
Tips for a safe harvest
 Agriculture is the backbone of our country, 
and our livelihood greatly depends on the crops 
provided by American farmers. In addition 
to being one of the most labor-intensive 
professions, farming is also considered one of 
the most dangerous jobs in the U.S. 
 � e hard work and exhaustive labor are 
tough but rushing the job to save time can 
be extremely dangerous, even deadly, when 
farming near electrical equipment. 
 Every year, we see collisions where tractors 
and other farming equipment accidentally 
collide with utility poles and power lines, 
causing injuries and power outages. � ese 
dangerous accidents can be avoided by looking 
up and around your surroundings when 
operating large farm machinery. If you’re 
preparing for harvest season, please keep the 
following safety tips in mind.

 Maintain a 10-foot clearance around all 
utility equipment in all directions. 

 Use a spotter and deployed � ags to main-
tain safe distances from power lines and 

other electrical equipment when working 
in the � eld.

 If your equipment makes contact with an 
energized or downed power line, contact 
9-1-1 immediately and remain inside the 
vehicle until the power line is de-energized. 
In case of smoke or � re, exit the cab by 
making a solid jump out of the cab (without 
touching it), and hop away to safety.

 Consider equipment and cargo extensions 
of your vehicle. Lumber, hay, tree limbs, 
irrigation pipes and even bulk materials 
can conduct electricity, so keep them out of 
contact with electrical equipment. 

 Sept. 19-25 is National Farm Health and 
Safety Week but practicing safety on the 
farm year-round yields positive results. We 
hope you never � nd yourself in a situation 
where farming equipment contacts power 
lines or poles, but if you do, we hope you’ll 
remember these safety tips.
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Tip of the Month

Source: energy.gov 

Energy used for cooling and heating your 
home makes up the largest portion of 
your monthly energy bills. By combining 
regular equipment maintenance and 
upgrades with recommended insulation, 
air sealing and thermostat settings, you 
can save about 30% on your energy bills 
while helping our environment.  

TYPES OF FUEL SOURCES
Electric co-ops and other utilities use a variety of 
fuel sources to generate the electricity that powers 
your home. Below are the main fuel sources used 
to generate power. 

Non-Renewable Energy Sources

Coal
Coal is a black or 
brown rock that 
is burned at a 
coal plant to 
generate power. 

Natural Gas
Natural gas is extracted 
from the earth and burned 
to produce pressurized gas. 
The gas spins a turbine to 
generate electricity. 

Nuclear
Nuclear energy uses the 
process of fission to generate 
heat that produces steam, 
which is used by a turbine 
generator to produce electricity. 

Renewable Energy Sources

Solar
Solar energy is generated 
by sunlight that is 
typically harvested 
through solar 
photovoltaic panels. 

Wind
Wind energy is 
generated by large 
turbines that spin and 
convert wind power to 
electricity. 

Hydro
Hydropower uses 
the force of flowing 
water to rotate 
turbines and 
generate electricity. 

Geothermal 
Geothermal energy is 
generated by using heat 
from within the earth. 

Biomass
Biomass is renewable organic 
material (from plants and animals) 
that is burned to produce power. 
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Generate safety when using a generator

it on. � is prevents a surge from 
damaging your generator and 
appliances.

 Be sure to keep children and pets 
away from the generator, which 
could burn them.

 Shut down the generator prop-
erly. Before shutting down a 
generator, turn o�  and unplug all 
appliances and equipment being 
powered by the generator.

 Remember maintenance 
between uses. It is a good idea to 
inspect the fuel and oil � lters, 
spark plug, oil level and fuel 
quality and to start the generator 
on a regular basis before an 
emergency occurs.

 For more information on electrical 
safety, visit SafeElectricity.org.

 A generator can be a valuable 
piece of equipment to keep appli-
ances working during a power outage. 
Generators can be either temporary or 
permanently installed.
 A permanent generator is wired 
into a house by a quali� ed electrician 
using a transfer switch that prevents 
a generator from feeding electricity 
back into overhead lines, which can be 
deadly for lineworkers.
 A temporary generator is pow-
ered by gasoline and should not be 
attached to a circuit breaker, fuse or 
outlet. Before ever purchasing a gen-
erator, you need to know the wattage 
required to run the appliances you will 
attach to it. You also need to know 
the surge power, which is the power it 
takes to turn an appliance on.
 Once you have purchased the 
proper generator, follow these tips 
from Safe Electricity to properly oper-
ate your generator.

 Read and follow all manufac-
turer operating instructions to 
properly ground the generator. 
Be sure you understand them 
before hooking up the generator.

 Never operate a generator in a 
con� ned area, such as a garage. 
Generators can produce numer-
ous gases, including toxic and 
deadly carbon monoxide. � ey 
require proper ventilation.

 Generators pose electrical risks 
especially when operated in wet 
conditions. Use a generator only 
when necessary during wet con-
ditions. Protect the generator by 
operating it under an open, can-
opy-like structure on a dry surface 
where water cannot form puddles 
or drain under it. Always ensure 
your hands are dry before touch-
ing the generator.

 When you refuel the generator, 
make sure the engine is cool to 
prevent a � re, should the tank 
over� ow.

 � ere should be nothing plugged 
into the generator when you turn 

USING A
GENERATOR?
8 DANGEROUS
MISTAKES
PEOPLE  MAKE

IN ENCLOSED
SPACES

Always use it in a
well-ventilated area.

IN THE ELEMENTS
Run it on a dry surface under

a canopy-like structure
(but not in a carport).

WITH THE WRONG
EXTENSION CORD

Use a properly rated cord
to plug appliances

into a generator.

NEAR WINDOWS
OR DOORS

Place it at least 20 feet away
from windows and doors.

IN A GARAGE
Even if the door is up, never

use a generator in a garage.
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WITHOUT CARBON
MONOXIDE (CO) TESTERS

CO detectors should be
on every level of your home

(test them monthly).

IN DISREPAIR
Make sure your generator is

well-maintained and in
good working order.

PLUGGED INTO
A WALL OUTLET

This can be deadly to you, family
members, neighbors or utility workers.

LEARN
MORE
AT:
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Farm Health and Safety Week is September 
19-25! Whether you live on a farm or in the 
city, always remember to avoid playing near 
power lines and other electrical equipment. 

Farm Safety
Coloring Sheet 
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