
Visit us at the Farm Progress Show
August 31 – September 2

The Farm Progress Show is back in 

Illinois this year, and we want to 

see you there!

 Th e nation’s largest outdoor farm 

event will be held at Progress City in 

Decatur, August 31 - September 2. 

Look for the Illinois Touchstone 

Energy Cooperative’s exhibit in our 

NEW LOCATION on Lot 217 

on Second Street between Central 

Progress and East Progress Avenue, 

near Gates 7 and 8. Find us next to 

the Grain System Inc. display.

 Representatives from Shelby 

Electric Cooperative and several other 

Illinois electric cooperatives will be 

on hand to share information about 

cooperatives, safety, energy effi  ciency, 

and much more.

 Be sure to catch a Live Line 

Safety Demo, sponsored by Jo-

Carroll Energy, to learn about 

electricity and how to stay safe around 

electrical equipment. Pole climbing 

demonstrations will also take place.

 You can also charge your phone at 

our charging stations. While there, 

play a game for a chance to win a 

prize. Cooperative members who 

present their Co-op Connections card 

or show the Co-op Connections app 

will receive a special gift.  

 Weather permitting, the Touchstone 

Energy Hot Air Balloon will be fl ying 

the American fl ag each morning of the 

show. Plans are for the balloon to also 

fl y late afternoon on the fi rst two days 

of the show.

 For 70 years, the Farm Progress 

Show has celebrated agriculture by 

bringing tradition and business together. 

It is where people from all over the 

world gather to meet, observe, and 

learn. Major manufacturers roll out their 

newest off erings, 

and agricultural 

families take a break 

from their daily routines 

to immerse themselves in 

the wider ag community. 

Th e show rotates annually 

between Decatur, Illinois 

and Boone, Iowa. 

 Check out Prairie Farmer Magazine 

or visit farmprogressshow.com to learn 

more about the 2021 Farm Progress 

Show. 
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P.O. BOX 560
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Phone: 217-774-3986  
or 1-800-677-2612
Pay-by-Phone:  
1-855-385-9981
www.shelbyelectric.coop
twitter.com/YourCoop
facebook.com/YourCoop

Offi ce Hours:
7:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.

Full-time status for Sandiford

Pork chops have been a staple at the cooperative’s annual meeting since they switched from chicken to pork chops 

back in 1986. Th is year’s annual meeting marked the 35th year members were invited to have a pork chop dinner 

before the business meeting. Th e four gentlemen pictured above (left to right: Buck Schmahl, Gary Morrison, Ed 

Ballard, and Jim Shaff er) have been preparing the chops since the fi rst pork chop was served in 1986. Well over 50,000
pork chops have been seasoned and cooked by the Shelby County Pork Producers for the co-op’s annual meetings. 

The cooperative recently hired 

Noah Sandiford as a full-time 

broadband technician for PWR-net 

high speed internet. Since 2019, he 

has worked for PWR-net through 

Staff Quick, a staffi  ng agency. 

Sandiford appreciates the opportunity 

the cooperative has given him and 

looks forward to continuing his 

responsibilities with PWR-net. He 

enjoys the day-to-day interaction with 

PWR-net’s member-consumers. 

 A Cowden native, Sandiford 

recently moved to Shelbyville. He is 

an avid Chicago Cubs fan and even 

named his daughter Wrigley Grace. 

Of course, Wrigley, after the name of 

the Cubs’ stadium, and Grace, after 

the former fi rst baseman Mark Grace. 

In his spare time, Sandiford likes to 

cook, spend time outdoors, mess with 

engines, and you might even catch 

him delivering a pizza or two. 

Welcome to the 
cooperative family, Noah!

That’s a lot of pork chops
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Tip of the Month

When shopping for new 
light bulbs, know the 
difference between lumens 
and watts. Lumens measure
the amount of light produced 
by the bulb. Watts measure 
energy consumption. 
Energy-saving LEDs come 
in a variety of colors and 
brightness levels and last 
15-25 times longer than 
incandescent bulbs.  

Source: energy.gov 

 Did you know the cooperative can 

send an email or text message when 

you are part of an outage and when 

your power has been restored? All 

you need to do is sign up through 

SmartHub Web, which can be 

found on the cooperative’s website 

www.shelbyelectric.coop. 

 Just sign in, click on Notifi cations
and select Manage Contacts. After 

determining whether to receive noti-

fi cations via email, text, or both, go to 

Manage Notifi cations and choose to 

receive outage alerts as well as other 

messages. If you have not set up an 

account yet, you can do this at the 

same SmartHub Web link. 

