
2021 EMPOWERING EDUCATION GRANT WINNERS

Congratulations!
We value our schools and students, because they will be our future, so we have awarded 42 grants to teachers to help fund projects 
that inspire students and provide memorable learning experiences. This is the fourth year of the grant program and more than 
$75,000 has been awarded.

NAME PROJECT SCHOOL

Nathan Gayheart Spectrophotometer  Armstrong High School

Renee Brown Maker Space Arthur Lovington Atwood 
Hammond HS

Chrissy Patterson Positive Behavior 
Incentive System 

Atwood-Hammond Grade 
School

Denise Strack Online Resources Atwood-Hammond Grade 
School

Stephanie Eccles Flexible Seating Bement Elementary School

Ashley Sterkel Flexible Seating Bement Elementary School

Monica Hall CPR & Blood 
Pressure Equipment Bement High School

Meghan McFall Minds in Motion Chebanse Elementary School

Amy Ramsey Minds in Motion Chebanse Elementary School

Cindy Vance Book Club Reading 
Lab Christ Lutheran High School

Tresa Maul Benchmark 
Assessment System Cissna Park C.U.S.D. #6

Deb Johnson Hands on Learning Clara Peterson Elementary 
School

Kimberly Onnen 100 Mile Club Donovan Junior/Senior High 
School

Brian Linsner Heart Rate Monitors Fisher Grade School

Tara Walters Life Skills and 
Organizational Skills Fisher Grade School

Kelly Beach Remote Learning 
Technology Gifford Grade School

Deb Talbert Sensory Areas for 
Learning 

Iroquois West Elementary 
School

Tecia Mills Flexible Seating Lincoln Trail Elementary 
School

Nicole Ernst Building Reading 
Confidence 

Lincoln Trail Elementary 
School

Jenny Cho Relevant Reading Ludlow Grade School

Kimberly Hillard Supportive Monitors Mahomet Seymour High 
School

Kathleen Vines Story Time with 
Mrs. Vines Maple Grade School

Ashley Clemmons Encouraging 
Creativity Maple Grade School

NAME PROJECT SCHOOL

Jamie Miller Encouraging 
Creativity Maple Grade School

Sarah Landon Let’s Escape Milford Grade School

Brian Zecher Theatrical Stage 
Lighting Milford High School

Brad Curry 3D Printed Mold 
Making Monticello High School

Briana 
Hendrickson

Personal Narratives/
Social Justice Monticello High School

Nolan Woller Cup Stacking North Ward Elementary 
School

Sally Ellis Fashion Nook PBL High School

Ashley Pruiett Flexible Seating Potomac Elementary School

Amy 
Stivers-Anders

Books for 
Remembrance 

Pleasant Acres Elementary 
School

David Rothert Tig Welding Crafts Prairie Central Junior High 
School

Emily Willard Student Spotlight 
Recognition 

Rantoul Township High 
School

Amanda Meyer Guided Reading Ridgeview Elementary School

Lacey Price Independent Learning 
Kits 

Salt Fork North Elementary 
Schol

Kari Stachura Fine Arts Program St John’s Lutheran School

Christina Gherna Reading Matters St Joseph Grade School

Kimberly Nigg Standing Desks St Joseph Middle School

Dan Huse Staying Active during 
COVID St Paul’s Lutheran School

Scott Saffer The Science of 
Cooking Tri-Point Junior High School

Erik Parmenter Uninterruptible 
Power Source Watseka High School
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