
What is benefi cial electrifi cation?
If you’re like most Americans, you’re 

interested in saving money on 
energy costs and in doing your part 
to help the environment. Wouldn’t it 
be great if you could do both? Well, 
you can! It’s through a concept called 
“bene� cial electri� cation.” � is utility 
industry term means the innovations in 
energy technologies are creating new 
ways to use electricity instead of on-site 
fossil fuels, such as propane, natural gas 
and fuel oil, in a way that reduces over-
all emissions and energy costs. 
 In essence, by virtue of being plugged 
into the grid, the environmental perfor-
mance of electric devices improves over 
time. As Western Illinois Electrical 
Coop. and other utilities shift to more 
options that include renewable energy 
sources to make existing generation 
technologies cleaner, electricity will 
require less fossil fuel per kilowatt-hour 
of energy produced. 5815-19
 Here’s how this concept impacts 
you. It means electric appliances 
such as water heaters, clothes dryers, 
ovens and even lawn care equipment 
have the potential to become greener. 
When Western Illinois Electrical 
Coop. takes advantage of advances 
in technology and the market at the 
generation point (how the electricity is 
produced), it means those e�  ciencies 
are inherently passed along to you, the 
consumer-member. 

Electricity is getting cleaner
 Because large appliances have a 
typical lifespan of about 10 years, it 
means you are able to bene� t from the 

� exibility of the grid in addition to the 
increased e�  ciency of the particular 
appliance. In other words, the high 
e�  ciency electric oven you have today 
could be powered by renewable sources 
in the future. � is would not be the 
case with gas appliances where you are 

essentially locked into the technology 
of that gas appliance for its lifespan. 
 As WIEC taps into more renewable 
options in the future, your electric appli-
ance has the potential to become greener 
and more energy e�  cient. � e only way 
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS
 Kent Flesner —  

 President, West Point
 Mark Burling —  

 Vice President, Carthage
 Janet Spory —  

 Secretary/Treasurer, Sutter
 William Newton —  

 Assistant Secretary/Treasurer,  
 Burnside
 Rob Gronewold —  

 Director, Carthage
 Kim Gullberg —  

 Director, Stronghurst
 Jay Morrison — 

 Director, Niota

STAFF
 Todd Grotts — General Manager
 Ryan Biery — Manager  

 of Operations
 Wendi Whitaker — Finance and  

 Accounting Manager

MAP LOCATION CONTEST
Every month we are printing four 
members’ map location numbers in the 
newsletter. If you �nd your map location 
number call the WIEC o�ce by the 25th 
of the following month, tell us where it is 
and we will give you a $10.00 bill credit. 
Keep on reading the WIEC News.

you would be able to bene�t from this 
trend is through an electric appliance.

Small steps to help the environment
 For consumers and homeowners 
looking for environmentally friendly 
options, choosing electric appliances, 
tools and cars over those powered 
by fossil fuels is an easy solution. 
Whether through electric lawn 
mowers, blowers and weed whackers 
(plug-in or rechargeable) or through 
electric water heaters and other 
appliances, bene�cial electri�cation is 
a means to reducing greenhouse gases 
and helps our environment. It can 
translate into a better quality of life. 
For example, when you can trade the 
loud rumble of a gas-powered mower 
for the quiet e�ciency of electric 
versions, you eliminate the exhaust 
emissions and the unpleasant noise. 

How we’re doing our part to help  
the environment
 As the overall energy sector 
continues to evolve, Western Illinois 
Electrical Coop. is striving to 

take advantage of the advances in 
technology and the opportunities of 
the market as they become available. 
�is means WIEC can leverage the 
�exibility of the grid to o�er a wider 
range of renewable power selections as 
we continue to bring safe, reliable and 
a�ordable power to our community. 
 We also promote energy e�ciency 
and save you money with our electric 
water heater rebate program and reduced 
geothermal and electric heat rates. 
 We care about our community 
because we live here too. I hope you’ll 
reach out to Western Illinois Electrical 
Coop., your trusted energy partner, to 
discuss bene�cial electri�cation options 
and to learn about ways to reduce your 
energy use. When you participate in 
the energy e�ciency programs and 
incentives we o�er, you’re doing your 
part to save energy and better our 
environment. While each member’s 
reduction might be small, together, they 
can lead to signi�cant savings of money 
and emissions. �at means a brighter 
future for all. 561-43
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Welcome New Members

