
ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING  | NOVEMBER 2016     16A

Tamara Phillips 

assumed 

the helm of 

Norris Electric 

Cooperative 

November 1, 

2016. She suc-

ceeds Manager 

Keith McKinney 

who retired 

after serving the 

Cooperative for 19 

years.

 Phillips has been 

with the coop-

erative for 34 years 

and has served as 

offi  ce manager for 

the last 13 years. 

Tamara and her 

husband Richard 

reside in rural 

Newton and are 

lifelong residents 

of the area. She 

has two daughters 

and a granddaughter all located in 

Nashville, Tenn.

 Tamara says, “I am excited to be 

chosen as the next General Manager 

of Norris Electric Cooperative. I 

know that we have a great team of 

employees serving some of the best 

members in the country. A continued 

eff ort will be made to provide our 

members with reliable and aff ordable 

electricity.”

 Board President Gordon McClure 

says, “Th e selection committee and 

the Board spent several months 

determining who our next General 

Manager should be. We believe we 

have made an excellent choice to lead 

the cooperative into the future.”

 McKinney was named General 

Manager of Norris Electric in 1999. 

He came from Ameren Illinois where 

he served at various positions at the 

Newton Power Plant, the Mattoon 

Divisions Offi  ce and the Effi  ngham 

District Offi  ce. He was employed by 

Central Illinois Public Service and 

Ameren for 19 years.

Phillips succeeds McKinney as NEC Manager

 McKinney says, “Tamara’s experi-

ences in diff erent positions within 

Norris will serve her well as she 

navigates the future challenges of 

keeping electricity to our member-

ship aff ordable and reliable. Norris 

Electric Cooperative’s Board of 

Directors, Staff  and Employees are 

committed to bringing excellent 

service to our members, and I am 

sure Tamara will enjoy the oppor-

tunity to lead this dedicated team 

in meeting the cooperative’s goal of 

continued improvement.”

 Tamara Phillips of Newton, the new Manager of Norris Electric Cooperative, receives the keys to 
the building from outgoing Manager Keith McKinney.
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2013 Capital Credit Checks for WildBlue 
and Exede
As a not-for-profi t cooperative, 

Norris Electric is owned by 

the members we serve. When you 

pay your internet bill, you are 

accumulating equity in 

your cooperative. 

One of the 

benefi ts of belonging to a coop-

erative is that any monies left over 

after expenses are paid are allocated 

back to the members in the form 

of capital credits according to your 

package.

This November, let your voice be heard

Low voter turnout has been a 

topic of conversation for the 

last several election cycles. Since 

the 1960s, voter turnout during 

presidential elections has seen a 

steady decline – with the occa-

sional uptick here and there. In 

the 2016 primary election cycle, 

voter turnout in most states was 

only 21 to 30 percent, and this 

was a record year for primary 

voter turnout. In Illinois, we saw 

a voter turnout percentage of 38.9 

percent, but that still leaves a large 

number of voters that aren’t making 

their voices heard. 

 Some speculate the reason for 

the decline is because the aver-

age American is not as engaged in 

politics as they have been in the 

past. And who can blame us really? 

Often times, we may feel like can-

didates are not speaking to the 

issues we care about. Or perhaps 

we don’t feel like we understand 

enough about the candidates’ 

stances on the issues, or even the 

issues themselves. But we can 

change this. 

 Here at Norris Electric 

Cooperative, we want to see civic 

engagement in our rural communi-

ties increase. We want to give you 

what you need to make informed 

decisions about candidates at all 

levels of government, not just the 

presidential race. And we want 

you to know more about the 

issues that could impact our local 

communities.

 America’s electric cooperatives are 

doing their part by informing co-op 

staff  and members through Coops 

Vote, a non-partisan campaign 

with one simple goal: increase voter 

turnout at the polls this November. 

By visiting vote.coop, you can learn 

about your candidates, access voter 

registration information and more.

 We encourage you to visit 

vote.coop and take the pledge 

to learn more about the issues 

that impact us locally. Let’s work 

together to improve our communi-

ties by increasing voter turnout and 

changing our country, one vote at a 

time. 

Meghaan Evans writes on consumer 
and cooperative aff airs for the National 
Rural Electric Cooperative Association, 
the Arlington, Va.-based service arm of 
the nation’s 900-plus consumer-owned, 
not-for-profi t electric cooperatives.

If you received internet service 
from Norris Electric in 2013, look 
for a check in the mail for your por-
tion of Capital Credits. Feel free 
to call the offi  ce with any 
questions at 
877-783-8765.
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Great discounts when you use 
your Co-op Connection Card!
Highlights for the month of November:

All American Hearing, Olney, IL Up to 30% off  select digital hearing devices. Insurance restrictions may 

apply.

Browns Furniture, Olney, IL   5% off  everything in stock. Excludes sale items.

Country Archery, Casey, IL Purchase one range fee get one FREE. No limit.

D to Z Sports, Mattoon, Il  10% discount on all in-stock merchandise. Does not apply to lettering or   

embroidery.  

Tedrick’s Mobile Appearance

Reconditioning Service, 

Teutopolis, IL

10% off  all services.

