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President’s 
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Alan W. Wattles

For me, this is a time of year for re-
�ection, and topping my list of things 
I’m grateful for is our wonderful com-
munity. I know I speak for all Monroe 
County Electric employees when I 
say we are thankful to be in such an 
incredible place. We are fortunate to 
live in the same place where we work, 
which makes our ties to this commu-
nity that much stronger. 

�e Cooperative Principles are es-
sential to the co-op business model 
and bene�t all members of the co-op, 
and I’d like to tell you more about four 
of them. 

Autonomy and Independence
Autonomy and Independence 

means the co-op operates in an auton-
omous way that is solely directed and 
guided by its members, re�ecting the 
values and needs of our local commu-
nity. �is means the co-op is not being 
in�uenced by leaders or shareholders 
several states away. Instead, the co-op 
is led by the local members it serves. 

Education and Training
Education and Training focuses on 

enhancing the knowledge of co-op 
employees and board members, which 
enables them to contribute to the 
development of the co-op. By invest-
ing in continuous learning for our 
employees and board members, our 
co-op is making a commitment not 
just to individual professional and per-
sonal growth, but to the future of the 
co-op and the high quality of service 
our members expect and deserve. It’s a 
win-win situation. 

We also strive to inform our mem-
bers (that’s you!) and the public about 
the mission and operations of the 
co-op. In fact, that’s why you receive 
this magazine every month, so we can 
share the latest co-op news and up-
dates, as well as energy e�ciency and 
safety tips.

Cooperation Among Cooperatives 
Cooperation Among Cooperatives 

fosters the way co-ops work together 
to address bigger challenges. While 
this principle applies to all types of 
cooperatives, it is especially relevant 
in the energy industry. In our case, 
we put this principle in action after 
major storms and disasters that cause 

widespread power outages. When this 
happens, we call on nearby co-ops to 
come to our aid and assist with res-
toration e�orts––and we extend the 
same help to them when they need us. 

In addition, because we are part 
of the national electric co-op net-
work, we can connect and collaborate 
with other electric co-ops to tackle 

industry-related challenges, like cyber-
security and an everchanging energy 
landscape. 

Concern for Community
Concern for Community is essential 

to who we are as cooperatives. We 
serve our community not only by be-
ing an essential service, but by helping 
to power our local economy. Whether 
through economic development, vol-
unteerism or donations to local causes, 
we invest in this community because 
it’s our home too. 

I think you’ll �nd that most coop-
eratives bring good people together to 
make good things happen in the com-
munity. We hope you feel that way 

about us, your local electric co-op. On 
behalf of everyone at Monroe County 
Electric Cooperative, we’re thankful 
for your membership, and we hope 
you have a wonderful holiday season.

It’s a matter of
(co-op!) principles 
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Date Duration # Out Map Location Cause Desc Substation

10/11/2021 0:45 11 Schiermeier Rd Lightning Smithton

10/12/2021 1:33 3 Schmidt Ln Small Animals Or Birds Smithton

10/13/2021 1:07 17 C Rd Other, Deterioration Waterloo

10/15/2021 1:32 833 Millstadt Area Power Supplier Millstadt

10/22/2021 3:38 929 Waterloo Area Maintenance Waterloo

10/22/2021 3:49 266 Waterloo Area Maintenance Poe

10/22/2021 3:49 478 Red Bud Area Maintenance Poe

10/22/2021 3:51 548 Fults Maintenance Fults

10/24/2021 1:45 36 LL Rd Equipment Poe

10/24/2021 1:14 44 Roachtown Rd Lightning Smithton

10/26/2021 1:05 9 Stemler Rd Small Animals Or Birds Millstadt

10/30/2021 1:49 50 Fountain Oak Ln Unknown Waterloo

10/31/2021 2:24 8 Trolley Rd Equipment North Waterloo

MCEC
line outages 
October 2021

HOLIDAY SAFETY 
WORD SEARCH
Remember to keep electrical safety in mind 
this holiday season! 
Read the safety tips below, then find and 
circle the bolded words in the puzzle. 

• Do not overload electrical 
outlets with too many 
decorations or appliances.

• Make sure your Christmas 
tree is watered daily.

• Turn off all electrical
decorations before leaving 
home or going to sleep. 

• Never leave a candle burning 
if you’re not in the room. 

• Extension cords used for 
holiday decorations should 
always be inspected
for damage or 
exposed wires. 
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Tip of the Month

Heading out of town for 
the holiday season?  
 
Remember to unplug 
electronics that draw a 
phantom energy load. 
Some gadgets like TVs, 
phone chargers, gaming 
consoles and toothbrush 
chargers use energy when 
plugged into an 
outlet––even when 
they’re not in use.
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Offi ce hours:
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Holiday décor tips for an
energy-wise home
 Whether you’ve already decked your 
halls or you’re just getting started, 
there’s still time to incorporate en-
ergy savings into your holiday décor 
planning. 
 If you haven’t strung your twinkle 
lights, be sure to use LED light 
strands. LEDs consume far less en-
ergy than incandescent lights and can 
last 40 holiday seasons. � ey’re also 
safer because they’re made with epoxy 
lenses, not glass, making them more 
resistant to breaking. Plus, they’re cool 
to the touch, so no burnt � ngers!

 If you missed Santa’s memo about 
energy-saving LEDs and your holiday 
lights are already up, you can still save 
on lighting costs. All you need is a 
programmable light timer. Most mod-
els cost between $10 to $25 and can 
be purchased through online retail-
ers like Amazon or at big box stores 
like Lowe’s or Walmart. With a light 
timer, you can easily program when 
you want your holiday lights turned 
on and o� , which will save you time, 
money and energy. If you’re using a 

timer for exterior lighting, make sure 
it’s weatherproof and intended for 
outdoor use. 
 If Clark Griswold’s décor style is 
a bit much for your taste, consider a 
more natural approach. Many Christ-
mas tree farms, and even retailers 
like Lowe’s and Home Depot, give 
away greenery clippings from recently 
trimmed trees. With a little twine, 
extra ornaments and sparkly ribbon, 
you can create beautiful garlands and 
wreaths to hang over your front door 
or windows. To add extra twinkle at 

night, you can install solar-powered 
spotlights to illuminate your new (es-
sentially free!) greenery. Solar spot-
lights can vary in price, but you should 
be able to purchase a quality set of 
four for about $30. Because they run 
on natural energy from the sun, there’s 
no additional cost to your energy bill. 
 Regardless of how you decorate 
your home for the holidays, there are 
plenty of ways to save energy through-
out the season. 

Our office will be closed December 24 
for Christmas And December 31
for New Year’s.
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IEC Memorial Scholarships available
Fourteen $2,000 scholarships will be awarded in 2022 through the 

Thomas H. Moore IEC Memorial Scholarship Program.

8 scholarships awarded to high school 
seniors who are the sons or daughters of 
Illinois electric cooperative members.

4 scholarships for high school seniors 
enrolling full time at a two-year Illinois 
community college who are the sons or 
daughters of Illinois electric cooperative 
members, employees or directors.

1 Earl W. Struck Memorial Scholarship
awarded to a high school senior who is the 
son or daughter of an Illinois electric co-op 
employee or director.

Deadline to apply is Dec. 31, 2021. The lineworker scholarship deadline is April 30, 2022. 
For more information, go to https://aiec.coop/iec-scholarship/?coop=MNR. 

1 LaVern and Nola McEntire Memorial 
Lineworker’s Scholarship awarded to a 
student attending lineworker school con-
ducted by the Association of Illinois Electric 
Cooperatives in conjunction with Lincoln 
Land Community College, Spring� eld, IL.
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