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President's Report SREC hosts picnic for 2020 
and 2021 annual meetings

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic and 
continued health and safety concerns, Spoon River 
Electric Cooperative held both its 83rd and 84th 
annual meetings outdoors picnic-style on Monday, 
Aug. 23 at its headquarters. 

Meeting attendees were served a pork chop 
dinner and dessert from Schwan’s ice cream, 
voted for board candidates and received tickets 
for prize drawings. Manager’s, board chairman’s 
and treasurer’s reports were included in the annual 
meeting booklet that was distributed. Board 
directors were available during the meeting for 
questions. Attendance prizes were awarded as 
well as three $100 bill credits as the grand prize. 
Winners included: Todd Landon, Barry and Laura 
Fisher, and Frank Yerbic.

President/CEO William R. Dodds reported 
that COVID-19 had little e�ect on member 
service. Even if the lobby was closed, the drive-up 
window was open, and members were able to 
conduct business remotely. Forestry and line 
restoration continued as usual. When there were 
large outages, additional lineworkers were called in 
from other co-ops to assist.

“�e Operation Round-Up Committee 
continued to meet regularly,” Dodds said. “In 2020, 
$22,725 was donated back into our communities, 
$9,000 of which went to area food pantries.” 
Year to date, the program has donated $77,175 
back into our communities. �e co-op thanks the 
membership for its generosity. 

Chairman Bernard Marvel stated that while 
the 2020 annual meeting was canceled, the 
co-op received a record number of scholarship 
applications. �e 2020 scholarship winners 
included:

• Scott Parrish Memorial Scholarship for 
$1,000: Faith Haley, Canton

• Spoon River Electric Scholastic Scholarship 
for $1,000: Audry Branson, Ipava

• Spoon River Electric Honorary Scholarship 
for $1,000: Colby Rossman, Gilson
Scholarship interviews were held early June 2021 
and three deserving students were awarded $1,000 
each. �e 2021 scholarship winners included:

• Scott Parrish Memorial Scholarship for 
$1,000: Max Johnson, Lewistown

• Spoon River Electric Scholastic Scholarship 
for $1,000: Claire Wheelwright, Canton

• Spoon River Electric Honorary Scholarship 
for $1,000: Ruby Davis, Canton

According to the written Treasurer’s report, 
£nances stayed stable. Margins for 2019 were 
$625,322. For 2020, they were $412,741. 
Several area residents were re-elected to the co-op’s 
board of directors. For the 2020 election, they 
included Lyle Nelson of Abingdon, Wesley Strode 
of Marietta and Joe Davis of Canton. For the 2021 
election, the re-elected candidates included JoDee 
Pedigo of Canton, John Spangler of Marietta and 
Bernard Marvel of Browning. 

Marvel said he’s proud of how the co-op 
has performed. “Despite facing the pandemic’s 
challenges, your co-op has prevailed. It’s proof 
that whatever comes our way, we’re committed to 
you, our member-owners, and we’re prepared to 
weather the storm.” 

 OCTOBER 2021 • ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING 20A



Spoon River Electric 
Cooperative

930 South Fifth Ave, PO Box 340, 
Canton, IL 61520

8:00 a.m. – 4:30 p.m.
309-647-2700 • www.srecoop.org

Board of Directors
Joe Davis, Canton

Kurt Duncan, Lewistown
JoDee Pedigo, Canton

John Spangler, Marietta 
Wesley Strode, Marietta

Editor of Spoon River News
Taryn Mellert

tmellert@srecoop.org

President/CEO
William R. Dodds

bdodds@srecoop.org

Chairman
Bernard Marvel, Browning

Vice Chairman
Terry Beam, Cuba

Secretary
Jack Clark, Lewistown

Treasurer
Lyle Nelson, Abingdon

Spoon River Electric 
Cooperative –  

By the Numbers
Miles of line energized: 1,272

Number of members served: 5,022
Number of power poles  

in territory: 29,361
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Energy Efficiency 
T ip  of  th e M on th

A v oid  p l a cin g  item s l ik e 
l a m p s a n d  tel ev ision s n ea r 
y ou r th erm osta t.   
 
T h e th erm osta t sen ses 
h ea t f rom  th ese 
a p p l ia n ces,  w h ich  ca n  
ca u se y ou r a ir con d ition er 
to ru n  l on g er th a n  
n ecessa ry .

