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Severe weather can happen anytime, especially 
here in the Midwest. Severe weather can include 
hazardous conditions produced by thunderstorms, 
including damaging winds, tornadoes, large hail, 

and summer months. Rock Energy’s newest 
video takes a look at what you need to take into 
consideration in order to be prepared (and stay 
safe) during a severe weather event. To see the 
new video, go to: www.rock.coop/videos.

NEW ROCK ENERGY VIDEO:  Severe Weather Preparedness

Source: SafeElectricity.org

Do different kinds of utility lines look different?
 Perhaps, but for the most part, unless you are a professional 

what it carries (electricity, phone service, cable TV, and so on) 
just by looking. The safest approach you can take is to simply 
assume that all lines are energized.

Why can a bird sit on a power line and not be hurt? 
Doesn’t that mean the line is insulated?
 No. A bird or other critter can sit on a power line all day 
happy as a lark because there is no path to ground. If the 
animal were to come in contact with the utility pole or other 
grounded source, it would be electrocuted, just as a person 
would be under the same circumstances.

Have you ever wondered why a bird can sit on a live
wire or what you should do if a power line is on the 

ground? Here are some Q-and-As to clear up some common 
misconceptions concerning power lines, birds on a wire, and 
other conundrums:

What do I do if I see a downed power line?
Vacate the area. Call 9-1-1 to report it. Do not return to the 

area until you are given the go-ahead by authorities. 

Can I tell from looking (or listening) if a downed power 
line is still live?

Absolutely not. A live wire may not spark or arc and it may 
not make any noise at all (although it could).

If a line is on the ground, is it dead?
Once a line is on the ground, it is not automatically dead, 

even if the power is off in your area. There’s a good chance 
the line is still energized, which not only means you should 
not touch it, it also means the surrounding ground and any 
metal objects nearby could be energized and extremely 
dangerous, even deadly.

What if my car comes in contact with a downed power line?
Do not get out. Do not try to drive over it. Call 9-1-1 and 

wait for utility personnel to de-energize the line. If you smell 

on both feet (but don’t touch the car at the same time) and DO 
NOT WALK, but hop away.

Can I help someone who has been in an accident involving 
a downed power line?

Do not go near the scene and warn others not to do so. 

near an energized area could get electrocuted. Instead, call 
9-1-1 to report the incident.

WHEN SEVERE WEATHER STRIKES . . .

WATCH OUT FOR DOWNED POWER LINES
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Pictured here, a Rock 

Energy crew drills a hole in 

preparation for installation 

of a new power pole on 

Clover Road in Rockton, IL.

FOCUSED ON SAFETY,  RELIABILITY . . .
ONE PROJECT AT A TIME

R
1) SAFETY
2) RELIABILITY

POWER POLE REPLACEMENT

See the pictures to the right for a visual illustration 
of the power pole replacement process.
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Have a Safe and 
Happy LABOR 

DAY!
Rock Energy Cooperative 
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• Auto pay

ROCK ENERGY OFFICE LOBBIES ARE OPEN

85th ANNUAL MEETING REMINDER
The Rock Energy Cooperative

TO REGISTER TO ATTEND THIS YEAR’S ANNUAL MEETING, PLEASE 
CALL 866-752-4550.

Eclipse Center, Beloit, WI
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