
When floods happen, news reports often show 
homeowners and reporters standing in or rowing 
through flood waters.

This is a BAD IDEA. Flood waters can cover downed power 
lines or other electrical hazards, and the combination of 
water and electricity can cause shock or electrocution. 

Here are some safety reminders:

• Never enter flood waters; this includes on foot or by 
any other means such as a boat or canoe.

• Electrical hazards such as downed power lines could 
be lurking underneath the standing water.

• Do not enter a flooded basement if water could be 
covering outlets, appliances, or electrical cords.

• Do not touch electrical equipment such as wires, 
switches or fuses if you are wet or standing in water 
or on a damp surface.

Cleaning up can also be dangerous:

• Downed and deadly power lines can be hiding 
under branches and debris.

• Do not use electric yard tools if it is raining or 
the ground is wet.

• Replace water-damaged electronics and 
equipment.

• Always be aware of power line locations when 
using or carrying ladders, poles, or any other 
extendable or long tools.

• Be aware of power line locations each time you 
are elevated, for example: on a ladder, rooftop, 
or boom lift.

NEVER ENTER
FLOOD WATERS
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