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Help is available for college-bound students
A  C O U P L E  W E E KS  AG O ,  I was visiting with my 
niece, a high school senior, who was in the pro-
cess of completing college applications. We were 
talking about which colleges and community 
colleges she would have an interest in a� ending 
and what areas she is thinking about studying. 
� at naturally leads to a big question – how is 
she going to pay for it all and what help might be 
available?

Fortunately, if the situation sounds familiar 
and you are reading this month’s magazine, your 
high school senior is most likely eligible to apply  
for one of the 12 $2,000 scholarships awarded 
through  the � omas H. Moore Illinois Electric 
Cooperative (IEC) Memorial Scholarship 
Program.

� is program, which began in 1996 award-
ing two $1,000 scholarships, has now grown 
into awarding 12 $2,000 scholarships to deserv-
ing high school seniors who are advancing their 
education at a four-year university or an Illinois 
community college.

• Six scholarships are awarded to stu-
dents who are sons or daughters 
of an Illinois electric cooperative 
member receiving service from a 
cooperative.

• Four scholarships are reserved for 
students enrolling full-time at a 
two-year Illinois community col-
lege who are the sons or daugh-
ter of Illinois electric cooperative 
members, employees or directors.

• One scholarship, the “Earl W. 
Struck Memorial Scholarship,” 
is awarded to a student who is 
the son or daughter of an Illinois 
electric cooperative employee or 
director.

High school seniors can apply for these 
scholarships through their cooperative’s website.  
Applications are due Dec. 31, 2020.

� e 12th scholarship, the “LaVern and Nola 
McEntire Lineworker’s Scholarship,” is awarded 
to a student to assist with costs to a� end the line-
worker’s school conducted by the Association 
of Illinois Electric Cooperatives (AIEC) in 
conjunction with Lincoln Land Community 
College, Spring� eld. � is scholarship was 
endowed by LaVern and Nola McEntire. LaVern 
served as a lineman for McDonough Power 
Cooperative from 1949 to 1991. Eligible stu-
dents can apply through the AIEC’s website and 
applications are due April 30, 2021.

� e � omas H. Moore IEC Memorial 
Scholarship Program is a great example of the 
electric cooperatives of Illinois displaying one 
of the seven cooperative principles, Concern 
for Community. Growing from an idea in the 
mid-1990s, to recently completing its 25th year 
of awarding scholarships, the program has been 
incredibly successful in assisting deserving high 
school students. Since its inception, 156 schol-
arships totaling almost $235,000 have been 
awarded.  However, none of this would have 
been possible without the strong support and 
generosity from every electric cooperative in 
Illinois, their directors, sta�  and member-owners.  

While visiting with my niece, it reminded me 
just how exciting it is to be a high school senior, 
as well as the big education decisions that await. 
Fortunately, scholarships like these can help 
assist with those educational pursuits.  If you are 
the parent of a high school senior, encourage 
them to visit your electric cooperative’s website 
by Dec. 31, 2020 and apply for this great scholar-
ship opportunity! 

Nick Reitz is Vice President of 
Government Relations at the 
Association of Illinois Electric 
Cooperatives in Spring� eld. The 
legal and government relations 
department administers the 
scholarship program. 
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 4" Ratcheting Bar 
Clamp/Spreader 
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Compare to 
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 110341 
$ 98.62 
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ITEM  56621/56622
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Moving 
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Save
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Save
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Save
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60635
$39.99

Save
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Save
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Non-medical.

Less Than 
30¢ per 
Mask

While 
Supplies 

Last
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OF COLOR
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Save
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4" Magnetic 
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$299
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Hardware 
sold separately.
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Titan 11194
$5.99
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3/8" Drive

1/2" Drive

1/4" Drive

ITEM 61276/63880
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ITEM 67636/69604 shown

60 Grit

120 Grit

36 Grit

ITEM 69602

ITEM 67639/61500

ITEM  64446 , 64955, 64443, 
64954, 64281, 64956

 44" x 22" Double Bank 
Extra Deep Cabinet 

(808)

$49999

$44999

Compare to
Snap-on KRA4813FPBO
$2,735

Save
$2,285

YOUR CHOICE OF 6 COLORS YOUR CHOICE
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Jo-Carroll Energy receives 
broadband grant
A $14 million grant from the U.S. Department 
of Agriculture will accelerate buildout of high-
speed fiber internet to rural areas by Jo-Carroll 
Energy’s (JCE) broadband division, Sand 
Prairie.

The grant is part of the $550 million 
Congress allocated to the second round of the 
ReConnect program. Jo-Carroll and Sand Prairie 
will use the grant to bring high-speed fiber 

broadband access to approximately 250 square 
miles in portions of Jo Daviess, Stephenson, 
Carroll and Whiteside counties.

Asked what the grant means to members, 
JCE President and CEO Mike Casper said, 
“Two simple words, the future. Successful 
growth in rural America and economic 
development depends on a robust infrastructure, 
fiber being an essential component.

“With rural high-speed broadband, our 
farming community can, more broadly, utilize 
advanced technologies to improve efficiencies,” 

DECEMBER 
C H E C K L I S T

Live Christmas tree? 
Always place live trees away  
                 from heat sources 
                   and keep the base 
                 filled with water.

Warm and toasty. 
Consider placing  
a large heating  
pad on your bed  
for 15 minutes  
before retiring.  
Don’t forget  
to turn it off. 

