, a pre-K teacher at Century Elementary 
School, won with her project submission, “Little 
Centurions After School Care,” which provided supplies 
for an after-school daycare program. � is program allows 
students PreK –  fth grade to have an environment to 
read, play games and continue to learn, while giving the 
parents time to get o�  work and pick up their students.

Carolyn Gaddis, sixth grade ELA teacher and student 
council representative at Anna District 37, won with her 
submission, “Outdoor Classroom.” � ese funds will be 
used to build an environment for all students of District 
37 can learn in a mask-free setting with fresh air, while 
simultaneously allowing educators to create lessons that 
can be noisy, messy or require additional space outside 
of a traditional classroom. � e Anna District 37 student 
council plans to have the project completed by early 
spring 2022.

Andrea Dahmer, Jr./Sr. High physical education teacher 
at Dongola won with her submission, “Speed Stacks 
Sport Stacking,” which brings students of all ability levels 
together for an activity that challenges both the left and 
right side of the brain. � is improves their motor skill 
levels, concentration, as well as  tness bene ts in the long 
term. � is activity will challenge and motivate students 
with various skillsets and backgrounds from grades 6-12.

Katherine Sickling
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Shaylin Carlton is an English and Spanish teacher at 
Century Jr./Sr. High, and she also serves as the school 
librarian. She won with her submission, “Media Center 
Printing Station,” which will provide the necessary 
equipment to transform the old library into a media 
center, including a new color printer with an ink 
subscription, a refurbished iPad, and various materials 
to enhance the students’ ability to complete projects 
such as science fair posters, book report infographics 
and student council advertisements.

Julie Woods teaches special education at Egyptian 
Elementary, and her winning submission is, “Hands-On 
Science.” � e funding will be used to purchase science kits 
with materials ranging from microscopes and rock sets to 
chemistry equipment and molecular sets. � is will impact 
the students’ ability to physically interact with the prin-
ciples and materials they are learning about.

Donna Evitts, from Century Elementary, is a life skills 
teacher, and she won based on her project, “Empowering 
Students for Future Success.” � is will create learning sta-
tions and task boxes for students. Within each task box, stu-
dents will learn valuable life lessons such as how to tell time, 
count money, create and complete shopping lists. Giving 
these students the opportunity to learn these valuable life 
skills in a low stress, individualized environment will help 
them successfully navigate them in the future.

Courtney Misener is a science teacher at Anna Jonesboro 
High School, and won with her submission, “Vernier Probes 
for Science.” � ese carbon dioxide gas and oxygen gas 
sensor probes will be used by three di� erent science 
classes: advanced biology I, advanced chemistry and 
principles of biomedical cciences. � is will allow these 
students to collect data in a graphical representation, 
showing the e� ects of temperature on cold-blooded 
organisms, as well as photosynthesis and cellular respiration. 
� is technology will be a well incorporated addition to the 
current curriculum! David Cohoon
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Member prize
In this issue of the JAMUP, 
we printed the names of 
three SIEC members who 
are eligible to receive a $10 
credit toward their utility 
bill. If you fi nd your name 
printed in this center section 
and it’s not part of the story, 
call Brent with your account 
number at 800-762-1400 to 
claim your prize.

SIEC Board of Directors
Randall Rushing
(President) ....................................Massac Co.
Bill Littrell
(Vice President) ...............................Union Co. 
Scott L. Ury
(Secretary-Treasurer) .......................Union Co.
Steve Heisner.................................Pulaski Co.
Lamar Houston, Jr. ...................Alexander Co.
David Martin................................Massac Co.
Scott Miller ...............................Alexander Co.
Toni L. Snell................................Johnson Co. 
Jerry P. Thurston ............................Pulaski Co.

Ronald E. Osman (Attorney)
General Manager David A. Johnston

Brent Goforth (Editor)

For Outages Call:
800-762-1400 • 618-827-3555

ELECTRICAL 
EQUIPMENT 
WORD SEARCH
Did you know we use a variety of equipment 
to send electricity to your home? 
Read the facts below to learn about the equipment 
we use, then find and circle the bolded words in the puzzle below.

• Transformers look like large metal 
cans on top of utility poles or big 
green boxes on the ground. They 
reduce the voltage of electricity 
for safe use in your home. 

• Power lines hang overhead 
or are placed underground 
to carry electricity from 
where it’s generated to 
homes and businesses. 

• Lineworkers use bucket trucks 
to reach power lines and poles 
when making repairs and updates 
to the electrical system.

• Electric meters are placed on the 
outside of homes to measure the 
amount of electricity you use.

• Substations are facilities that 
contain equipment to help 
control the flow of electricity.
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The Cooperative Difference - Continued from page 18A

presentation that our lineman walk 
through in order to better protect 
those within our community. 
 In addition to our community ser-
vice project with Touchstone Energy, 
our partnership has also bene� tted 
many students and educators within 
school districts in each county we 
serve. We are pleased to continue our 
Classroom Empowerment Grant 
program and will be delivering seven 
$500 checks to educators across 
southern Illinois!   ese funds will 

be used to pursue new avenues of 
learning for students who will grow 
up to become the next generation of 
Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative 
members, and leaders within the com-
munities we all hold so dear. 
 “Concern for Community” is not only 
a principle that SIEC recognizes on the 
walls of our o�  ce, but also the feeling 
we have each day we’re able to serve our 
members, and the driving force behind 
many of the actions we take as a cooper-
ative.   at is the cooperative di� erence!
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