
Severe weather can sometimes cause damage to overhead 
power lines. �at damage could be noticeable — a downed 
line across an open road, for instance. However, it may not 
be as obvious if it is camou�aged by storm damage.  

In either case — whether you see a downed line or you suspect 
one could be hidden under debris or standing water — do not 
go near the area. Stay away and call 9-1-1, and a crew will be 
dispatched to deenergize the line. Warn others to stay away 
as well. 

Power lines and other electrical equipment do not have to be 
sparking, arcing (giving o� a �ame), or on �re to be energized.

STORMS CAN BRING

HIDDEN 
ELECTRICAL 
DANGERS 

Always assume a 
downed power line is 
energized, dangerous 

and deadly.

Outside

Never step into a �ooded basement or other standing water. 
�e water could be covering electrical outlets, appliances, 
or cords.

If your home’s electrical system has been damaged, water-
logged or otherwise compromised, have it thoroughly 
inspected by a professional electrician before using any 
electricity (inside or out). 

Learn more at:

At Home
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