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Ensuring reliability as power

supply tightens

You expect reliable and affordable electricity
from your electric cooperative, so how does
your co-op deliver on that promise?

A complex network of electric-
ity generators and tens of thou-
sands of miles of electrical
lines work together to ensure
that enough electricity is
available on the coldest win-
ter morning and during the
dog days of summer.

What happens when the
demand for power overwhelms
the ability to provide it? That’s a
particularly vexing question given the
transition taking place in how electricity is
produced and shared across this network.

'The key to meeting the energy needs so
essential to your quality of life is balancing elec-
tricity supply with demand. While that may
sound simple, there is a complex web of facilities
and organizations that work together to make it
happen every second of each day.

Regional transmission organizations coor-
dinate, control and monitor the electric grid
across several states in a region. Think of them
as energy traffic managers on an interstate high-
way system, regulating the number of cars — in
this case, electricity — and their destination.

Even so, on some days there is high risk an
imbalance in that system occurring that could
lead to rolling power interruptions or black-
outs—so-called “max-gen” events. In those
cases, supply is on the verge of not being able to
keep up. In the Midcontinent region comprised
of 15 states, there were six max-gen events from
2006-2016. Since 2016, there have been 15,
including three last July and August alone.

Simply, that’s because power plants that gen-
erate electricity are being closed faster than
new producers come online. In most cases,

traditional large-scale power suppliers such as
coal and nuclear plants are being closed and
replaced by intermittent renewable
power resources on a smaller scale.
And this gap is closing more
quickly despite the develop-
ment of new natural gas-
fueled power plants.
As more electric utilities
pursue zero- or low-car-
bon initiatives by 2035 and
beyond, this challenge will
grow more complex. So, what’s
the answer?

Electric cooperatives and others in
the energy sector will continue to develop
renewable options and pursue new technolo-

gies. But absent new large-scale alternatives
and advances in energy storage, the stalwarts of
today’s energy fleet—coal and nuclear energy
facilities—must continue to operate in many
regions. In some, they remain the most cost-
effective options for producing electricity.

In some parts of the country traditional dis-
patchable power resources provided over 90%
of the needed energy during the February 2021
freezing temperatures.

“We have a diverse portfolio of power
resources that keep the lights on for Spoon
River Electric Members that include both inter-
mittent renewable and traditional dispatchable
resources. The lights cannot be kept on 24/7
without the traditional dispatchable resources
given today’s technology. Recall, Texans expe-
rienced blackouts during the February cold-
snap. 'This should be a real concern for everyone
as we transition to new technology. We cannot
get policy ahead of technology if we are going
to keep the lights on 24/7 with the same con-
sumer service reliability of the past,” said Bill

Dodds, President/CEQO.
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Spoon River Electric
Cooperative —
By the Numbers

Miles of line energized: 1,272
Number of members served: 5,022

Number of power poles
in territory: 29,361
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THANK A
LINEWORKER!

This month, we’re recognizing lineworkers for the
amazing job they do to make sure we have electricity!
Think about all the ways you use electricity every day.
Do you use a phone, watch TV, play video games or
turn on lights? You’re able to do a// of these things
because of lineworkers.

Energy

Below is space to write a short thank you note to your local lineworkers. Write your
note, then ask an adult to help you send it back to us so we can share it with our crews.

WE O OUR
LINEWORKERS

Send your note to the mailing address below or snap a photo with your

phone and email it to us!

Spoon River Electric Cooperative
930 South Fifth Ave, PO Box 340, Canton, IL 61520
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Slow down, look around
Work Zone Awareness Week April 26-30

Although road maintenance
crews come to mind when thinking
of orange directional signs and work
zones, other workers perform job
duties near the road as well, including
utility and tree-trimming crews.

Streets and highways are lined
with power poles and electrical
equipment, and narrow roadways often
require crews like ours to place their
equipment in traffic lanes. Their work
is often taken for granted but benefits
us all; and, like everyone, they deserve

a safe workplace. Be alert to utility To help keep roadside crews safe: + Minimize distractions. Avoid

crews and other work zone workers for  Keep a safe distance between your activities such as operating a radio,

their safety as well as yours. vehicle and traffic barriers, trucks, applying makeup and eating
According to the National construction equipment and workers. while driving.

