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Ten 2017 IEC Memorial Scholarships Available
 Kim Leftwich has announced that 

the Illinois electric cooperatives in 2017 

will award nine academic scholarships 

to high school seniors through a 

memorial scholarship fund designed 

to fi nancially assist deserving students 

in the “electric cooperative family.”   In 

addition, a tenth scholarship – to assist 

with costs in attending an electric 

lineworker school – will also be off ered.

 Th e total of ten scholarships of 

$2,000 each will be awarded in 2017 

through the Th omas H. Moore Illinois 

Electric Cooperatives (IEC) Memorial 

Scholarship Program.

 Five scholarships will be awarded 

to high school seniors who are the 

sons or daughters of an Illinois 

electric cooperative member receiving 

service from the cooperative. A sixth 

scholarship, the Earl W. Struck 

Memorial Scholarship, will be awarded 

to a student who is the son or daughter 

of an Illinois electric cooperative 

employee or director. Th ree additional 

scholarships are reserved for students 

enrolling full-time at a two-year Illinois 

community college who are the sons or 

daughters of Illinois electric cooperative 

members, employees or directors.

 Th e tenth annual scholarship, 

the “LaVern and Nola McEntire 

Lineworker’s Scholarship,” was 

awarded for the fi rst time in 2011.  

Th is $2,000 scholarship will help pay 

for costs to attend the lineworker’s 

school conducted by the Association 

of Illinois Electric Cooperatives 

in conjunction with Lincoln Land 

Community College, Springfi eld, 

IL. LaVern McEntire served as a 

lineman for McDonough Power 

Electric Cooperative from 1949 until 

1991. He and his wife, Nola, endowed 

the scholarship to fi nancially assist 

deserving individuals in becoming 

trained lineworkers. Sons and daughters 

of co-op members; relatives of co-op 

employees or directors; and individuals 

who have served or are serving in the 

armed forces or National Guard are all 

eligible for the lineworker’s scholarship.  

 “We hope to assist electric 

cooperative youth while honoring 

past rural electric leaders with these 

scholarships,” says Kim Leftwich. 

“Coles-Moultrie Electric Cooperative  

and the other Illinois electric 

cooperatives are always seeking ways to 

make a diff erence in our communities. 

One of the best ways we can do that is 

by helping our youth through programs 

like this one.  In addition, we are very 

pleased to off er the electric lineworker’s 

scholarship.  It will benefi t not only 

electric cooperative youth but also those 

fi ne men and women who have served 

their country through their military 

service and may now be wanting to 

become a trained lineworker.”

 For more information regarding the 

scholarships, contact Kelsey Hawkins 

at 217-235-0341.  Information has 

also been shared with area high 

school guidance counselors and is 

also available for download at the 

cooperative’s website at cmec.coop.

The Cooperative office will be 
closed November 24th and 25th 
in observance of Thanksgiving.
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P.O. Box 709 (104 Dewitt Ave., East)

Mattoon, Illinois 61938

email:  info@cmec.coop

Phone: 217/235-0341 or

Toll-Free: 1-888-661-CMEC (2632)

Offi  ce hours:

Monday-Friday 

7:30a.m. - 4:30p.m.

Chairman
Jeff ery D. Hudson ............. Charleston

Vice Chairperson
Debbie Albin ........................Mattoon

Secretary
John Bowers ...................... Lovington

Treasurer
Steve Shrader .......................Westfi eld

Director
Dean Robison .....................Windsor

Chris Christman .................... Sullivan

Scott Uphoff  .........................Mattoon

President/CEO
Kim Leftwich

To report an outage

•  First check your fuses or circuit 

breakers and see if your neigh bors 

have power.

•  If the problem appears to be with 

the cooperative's lines, call the 

offi   ce at the toll free number 

(888-661-2632), give the name 

the ser vice is list ed under, and 

re port any haz ard ous con di tions.

Board Report
Minutes of regular board meeting
August 25, 2016

A publication of Coles-Moultrie Electric Cooperative

 A regular meeting of the Board of 

Directors of Coles-Moultrie Electric 

Cooperative was held at the offi  ces 

of the Cooperative at 104 Dewitt 

Avenue, East, Mattoon, Illinois at 7 

pm on the 25th day of August, 2016, 

pursuant to notice duly given. Th e 

meeting was called to order by Jeff  

Hudson, Chairman. After calling the 

roll, the following directors were pres-

ent:  Scott Uphoff , Chris Christman, 

Jeff  Hudson, Steve Shrader, Debbie 

Albin, and Dean Robison being 

a quorum of the directors of the 

Cooperative. Also present were Kim 

Leftwich - President/CEO, Amy 

Borntrager – Chief Financial Offi  cer, 

and Darla Powell – Director of 

Human Resources/Offi  ce Manager. 

 Motion was made by Christman 

to approve the agenda as submitted. 

Motion seconded. Motion carried.