 SmartHub how-to videos are 

located on the cooperative’s website 

and  Facebook page. Download 

the SmartHub App for your smart 

devices from your favorite app store.

iOS Users
Scan this QR code 
to access SmartHub 
in the Apple iTunes 
App Store.

Android Users
Scan this QR code to 
access SmartHub in 
the Android Market.

SmartHub lets you know when 
you are out of power
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NEW BILL DESIGN COMING 
AUGUST 2021 Account Number:

Member Name(s):

Statement Date:
Cycle Code:
Primary:
Secondary:

06/21/2021
2
(217)
(217)

Email:

Page 1 of 2

Billing Summary
Balance From Last Billing $1 3. 1
Payments Received - Thank you! -$1 3. 1

Balance Forward $0.00

Service Summary

Electric Service $ .70

Current Charges $ .70

Total Charges Due by 07/12/2021 $ .70

Total ue
Please pay by 2021

$ .70

Total due after 07/12/2021 $ .70

KEEP   Please do not staple, paperclip or tape payment.

SEND

SHELBY ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE
PO BOX 560
SHELBYVILLE IL 62565-0560

Statement Date 06/21/2021
Account Number

Total ue
Please pay by 2021

$ .70

Total due after 07/12/2021 $ .70
PO Box 560
Shelbyville IL 62565-0560

Office Hours: Monday-Friday 7 AM - 4 PM
(217) 774-3986 or (800) 677-2612
Pay-By-Phone (855) 385-9981
www.shelbyelectric.coop

Message Center
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Getting Real with Marla and patio heaters
The dog days of summer are here, 

and it is time to think about 

patio heaters. Wait. What?

 Extending outdoor entertaining 

options into cooler fall evenings 

became more popular last year and 

made patio heaters diffi  cult to come 

by. Shelbyville’s ACE Hardware 

Manager Michael VanDeursen 

confi rmed they were an in-demand 

appliance in 2020. If you were one of 

those consumers that could not fi nd 

one to purchase last year, maybe now 

is your chance. VanDeursen said the 

best thing to do this year is come 

into the store and talk with some-

one. If a model is not available in 

the store, they may be able to order 

what you want.

 Along with the demand for 

patio heaters, styles and options 

have also increased. Make sure 

you know what size and type of 

heater will best suit your needs. Is 

the space you want to heat a large 

patio or is it a small porch? How 

tall is the ceiling, or is it uncovered? 

A British Th ermal Unit (BTU) is 

the measurement for energy (heat) 

produced by a heater. Th e higher 

the number of BTUs an appliance 

is rated to produce, the higher the 

potential temperature output. 

 Next, consider the style of heater 

you prefer

Free-Standing - Some models have 

a base with a heating source, pole, 

and a heat refl ector attached to 

the top. Th e height varies and may 

be adjustable. Other examples 

of free-standing units are fi re pit 

tables and chimineas.

Mounted - Th ese units are designed 

to be permanently installed. 

Often, they will be installed near 

the ceiling and radiate or refl ect 

heat downward.

 Consider the source; heat source, 

that is. Since many people do not 

want to deal with building a wood fi re 

every time they would like to utilize 

their outdoor space on a cool evening, 

choose an option that is convenient 

for your home. Th ese are the most 

common fuel sources to fi re up:

Propane - Propane heaters typically 

have a larger base area to accom-

modate the propane tank. Th e 

heaters are usually portable. Keep 

in mind that when the tank runs 

out of fuel, you run out of heat.

Natural Gas - A natural gas heater 

will need a permanent line for hook 

up. Th is will provide a continuous 

supply of fuel for your heater. 

However, natural gas is not available 

in many locations in this area. 

Electricity - Electricity is readily 

available if you have outlets where

you need them. Do not use exten-

sion cords to power electric heaters. 

Keep in mind that a 1,500-watt 

appliance costs 18 cents an hour to 

operate. Make sure units are turned 

off  when not in use. 

 Once you have decided on style 

and heat source, be sure to look for 

important safety features such as 

a tip-over safety switch, automatic 

shut-off  valves, and cool-touch 

glass. Take caution to only use 

outdoor heaters in their designated 

areas. Th ey are not to be used in 

basements, garages, or near gas 

tanks. Always read and follow the 

manufacturer’s guidelines on the 

proper set-up and operation of the 

heater. 

 Now you can wipe the sweat off  

your brow and start looking forward 

to the cooler fall evenings ahead that 

can be spent on your cozy patio. 

~Marla Foor, Communication Specialist
Sources: homedepot.com, 

patioheaterexpert.com, Menards
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