
What causes my lights to blink?
You have just come 

home from work and 
notice all the digital clocks 
in the house are blinking. 
� ere must have been a 
power outage sometime 
during the day, right? 
Possibly, but more than 
likely it was just a power 
“blink” and not a perma-
nent outage. A “blink” 
occurs when the power 
momentarily goes o�  for a couple of 
seconds and then comes back on.
 Overhead and underground elec-
tric lines are susceptible to “blinks.” 
Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative 
has a network of almost 2,100 miles 
of line. � is network is divided into 
sections called distribution feeders. 
� e feeders are protected by devices 
that interrupt the power when a prob-
lem, or “fault,” occurs on the line. � e 
device will turn the power back on 
after a short period of time. If the fault 
is still present, the device will operate 
again, causing another “blink.” If the 
fault clears, then the power stays on. 
If the fault is permanent, then after a 
series of “blinks,” the power goes out 
and stays out. � e “blinks” you see are 
operations of the protective devices. 
Because most faults are temporary, 
your lights just “blink” and come back 
on. � e protective devices are designed 
to prevent permanent outages when 
possible.

What problems occur on the lines 
that cause blinks?
 Faults may be caused for several 
reasons.

Lightning: During storm seasons, 

electric lines are hit by 
lightning numerous times. 
Insulators, lightning arres-
tors, transformers and 
other line equipment are 
exposed to high voltage 
surges caused by lightning 
strikes. Lightning puts 
an enormous amount of 
stress on this equipment. 
An example of a problem 
would be when an insulator 

gets slightly damaged during a storm. 
� e damage at the time of the strike 
may be small and the line continues 
to operate normally. A month or two 
later, regular operating stress may 
break down the insulator. � e line 
then starts to “blink” occasionally.

Tree limbs: Tree limbs contact lines 
and cause “blinks.” Southern Illinois 
is abundant with trees. It is di�  cult 
to � nd a cooperative distribution 
line that is not in close proximity to 
trees. � e cooperative utilizes its own 
crews and hires contractors to main-
tain the rights-of-way on its 2,100 
miles of line. New pruning, spraying 
and management methods are being 
utilized to gain better control of the 
rights-of-way. Because of the abun-
dance of trees, it takes a while to get 
through the entire system. � e coop-
erative appreciates members’ patience 
when it comes to tree pruning/cut-
ting requests. You can do your part to 
help the cooperative more e�  ciently 
improve service reliability:

Do not plant trees within 30 feet 
of electric lines. Some tree variet-
ies may require more of a set-back 
distance. Contact the cooperative 
if you have a speci� c tree you 

would like to plant and have 
questions regarding the proximity 
to electric lines.
When possible, allow the coop-
erative to remove trees rather than 
just trim them. Trimming is only 
a temporary measure.
Please be patient. � e coopera-
tive has a management program 
to maintain the rights-of-way in 
your area.

Animals: Animals can cause prob-
lems, too. Squirrels, raccoons, birds 
and other animals may cause “blinks” 
on the system. Animals may come 
into contact with electric conduc-
tors and other equipment at the same 
time, causing a fault. Livestock that 
rub against guy wires can also cause 
problems. � e cooperative uses special 
guards and retardant products to help 
prevent animals from causing “blinks.”

Ice and Wind: Electric conductors 
that have ice on them tend to “gallop” 
in the wind. Lines may � op together 
and cause “blinks.” Fortunately, the 
cooperative does not experience this 
problem often. Minimal ice build-up 
and hilly terrain discourage the “gal-
loping” e� ect. 

Diane Haverkamp

What if my power continues to 
blink?
 � e cooperative realizes that blink-
ing lights are a nuisance. � e coopera-
tive monitors blinks daily with the 
data it receives from its Automated 
Meter Infrastructure (AMI) system. 
If you are experiencing an extraordi-
nary number of “blinks,” please write 
down the dates and times and call us. 
Your observances can be compared 

 Mike Logeman, 
Director of Engineering 
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GOING THE EXTRA MILE
E lectric co- ops maintain more miles of  power lines per consumer than other electric utilities. E ven though 
we power f ewer consumers on our lines compared to other utilities, we’ ll always go the extra mile f or 
you, the consumer- members we proudly serve.

Serves 5  member- owners per mile of  line

OTHER ELECTRIC UTILITIES
Serve 3 2  consumers per mile of  line

1 mile of power lines

with the AMI data the cooperative 
receives. Let us know if you see any 
�ashes or arcing on the lines. We will 
do our best to try to �nd the problem 
as soon as possible. Because many 
problems are not obvious, it may take 
us a while to track them down. We 
do have devices that can be put on 
the lines to help isolate the problem. 
With your patience and cooperation, 
we will eventually �nd and correct the 
situation.

