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Daylight Saving Time 
Begins March 14

 It is with great sadness that we 
announce that longtime director of 
member services, Willard Wiggers, 87, 
has passed away. He died on Wednes-
day, Jan. 12.
 Willard was hired in 1970 as mem-
ber services director after working as a 
district manager for Massey Ferguson 
Inc., of Spring� eld, Ill., and prior to 
that, employed at Texaco, Inc. He 
retired from the co-op in 1998.
 He spent many years helping mem-
bers manage their electric usage, pro-
moting energy e�  ciency, and handling 
the cooperative member publications. 
He was involved with several civic 
organizations such as the Waterloo 
Optimist Club, Master Mason, 

Shriner, past member of 
the Waterloo Chamber 
of Commerce, Re-
gional Commerce and 
Growth Association 
and the Monroe 
County Fair Board. 
After retiring from 
the cooperative, Wil-
lard worked and then 
retired from C&S Test-
ing in Waterloo.
 Willard was a great family 
man, loving father and the kind of 
person who never met a stranger. 
He was a trusted friend to many 
acquaintances in the Monroe County 
area. He remained involved with the 

community even after his 
cooperative retirement in 

1998.
 He was preceded 
in death by his wife 
Marion, son Charles 
Wiggers, a step-
daughter and a 

grandson. 
 Willard is survived 

by his son, Henry Wig-
gers of Waterloo, one step-

son and one stepdaughter along 
with six grandchildren.

We offer our deepest sympath ies
to Willard ’s family!
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Obernagel earns
Director Gold Certificate
 Recently, your board 
president, George Oberna-
gel, reached a milestone by 
achieving his Director Gold 
Certi� cate. George was pre-
sented with his certi� cate by 
President/CEO Alan Wattles 
at the Jan. 27 board meeting. 
 Director Gold credential 
recognizes directors committed 
to continuing their education 
beyond the CCD (Creden-
tialed Cooperative Director Certif-
icate) and BLC (Board Leadership 
Certi� cate) to improve their ability 
to serve as your directors.

 � ank you, George for your 
commitment to your cooperative - 
and congratulations!
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 If you’re like most Americans, 
you’re interested in saving money on 
energy costs and in doing your part 
to help the environment. Wouldn’t it 
be great if you could do both? Well, 
you can! It’s through a concept called 
“bene� cial electri� cation.” � is utility 
industry term means the innovations 
in energy technologies are creating 
new ways to use electricity instead of 
on-site fossil fuels, such as propane, 
natural gas and fuel oil, in a way that 
reduces overall emissions and energy 
costs. 
 In essence, by virtue of being 
plugged into the grid, the envi-
ronmental performance of electric 
devices improves over time. As 
Monroe County Electric Cooperative 
(MCEC) and other utilities shift to 
more options that include renew-
able energy sources to make existing 
generation technologies cleaner, elec-
tricity will require less fossil fuel per 
kilowatt-hour of energy produced. 
 Here’s how this concept impacts 
you. It means electric appliances 
such as water heaters, clothes dryers, 
ovens and even lawn care equipment 
have the potential to become greener. 
When MCEC takes advantage of 
advances in technology and the mar-
ket at the generation point (how the 
electricity is produced), it means those 
e�  ciencies are inherently passed along 
to you, the consumer-member. 

Electricity is getting cleaner
 Because large appliances have a 
typical lifespan of about 10 years, it 
means you can bene� t from the � ex-
ibility of the grid in addition to the 
increased e�  ciency of the appliance. 
In other words, the high e�  ciency 
electric oven you have today could 
be powered by renewable sources in 
the future. � is would not be the case 
with gas appliances where you are es-
sentially locked into the technology of 
that gas appliance for its lifespan. 
 As MCEC taps into more renew-
able options in the future, your electric 
appliance has the potential to become 
greener and more energy e�  cient. � e 
only way you would be able to bene� t 
from this trend is through an electric 
appliance.

Small steps to help the environment
 For consumers and homeowners 
looking for environmentally friendly 
options, choosing electric appliances, 
tools and cars over those powered 
by fossil fuels is an easy solution. 
Whether through electric lawn mow-
ers, blowers and weed whackers (plug-
in or rechargeable) or through electric 
water heaters and other appliances, 
bene� cial electri� cation is a means to 
reducing greenhouse gases and helps 
our environment. It can translate into 
a better quality of life. For example, 
when you can trade the loud rumble 
of a gas-powered mower for the quiet 
e�  ciency of electric versions, you 

eliminate the exhaust emissions and 
the unpleasant noise. 

