
ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING  |  DECEMBER 2016     16A

3
2

McDonough Power Cooperative • Macomb, Illinois 61455

www.mcdonoughpower.com

Jeff  Moore
Board Chairman

Giving back is the co-op way

As  some of you might know, coop-

   eratives across the globe adhere to 

the same Seven Cooperative Principles 

that guide all of our decisions––from 

how we run the co-op, to how we engage 

with our local communities. Concern for 

community is the seventh principle, and it 

is one that all employees of McDonough 

Power Cooperative value year round. But 

during the holiday season, concern for 

community seems especially important.

 Electric cooperatives have a proud 

history of giving back. Our Coats for Kids 

program ensures that children in need in  

the communities we serve get brand new 

warm winter coats. 

 McDonough Power Cooperative 

members help us give back, too. To date 

members contributions have funded 

$20,686.96 in grants.

 Our commitment is also global. We 

have sent lineworkers overseas so they can 

help bring power to thousands of people 

who have never experienced the benefi ts 

of electricity. 432B5-558B
 So many families go without on a daily 

basis and struggle to make ends meet. 

Th is struggle can be especially hard dur-

ing the holiday season.

 Th ere are many ways you can give 

back to the community that go beyond 

dollar donations. Take some time to go 

through your closets and fi nd clothes that 

no longer fi t or have lost their use. Bag 

those items up and take them to your 

local Salvation Army, Goodwill or church 

clothing drive. Volunteer for a local food 

or toy drive, deliver meals to the sick and 

the elderly or simply make a meal for a 

neighbor in need. 

 No matter how great or small the act, 

every time we give back, we strengthen 

our community. So take the time to give 

back this holiday season. You’ll be glad 

you did.

Holiday
Greetings

Offi  ce closed 
for Christmas, 

December 23 & 26

Offi  ce closed 
for New Year’s, 

January 2
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Mike Cox
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Steve Lynn
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All Co-op Electric 
Outages 837-1400

1210 West Jackson Street
P.O. Box 352 

Macomb, Illinois
61455-0352

309-833-2101

www.mcdonoughpower.com

Offi  ce hours:
7 a.m. - 4 p.m. - Weekdays

High School Seniors – Scholarship 
Application Deadline is Approaching
Thomas H. Moore Illinois Electric Cooperatives Memorial 
Scholarship Program 

Ten scholarships will be awarded in 2017. 

Electric bills increase during the 
winter for a variety of reasons––
holiday gatherings, houseguests, 
and shorter days and longer nights. 
Small measures, like turning down 
your thermostat, replacing incan-
descent bulbs with LEDs and wash-
ing clothes in cold water can help 
control energy costs.

Source: TogetherWeSave.com

HEY MEMBERS!

You can get a text or email to alert you 

that your electric bill is due? Did you 

know you can get a text or email when 

we have received your payment? We can 

also text or email you if your payment 

is past due to avoid disconnection. Call 

the offi  ce and we can get you set up!!

(309) 833-2101

P.S. We can also email your bill.

5 Scholarships are available for the sons/daughters of Illinois cooperative members 

 for any two or four-year accredited college in the United States.

1 Scholarship is reserved for the son/daughter of an Illinois cooperative employee 

 or director for any school in the United States. 432B2B-572A

3 Scholarships are available for the sons/daughters of Illinois cooperative members, 

 employees, or directors for an Illinois community college.

1 Scholarship is reserved to help pay for costs to attend lineworker’s school 

 conducted by AIEC in conjunction with Lincoln Land Community College in 

 Springfi eld, Illinois. Th is scholarship is for the son or daughter of an Illinois 

 cooperative member, employee, or director; an individual who has served or is 

 serving in the U.S. armed forces or National Guard; or an individual enrolled in 

 the Lincoln Land lineworker’s school.

Apply online at www.mcdonoughpower.com – click on the “Community” tab.

Th e deadline for general scholarships is December 31, 2016.

Th e deadline for the lineworker’s scholarship is April 30, 2017.



ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING  |  DECEMBER 2016     16C

Digital devices impact energy use                         by Tom Tate

Ah, the Digital Age. We have gadgets 

   galore, the ability to manage our 

homes in new and innovative ways, bril-

liant images and captivating sounds of 

modern entertainment options and of 

course, the internet. Clearly, digital 

devices reign supreme. Yet these cool 

new capabilities come with a couple of 

pitfalls; vampire loads and the issue of 

“technology reincarnation.”  

 Over the course of the Digital Age, 

electricity use has continued to increase. 

Families have multiple televisions. 

Computer prices have plummeted, 

meaning many homes now have multiple 

computers. Everyone in the family needs 

a cell phone. Gaming consoles and set top 

cable/satellite boxes satisfy our desire for 

entertainment. 11119C7-1002C
 Major appliances aside, most digital 

devices do not use 120-volt power, 

which is the standard voltage of a home 

outlet. Th ey actually use a lot less. So, 

trying to plug your brand-new smart-

phone directly into an outlet is going to 

lead to a fried device and lots of tears 

from someone. Th is is why low-voltage 

devices come with a power adapter. 

Th ese “wall warts” as some term them, 

take the 120-volt electricity supplied by 

McDonough Power and convert it to 

say, fi ve volts. Unfortunately, most folks 

leave their adapters plugged in to make 

recharging easier. Th e problem with this 

approach is that the seemingly innocuous 

wall wart uses power even when it isn’t 

charging a device. 

 Th is invisible energy consumption 

is often called “vampire load.” Studies 

show that 5 to 10 percent of the aver-

age home’s energy use is from vampire 

loads. Th e only way to stop this is to 

unplug the power adapter when it is not 

in use or employ smart power strips. 

Th ese look like the typical power strip 

but with a twist––only one socket gets 

power all the time. When the device or 

appliance connected to it turns on and 

starts using power, the remaining sockets 

receive power too. Th is is perfect for 

entertainment systems, computer set 

ups and a variety of other situations.

 Technological advances have steadi-

ly increased energy effi  ciency and re-

duced purchase prices. On its face, this 

seems like a good thing. Unfortunately, 

when replacing a product at the end 

of its life, the tendency is to go bigger, 

or continue to use the old tech. Th is is 

the second issue I noted––technology 

reincarnation. 

 For example, fl at screen television 

prices have plummeted as technology 

has evolved––and so has the amount of 

electricity they use. Consumers wander 

into the big box store and are dazzled 

by walls of giant, brilliant televisions. 

What they used to pay for the paltry 

32” model now might net them a 50” 

giant. And who doesn’t want to see 

their favorite show or sports event 

in near life size? But if you spring for 

the bigger TV, you won’t benefi t from 

the increased energy effi  ciency of the 

newer technology. Th e bigger model uses 

as much juice as the older, smaller TV, 

which likely ends up in another room 

(reincarnated in another setting) still 

using power.

 Or refrigerators. Th ese are the 

showpieces of the evolution of smart 

appliances. Many new models include 

touchscreens and cameras; they 

communicate over the internet and 

probably even keep food cold and make 

ice. Yet what often happens is the old 

refrigerator ends up in the basement 

or garage, reincarnated as a dedicated 

beverage unit or overfl ow.

 I’ll off er a couple words of advice to 

help you avoid––or at least reduce––the 

eff ects of vampire loads and technology 

reincarnation. Invest in smart power 

strips or make a point to use outlets 

where you can conveniently unplug 

power adapters when not in use. Don’t 

oversize your replacement appliances 

and entertainment gear unless family 

needs dictate the larger capacities. 

And recycle the replaced appliances 

Our many

 Digital Devices
impact energy use.

Every month we 
will have four map location 

numbers hidden throughout The Wire. 
If you fi nd the map location number 
that corresponds to the one on your 
bill (found above the usage graph), 
call our offi ce and identify your 
number and the page that it is on. If 
correct, you will win a $10 credit on 
your next electric bill.

