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Thank a Lineworker
 If you were asked to associate 
an image or a person with Egyptian 
Electric Cooperative, you would 
probably picture a lineworker. One 
of the most visible employees of the 
co-op, lineworkers, work tirelessly 
to ensure our community receives 
uninterrupted power 24/7. 
 “Lineworkers” are listed as one 
of the top 10 most dangerous jobs 
in the U.S. This is understandable 
as they perform detailed tasks near 
high-voltage power lines. Regardless 
of the time of day, having to brave 
stormy or icy weather  or other chal-
lenging conditions, lineworkers must 
climb 30-plus feet in the air, often 
carrying heaving equipment to get 
the job done. 
 Being a lineworker is not a glam-
orous or easy profession. It takes 
years of specialized training, ongoing 
 education and dedication.  Equally 

important is their sense of safety, ser-
vice and commitment. How else can 
you explain the willingness to leave 
the comfort of your home to tackle a 
challenging job in di�  cult conditions  
when most are sheltering comfort-
ably at home? This dedication to 
the cooperative and our members 
is truly what sets them apart. That’s 
why  cooperatives  nationwide set 
aside the second Monday in April to 
celebrate and recognize the men and 
women who work around the clock 
to keep the lights on. 26-21-0015
 While lineworkers make up 
nearly 40 percent of the workforce at 
Egyptian Electric, it is important to 
note that there are also other highly 
skilled professionals working behind 
the scenes. Engineers provide 
ongoing expertise and guidance 
on the operations side of the co-op. 
Member service representatives 

are always standing by to take your 
calls and questions.  Accountants are 
responsible for keeping and analyz-
ing the co-op's � nancial records. Our 
information technology expert is 
continuously monitoring our system 
to help safeguard sensitive data. 
These are just a few of the folks who 
work together to ensure  deliver y of 
the service and reliability you expect 
and deserve. 
 We are proud of our dedicated 
and beloved lineworkers who repre-
sent Egyptian Electric Cooperative . 
 They deserve all the appreciation 
and accolades that come their way 
everyday, and especially on April 12 - 
Lineworker Appreciation Day. Please 
join us in thanking them for their 
exceptional service.  We hope you 
know that you have an entire team 
working behind the scenes whose 
commitment to service runs deep! 
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Board of Directors
Paul Pyatt, President

Paul Hicks, Vice-President
Kevin Liefer, Secretary-Treasurer

Rick Asaturian
Kevin Bame

Randall Campbell
Ken Jarrett
Steve Prest

1732 Finney Road
Murphysboro, IL 62966

Business hours/After hours
800-606-1505

24/7 Automated Pay-by-Phone
844-759-3977

O�  ce hours 8 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. M-F
www.eeca.coop

Shane Hermetz
General Manager

Choose your payment option!
• At our o�  ce lobby, drive-thru, 

drop-box, or payment kiosk
• Mail to: 1732 Finney Road, 

Murphysboro, IL 62966
• Set up recurring bank draft or 

credit card payments
• Use SmartHub portal, online 

or mobile app
• By phone at (844) 759-3977, using 

credit card or checking account
• O� -site kiosks located at 2301 N 

Reed Station Pkwy in Carbondale 
and 1306 N Market in Sparta

MEMBER
PRIZES

Every month we will have three map location numbers 
hidden throughout our Egyptian Electric News section. 
If you � nd your location number, that corresponds to 
the one on your bill, call our o�  ce and identify yourself 
and the page that it is on and you will win a $10 credit 
on your next electric bill.

Th� sday, July 15
Egyptian Elec	 ic

C� p� ative's
Annual Meeting

Our o�  ce will be closed
Friday, April 2nd in observance 

of Good Friday.
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LINEWORKERS
BRING THE LIGHT. 

Lineworker Appreciation Day
On April 12, remember to

#ThankALineworker.

Energy Efficiency 
Tip of the Month

Some manufacturers set 
water heater thermostats 
at 140 degrees, but most 
households usually only 
require them to be set at 
120 degrees.  
 
Consider lowering your 
water heater’s temperature 
to save energy and 
slow mineral buildup 
in the heater and 
pipes. 

