
Fourteen 2022 IEC Memorial Scholarships available
Illinois electric cooperatives will 

award 14 scholarships in 2022 to 
� nancially assist deserving students in 
the electric cooperative family. � e 
14 scholarships, $2,000 each, 
will be awarded through the 
� omas H. Moore Illinois 
Electric Cooperatives (IEC) 
Memorial Scholarship Program.
 “We hope to assist electric 
cooperative youth while honoring 
past rural electric leaders with these 
scholarships,” says Manager Todd 
Grotts. “Western Illinois Electrical 
Coop. and the other Illinois electric 
cooperatives are always seeking 
ways to make a di� erence in our 
communities. One of the best ways 
we can do that is by helping our 
youth and investing in them through 
programs like this one.”

 Eight scholarships will be awarded 
to high school seniors who are the 
sons or daughters of an Illinois electric 

co-op member. A ninth scholarship, 
the Earl W. Struck Memorial 

Scholarship, will be awarded 
to a student who is the son 

or daughter of an Illinois 
electric cooperative employee 

or director. Four additional 
scholarships are reserved for high 
school seniors enrolling full time at a 
two-year Illinois community college 
who are the sons or daughters of 
Illinois electric cooperative members, 
employees or directors.
 � e 14th scholarship, the LaVern 
and Nola McEntire Memorial 
Lineworker’s Scholarship, will help 
pay for costs to attend lineworker 
school conducted by the Association 

of Illinois Electric Cooperatives 
in conjunction with Lincoln Land 
Community College, Spring� eld, 
Ill. Sons and daughters of co-op 
members, relatives of co-op employees 
or directors, and individuals who have 
served or are serving in the armed 
forces or National Guard are all 
eligible for this scholarship.
 Deadline to apply for the � rst 13 
scholarships is Dec. 31, 2021. � e 
remaining deadline for the lineworker 
scholarship is April 30, 2022. For 
more information regarding the 
scholarships, contact the WIEC 
o�  ce. Information has also been 
shared with area high school guidance 
counselors and is available online at 
aiec.coop/iec-scholarship or on our 
website at wiec.net. 4517-46
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OFFICE HOURS
8:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.

Monday - Friday

BUSINESS OFFICE 
217-357-3125

TO REPORT AN OUTAGE
800-576-3125

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Kent Flesner — 
President, West Point
Mark Burling — 

 Vice President, Carthage
 Janet Spory — 

 Secretary/Treasurer, Sutter
Kim Gullberg —

 Assistant Secretary/Treasurer,
Stronghurst
Rob Gronewold — 

 Director, Carthage
Jay Morrison —

 Director, Niota
Dustin Walker — 
Director, Burnside

STAFF
 Todd Grotts — General Manager
 Ryan Biery — Manager 

 of Operations
 Wendi Whitaker — Finance and 

 Accounting Manager

MAP LOCATION CONTEST
Every month we are printing four 
members’ map location numbers in the 
newsletter. If you �nd your map location 
number call the WIEC o�ce by the 25th 
of the following month, tell us where it is 
and we will give you a $10.00 bill credit. 
Keep on reading the WIEC News.

Greg Bolton retires
Greg Bolton started his career 

with Western Illinois Electrical 
Coop. in 1989 and has been the on-site 
mechanic ever since. He’s a Hamilton 
native who served in the U.S. Navy and 
owned his own automotive machine 
shop before starting at WIEC. Like 
most employees at a small co-op, Greg 
has worn more than one “hat” during 
his tenure. In addition to his duties as 
a mechanic, Greg has also served as a 
groundworker when needed. In that 
capacity, he has assisted the linecrew 
during storms and outages and with 
routine inspections and maintenance of 
the co-op’s wires and poles. Greg says 
“it’s enlightening to see how quickly 
things can go downhill in bad weather,” 
but it’s also “encouraging to see how well 
our team pulls together over the course 
of a 2 or 3 day storm.” 

Greg has enjoyed and appreciated 
those he’s worked with over the past 
32 years. He’s been using some vaca-
tion time to hunt and �sh since the 
end of September, but his o�cial last 
day of employment will be November 
15. �e WIEC Board of Directors and 

employees wish Greg the very best in 
his next chapter of life. If you see him 
riding his motorcycle or hiking the 
Appalachian Trail (a longtime dream), 
give him a shout or a wave. Ride on, 
Greg, and enjoy! 481-7

Tip of the Month

Fall is the perfect time to prep your home 
for the upcoming winter chill. One of the 
best ways you can save energy and stay
comfortable is to caulk and weatherstrip areas  
that typically need sealing. Start by sealing
around windows and doors. Seal plumbing, 
ducting, and areas where electrical wiring 
comes through walls, floors and ceilings 
for additional energy savings.