Member 

Prizes
Every month we

will have four map location
numbers hidden throughout The Wire.
If you fi nd the map location number
that corresponds to the one on your

ll (found above the usage graph),
call our offi ce and identify your

e page that it is on. Ifon is onis on.
correct, you will win a $10 credit onddit
your next electric bill.

Prizes
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and equipment to stem technology 

reincarnation. You will enjoy the Digital 

Age for a lot less.

Tom Tate writes on cooperative issues for 
the National Rural Electric Cooperative 
Association, the Arlington, Va.-based ser-
vice arm of the nation’s 900-plus consumer-
owned, not-for-profi t electric cooperatives.
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Help us locate former McDonough Power Cooperative Members

In August, McDonough Power 

Cooperative mailed Capital Credit 

checks to the last known address of 

members who received electric service in 

1987-1988. The Cooperative is attempt-

ing to locate former members (or possibly 

their heirs) who received electric service 

during that time. Following is a partial list 

of former members who have not cashed 

their checks or their check was returned 

because of an invalid address. You can 

also check our website, mcdonoughpower.

com, for a complete listing of names. 

If your name is on the list, or you have 

knowledge of a current address, or know 

someone who may have this information, 

please complete the form and mail it to 

McDonough Power Cooperative, P.O. 

Box 352, Macomb IL  61455. You may 

also e-mail any information you may have 

to dbeck@mcdonoughpower.com. Thank 

you for assisting us in locating these for-

mer Cooperative members. 748C5-606C

Aden, Denise 
Aliwarga, Kardiwir  
Albert, Kenneth, 
Allen , Donald, L
Allen , Terry, L
Ames, Arthur, D
Arnold, Linda  
Ashcraft, Bryce 
Atwell, Steven, R
Ausmus, Billy, J
Baars, Matthew
Bartlett, William
Bearrows, Lori, K
Becker, Chris
Behnken, Leland
Bertelson, Troy
Bigsby, Teresa, M
Bishop, Ronald, M
Bitner, Jody, A
Black, Timothy
Boehme, Andrew
Boland, Brian
Bowman, Douglas
Bowman, Mary, L
Boylen, Robert, M
Brackney, Jack
Bressler, Dan 
Brokaw, Richard
Brooks, Dorothy
Brown, Rod
Buckwalter, Timothy
Burton, Dale, H
Busby, Mike
Butterfield, Judith, A
Cady, Darren, M
Carrico, Terry, L
Carson, Larry, W
Cassidy, Bridgett
Cavins, James
Chase, Kevin
Chase, Tori, J
Chenoweth, Wanda
Christine, Robert, L
Clark, Charles
Clark, Richard
Cleek, Christin
Coakley, Wendell
Coggeshall, Ted
Cooper, Robin, 
Cottom, Laurie, L
Cox, Melanie
Craig, Kenneth
Cramer, Steven, M
Crowe, Robert
Daniels, Andrew
Dedecker, Ann

Duffie, John
Dumais, Brent
Dutton, Bill 
Eberle, Dianne, L
Eckroy, Lori
Epley, Luke, E
Erickson, Peter,  
Eubanks, Patricia, 
Figura, Rebecca
Flickinger, Jay
Flower, George  
Ford, Gale
Forman, Robert
Fox, Dwain, C
Frakes, Barbara 
Geibelhausen, Steve, W
Govern, Tim
Graham, Stacy
Graves, Claudia
Grillo, James
Guger, Richard
Guthrie, Leah
Hall, Jeffrey
Ham, Dave
Hanlon, Brian, E
Harp, Eric, L
Harper, Samuel
Harvey, Almira
Hickey, Kevin, D
Hoffman, Lynn
Holman, Pamela
Howard, Kerry
Hudson, Robert
Hughes, William 
Hurst, Dale
Jack, Steven
Jackley, Linda 
Jenkins, Pamela 
Jensen, Dennis
Johnson, Julia, A
Johnson, Nancy
Jordan, Stephani
Juhrend, Albert, J Kim, 
Jaeseo, 
Knowles, Todd
Koller, Corene 
Kunz, Jay, D
Kurt, Kathleen 
Lane, Fred
Larson, Kris
Lewis, Mynda
Linder, Arthur
Livengood, Susan
Loeffelholz, Daniel, R
Logan, Robert, P
Louderman, Barry