Source: www.energy.gov

Slow down, look around
Work Zone Awareness Week April 26–30
 Although road maintenance 
crews come to mind when thinking 
of orange directional signs and work 
zones, other workers perform job du-
ties near the road as well, including 
utility and tree-trimming crews. 
 Streets and highways are lined 
with power poles and electrical 
equipment, and narrow roadways 
often require crews like ours to place 
their equipment in tra�  c lanes. Their 
work is often taken for granted but 
bene� ts us all; and, like everyone, 
they deserve a safe workplace. Be 
alert to utility crews and other work 
zone workers for their safety as well 
as yours.
 According to the National 
Work Zone Safety Information 
Clearinghouse, 672 fatal crashes
and 755 deaths occurred in work 
zone crashes in 2018. Of those fatali-
ties, 124 were workers. Many other 
work zone crashes result in injuries. 
An estimated 123,000 work zone 
crashes occurred in 2018, resulting in 
45,000 people injured.

To help keep roadside crews safe:
• Keep a safe distance between your 

vehicle and tra�  c barriers, trucks, 
construction equipment and 
workers.

• Be patient. Tra�  c delays are 
sometimes unavoidable, so allow 
time for unexpected setbacks in 
your schedule.

• Obey all signs and road crew � ag 
instructions.

• Merge early and be courteous to 
other drivers.

• Use your headlights at dusk and 

during inclement weather.
• Minimize distractions. Avoid 

activities such as operating a radio, 
applying makeup and eating while 
driving.

 Don’t make the jobs of road 
workers, utility crews, tree trimmers 
and others who work near tra�  c 
more dangerous. Slow down when 
approaching a work zone and move 
over for � rst responders and work 
crews on the side of the road.
 This helps keep you safe as well. 
Drive safely.
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Confirm that all a�ected
utilities have responded to
your request by comparing the
marks to the list of utilities the
8-1-1 call center notified.

your request by comparing the
marks to the list of utilities the
8-1-1 call center notified.

Call 8-1-1 or make a
request online two
to three days before
your work begins. The
operator will notify
the utilities a�ected
by your project.

2-3
Wait two to three days for
a�ected utilities to respond
to your request. They will
send a locator to mark any
underground utility lines.

Respect the markers
provided by the a�ected
utilities. The markers
are your guide for the
duration of your project.

If you can’t avoid digging
near the markers (within
18-24 inches on all sides,
depending on state laws),
consider moving your
project location.

TWO-THIRDS PAGE
4.625 X 10

5 STEPS FOR SAFE DIGGING

Source: call811.com 

1. NOTIFY

2. WAIT

4. RESPECT

5. DIG CAREFULLY

3. CONFIRM 

Working on an outdoor project? Careless digging poses a threat to 
people, pipelines and underground facilities. Always call 8-1-1 first. 
Here are five easy steps for safe digging:

Steps for safe digging
 Spring is just around the corner, 
and there’s never been a more excit-
ing time to get outside and enjoy 
the fresh air. Perhaps you’re making 
plans for a new garden or a lawn 
makeover. However, remember to 
keep safety in mind for all projects––
especially those that require digging. 
 Most of us never think about the 
electric, gas, water and other utility 
lines buried below the ground, but 
hitting one of these lines while 
digging is not the reminder you’ll 
want––trust us! Egyptian Electric 
Cooperative reminds all members 
who are planning a digging project 
to call 811 two to three business 
days before you start, or you can 
submit a request online by visiting 
illinois1call.com. Here’s how the 
process works. 24-13-0007
 After you call 811 or submit your 
request online, all a� ected utilities 
will be noti� ed of your intent to dig. 
It may take the utilities a few days 
to get to your request, so please be 
patient. The companies that have 
utilities in your area will send some-
one out to mark the buried lines with 
paint and/or � ags. Before you break 
ground, con� rm that all the utilities 
have responded to your request. If 
you placed your request by phone, 
use the process explained by your 
811 call center representative. If you 
submitted your request online, refer 
to your 811 center ticket to con� rm 
all details.
 By taking this important step 
before you break ground on your 
project, you can help protect not 
only yourself but utility workers, 
surrounding neighbors and in some 
cases, those miles away. Disrupting 
an underground utility line can 
not only interrupt your service, but 
service to others, injuries to work-
ers and even unnecessary costs for 
repairs. So, remember to call 811 � rst 
and know what’s below. 49-05-0018
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