Effi  ngham Dental Group, 

Effi  ngham, IL 

 New patient specials: $59-cleaning exam & x-rays and $1 take home whit-

ening (all individuals who complete new patient exam & x-rays) Off ers not 

to be applied toward account balances or dental services already delivered and 

not in conjunction with any other off ers, discounts or reduced-fee plans.

As a Norris Electric Member, make sure to use your free Co-op Connections Card for discounts and valuable 

off ers at local businesses and national retailers for those everyday purchases and gifts. Go online to search for 

local and national deals by zip code or by category at www.connections.coop. 

Need a New Card? Contact us at 1-877-783-8765 

Board of Director Election Update
There are three board seats up 

for election with one board 

member to be elected from each of 

the following counties: Richland, 

Wabash and Lawrence. Shown 

below are the counties and the 

incumbents from those counties 

that are slated for election this year.

County Incumbent

Richland Dean Dietrich

Wabash Dan Strine

Lawrence Ron Viehman

All of the incumbents intend 

to seek re-election. All candidates 

must submit a petition signed by 

at least 25 members to be placed 

on the ballot. Any other members 

that reside and take service in any 

of the counties above may also sub-

mit a petition and be placed on the 

ballot.

 Petitions are available now. 

Members wishing to obtain peti-

tions may call the offi  ce and one 

will be mailed or emailed to the 

member. Members may also stop at 

the offi  ce and obtain a petition in 

person. Completed petitions must 

be in the cooperative headquarters 

by noon on December 13, 2016.

 Petitioners with qualifi ed peti-

tions will be placed on the ballots. 

Ballots may be voted by return 

mail or by internet as instructed on 

the ballots. Th e results will then be 

announced at our annual meeting 

to be held on February 11, 2017.
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Attention high school seniors

Ten 2017 IEC Memorial Scholarships Available

Norris Electric Cooperative 

will award three $1,000 

scholarships to the sons or 

daughter of Norris Electric 

members who are currently 

receiving service from the coop-

erative at the time the scholar-

ship application is submitted.

Requirements for application:

1.  Must be a high school senior

2.  Must begin college within a 

year of notifi cation

3.  Must be a full time (12 hours) 

student

Scholarship awarded based on:

1.  Grade point average

2.  College entrance test scores

3.  Work & volunteer experience

4.  School & community 

activities

5.  Knowledge of electric 

cooperatives

6.  Biographical essay

Deadline for application submis-
sion is Feb. 1, 2017

 For more information, call 

Norris Electric at 877-783-8765 

or contact your high school 

guidance department. All necessary 

paperwork is available for download 

at www.norriselectric.com.

Tamara Phillips has announced 

that the Illinois electric coop-

eratives in 2017 will award nine 

academic scholarships to high 

school seniors through a memo-

rial scholarship fund designed to 

fi nancially assist deserving students 

in the “electric cooperative family.”   

In addition, a tenth scholarship – to 

assist with costs in attending an 

electric lineworker school – will also 

be off ered.

 Th e total of ten scholarships of 

$2,000 each will be awarded in 2017 

through the Th omas H. Moore 

Illinois Electric Cooperatives (IEC) 

Memorial Scholarship Program.

 Five scholarships will be awarded 

to high school seniors who are the 

sons or daughters of an Illinois electric 

cooperative member receiving service 

from the cooperative. A sixth scholar-

ship, the Earl W. Struck Memorial 

Scholarship, will be awarded to a stu-

dent who is the son or daughter of an 

Illinois electric cooperative employee 

or director. Th ree additional scholar-

ships are reserved for students enroll-

ing full-time at a two-year Illinois 

community college who are the sons or 

daughters of Illinois electric coopera-

tive members, employees or directors.

 Th e tenth annual scholarship, 

the “LaVern and Nola McEntire 

Lineworker’s Scholarship,” was 

awarded for the fi rst time in 2011.  

Th is $2,000 scholarship will help pay 

for costs to attend the lineworker’s 

school conducted by the Association 

of Illinois Electric Cooperatives 

in conjunction with Lincoln Land 

Community College, Springfi eld, Ill. 

LaVern McEntire served as a line-

man for McDonough Power Electric 

Cooperative from 1949 until 1991. He 

and his wife, Nola, endowed the schol-

arship to fi nancially assist deserving 

individuals in becoming trained line-

workers. Sons and daughters of co-op 

members; relatives of co-op employ-

ees or directors; and individuals 

who have served or are serving in 

the armed forces or National Guard 

are all eligible for the lineworker’s 

scholarship.

 “We hope to assist electric 
cooperative youth while honoring 
past rural electric leaders with these 
scholarships,” says Phillips. “Norris 
Electric and the other Illinois elec-
tric cooperatives are always seeking 
ways to make a diff erence in our 
communities. One of the best ways 
we can do that is by helping our 

youth through programs like this one.  
In addition, we are very pleased to 
off er the electric lineworker’s scholar-
ship.  It will benefi t not only electric 
cooperative youth but also those fi ne 
men and women who have served their 
country through their military service 
and may now be wanting to become a 
trained lineworker.”

 For more information regarding the 
scholarships, contact Norris Electric at 
877-783-8765. Information has also 
been shared with area high school guid-
ance counselors and is also available for 
download at the cooperative’s website at 
www.norriselectric.com. 


