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     Residents and businesses in Brussels 
will soon have access to reliable, fast 
internet. Illinois Electric Cooperative held 
a groundbreaking for the construction 
of the fi ber optic internet network on 
Monday. Attending the groundbreaking 
were representatives of Illinois Electric 

Cooperative, the Village of Brussels, 
Calhoun County, and Wiemelt Excavating.

     Part of the funding for Brussels' fi ber 
optic network is through the Connect Illinois 
grant program. Illinois Electric Cooperative 
was awarded $3,443,670 in the fi rst round 

See caption on page 20C.



Design Engineer Kurtis Weber looking over maps for the Calhoun fiber build-out.
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of funding for broadband expansion under 
Governor Pritzker's and Department of 
Commerce and Economic Opportunity's 
Rebuild Illinois program. 28 broadband 
projects by 18 internet service providers, 
rural cooperatives, nonprofits, and local 
governments were selected in the first 
round from all across the state.

     Grant applications were reviewed and 
evaluated on a competitive basis, with 
proposals assessed in seven categories: 
broadband impact; matching funds; 
community support; project readiness; 
project sustainability; broadband adoption 
assistance; and shared use/open access. 
Applicants were eligible for up to $5 million 
per project, and they were required to 
provide a non-state funding match of at 
least 50 percent. Connect Illinois aims 
to expand broadband across the entire 
state with a focus on improving telehealth, 
education, and economic development.

     Brussels fiber internet project is part 
of the larger Calhoun Fiber initiative by 
Illinois Electric Cooperative. The co-
op continues to work on the network 
throughout all of Calhoun County 
simultaneously. 

     The bid process for awarding the 
construction contract for Winneberg 
is underway. Winneberg is part of the 
Connect Illinois grant program. 

     Along with the bid process for 
Winneberg, we have placed all splitter 
cabinets throughout the county and are 
in the process of finishing the splicing to 
activate these cabinets. This will activate 
locations downstream where we have 
constructed drops. In the Southern part of 
the county, we have begun pole change-
outs to extend our infrastructure off our 
main line of fiber that runs through the 
county. 



Fiber crews from Wiemelt Excavating working in 
Brussels.

Ground-breaking photo: Front Row (L-R): Greg Wiemelt, Wiemelt Excavating, Village President 
Emily Fortschneider, Kevin Klein, Illinois Electric Cooperative Director, Julia Eberlin, Illinois Electric 
Cooperative Director, Tom Meehan, Illinois Electric Cooperative Director, Kevin Brannan, Illinois Electric 
Cooperative Director, Doug Wilschetz ,County Commissioner, Randy Long, Illinois Electric Cooperative 
General Manager. Back Row (L-R): Kurtis Weber, Illinois Electric Cooperative Design Engineer, Shawn 
Rennecker, Illinois Electric Cooperative Director of Economic Development. 
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     We will continue to reach out 
individually to those that are soon to be 
ready for installation. If we contact you 
by phone and/or mail about setting up an 
in-person appointment with our crews, it 
is important for you to reach out to us in a 
timely manner.

     Calhoun Fiber is a multi-year project. 
Once all is said and done, there will 
be 421 miles of fiber optic cable ran in 
Calhoun. More information on the project 
can be found on CalhounFiber.com.



Find us on Facebook at facebook.com/illinoiselectric

Avoid Late Charges

View Your Usage

Schedule a Future Payment

Pay with Check, Debit, or Credit Card

Sign Up for Paperless Billing

at e-co-op.com!Pay Your Bill Online

Safety First

     The co-op had our Rural Electric Safety 
Achievement Program (RESAP) inspection 
recently. RESAP is an unannounced safety 
inspection from other co-ops that acts as a 
peer review. The inspection is completed once 
every three years, and during the assessment, 
peers visit crews in the fi eld, examine the offi  ce 
and warehouse, and inspect the co-op's right-

of-way. Jim Miles, Matt Eisenmenger, Brenda 
Carter, Thad France with the Association of 
Illinois Electric Cooperatives (AIEC) and Erin 
Halley with Wayne-White Counties Electric 
Cooperative led the inspection. The co-op 
received positive remarks on our review.

L-R: Matt Eisenmenger, AIEC Saftey Instructor, 
General Manager Randy Long, and Loss Control 
Supervisor Brenda Bettis.
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