December
2020

“My parents instilled in me 
the search for knowledge 

and a positive outlook,” says WIEC 
Director Bill Newton. His mother 
taught him to always ask why and to 
question things around him. �ese 
characteristics have served Bill, and 
the co-op, well over the years. 
 WIEC Board members are 
encouraged to attend trainings and 
educational events covering a broad 
range of topics relevant to the electric 
industry. Bill is one of our most-
highly trained board members and 
truly enjoys the opportunity to learn 
and grow his knowledge in an attempt 
to better serve WIEC members. 
 Bill has traveled thousands of miles 
and participated in hundreds of hours 
of meetings on behalf of you, WIEC’s 
members. In addition to his seat on 
the WIEC Board of Directors, Bill 
also serves as a delegate, representing 
WIEC’s interests, on the Board of 
Directors for Prairie Power, Inc. 
(WIEC’s wholesale power supplier.) 
 He has also been very active in 
legislative advocacy for Western 
Illinois Electrical Coop. through 
ACRE (the Action Committee for 
Rural Electri�cation), the political 
action committee for co-ops. 
He’s been a member and strong 
supporter of ACRE since 1999. 
Bill also participates in the annual 
NRECA Legislative Conference 
in Washington, D.C., as well as 
the Illinois Electric Cooperative 
Lobby Day in Spring�eld, helping to 
educate legislative leaders on electric 
cooperatives and the issues they face.
 Serving since June of 1994, Bill 
Newton has been on the Board of 
Directors for Western Illinois Electrical 
Coop. for almost 27 years. Bill is proud 
to be a director for WIEC. He feels 
that the employees are the best asset 
the co-op has. “�e employees take 
a certain personal ownership taking 
care of the needs of the co-op and its 
members,” says Bill. “It’s a great group 
to be associated with.” 6615-32

Bear, Hanna & Samuel
Dowdall, Gred

Eisenmayer, 
�omas (Tony) & Linda

Leinbach, Chad & Christina
Scheetz, Gloria & Alan

Valhalla Land Holdings, LLC.

Spring Forward… 
Daylight Saving Time will 
begin on March 14 this year. 
Remember to move your  
clocks ahead by one hour.

Left to right: Former WIEC Managers Tommie Long and Paul Dion, former WIEC 
board member Dave Biery, and Bill Newton.

2018 NRECA Legislative Conference with Representative Darin LaHood

Bill Newton – Director for District 2
Starting with this issue and continuing over the next few months, we’ll spotlight each 
member serving on the Western Illinois Electrical Coop. Board of Directors. They’re a  
selfless group of individuals who respectfully work together to guide the co-op in  
making the best decisions for each and every WIEC member.

Director Spotlight
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Director nomination
and election process

In accordance with Article IV, 
Section 4, of your cooperative’s 

bylaws, a nominating committee must 
be appointed between 30 and 120 
days prior to the Annual Meeting of 
Members ( June 24, 2021). 6515-26
 Directors shall be elected by and from 
the membership by ballot and shall serve 
for a term of three years, or until their 
successors shall have been elected and 
quali� ed. � e three-year terms of the 
Directors from Districts 6 and 7 expired 
last year and the terms of the Directors 
from Districts 1, 2 and 3 expire this 
year. Since no annual meeting was 
held during 2020 due to COVID-19, 
Directors from all � ve of these Districts 
will be up for nomination.
 District 6, currently represented 
by Robert Gronewold, is Augusta, 
St. Mary’s, Hancock and Harmony 
Townships in Hancock County, Illinois. 
 District 7, currently represented by 
Janet Spory, is Wythe, Wilcox, Rocky 
Run and Walker Townships 
in Hancock County, Illinois.
 District 1, currently represented 
by Kim Gullberg, is all of the coop-
erative’s service area in Henderson 
County, Illinois.

 District 2, currently represented by 
William R. Newton, is Appanoose, 
Montebello and Sonora Townships in 
Hancock County, Illinois.
 District 3, currently represented 
by Jay D. Morrison, is LaHarpe, 
Durham, Rock Creek, Pontoosuc and 
Dallas Townships in Hancock County 
as well as Blandinsville Township in 
McDonough County, Illinois.
  � e nominating committee 
must post a list of nominations at 
the cooperative o�  ce at least 20 
days before the annual meeting. 
Any 15 cooperative members 
may act together and nominate 
another member by petition. � ese 
nominations will be posted with 
those made by the nominating 
committee. Nominations made by 
petition at least 10 days before the 
annual meeting will be included on 
the o�  cial ballot. Nominations by 
petition less than 10 days before 
the annual meeting will be treated 
as nominations from the � oor. � e 
chairman shall call for additional 
nominations from the � oor at the 
annual meeting. No member may 
nominate more than one candidate.

Energy 
Efficiency 
Tip of the Month

Don’t keep your 
refrigerator too cold. 
The Department of 
Energy recommends 
a temperature 
setting of 35 to 38 
degrees for the fresh 
food compartment 
and zero degrees for 
the freezer.  
 
Make 
sure the 
refrigerator 
doors are 
sealed airtight 
to maximize 
efficiency. 

Source: 
www.energy.gov

� e current WIEC board of directors from left: Janet Spory, Jay Morrison, Mark 
Burling, General Manager Todd Grotts, Kent Flesner, Kim Gullberg, William 
Newton and Robert Gronewold.

Director nomination
and 
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