Source: energy.gov
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Welcome New Members

August
2021

Claire Finch
Stanley Harbut

Rita Howard & Leroy Gooding
Donald Huston
Lonnie Johnson
Dennis Mastin

Je�  Neilsen
Weston Pollock

Kim & Curtis Renzelmann
Kyra Snyder

Layton Tallman
Brockton Tate
James Trickler

e I  offi e i  e o ed Thursday, November 11th in onor 
of Veterans Day. o omet in  pe ia  to t an  a eteran in your 
ife for t eir er i e and t e freedom e a  en oy e au e of it

Don’t forget!
Daylight Saving Time ends 
Sunday, November 7. Set your 
clocks back by 1 hour.

e I  offi e i  e o ed Thursday, November 25th to e
e rate Thanksgiving  e offi e i  reopen on riday o em er 

t  I  dire tor  and emp oyee  i  e eryone a e ed 
an i in  and are t an fu  for t e opportunity to ontinue to 

er e  4615-20

As always, in case of a power emergency,
please call (217) 357-3125 or (800) 576-3125.

COOK UP
ENERGY
SAVINGS THIS 
HOLIDAY
SEASON.
• Clean oven burners regularly.
• Match the pan size to the

burner you’re using.
• Use small appliances like slow

cookers and toaster ovens
when possible.
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‘Watt’ do I need to know about 
electricity and my appliances?

Determining how much electricity 
your appliances and electronics 

use can help you understand how much 
money you spend to operate them. 
Electricity is measured in units of power 
called watts, and 1 watt is a joule of 
energy used or produced per second. 

�e power consumption of small 
devices is usually measured in watts, 
while larger devices are measured in 
kilowatts (kW) (1 kW equals 1,000 
watts). Knowing how much electricity 
an appliance uses and how much the 
electricity costs can help you decide 
whether to invest in a more energy-
e�cient appliance or make other cost-
saving decisions, such as unplugging 
appliances when not in use.

Here are ways to estimate how 
much electricity your appliances and 
electronics use.

See the data plate
Appliances have data plates located 

on the back or inside the door. �ey tell 
you how many amps, watts and volts 
are needed to power the appliance. If 
your appliance does not 
list watts for some 
reason but does list 
the number of volts 

and amps, you can multiply them to get 
the number of watts.

Review the EnergyGuide label 
�e EnergyGuide label, a yellow 

sticker or tag found on new products, 
provides an estimate of the average 
energy consumption and cost to operate 
the speci�c model of the appliance you 
are considering. �e FTC requires the 
label, and the dollar amount is the esti-
mated yearly operating cost based on the 
national average cost of electricity.

Use a monitor or meter
Wattage meters are a�ordable 

instruments that are easy to use and 
can measure the electricity usage of 
any device that runs on 120 volts. To 
put it to work, just plug the monitor 
into the electrical outlet and plug the 
device into the monitor. �e monitor 
will display how many watts the device 
uses. If you want to know how many 
kilowatt-hours (kWh) of electricity a 
device uses over time, just leave every-
thing set up and read the display later. 
Some monitors allow you to plug in 
                          your co-op’s cost per 
                          kWh to determine
                          how much that 
                          appliance costs you 
                          over a length of time.

Install a whole-house system
Whole-house energy monitoring 

systems provide more detailed data on 
your home’s energy use. �e features 
of these systems vary, and the cost and 
complexity depend on the number 
of circuits you want to monitor, how 
detailed the feedback is and the type 
of features available. �e monitors 
are often installed directly into the 
main breaker panel of the home, and 
some require an electrician to install. 
Some monitors must be connected to 
your home’s wireless network, with 
data being viewed on a computer or 
smartphone, while others come with a 
dedicated display. In addition to pro-
viding information on the energy con-
sumption of your appliances, this type 
of monitoring system shows where 
and when energy is most used, allow-
ing you to develop strategies to reduce 
energy use and costs.

Comparing an older appliance 
to a newer one

Now that you know how to measure 
the energy used by your appliances 
and electronics, visit EnergyStar.gov 
to access information that can help 
with decision to upgrade 
to newer, more e�cient 
models. ENERGY STAR 
provides energy use data 
on speci�c products that 
have earned the ENERGY STAR rat-
ing. You can compare this information 
to your current appliances’ energy use 
to see if an upgrade is worth your while. 
EnergyStar.gov also provides tools that 
allow you to compare di�erent models. 
Depending on the type of appliance, 
ENERGY STAR-certi�ed appliances 
use 10 to 50 percent less energy than 
their standard counterparts. 5817-10

To learn more information about 
electrical safety and energy e�ciency, 
call the co-op or visit SafeElectricity.org.
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