Source: w w w .energy.gov
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Discuss electrical safety with kids
 Often when people discuss 
electronics and children, the 
conversation gravitates toward the 
pros and cons of screen time. However, 
an often-overlooked topic is how 
to talk to your children about the 
potential safety hazards associated 
with electronics, sources of electricity 
and their environment in general. As 
soon as children can walk, parents and 
caregivers should discuss with them 
how to be safe around electricity, both 
inside the home and when playing 
outdoors. 
 Spoon River Electric and Safe 
Electricity recommend sharing these 
outdoor safety tips with children:
• Do not touch or go near sagging
 or downed power lines. Tell an   
 adult to call the electric co-op to   
 report it.
• Never climb trees near power   
 lines.
• Fly kites, model airplanes,   
 remote-control �ying toys and   
 drones in large, open areas and far 
 away from power lines. If any   
 object gets caught in a power line,   
 never try to retrieve it. Tell an   
 adult to call the electric co-op for   
 help.
• Never �y kites or other toys   
 when a thunderstorm may be   
 approaching.
• Never climb a utility pole or   
 tower. 
• Never go into an electric    
 substation for any reason. Electric   
 substations contain high-voltage   
 equipment that can kill. Never   
 rescue a pet or retrieve a toy that   
 goes inside the fenced area   
 surrounding a substation. Tell an 
 adult to call the electric co-op   
 instead.
• Stay away from outdoor electrical   
 equipment marked “keep out,”   
 “high voltage” or “danger.”
• Do not play, sit or climb on a 
 padmount transformer, 
 a.k.a. green box. (Note to adults:   
 While green boxes are typically   
 safe to be around, it is better to   
 leave this equipment alone in   
 case a box has become unlocked, 

 vandalized or have become damaged  
 in some way. Call us to report an   
 unlocked cabinet or any    
 signs of damage.)
 Additionally, share the following   
 indoor safety tips with children:
• Do not play with electrical cords or  
 plugs. 
• Younger children should ask an 
 adult before plugging in or   
 unplugging something. Never pull  
 or tug on cords. Instead, gently pull  
 the plug out of the wall by grasping  
 the plug.
• Do not touch or use cords that   
 appear damaged.
• Keep cords away from heat and   
 water.
• Never stick �ngers, tongues, toys or  

 objects into outlets or light sockets. 
• Never sleep with phones, tablets   
 or other electronics in the bed or   
 under a pillow. �e electronic device  
 can overheat or experience a short 
 in the charging cable, causing   
 bedding to catch on �re, burns to the  
 skin or electric shock.
• Never play with electronic toys or   
 gadgets in the bathtub or near water. 
• Never touch appliances, switches,   
 outlets, sockets, cords or plugs with  
 wet hands or while standing in water.
 Many electrical injuries and �res 
can be prevented. It is never too early 
or late to start talking about electrical 
safety with children and loved ones. 
For more information about electrical 
safety, visit SafeElectricity.org.
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October is Cybersecurity Awareness Month
At a time when we are more 

connected than ever, being “cyber 
smart” is of the utmost importance. 
�is year has already seen more than a 
fair share of cyberattacks and breaches, 
including the high-pro�le attacks on 
the Colonial Pipeline and other critical 
infrastructure. Furthermore, as has been 
underlined by these recent breaches, 
cyberattacks are becoming more 
sophisticated with more evolved bad 
actors cropping up each day. 

Luckily, there are several steps 
that we can take on a daily basis to 
mitigate risks and stay one step ahead 
of malefactors. Here are a few quick 
tips.
Enable multi-factor authentication.
 Multi-factor authentication (MFA) 
adds that necessary second check to 
verify your identity when logging in 
to one of your accounts. By requiring 
multiple methods of authentication, 
your account is further protected 
from being compromised, even if a 
bad actor hijacks your password. In 
this way, MFAs make it more di�cult 
for password cracking tools to enable 
attackers to break into accounts.

Use strong passphrases/password 
manager.
 �is may seem obvious, but all too 
often securing strong passphrases/
password managers is overlooked. 
People spending more time online 
during the pandemic has certainly 
contributed to more bad actors prowling 
for accounts to attack. Using long, 
complex and unique passwords is a good 
way to stop your account from being 
hacked, and an easy way of keeping 
track and remembering your passwords 
is by using a password manager.
Perform software updates.
 When a device prompts that it’s 
time to update the software, it may be 
tempting to click postpone and ignore 
the message. However, having the latest 
security software, web browser, and 
operating system on devices is one of 
the best defenses against online threats. 
So, don’t wait – update.
Do your research.
Common sense is a crucial part of 
maintaining good online hygiene, and 
an intuitive step to stay safe online is to 
do some research before downloading 
anything new you are downloading 

to your device, such as apps. Before 
downloading any new learning app on 
your device, make sure that it’s a by 
checking who created the app, what the 
user reviews say, and if there are any 
articles published online about the app’s 
privacy and security features.
Check your settings.
 Be diligent to double check your 
privacy and security settings and be 
aware who can access your documents. 
�is extends from Google docs, to 
Zoom calls and beyond. For meetings 
on Zoom, create passwords so only 
those invited to the session can attend, 
and restrict who can share their screen 
or �les with the rest of the attendees. 

Being cyber smart and maintaining 
stellar online hygiene is the best way 
to protect yourself and others from 
cyberattacks. No single tip is foolproof 
but taken together they can make 
a real di�erence for taking control 
of your online presence. By taking 
preventive measures and making a 
habit of practicing online safety, you 
can decrease your odds of being hacked 
exponentially – and prevent lost time 
and money, as well as annoyance.




