
Looking back and moving forward

What a year 2020 
has been. We have 

experienced countless 
disruptions as a country 
and as a world. Since 
the 82 years that your 
Cooperative has been 
around, COVID-19 
has proven to be one of 
the most complicated 
challenges we have ever 
tackled. At times, we 
were uncertain. We never knew 
what the next day would bring. � e 
question that we all asked ourselves 
was, “How can we interact with 
coworkers, our members, or even 
our own families while keeping 
them safe?”

We found solutions. Our 
plan is to focus on all of you and 
continue to produce reliable service 
for everyone. We are thankful that 
everybody involved in this process 
has been very understanding and 
� exible. � e solution includes a way 
for several employees to work from 
home and still have the ability to 
serve all of you. During these restless 
times, we were able to ensure that 
our members’ power remained on, so 
they had one less problem to worry 
about. � e members are our top 
concern, and we are committed to 
you. � is Cooperative is truly blessed 
with great members, dependable 
employees, and a dedicated Board 
of Directors. � is is what makes us 
who we are.

� e pandemic has 
revealed how signi� cant 
it is to have a plan. 
It demonstrated the 
importance of adapting 
to the unforeseen and 
being open-minded 
to new ideas. It wasn’t 
always smooth sailing, 
but we continued to 
strive toward our mission 
by providing services to 

empower the lives of our members 
and communities.

As Christmas and the year’s 
end is just around the corner, take 
the time to do acts of kindness for 
others. One of our focal principles 
here at the Cooperative is Concern 
for Community. Be concerned about a 
fellow citizen. Whether it be someone 
who lost a loved one during the 
pandemic, a friend or stranger in need, 
a frontline worker or an emergency 
service worker, take a moment to show 
your concern for them. You will make 
a di� erence. Merry Christmas and 
Happy New Year!

David Johnston
Executive Vice President/ 

General Manager

Catherine Arnold 

Offi ce
Closings

Christmas -
Dec 25

New Year's Day 
Jan 1
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Think “smart” this holiday season and 
save money year-round

This holiday season, think “smart” 
and consider giving a loved one 

(or yourself ) a gift that keeps giving. 
Many smart devices reduce home 
energy use, which can put a little 
more jingle in your pocket. Consider 
energy-saving smart gadgets while 
shopping this holiday season.
 Smart thermostats learn users’ 
schedules and the temperatures they 
prefer to keep their home. It remem-
bers these temperatures while a home 
is occupied and adjusts to an energy-
saving setting when the home is 
empty. Smart thermostats also feature 
apps that let family members change 
the temperature from anywhere in the 
world using a phone or other mobile 
device. Owners may use the app to 
see how much energy is used and why, 
and then use that information to make 
appropriate adjustments to their home 
energy usage.
 Smart lighting saves energy in 
multiple ways. Smart lightbulbs last 
longer and use less power. Smart 
lighting systems also have scheduled 
timers and allow you to remotely turn 
the lights o� , which is a great feature 
if you have loved ones who constantly 
leave the lights on.

 Virtual assistants, like Siri or 
Alexa, can connect to smart ther-
mostats, smart lights, entertainment 
center devices and others. With a 
few spoken words, virtual assistants 
can turn lights, appliances and other 
devices o�  and on, activate and deac-
tivate security systems, shut or open 
a garage door, and more. � ese home 
automation devices allow homeowners 
to control their appliances and create 
daily smart-home routines through 
smartphone apps, creating many new 
ways to save energy. For example, 
owners can schedule kitchen appli-
ances, such as dishwashers and co� ee 
makers, to run while they are out of 

the house or to operate at a speci� c 
time every day.
 � ermal leak detectors use 
infrared sensors to detect energy 
draining drafts so they can be repaired 
(� lled) to make your home more 
energy e�  cient. � ermal imaging 
accessories now exist for smartphones 
as well, converting them into 
lightweight, portable thermal leak 
detectors. Repairing thermal leaks in 
a home can save up to 20 percent in 
heating and cooling costs.

 Smart power strips and surge pro-
tectors are a less expensive option to 
gain some smart technology without 
upgrading all appliances and devices 
to smart models. Smarter devices 
that can be used independent of an 
all-smart home, the strips can detect 
when a device is in standby mode 
and cut its power supply. Using smart 
power strips can reduce a home’s over-
all energy usage, which equates to sav-
ings on your energy bill. 
 For more information about 
energy e�  ciency and safety around 
electricity, visit SafeElectricity.org.

Bob Mathias 

This holiday season, think “smart” 
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Stay safe going over the river and through the woods

The holiday season is a busy time of 
year for many of us. Along with put-

ting out decorations and baking cookies, 
we often spend more time in our cars 
than usual – shopping for presents, trav-
eling to family gatherings or attending 
holiday events. However, all that time 
in the car can also mean facing extreme 
weather conditions that can make safe 
driving di�  cult. 
 According to the U.S. Department 
of Transportation, winter weather condi-
tions such as snow, sleet and slush cause 
more than 550,000 tra�  c accidents each 
year, leading to approximately 138,000 
injuries and 1,700 fatalities. 
 Along with risk of injury, possible 
damage to your vehicle, and plain incon-
venience, collisions may also involve 
downed power lines or other electrical 
hazards. Unfortunately, when this hap-
pens, it adds another signi� cant danger 
to the mix that can cause severe shock, 
burns or electrocution. Knowing what to 
do in this situation can save lives.
 If you are in an accident involving a 
downed power line:

� Call 9-1-1 and tell the dispatcher a 
downed power line or other electrical 
equipment is involved in a collision. 
Co-op personnel will be dispatched 
to the scene to deenergize the power.

� Put your window down and 
alert others not to approach the 
scene. � ey could be shocked or 
electrocuted if they walk or run 
over the energized area or touch 
anything that is energized.

