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     The recent rolling blackouts in Texas 
and California have caused us all 
some concern. Blackouts have been a 
relatively rare event in the United States. 
There have been nine such events that 
would be considered major blackouts 
since 1965, ranging from the Northeast 

to the New York City Blackout of 1977, 
to the more recent Northeast Blackout 

eight states. The root cause of most of 
these events ranges from human error, to 
weather, to software bugs.  

The Risk of Blackouts
Could it happen here?
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     The recent blackouts in Texas and 

reasons. Electrical demand on the grid 

In California, it was hotter than normal 

on intermittent renewable sources and 

the case of Texas, it was colder than normal 

and natural gas lines, rendering much of 

     A few months ago, the North American 

its Summer Reliability Assessment. The 

of concern regarding the reliability of the 
North American Bulk Power system for 

and demand risk. Both ISOs and RTOs are 

monitor the use of the electric transmission 
system by utilities, generators, and 
marketers. Most of Illinois is served by the 

     In summary, our concerns are valid. 

from traditional means of generation, 
to renewable energy sources. Coal 

sun and wind, both of which we have no 

California and Texas. 

State would be required to close by 

high demand, neighboring states may 

Renewables could also not be available 
due to their intermittent nature. As we 

to carbon-free energy, we must be careful 

     Reliability is at the forefront of our 

challenging in an environment of changing 

of which we can’t control. As your electric 

Randy Long,
General Manager
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     Calhoun native Joe Baalman started at 

mechanical engineering degree at Southern 

Manager. 

     Today, his day-to-day role has ever-
changing duties, but includes major 

accuracy. 

     However, it’s a tricky system to learn 

systems that we use here, including customer 
information, metering, engineering analysis 

software, outage management, and 
more,” Joe said. “That means making a 

the line.”

to get any technical information they need 
about the electric system, or they can 
click on service locations to get member 
information.”

Joe Baalman, Engineering Systems Manager

AUGUST 2021 • ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING 20C



Find us on Facebook at facebook.com/illinoiselectric

Avoid Late Charges

View Your Usage

Schedule a Future Payment

Pay with Check, Debit, or Credit Card

Sign Up for Paperless Billing

Pay Your Bill Online Today at e-co-op.com!

on an ongoing basis. Any time work is 
done on the electrical system, such as new 

is created to document the work done and 
the materials used. After the work order has 

are moved, we'll go out with a GPS unit 
to make sure everything is as accurate as 
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