Work Zone Safety Information * Be patient. Traffic delays are some-

Clearinghouse, 672 fatal crashes and times unavoidable, so allow time for Don’t make the jobs of road workers,

755 deaths occurred in work zone unexpected setbacks in your schedule.  utility crews, tree trimmers and others

crashes in 2018. Of those fatalities, * Obey all signs and road crew flag who work near traffic more dangerous.

124 were workers. Many other work instructions. Slow down when approaching a work

zone crashes result in injuries. An * Merge early and be courteous to zone and move over for first responders

estimated 123,000 work zone crashes other drivers. and work crews on the side of the road.

occurred in 2018, resulting in 45,000 * Use your headlights at dusk and 'This helps keep you safe as well.

people injured. during inclement weather. Drive safely.

WHAT DOES A LINEWBRKER DE?

On any given day or night, in all kinds of weather conditions, lineworkers install
and maintain overhead and underground electrical systems.

We entrust our lineworkers with your safety, so they hold a very important job.
We also rely on their expertise to power our world.

SAFETY COMES FIRST

Lineworkers must commit to safety above all else for the benefit of those they serve
(you!), fellow crew members and themselves. They spend thousands of hours in
safety trainings each year and must learn and apply numerous safety regulations.

THEY ARE SPECIALLY TRAINED T0:

ice power lines in areas inaccessible by trucks.
ess and repair overhead lines.
ipment.
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SPOONRIVER—, ATTENTION 2020-2021 SENIORS!

Your Touchstone Energy® Cooperative ﬂ

g

Spoon River Electric Cooperative Is Awarding
Three 51,000 Scholarships to High School Seniors

High school students who are seniors during the 2020-2021 school year and are the son or daughter of a Spoon River Electric
member are eligible to apply for a $1,000 Scholastic Scholarship, a $1,000 Honorary Scholarship, and the $1,000 Scott Parrish
Memorial Scholarship, which will be awarded at this year’s Annual Meeting.

Please fill out the form at the bottom of the page and return it to the Cooperative to participate. Applications must be turned in
by May 14, 2021 to be considered. Please see official rules and descriptions of scholarships below.

OFFICIAL RULES

m Applying students and their parent/legal guardian must be present at the Annual Meeting to win.

B Students must be a son or daughter of a Spoon River Electric Cooperative Member.

B Students must be a high school senior during the 2020-2021 school year and begin college undergraduate studies in the
2021-2022 school year. Students must plan on attending a two-year or four-year accredited college or university, including
vocational/technical schools.

B Scholarship winners must be full-time students (at least 12 hours) during the 2021-2022 academic year.

B Scholarships are for one year and are non-renewable.

B Past Spoon River Electric Cooperative scholarship winners are not eligible to receive another one.

SCHOLASTIC AND SCOTT PARRISH MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIPS

B The Scholastic and Scott Parrish Memorial Scholarships will be awarded based on an application detailing GPA, college entrance
test scores, work and volunteer experience, participation in school and community activities, and a biographical statement.

B Semi-finalists will be notified by mail with a time and place for a personal interview.

B Those not chosen as semi-finalists for the Scholastic and Parrish Scholarships will be automatically placed in the Honorary
Scholarship drawing.

HONORARY SCHOLARSHIP

B The Honorary Scholarship will be awarded by a drawing as students are recognized at the Annual Meeting.
B All applicants are eligible for the Honorary Scholarship drawing except the Scholastic and Parrish Scholarship winners.

-
’/ﬁsiﬂggﬂoﬁ,m%B Scholarship Participation Request

Your Touchstone Energy® Cooperative ﬂ

Name of Student Return To: Taryn Mellert
Address of Student Spoon River Electric Cooperative
PO Box 340
fP i
Name of Parent/Guardian Canton, 1L, 61520
Telephone Number 647-2700
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