
WIEC will be closed on 
September 6

in observance of Labor Day. 

In case of a power emergency, 
please call 217-357-3125

or 800-576-3125.

2021 4-H Fair
 Western Illinois Electrical Coop. 
sponsors awards annually at the 
local 4-H fair to encourage youth 
to explore the power and possi-
bilities of electricity. It is our hope 
to ignite interest in the � eld for 
a future career 
as a lineworker, 
engineer or other 
electrical-related 
profession. 
7710-53

Exhibitor's Name Club Class Ribbon Awards

Nicholas Beeler Lincoln Land 50177: Electricity 1 Blue Best of Class, State fair delegate

Grady Henson Hamilton Busy Beavers 50179: Electricity 3 Blue State fair delegate

Joshua Lionberger LaHarpe 4-Leaf Clovers 50179: Electricity 3 Blue Best of Class, Best Overall, State fair delegate

Lori Savage 50177: Electricity 1 Blue State fair alternate
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OFFICE HOURS
8:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.

Monday - Friday

BUSINESS OFFICE 
217-357-3125

TO REPORT AN OUTAGE
800-576-3125

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
 Kent Flesner —  

 President, West Point
 Mark Burling —  

 Vice President, Carthage
 Janet Spory —  

 Secretary/Treasurer, Sutter
 Kim Gullberg —  

 Assistant Secretary/Treasurer, 
 Stronghurst
 Rob Gronewold —  

 Director, Carthage
 Jay Morrison — 

 Director, Niota
 Dustin Walker —  

 Director, Burnside

STAFF
 Todd Grotts — General Manager
 Ryan Biery — Manager  

 of Operations
 Wendi Whitaker — Finance and  

 Accounting Manager

MAP LOCATION CONTEST
Every month we are printing four 
members’ map location numbers in the 
newsletter. If you �nd your map location 
number call the WIEC o�ce by the 25th 
of the following month, tell us where it is 
and we will give you a $10.00 bill credit. 
Keep on reading the WIEC News.

Welcome New Members

June
2021

Asbury, Eric T. & Skyler G
Chat�eld, Gregory Lee & Lacey Lenette

Gilman, Debra
Gronewold, Brandon

Henness, Brandt

Keever, Russell
Anna Arlene Lantz Trust

Ray, Kenneth J. & Crystal M. Haviland
Toubekis, Miakea

WIEC board approves 
capital credit retirements

 Manager Todd Grotts is pleased to report that the WIEC board of direc-
tors has once again approved capital credit retirements for this fall. A refund of 
more than $262,000 was approved earlier this year. �is will retire the capital 
credits from both 1988 and 1989. (�ere were none to retire for 1987.) �e 
board, directed by bylaws and policy both, can only approve the retirement of 
capital credits when it will not adversely impact the cooperative’s �nancial con-
dition. 7814-2 Keep your eyes out for checks to arrive in late September or early 
October if you were a co-op member in the late '80s or receive payments for a 
family member that was.
 Capital credits represent the cooperative members’ equity in (or ownership of ) 
their cooperative. Your credit for a given year re£ects your individual portion of 
any margins (a.k.a. pro�ts) earned that year by the cooperative.

Energy Efficiency 
Tip of the Month
Energy used for cooling and heating 
your home makes up the largest 
portion of your monthly energy bills.  
 
By combining regular equipment 
maintenance and upgrades with 
recommended insulation, air sealing 
and thermostat settings, you can 
save about 30% on your energy 
bills while helping our environment.  
 
Source: energy.gov 
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Generate safety when using a generator
 A generator can be a valuable 
piece of equipment to keep appli-
ances working during a power outage. 
Generators can be either temporary or 
permanently installed.
 A permanent generator is wired 
into a house by a quali� ed electrician 
using a transfer switch that prevents 
a generator from feeding electricity 
back into overhead lines, which can be 
deadly for lineworkers.
 A temporary generator is powered 
by gasoline and should not be attached 
to a circuit breaker, fuse or outlet. 
Before ever purchasing a generator, 
you need to know the wattage required 
to run the appliances you will attach 
to it. You also need to know the surge 
power, which is the power it takes to 
turn an appliance on.
 Once you have purchased the proper 
generator, follow these tips from Safe 
Electricity to properly operate your 
generator.

P Read and follow all manufacturer 
operating instructions to properly 
ground the generator. 8611-10-1 
Be sure you understand them 
before hooking up the generator.

P Never operate a generator in a 
con� ned area, such as a garage. 
Generators can produce numer-
ous gases, including toxic and 
deadly carbon monoxide. � ey 
require proper ventilation.

P Generators pose electrical risks 
especially when operated in wet 
conditions. Use a generator only 
when necessary during wet con-
ditions. Protect the generator 
by operating it under an open, 
canopy-like structure on a dry 
surface where water cannot form 
puddles or drain under it. Always 
ensure your hands are dry before 
touching the generator.

P When you refuel the generator, 
make sure the engine is cool to pre-
vent a � re, should the tank over� ow.

P � ere should be nothing plugged 
into the generator when you turn 
it on. � is prevents a surge from 
damaging your generator and 
appliances.

P Be sure to keep children and pets 
away from the generator, which 
could burn them. 8518-60

P Shut down the generator properly. 
Before shutting down a generator, 
turn o�  and unplug all appliances 
and equipment being powered by 
the generator.

P Remember maintenance between 
uses. It is a good idea to inspect 
the fuel and oil � lters, spark plug, 
oil level and fuel quality and to 
start the generator on a regular 
basis before an emergency occurs.

USING A
GENERATOR?
8 DANGEROUS
MISTAKES
PEOPLE  MAKE

IN ENCLOSED
SPACES

Always use it in a
well-ventilated area.

IN THE ELEMENTS
Run it on a dry surface under

a canopy-like structure
(but not in a carport).

WITH THE WRONG
EXTENSION CORD

Use a properly rated cord
to plug appliances

into a generator.

NEAR WINDOWS
OR DOORS

Place it at least 20 feet away
from windows and doors.

IN A GARAGE
Even if the door is up, never

use a generator in a garage.

1
4
7

5
8

6
2 3

WITHOUT CARBON
MONOXIDE (CO) TESTERS

CO detectors should be
on every level of your home

(test them monthly).

IN DISREPAIR
Make sure your generator is

well-maintained and in
good working order.

PLUGGED INTO
A WALL OUTLET

This can be deadly to you, family
members, neighbors or utility workers.

LEARN
MORE
AT:

For more information 
about electrical safety, 
visit SafeElectricity.org.
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Service 
point

Meter socket 
and jaws

This graphic depicts equipment owned by the co-op (in gold) and the member (in blue). 
If a storm damages any equipment owned by the co-op, we are responsible for
repairs. If a storm damages any member-owned equipment, the member is
responsible for repairs. Members should hire a licensed electrician
when making any repairs to member-owned equipment.

Who Owns What? 
Electric Co-op Owned Equipment vs 
Member-Owned Equipment 

Power 
distribution lines

Transformer

Co-op owned
Member-owned

Service line

Service line

Service 
mast 
guy

Service
panel

Power 
pole

Padmounted
transformer

Weatherhead

Meter socket
Meter

Service 
mast

Note: This graphic depicts overhead and underground service.
Please be aware of which type of service you receive at your home or business.
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