Lozier, John, R
Luper, Donna
Maher, Michael
Maloney, Larry
Marshall, E Pierre
Martin, James, A
Mason, Bradley
Mastny, Debra
Mayer, Amy
McAtee, Michael
McClenning, Steve, L
McCormack, Kelli, R
McDonald, Joni
McKenzie, Mae, J
McNeff, Toni, L
Meller, Brian
Meyer, George
Middaugh, Mary, A
Miller, Greg
Mitchell, Terry, E
Moreland, Greg 
Morey, Robert
Morris, Amy
Morrison, Steve
Mosena, Maureen
Nagatani, Hidemi
Neill, Mae
Nell, Kathy
Nofziger, Kenneth
Nutt, Jerry, W
Oakman, Kathryn
Oenning, Darrell

Orr, Edward, A
Ott, Robert
Page, Jerry, L
Parham, Angela, M
Parker, Lisa, K
Parr, Delbert
Payne, Tom
Peck, Ronald, L
Peterson, Natalie
Petropulos, James, M
Phillips, Patti
Phoenix, Roger
Pierson, Rebecca
Pollitt, Gerald, A
Poole, Tom
Popken, Terry
Presnell, Sharon
Purdy Trust, Melvin, R
Ratliff, Todd
Ray, Russell, 
Reiter, Dotothy
Rhea, James, R
Rittenhouse, Danny
Rose, Richard
Ruebush, Brian 
Runyon, Elizabeth 
Samon, Alberto 
Sanchez, Lucinda
Saylor, Roy, L
Sauer, Patrick
Sbarboro, James, R
Schone, Karla, S

Selby, Wayne
Shah, Piyush
Shaner, Fred
Shipley, Gary
Shragal, David
Shumaker, Thomas, J
Skien, Robert  
Sly, Sherry, L
Smith, Deborah
Smith, Edgar, R
Smith, Michael
Smith, Russell  
Spencer, Charles  
Spencer, Clara, A
Starnes, James, H
Staup, J W
Stegeman, Roger, L
Stevenson, Steve
Stewart, Marvin, T
Stockler, Allan, E
Sturms, Kyle, J
Stuttle, Steve
Sweet, Roger
Swigart, R Kirk
Swisher, Billy
Taylor, Melinda
Teel, Douglas
Thomas, Harley
Thomas, Joan
Thomas, Reginald, P
Thompson, Edward, B
Thrapp, Vickie, M

Toland, Lisa
Torri, Janet 
Turner, Tim
Tyler, Roger
Underwood, Mark 
Unwin, Roger
Venvertloh, Ellen 
Veys, Rick
Vogler, Herman, G
Walker, Ralph
Wandry, Diane
Ward, Roger
Ware, Teresa
Weaver, Gaylord
Weldon, Michael
West Bethel Parsonage
West, Jeff
West, Lee
Wetzel, Jonathon, R
Wheelhouse, William
Wickert, David
Wilcke, David
Wiley, Kay
Wilson, Patricia
Wilson, Robert, J
Witthuhn, Burton, O
Woods, Jill 
Woodworth, Dennis
Wright, Jeff
Young, Chris
Zeisler, Ed
Zingher, Alex 

I have information about the following:
Name from the list: ___________________________________________________

Current Address:  ____________________________________________________

Executor’s name and address if person is deceased:  __________________________

___________________________________________________________________

Telephone number of executor:  _________________________________________

Information provided by:  ______________________________________________

Mail this form to: McDonough Power Cooperative

  P.O. Box 352

  Macomb IL  61455