How we’re doing our part to help the 
environment
 As the overall energy sector con-
tinues to evolve, MCEC is striving 
to take advantage of the advances in 
technology and the opportunities of 
the market as they become available. 
� is means MCEC can leverage the 
� exibility of the grid to o� er a wider 
range of renewable power selections as 
we continue to bring safe, reliable and 
a� ordable power to our community. 
 We also promote energy e�  ciency 
through programs like our geothermal 
and heat pump rebate program, all 
electric rate discounts and electric 
water heater promotion. In addition, 
through our SmartHub app, we o� er 
our members the convenience and 
ability to manage and monitor their 
energy use. 
 We care about our community 
because we live here too. I hope you’ll 
reach out to MCEC, your trusted en-
ergy partner, to discuss available renew-
able energy options and to learn about 
ways to reduce your energy use. When 
you participate in the energy e�  ciency 
programs and incentives we o� er, you’re 
doing your part to save energy and 
better our environment. While each 
member’s reduction might be small, 
together, they can lead to signi� cant 
savings of money and emissions. � at 
means a brighter future for all.
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Meet the Directors
Amy Hoffmann Rohlfi ng

What is the most important duty of a director?
To me, the most important duty of a director is to pro-
vide insight and input on the successful management 
and strategies of the cooperative. We also need to keep 
the best interests of the members foremost in mind.

What has surprised you most about serving as a director?
What surprised me the most was the amount of 
educational opportunities available to get instructive 
information to be an e� ective director.

What is your projection of the future for the cooperative?
I believe Monroe County Electric Cooperative will 
remain strong and sustainable for a very long time.

What person has had the greatest impact on your life and 
why?
I can’t say there has been just one person who has had 
a signi� cant impact on my life. As a child, my father 
provided guidance. As a young person, one of my 
bosses provided supervision that in  uenced my work 
ethic. And as an adult, my brother-in-law guided me 
through many of life’s challenges, all of which had an 
impact on the person I am today.

How do you like to spend your free time?
Reading, cooking/baking, 
gardening and home 
decorating.

MCEC line outages - December 2020
Date Duration # Out Map Location Cause Desc Substation

12/11/2020 1:50 14 Kern Rd Small Animals Or Birds Poe

12/15/2020 1:43 6 Blu�  Rd Corrosion Fountain

12/19/2020 3:11 137 Rt 159/Robinson School Rd Vehicles Or Machinery New Athens

12/23/2020 0:52 65 Kaskaskia Rd Other, Faulty Equipment Fults

12/29/2020 1:01 75 Five Forks Rd Vehicles Or Machinery New Athens

12/29/2020 1:38 44 Hertel Rd Other, Faulty Equipment East Carondelet

MCEC line outages - January 2021
Date Duration # Out Map Location Cause Desc Substation

1/25/2021 1:36 6 Old Farm Rd/Rt 158 Other, Deterioration Millstadt

6132 State Rt. 3 • P.O. Box 128 • Waterloo, Illinois 62298
618-939-7171 • 800-757-7433
Office hours: Monday through Friday 7:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

MARCH 2021 • ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING 20C



When floods happen, news reports often show 
homeowners and reporters standing in or rowing 
through flood waters.

This is a BAD IDEA. Flood waters can cover downed power 
lines or other electrical hazards, and the combination of 
water and electricity can cause shock or electrocution. 

Here are some safety reminders:

• Never enter flood waters; this includes on foot or by 
any other means such as a boat or canoe.

• Electrical hazards such as downed power lines could 
be lurking underneath the standing water.

• Do not enter a flooded basement if water could be 
covering outlets, appliances, or electrical cords.

• Do not touch electrical equipment such as wires, 
switches or fuses if you are wet or standing in water 
or on a damp surface.

Cleaning up can also be dangerous:

• Downed and deadly power lines can be hiding 
under branches and debris.

• Do not use electric yard tools if it is raining or 
the ground is wet.

• Replace water-damaged electronics and 
equipment.

• Always be aware of power line locations when 
using or carrying ladders, poles, or any other 
extendable or long tools.

• Be aware of power line locations each time you 
are elevated, for example: on a ladder, rooftop, 
or boom lift.

NEVER ENTER
FLOOD WATERS

Learn more at: 
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