
DeWees selected as
Spoon River Electric’s
new president/CEO

 The Spoon River Electric Cooperative 
(SREC) board of directors has announced 
the selection of Josh DeWees, SREC 
manager of line clearance and 
operations as its upcoming president/
CEO. William R. Dodds, current 
president/CEO notified the SREC board 
of his intent to retire in February 2022. 
 Dodds joined SREC as vice president 
of operations in June 2004 and was 
promoted to president/CEO upon 
the retirement of former CEO W. 
Edward Cox in January 2005. He is a 
graduate of Spoon River College and 
earned a master’s degree in business 
administration from Western Illinois 
University in 1978. Following college, 
he was employed by CILCO for 21 years 
and at Indiana Power & Light Co. for 
three years prior to joining SREC. 
 DeWees joined Spoon River in May 
2007. He is a graduate of Spoon River 
College, holds a Bachelor of Science 
degree from New Mexico State and 
master’s degree from Penn State. 
 Bernard Marvel, SREC chairman of 
the board stated, “I am very pleased 
with the board’s selection. Josh has 
worked in several positions during 
his career here at Spoon River. His 
experience in cooperative operations has 
prepared him well for the position.”

Five reasons we love 
serving our members

 February may be the shortest month, 
but it’s packed with special observances 
like Presidents Day, Black History Month 
and Valentine’s Day, in addition to a 
host of uno�cial “national” days you’ve 
probably never heard of like “National 
Tater Tot Day.” But they all have something 
in common. ey were created to draw 
attention to a particular issue or theme.
 Valentine’s Day may seem like an 
observance originally created by a greeting 
card company, but over time, it’s become a 
widely celebrated day generating millions 
of dollars spent on �owers, candy and 
of course, greeting cards professing our 
love. But Valentine’s Day isn’t just for the 
lovebirds. It’s also the perfect time to let 
friends, family, co-workers and other special 
people in our lives know we care about 
them––with or without a store-bought 
greeting card.
 So, in that vein, we’ve created our list of 
top �ve reasons why we love serving you, 
the members of Spoon River Electric.
1.We love serving our members 

because without you, the co-op 
wouldn’t exist. Our purpose is to 
provide reliable, responsible and safe 
electricity. Simply put, Spoon River 
Electric exists to serve you. at’s why we 
were formed in 1938 – to bring power 
to our local area when for-pro�t utilities 
would not.

2.You enable us to complete our 
mission by supporting our efforts 
to give back. A major part of our 
mission is to serve our community and 
look after the greater good. With your 
assistance, we’re able to help the most 

vulnerable members of our community 
through programs like Operation 
Round Up that help local organizations 
throughout our communities.

3.Members of our co-op also serve 
on the board of directors. ey 
provide guidance for setting co-op 
priorities and helping make big decisions. 
Because our board members live in the 
area, they’re able to serve as the pulse 
of the larger community and identify 
immediate and long-term needs. e 
broader co-op membership provides 
helpful input through their vote on 
director elections and by weighing in on 
co-op and community issues.

4.You help us get it right. Spoon River 
Electric members are great about keeping 
us in the know. We do our best to avoid 
power outages, but Mother Nature can 
occasionally throw us a curveball; our 
members are quick to report any power 
disruptions and are patient as our crews 
work to safely restore power. We know 
outages are frustrating, and your support 
as we work through storms means so 
much to our employees. 

5.You and other Spoon River Electric 
members make up the community 
we serve – and for us, it’s all 
about community. Our employees live 
and work here too and care about our 
community the same way you do. 

 As a co-op, our mission is to enhance the 
quality of life in our community and look 
after its long-term interests. We love serving 
our members and our local community, and 
just like you, want to see it continue to thrive.
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By the Numbers
Miles of line energized: 1,272

Number of members served: 5,022
Number of power poles 

in territory: 29,361

ENERGY 
CONSERVATION
BINGO
Cross off a square for each energy conservation 
task you complete. Share this with your friends 
and family to see who can get a “BINGO” first! 

B I N G O
Turn water off 
while brushing 

your teeth

Use a reusable 
bag Pick up trash

Turn off lights 
when you leave 

a room

Walk 
somewhere 

instead of riding 
in a car

Unplug unused 
phone chargers

Collect items to 
recycle

Use a smart 
power strip

Carpool with 
friends

Reuse a water 
bottle

Take a 5-minute 
shower

Use solar lights 
outdoors FREE Unplug unused 

phone chargers
Use a reusable 

bag

Carpool with 
friends Pick up trash

Turn off lights 
when you leave 

a room

Take a 5-minute 
shower

Collect items to 
recycle

Reuse a water 
bottle

Use a smart 
power strip

Turn water off 
while brushing 

your teeth

Walk 
somewhere 

instead of riding 
in a car

Use solar lights 
outdoors
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Tip of the Month
About 30% of a home’s heating energy is lost 

Caulk and weatherstrip all 
windows to seal air leaks. 

When running your home heating system, lock all 
operable windows to ensure the tightest seal possible. 

Source: Dept. of Energy
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Five ways to save energy when working from home
 Today, more Americans are working 
from home than ever before. More 
time spent at home means more 
energy used throughout the day.
 If you’re punching the clock from 
home, there are small steps you can 
take to reduce your energy use and 
save on electric bills. Here are easy 
ways to save energy when working 
from home.
1. Use a smart power strip.