Will power blinks cause damage to 
appliances and other equipment?
 As stated earlier, the operation of 
a protective device on electric lines 
causes “blinks.” Some people refer to 
“blinks” as power “surges,” but, unless 
lightning is involved, probably no 
“surge” occurs on the line. When the 
power goes o� and back on during 
a “blink,” it is often just like turning 
your appliance or other piece of equip-
ment o� and on with its own switch. 
No damage to your equipment should 
occur. If lightning is involved, a surge 
may occur and could cause damage. 

�e cooperative installs lightning 
arrestors on its lines to minimize the 
e�ects of lightning; yet lightning can 
still cause damage.

What can I do in my home to lessen 
the effects of blinks?
 Members can do several things to 
help prevent annoyances due to power 
“blinks.” 

Steven Overstreet

Buy digital clocks and other elec-
tronic equipment that have a bat-
tery backup. �e battery will ride 
through power “blinks,” and you 
will not have to reset the time.

Install an Uninterruptable Power 
Supply (UPS) for your com-
puter. Nothing is more annoying 
than losing data on a computer 
because of a power “blink.” A 

relatively inexpensive UPS will 
ride through the “blink,” prevent-
ing data loss. More sophisticated 
UPSs can be bought that keep 
your computer up and running 
for several minutes after a perma-
nent power outage, allowing you 
to save your data.
Safeguard solid state equipment, 
computers, and household appli-
ances by installing surge protec-
tors. Nothing is available that will 
protect your home from a direct 
lightning strike, but small surges 
often can be prevented. Whole-
house secondary surge protectors 
that prevent surges from coming 
into the home can be purchased 
from the cooperative. Sensitive 
equipment should also be pro-
tected independently.

 Cooperative personnel can answer 
your questions regarding any prob-

lems or concerns you may have involv-
ing power “blinks.” Please give us a 
call!

Continued from page 18A
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WINTER ENERGY 
EFFICIENCY
CROSSWORD
Did you know there are several ways you can 
fight the winter chill and save energy at home? 
Complete the crossword puzzle below to learn 
how to save energy during winter months. 

1 Down: Open curtains and blinds during the day to allow _____ in to warm your home.

2 Across: If you have a _____ at home, ask an adult to close the flue when a fire is
not burning.  

3 Down: Unplug phone and tablet _____ when they’re not in use.

4 Across: Instead of turning up the thermostat, wear 
additional layers of _____ to stay warm.

5 Down: Always turn o  _____ when you leave a room.

6 Across: Ask an adult to check the _____  _____ for
your home’s heating system. This should be 
replaced regularly.

1.

2.

4. 5.

6.

3.

Answer Key: 1 Down) sunlight   2 Across) fireplace   3 Down) chargers   
4 Across) clothing   5 Down) lights   6 Across) air filter
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7420 U.S. Highway 51 South 

P.O. Box 100

Dongola, Illinois 62926

618-827-3555
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ember pri e
In this issue of the JAMUP, 
we printed the names of 
three SIEC members who 
are eligible to receive a $10 
credit toward their utility bill. 
If you find your name printed 
in this center section and it’s 
not part of the story, call Bree 
with your account number at 
800-762-1400 to claim your 
prize.

C oard of irectors
Randall Rushing
(President)....................................Massac Co.
Bill Littrell
(Vice President) ...............................Union Co.
Scott L. Ury
(Secretary-Treasurer) .......................Union Co.
Steve Heisner.................................Pulaski Co.
Lamar Houston, Jr. ...................Alexander Co.
David Martin................................Massac Co.
Scott Miller...............................Alexander Co.
Toni L. Snell................................Johnson Co.
Jerry P. Thurston ............................Pulaski Co.

Ronald E. Osman (Attorney)
General Manager David A. Johnston

Brent Goforth (Editor)

For Outages Call:
800-762-1400 • 618-827-3555

C onors veterans
Employees and their family mem-

bers were eager to participate in 
the 2021 Veterans Day Parade in 
Anna, Ill. on Nov. 11! �e theme of 
this year’s parade, “Welcome Home” 
can be seen on the cooperative �oat 
that pictures a front porch scene 
as the �oat approaches, to then 
reveal a perspective from inside the 
home, as a soldier greets his loved 
ones. 

Elfredia Shimchick

 �is was 
designed and hand-painted by coop-
erative employees and received a 
third-place �nish!
 �is nation would not be what it is 
today without those brave men and 
women who choose to protect this 
country and what it represents. We 
hope that this small gesture shows 
the gratitude our organization has for 
each veteran’s service! To all veterans 
who have served our great country, 
both those who made it home safely, 
and those who made the ultimate 
sacri�ce, SIEC thanks you!
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