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     From all of us at Illinois Electric, 
I’d like to extend our best wishes for a 
wonderful holiday season. We hope you 
are able to spend time with your family 
and friends to a greater extent than was 
possible last year. The past two years 

have certainly been an unusual, and 
challenging time. As we emerge from 
the eff ects of the pandemic, I know we 
all look forward to the return of a more 
normal way of life.

Me� y Chris� as and
Happy New Year!
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Line Foreman 
Donnie Ogden
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     As with the world in general, the utility 
business is ever-changing. Today we are 
starting to see the transition from traditional 
means of generation, to cleaner, renewable 
energy production. Illinois Electric supports 
this transition. Over the past several years, 
we have made investments in both wind, 
and solar energy, and our wholesale 
provider, Prairie Power, continues to add 
renewables to its portfolio. PPI recently 
signed a purchase power agreement with 
Ranger Power LLC to purchase electricity 
from its Big River Solar Farm. Both Illinois 
Electric, and Prairie Power, are committed 
to the goal of zero net carbon emissions by 
2050.  

     Although we support this transition, 
there are concerns. As your electric service 
provider, our primary goal is to provide 
safe, affordable, and reliable service. As we 
move toward a cleaner energy future, we 
must be careful that we don’t let policy get 
ahead of technology. 

     Earlier this year, I sent you a letter 
describing our concerns about pending 
energy legislation. I asked that you contact 
your representatives through the Voices for 

Cooperative Power website. We received 
over 1,800 letters permitting us to act on your 
behalf, and many others went to the website 
on their own. I want to personally thank you 
for your involvement. I believe you made a 
substantial difference.  

     The original proposed language called 
for the closure of the Prairie State plant by 
2030. We, and other Illinois co-ops, have 
part ownership in the plant through Prairie 
Power. PPI’s debt obligation for Prairie 
State extends until 2042. An early closure 
would have left PPI with stranded costs, and 
compromised reliability. The final version 
of legislation requires a 45% reduction 
in carbon emissions by 2038, and zero 
emissions by 2045. Although not ideal, it is 
much better than the original proposals, and 
will allow for a reasonable transition to zero 
carbon emissions while helping to protect 
reliability.  

     The only constant in life is change. I’m 
sure we will see more changes proposed 
between now and 2038. We will continue to 
watch closely, and let you know about any 
legislation that would unfairly increase your 
cost of power, or threaten reliability.   



Apprentice Lineman 
Kaiden Davis
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Communication is one area you’ve told us 
we should do better. As a result, we have 
recently revamped our website, and also 
implemented text messaging capabilities. 
We can now issue outage alerts, update 
you on the restoral process, and notify 
you when power is restored. We can also 
send general information text about things 
such as the Annual Meeting and Member 
Meetings. We will provide convenient 
means of signing up for the service, which 
we will promote through the website, Illinois 
Country Living, and social media. We 
believe this will be a vast improvement in 
keeping you informed.

     We look forward to serving you in 2022. 
God Bless, and we wish you the best 
throughout the holidays and the New Year.

Randy Long,
General Manager

     Because of our commitment and 
obligation to provide you with safe and 
reliable power, we continue to make 
investments in the distribution system. 
It’s expensive maintaining the aging 
infrastructure, and it drives rates, but the 
result is one of the most reliable systems 
in the state. Although we are not immune 
to outages during storms, the system holds 
up well. We incur fewer outages than in the 
past, and the duration of interruptions is 
less. We will continue our eff ort to provide 
you with the best possible electric service. 

    We are making similar eff orts with 
internet. We are currently upgrading 
much of our wireless network to the latest 
technology, as well as installing more fi ber 
optics in select areas. 

     We take our commitment to serving 
you very seriously. That’s why every year, 
we do a Member Satisfaction Survey. It’s 
important to know what you think. We use 
the results during our strategic planning 
sessions annually. It’s nice to hear about 
the things you think we are doing well, 
but we are more interested in knowing 
where you think we need to improve. 



Find us on Facebook at facebook.com/illinoiselectric

Avoid Late Charges

View Your Usage

Schedule a Future Payment

Pay with Check, Debit, or Credit Card

Sign Up for Paperless Billing

Pay Your Bill Online Today at e-co-op.com!

     Illinois electric cooperatives will award 
14 scholarships in 2022 to financially assist 
deserving students in the electric cooperative 
family. The 14 scholarships, $2,000 each, will 
be awarded through the Thomas H. Moore 
Illinois Electric Cooperatives (IEC) Memorial 
Scholarship Program.

     Eight scholarships will be awarded 
to high school seniors who are the sons 
or daughters of an Illinois electric co-op 
member. A ninth scholarship, the Earl 
W. Struck Memorial Scholarship, will be 
awarded to a student who is the son or 
daughter of an Illinois electric cooperative 
employee or director. Four additional 
scholarships are reserved for students 
enrolling full time at a two-year Illinois 
community college who are the sons or 
daughters of Illinois electric cooperative 
members, employees or directors.

     The 14th scholarship, the LaVern and 
Nola McEntire Memorial Lineworker’s 
Scholarship, will help pay for costs to 
attend lineworker school conducted by the 
Association of Illinois Electric Cooperatives 
in conjunction with Lincoln Land Community 

College, Springfield, Ill. Sons and daughters 
of co-op members, relatives of co-op 
employees or directors, and individuals who 
have served or are serving in the armed 
forces or National Guard are all eligible for 
this scholarship.

     “We hope to assist electric cooperative 
youth while honoring past rural electric 
leaders with these scholarships,” says 
Randy Long, General Manager. “Illinois 
Electric Cooperative and the other electric 
cooperatives are always seeking ways 
to make a difference in our communities. 
One of the best ways we can do that is by 
helping our youth and investing in them 
through programs like this one.”

     Deadline to apply is Dec. 31, 2021. The 
lineworker scholarship deadline is April 
30, 2022. For more information regarding 
the scholarships, contact Jennifer Sellars. 
Information has also been shared with area 
high school guidance counselors and is 
available online at 
aiec.coop/iec-scholarship.

Fourteen 2022 IEC Memorial 
Scholarships available
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