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President's Report $2,500 donated to area food 
pantries through Spoon River 
 �e Spoon River Electric Operation Round-Up 
committee recently donated $2,500 to �ve local 
food pantries within our service territory and 
$1,500 to the VIT High School science lab. 
Pantries donated to include the Cuba Food Pantry, 
1st Baptist Church of Canton Food Pantry, St. 
Mary’s Food Pantry of Canton, Glasford United 
Methodist Church Food Pantry, and the Bushnell 
Area Ministerial Association Food Pantry. 
 �e Spoon River Electric Operation Round-Up 
committee has been fortunate to continue 
donating to local organizations and food pantries 
throughout the service territory. We hope to be 
able to visit all our organizations again soon!
 �ese donations are made possible by the 
generous members of Spoon River Electric who 

voluntarily make the decision each month to 
“round up” their electric bill to the next dollar 
and donating this “extra change” directly to 
the Operation Round-Up Program. All funds 
collected are donated back into our communities 
as charitable grants. �e average donation a 
member makes annually ranges from $6 to $12.
 For more information about the Operation 
Round-Up Program, visit our website: srecoop.org 
under the Operation Round-Up tab or call Taryn 
at 309-647-2700.

*Important note: if you know of a food pantry in 
need at this time, please contact Taryn at Spoon 
River Electric.
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By the Numbers
Miles of line energized: 1,272

Number of members served: 5,022
Number of power poles 

in territory: 29,361
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1 DOWN: Use a _____   _____ with an on/o� switch when powering 
multiple electronics to easily manage energy use. 

2 ACROSS: For devices that require batteries, use ______ ones, which 
are more cost-e�ective and environmentally friendly. 

3 DOWN: Unplug electronic products, like ______, when you’re not using them. 

4 DOWN: Electronics that include the ENERGY STAR® _______ are the most
energy e�cient. 

5 ACROSS: Many ______ come with a sleep mode or power management 
feature, which can save $30 on annual energy costs.

WORD BANK:
label
chargers
computers
rechargeable 
power strip

ELECTRONICS 
EFFICIENCY 
CROSSWORD PUZZLE
Did you know there are ways you can reduce your electronics 
energy use? Complete the crossword puzzle below to learn 
about electronics e�ciency.

ANSWER KEY1.DOWN: POWER 
STRIP  

2.ACROSS: 
RECHARGEABLE  

3.DOWN:
CHARGERS 

4.DOWN: 
LABEL  

5.ACROSS: 
COMPUTERS

2 3 4

1

5
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Three electrifying kitchen appliances 
to save time and energy
 Whether your oven and stove top 
are powered by gas or electricity, it’s no 
secret that they consume more energy 
than smaller countertop appliances, 
like slow cookers and toaster ovens. In 
addition to e�  ciency, smaller kitchen 
appliances can provide faster cooking 
times and less hassle with cleanup. 
 If you’re looking for convenient 
cooking methods with the added bonus 
of energy e�  ciency, here are three 
electrifying appliances for your kitchen.

�  Air fryers 
 Air fryers are becoming increasingly 
popular, and consumers have a lot 
of good things to say about these 
handy little appliances. Air fryers use 
convection to circulate hot air and 
cook the food – this means little to no 
oil is required, resulting in healthier 
meals than those from traditional 
fryers. Air fryers are fairly small, so 
they won’t take up much of your 
counter space, and with everything 
cooked in the fryer, cleanup will be 
a breeze. Air fryers are available in a 
variety of sizes, and prices range from 
$40 to $200-plus. 

�  Electric griddles
 While they have certainly been around for a while, electric griddles o er 
many bene� ts for any home chef (beyond bacon and eggs!). Griddles are 
convenient because you can cook everything at once – like a “one-pan” meal, 
and the possibilities are endless. From fajitas to sandwiches to French toast, 
griddles can help satisfy any taste buds. � ey consume small amounts of 
energy and provide quick cooking times, so your energy bill will thank you. 
Prices and sizes for griddles vary, but you can typically � nd one for about $30 
at local retail stores. 

�  Pizza makers
 Pizza brings people together, so why not consider a pizza maker for 
your kitchen? � ese compact, countertop machines are an inexpensive 
alternative to a costly brick oven, and they use less energy than your 
traditional oven. Choose your own fresh ingredients to whip up a faster, 
healthier pizza at home. Plus, most pizza makers are multifunctional and 
can be used to cook � atbreads, frittatas, quesadillas and more. You can 
purchase a pizza maker for 
about $30 to $150-plus 
online or at a local retailer. 
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Air fryers circulate hot air (convection) 
to cook the food. � is means little to no 
oil is required, resulting in healthier 
meals than those from traditional fryers. 
Photo Credit: Hamilton Beach

Electric griddles consume
 small amounts of energy and provide quick 

cooking times, so your energy bill will thank you. 
Photo Credit: Hamilton Beach

Pizza makers are compact 
and inexpensive, and they 
use less energy than your 
traditional oven. 
Photo Credit: Hamilton Beach

 � ese are just a few electrifying appliance options for your kitchen. 
Remember, when you’re cooking a smaller meal, countertop appliances can 
save time and energy. 



ATTENTION 2020-2021 SENIORS!

Spoon River Electric Cooperative Is Awarding  
Three $1,000 Scholarships to High School Seniors

High school students who are seniors during the 2020-2021 school year and are the son or daughter of a Spoon River Electric 
member are eligible to apply for a $1,000 Scholastic Scholarship, a $1,000 Honorary Scholarship, and the $1,000 Scott Parrish 
Memorial Scholarship, which will be awarded at this year’s Annual Meeting.

by May 14, 2021

OFFICIAL RULES

 Applying students and their parent/legal guardian must be present at the Annual Meeting to win.
 Students must be a son or daughter of a Spoon River Electric Cooperative Member.
 Students must be a high school senior during the 2020-2021 school year and begin college undergraduate studies in the

2021-2022 school year. Students must plan on attending a two-year or four-year accredited college or university, including
vocational/technical schools.

 Scholarship winners must be full-time students (at least 12 hours) during the 2021-2022 academic year.
 Scholarships are for one year and are non-renewable.
 Past Spoon River Electric Cooperative scholarship winners are not eligible to receive another one.

SCHOLASTIC AND SCOTT PARRISH MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIPS


test scores, work and volunteer experience, participation in school and community activities, and a biographical statement.




Scholarship drawing.

HONORARY SCHOLARSHIP


 All applicants are eligible for the Honorary Scholarship drawing except the Scholastic and Parrish Scholarship winners.

Name of Student __________________________________________

Address of Student ________________________________________

Name of Parent/Guardian __________________________________

Telephone Number ________________________________________

Scholarship Participation Request

Return To: Taryn Mellert
Spoon River Electric Cooperative 

PO Box 340
Canton, IL 61520

647-2700
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