� Never attempt to drive over a 
power line or through water, snow 
or other debris that could be hiding 
one. � ere is no way to tell if a 
power line is energized, even if it is 
not sparking or buzzing. 

� Do not exit the vehicle UNLESS 
the vehicle is on � re or you see 
smoke. � e vehicle acts as an 
insulator that keeps you safe from 
stray electricity. 

� If you MUST exit the vehicle, 
cross your arms across your chest, 
put your feet together, and make a 
clean jump from the vehicle. � en 
hop with feet together as far as 

you can — at least 50 feet away. 
Once a power line is in contact 
with a car or truck, the ground 
or other objects, it energizes the 
area. � e electrical current spreads 
to the vehicle and ground, and 
it ripples out. Each “ring” of the 
ripple represents a di� erent voltage. 
Stepping from one voltage to 
the next can cause your body to 
become a path for electricity and 
electrocute you. 

� If a power line is inside the vehicle 
due to damage or an open window, 
stay in the vehicle. DO NOT touch 
or try to move the wire. DO NOT 
attempt to use other objects to 
move it.

� If your vehicle collides with a pad-
mounted transformer, which houses 
electrical equipment connected to 
underground power lines, the same 
safety precautions apply.

 Keep your family safe while on the 
road this holiday season! For more infor-
mation about safety around electricity, go 
to SafeElectricity.org.

The holiday season is � nally upon 
us, and Santa and his elves have 

been especially busy as they gear up 
for their biggest night of the year. 
 It’s no secret that Santa is known 
for running an e�  cient workshop – 
how else could he make all those toys 
in time for Christmas Eve? Rumor 
has it that one way Santa ensures an 
e�  cient workspace is through energy-
saving measures. 

 Here are four ways Santa saves 
energy in his workshop.

1  Santa leaves his decorations up 
year-round, so by using LED 

holiday light strands, he’s able to save 
on his monthly energy bills. LED 
holiday strands can last up to 40 
seasons, which make them a great 
option for any festive home. 

2 Santa requires several power 
tools to make a year’s worth of 

new toys. � at’s why he insists on 
using cordless power tools with the 
ENERGY STAR rating. According 
to energystar.gov, if all power tools in 
the U.S. used ENERGY STAR-rated 
battery chargers, 2 billion kWh hours 
of electricity could be saved – that’s 
equivalent to reducing greenhouse gas 
emissions by 1.7 million tons! 

3  Mrs. Claus loves to keep warm 
by the � re in the evenings, and 

Santa knows one of the best tricks to 
ensure � replace e�  ciency. While a 
� replace can keep a small area of your 
home cozy and warm, it can also pull 
heated air from the room through 
the chimney. � at’s why Santa always 
closes the � replace � ue when a � re 
isn’t burning. 

4  Santa also saves energy by using 
power strips. Power strips are 

ideal for workshops, craft nooks, game 
rooms and other spaces in your home. 
With one simple switch, you can 
conveniently control several devices 
and electronics that are plugged into 
the power strip. 
 � is holiday season, let’s take a 
page from Santa’s book and remember 
to save energy when possible. With 
these four tips, you’ll be well on your 
way to savings and Santa’s “nice” list!

Four ways Santa saves energy in his workshop

Anna M. Boyett

Henry Taylor 
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7420 U.S. Highway 51 South 

P.O. Box 100

Dongola, Illinois 62926

618-827-3555

Offi ce hours: 8 a.m. — 4 p.m.

www.siec.coop

Southern Illinois
Electric Co op er a tive

Member prize
In this issue of the JAMUP, 
we printed the names of 
three SIEC members who 
are eligible to receive a $10 
credit toward their utility bill. 
If you fi nd your name printed 
in this center section and it’s 
not part of the story, call Bree 
with your account number 
at 800-762-1400 to claim 
your prize.

SIEC Board of Directors
Randall Rushing
(President) ....................................Massac Co.
Bill Littrell
(Vice President) ...............................Union Co. 
Scott L. Ury
(Secretary-Treasurer) .......................Union Co.
Steve Heisner.................................Pulaski Co.
Lamar Houston, Jr. ...................Alexander Co.
David Martin................................Massac Co.
Scott Miller ...............................Alexander Co.
Toni L. Snell................................Johnson Co. 
Jerry P. Thurston ............................Pulaski Co.

Ronald E. Osman (Attorney)
General Manager David A. Johnston

Bree D. Hileman (Editor)

For Outages Call:
800-762-1400 • 618-827-3555

from Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative
David A. Johnston, Executive Vice President/General Manager

Casey Adamitis
Jon Beisner
Kelly Bowen
Je� ery Cates
Cindy Dallas
Brian Dirden
Dale Guetersloh
Leslie Harvel
Bree Hileman
Daniel Hileman
Blayne Holshouser
Conner Hughart
Alaina Johnson

Joshua Kelley
Pamela Lentz
Lana Livesay
Michael Logeman
Kyle McDaniel
Lyle McDowell
Lisa Mead
Nathan Menees
Robert Nelson
Sheila Orange
Je� ery Palmer
Allen Plott
Cody Poole

Robin Ramage
John Rendleman
Dexter Reynolds
Je� ery Roach
Aaron Stover
Brent Taylor
Stephanie � eis
David � ompson
Todd � urston
Stanley Treat
Lane Ury 
Julie Wilke

Attorney & Directors
Randall Rushing, President
Bill Littrell, Vice President
Scott L. Ury, Secretary-Treasurer
Steve Heisner
Lamar Houston, Jr.

David Martin
Scott Miller
Toni L. Snell
Jerry P. � urston
Ronald E. Osman, Attorney

May your home be � lled with the joy 
of the Christmas season.
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