Plugging in your most-used 
devices, like computers, monitors 
and routers, to a smart power 
strip ensures these devices aren’t 
drawing power when they’re not in 
use. Smart power strips also give 
the option to select which devices 
should stay in “always on” mode.

2. Unplug your least-used 
equipment. If your home o�  ce 
includes equipment like printers 
and scanners, you’re probably not 

using these electronics every day. In 
this case, go ahead and unplug your 
least-used electronics and devices 
since many of them draw energy 
even when not in use.

3. Choose ENERGY STAR-
certifi ed offi ce equipment. 
If you’re looking to purchase new 
equipment for your workspace, 
look for the ENERGY STAR label 
to ensure you’re getting the most 
energy e�  cient features. Computers, 
monitors, imaging equipment and 
other o�  ce electronics that receive 
the ENERGY STAR rating include 
power management features to make 
saving energy easy, and most are 
designed to run cooler and last longer.

4. Flip the switch and use natural 
light instead. It’s still chilly out 
there, so take advantage of natural 
light and additional warmth from 
the sun. When you’re working 

during the day, open blinds, curtains 
and other window coverings to let 
natural light in – and don’t forget to 
turn o�  the lights to reduce energy 
use!

5. Lower the thermostat. Home 
heating makes up a signi� cant 
portion of your energy bills. Turn the 
thermostat down a couple degrees 
during the day to reduce energy use 
and save money. � e Department 
of Energy recommends setting the 
thermostat to 68 degrees or cooler 
during winter months. You’re more 
likely to stay focused and alert when 
it’s cooler in your home, so more 
reason to mind the thermostat.

 Working from home doesn’t have 
to take a toll on your energy bills, 
and whether you’re working remotely 
or not, these practical tips can help 
everyone reduce their energy use. 

Did you know 25% to 40% of energy used to heat and cool your 
home is wasted through air leaks? Seal all exterior doors with 
weatherstripping to minimize energy waste. 

Shut the Door on 
Energy Waste.
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Five safety tips for your home workshop
 Without taking proper precautions, 
the enjoyment of a do-it-yourself 
project can quickly turn into disaster. 
You may have all the latest power tools, 
hand tools, hardware and materials, 
but if you do not put safety � rst, 
you may end up with a trip to the 
hospital instead of a new set of shelves, 
upgraded lighting in the kitchen or 
a trendy shiplap accent wall in the 
bedroom. Here are some fundamental 
workshop and electrical safety tips to 
help keep things running smoothly.

Wear safety gear, glasses and 
gloves
 � e � rst rule of workshop safety 
is to dress appropriately. Avoid loose 
clothing that can get caught in power 
tools. Never wear dangling jewelry or 
scarves. Roll up your sleeves or choose 
ones that are tight against your skin. 
Closed-toe shoes are a must, and 
steel-toed boots are recommended.
 Safety glasses are necessary 100 
percent of the time. Gloves are � ne for 
handling materials. Before you reach 
for a belt sander or scroll saw, however, 
take the gloves o�  to minimize the 
risk of them getting caught and so you 
get tactile feedback in case anything 
goes wrong.

Observe electrical safety 
 Before you start any DIY project, 
inspect all your power tools and their 
cords for loose plugs, exposed wires or 
worn insulation. Fires are one of the 
top dangers when working with electric 
gear, especially if you have combustible 
materials around, such as sawdust. 
 If you must use an extension 
cord, choose one long, heavy-duty 
(appropriately rated) cord and keep 
it untangled and out of the way to 
prevent tripping and yanking your tools 
o�  the workbench. When you are done 
working, unplug everything from the 
extension cord and put it away.
Keep your workshop clean
 Anything left on the � oor is a 
tripping hazard, and you do not 
want to imagine what could happen 
if you trip while using a power tool. 
Anything cluttering up your worktable 

introduces obstacles that can get 
caught in a saw or drill mechanism 
or block your ability to move your 
project safely as you work on it. � e 
byproducts of do-it-yourself work, 
such as sawdust, cast-o�  nails and 
screws, and rags or brushes with 
potentially combustible or hazardous 
� uids on them, increase the risk of 
� res and projectiles.
Keep tools in good condition
 Besides inspecting the cords and 
plugs for electrical safety, everything 
works better in the workshop if you 
have clean, sharp and well-lubricated 
tools. A dull saw blade brings a much 
higher chance of injury than a sharp 
one. It is less likely to cut smoothly 
through the wood or other material 
and more likely to kick back and cut 

you. Dull saws, routers or drill bits also 
run the risk of breaking during use. 
Use appropriate lubrication, such as 
WD-40 or others speci� cally created 
for power tools. 

Know your limits
 If you have a lot of experience as a 
do-it-yourselfer, there are projects you 
can tackle from memory. However, 
approach anything new as if you are 
a beginner for maximum workshop 
safety. Read instructions. Look up 
reputable guide videos to refresh your 
skills or learn something new. Most 
importantly, recognize when you are 
in over your head and leave those non-
DIY projects to the professionals.

 For more information about 
electrical safety, visit SafeElectricity.org.