 Motion was made by Uphoff  to 

approve the Consent Calendar as 

submitted, the July Safety & Training 

report and the 08/2/2016 Regular 

Board meeting minutes. Motion sec-

onded. Motion passed.

 Motion was made by Shrader to go 

into Executive Session. Motion sec-

onded. Motion carried.

 Motion was made by Christman 

to come out of Executive Session. 

Motion seconded. Motion carried.

 Motion was made by Christman 

to go into Executive Session. Motion 

seconded. Motion passed.

 Motion was made by Robison 

to come out of Executive Session. 

Motion seconded. Motion passed.

 Kim Leftwich presented the legal 

report.

 Steve Shrader reported on the 

Audit & Finance Committee meet-

ing that was held before the Board 

meeting. Th e Director expenses and 

fees for April, May and June were 

reviewed.

 Amy Borntrager gave the fi nancial 

report.  Sales of kWh are 6.08% less 

than 2015 and revenue is down 3.46% 

from last year as well. July did prove 

to be higher than anticipated bud-

geted sales and higher in the residen-

tial revenue class than July 2015.

 In the Distribution Expense-

Operations we have paid $11,467 

for the GIS project.   Distribution 

Expense-Maintenance is higher than 

budget for the month due to more 

outages in July.  We allocated 495.5 

labor hours totaling $52K to this 

account. In addition, we spent $8,824 

in work orders repairing our distribu-

tion system after the storms.  

 Scott Uphoff  and Kim Leftwich 

reported on the Prairie Power Inc 

(PPI) Board meeting.

  Kim Leftwich gave the President/

CEO report.

INTERACT Conference

 KBL reprised the “Serve Our 

Coops/Serve Our Country” initiative 

in a second presentation to human 

resources and benefi t managers at 

the INTERACT Conference held in 

Indianapolis August 16th and 17th.

Darla Powell attended the 

INTERACT conference as well, 

fi nding many new ideas and concepts 

as well as renewing relationships 

with many other HR folks across the 

Midwest.

Economic Development

Recently, the City of Mattoon 

was advised that the General Electric 

plant located in Mattoon would 

close. Lost would be 145 jobs. Th e 

City, Coles Together, and Mattoon 

President/CEO Report – August 2016 CMEC Board Meeting
August 19, 2016
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Chamber of Commerce are all work-

ing together in an attempt to save the 

plant from closing. 

SBLHS Regional Cancer Center 

is nearing completion and is expected 

to open its doors this September. 

Based upon supporting information 

provided us during development of 

the project, we would expect to see 

about 500kW load and 3 million 

additional kWh, about a 1% increase 

in total sales.  

Attached is an artist’s rendering 

of the proposed Sarah Bush Lincoln 

Health Cardiology Center to be 

added to the campus at the hospital. 

Included is notice that the expansion 

has been approved by the state. Th e 

addition, we estimate, will add about 

600kW to our load and result in sale 

of an additional 3.5 million kWh 

annually, or 1.5 % growth.

State of Illinois Accounts

Payments of $50,000 plus have 

been received from the state, dimin-

ished the arrearages. Interest pay-

ments being received as well with 

more expected.

VMI/VOI (Vendor Managed 

Inventory/Vendor Owned Inventory)

Cutover is complete and inven-

tory operations are now accomplished 

by Anixter. We are in the process of 

fi nalizing the fi rst purchase order with 

Anixter which will likely amount to 

$185,000 cash to CMEC. Still work-

ing to complete transformer transfer 

and sales to insure continuity.

LED Lighting

821 LED security lights have 

been installed replacing a like number 

of high pressure sodium and mercury 

vapor lights.

Engineering

GIS (Geographic Information 

Systems) Project

• Currently over 20,000 poles are 

plotted with attributes

• In addition to data input 

from mile books and integration 

with NISC, we have been adding 

considerable other information such 

as complete information on each 

location and device for CMEC 

Connect, metering diagrams for 3 

phase accounts, switching procedures. 

We are fi nding more and more means 

to use the system/process

    • Presently, Lake Land College 

and CMEC are developing news 

releases and stories for publication 

describing the collaboration on the 

project and how other businesses may 

benefi t from a similar approach

    • Staff  of the project are growing 

in knowledge and experience daily; 

Shaun Vester, our GIS Consultant, 

is extremely capable in both IT and 

GIS and contributes in multiple ways 

to CMEC; our interns, Chris and 

Tim, will continue to work with us 

likely through the end of the year.

Field Engineering – working to 

stake the H4 and W1D/W1E Work 

Plan projects for completion by the 

end of 2016

Substation Transformer Testing 

– expect to complete transformer and 

regulator testing this fall; one-half of 

substations will undergo tests

Regulator Control Panels – pres-

ently evaluating panels to upgrade 

system controls; provides communica-

tion through our microwave ring.

Operations

Construction crews are replacing 

faulted underground primary cable in 

Meadowlake and South Shores; some 

still functioning old cable and some 

overhead primary spans are being 

replaced as we recognize failures have 

become more prevalent in the area

Materials are arriving for the 

transmission pole replacement project 

by PPI; poles are being stake-dropped 

and available for L.E. Meyers to 

begin work right after Labor Day. 

Tree crews are being reposi-

tioned to perform spot trimming as 

we’ve experienced increased “blinking 

lights” reports over the past several 

weeks; we’ll return to feeder trimming 

once tree growth has diminished this 

fall

Presently, line operations consist 

of 3 crews: a four man, a three man, 

and a two man crew; this set of crews 

has allowed much more fl exibility and 

effi  ciency in performing construction 

tasks

Contract has been devel-

oped with Transformer Disposal 

Inc. (TDI), a division of Emerald 

Transformer, to manage all aspects of 

our transformer disposal. It includes 

pickup, PCB testing, and documented 

disposal eliminating CMEC’s direct 

involvement and liability.

Information Technology

Addition of David Welsh as 

Engineering/SCADA technician 

has allowed us to perform many IT 

function in-house with assistance 

from outside sources; computers were 

upgraded to Windows 10 at no cost; 

use of iPads and iPhones with David’s 

support are being used by employees 

for greater access to information and 

data

Welsh to coordinate vendors on 

multiple projects – SCADA, regulator 

and capacitor installs, GIS integration 

with NISC

CMEC Connect

Currently updating specifi cations 

at each tower including documenta-

tion of devices, IP’s, power supply, 

wiring diagrams etc. Will be included 

in GIS for immediate access and 

diagnostic needs

An additional business class 

member was recently added – Bill 

Tapella

Working with DaVerse, and 

former employee Greg Gillespie, 

to ascertain metrics for CMEC 

Connect.

Ashmore and Fairgrange towers 

have had equipment problems; have 

plans underway to correct

Building

Replaced the fl agpole and 

installed new fl ags as the building 

construction has been completed

 Installed a new mailbox – at 

times members placed payment in our 

mailbox; this is a bit more secure
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New pole lights should be in 

place in the parking lot by the end of 

September

As lighting fails in the building, 

we are replacing fi xtures with LED 

lighting – just like LED security light-

ing, we see improved lighting, reduced 

usage and reduced maintenance  

Co-op Month

Month long eff ort to promote 

cooperatives and service

Calendar for CMEC

    • Canned food drive – all month 

long; donated to One Stop Christmas

    • Radio spot – Marketing/CEO

    • Wear Pink! – Fridays in collabo-

ration with SBLHS for Breast Cancer 

Awareness Month

    • CSR Appreciation Week 

– internal

    • Mattoon Chamber of 

Commerce Business Expo (sharing FB 

page event with Mattoon C of C

    • October 11th – Donuts/Coff ee 

for Members in the lobby

    • October 14th – Coop 

Connections Card Day

    • October 18th – Open House: 

Tour Your Cooperative

    • October 31st – Halloween Blood 

Driver with American Red Cross

Staff  and employees developed all 

the plans

 Th e Outage report was reviewed.

 State of Illinois accounts that are 

currently in arrears were reviewed.

 Motion was made by Uphoff  to go 

into Executive Session. Motion sec-

onded. Motion carried.

 Motion was made by Albin to come 

out of Executive Session. Motion sec-

onded. Motion passed.

 Motion was made by Uphoff  to 

adjourn. Motion seconded. Motion 

passed.

 

For Sale

 Cuisinart electric skillet (CSK-150), 15 X 12, 

non-stick cooking surface, new in box - $90; 

Pandora bangle bracelet (590713), sterling silver 

with small red heart charm, never worn - $40; 

Cuisinart compact deep fryer (CDF100), new in 

box - $40.  Call 217-433-6115.

 Potted trees and shrubs - apple, pear, bur oak, 

swamp white oak, red oak, sawtooth oak, chest-

nut, bald cypress, river birch, tulip poplar, hazel-

nut, silky dogwood, black chokeberry, American 

plum, American cranberry.  Great for wildlife 

habitat, farm, home, etc.  Call for current price 

list.  217-752-6829.

 Seasoned fi rewood:  cut into 16" - 20" logs.  6 1/2 

ft level pick-up bed - $33; 8 ft level bed - $38.  

Charleston.  Call 217-345-5048.

Th is is a free service off ered to CMEC members.

A Salute to Our 
Coles-Moultrie Veterans

Carla Bradbury, Service 

Representative

Illinois Air National Guard

1989-2000

Personnel Offi  cer

Dennis Ray, Field Engineer

Navy

1990-1995

Avionics Technician

Gordon Reynolds, Line 

Clearance Journeyman

Navy

1989-1994

Nuclear Electrician

Kim Leftwich, President/CEO
United States Air Force
1970-1978
Air National Guard/AF Reserve
1979-1995
Retired Lt. Colonel