Give the gift of time. 
                   Instead of buying 
                        a gift, give a  
                        loved one your 
                     undistracted time. 

Tip of the month. 
Energy.gov can answer  
questions about  
saving on 
home and  
water heating. 

MCEC helps local business
Thanks to assistance from Monroe County Electric Cooperative (MCEC) and the USDA 
Rural Economic Development Loan and Grant (REDLG) program, the Maeys Creek Pumping 
District (MCPD) will be able to purchase much needed equipment.

The $103,000 zero-interest loan will help finance soft start equipment for the pumping 
district’s three 900 horsepower pump motors. The new devices will reduce the high electric 
demand that motors generate when first turned on. The reduction in demand should save the 
district significant power cost dollars.

A REDLG loan begins as a grant to the cooperative which then loans it to rural non-profits 
and businesses it serves. The revolving loan fund is available for qualifying projects that 
promote rural economic development or aid rural non-profit organizations.

“Investing in the rural communities Monroe County Electric Cooperative serves is at the core 
of why electric cooperatives were formed some 80 years ago,” said MCEC President/CEO Alan 
Wattles. “This continues to be a cornerstone of the rural cooperative movement, whether through 
direct resource allocation or opportunities to partner, as in the case with the REDLG program.”  

Front left to right: MCPD representatives Doug Sondag, Brian Edler and Gene Rohlfing. Back row: MCEC board members  
Gary Gregson and Ross Mueller and President/CEO Alan Wattles. 
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Rural Illinois ReConnect 
funding to help hundreds
Adams TelSystems, Inc. [Adams 
Fiber] will use a recent $1.6 
million ReConnect grant to deploy 
a fi ber-to-the-premises network 
which will connect 440 people, 
34 farms and 18 businesses 
within its new service area. 
 The Adams Fiber expansion 
will provide service to the 
Columbus area northeast of Quincy 
Regional Airport. The monies are 
part of the $600 million Congress 
allocated in the second round of 
the ReConnect program. 
 “Today’s broadband is the 
telephone of yesteryear,” says 
Jim Broemmer, Adams Fiber CEO. 
“Broadband isn’t a nice-to-have 
service, it’s a must-have just like 
phone service was years ago.” 
 “We know that rural 
communities need robust, 
modern infrastructure to fl ourish 
and that includes having access 
to broadband e-Connectivity,” 
says USDA Rural Development 
State Director Doug Wilson. 
“Broadband is no longer a luxury. 
It is essential for education, 
health care and public safety. I’m 
excited about the tremendous 
benefi ts broadband will have for 
these farmers, families and rural 
businesses.” 

Casper continued. “Our commercial and 
industrial members will be on a level playing 
fi eld with their urban and global competitors. 
More of our members can successfully work, 
improve their education and receive medical 
care from home while enjoying the beauty and 
safety of rural America.” 

JCE President/CEO Mike Casper, at podium, discusses the 
importance of broadband in rural America. Also in attendance, 
far left, Bette Brand, USDA deputy under secretary for rural 
development and Douglas Wilson, USDA rural development 
Illinois state director.

A CORD IS NOT
A CHEW TOY 

Learn how to 
keep your pets safe  
around electricity. 

USDA awards more than $8 
million in REDLG funds 
Th e United States Department of Agriculture 
(USDA) awarded $8,447,840 in Rural 
Economic Development Loan and Grant 
(REDLG) funds to Illinois co-ops during fi s-
cal year 2020. One grant and 12 loans, includ-
ing one in a persistent poverty county, were 
allocated. 

Th e REDLG monies are granted to 
cooperatives which in turn loan the funds to 
rural businesses and non-profi ts including 
hospitals and water treatment facilities and 
to encourage small business expansion. 
Participating 2020 cooperatives are Corn Belt 
Energy Corporation, Bloomington; Egyptian 
Electric Cooperative Association, Murphysboro; 
M.J.M. Electric Cooperative, Carlinville; 
Monroe County Electric Cooperative, Waterloo; 
Wabash Telephone Cooperative, Inc., Louisville; 
Wayne-White Counties Electric Cooperative, 
Inc., Fairfi eld; Hamilton County Telephone 
Co-op, Dahlgren; and Western Illinois Electrical 
Coop., Carthage. 
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SSA announces 
2021 benefi t increase

Social Security and Supplemental 
Security Income (SSI) benefi ts 
for approximately 70 million 
Americans will increase 1.3 
percent in 2021 according to the 
Social Security Administration.
 The 1.3 percent cost-of-living 
adjustment (COLA) will begin 
with benefi ts payable to more 
than 64 million Social Security 
benefi ciaries in January 2021. 
Increased payments to more than 
8 million SSI benefi ciaries will 
begin Dec. 31, 2020. 
 Social Security and SSI 
benefi ciaries are normally notifi ed 
by mail starting in early December 
about their new benefi t amount. 
Most people who receive Social 
Security payments will be able 
to view their COLA notice online 
through their personal my Social 
Security account. 
 Information about Medicare 
changes for 2021, once 
announced, will be available 
at www.medicare.gov. For 
those receiving Medicare, 
Social Security will not be able 
to compute their new benefi t 
amount until after Medicare 
premium amounts for 2021 are 
announced. 

Source: Social Security 
Administration

Sudoku
by Myles Mellor and Susan Flanagan

Complete the grid so every row, 
column and 3x3 cube contains 
every digit from 1 to 9 inclusive 
with no repetition. Solution on 
page 37.

Traveling this holiday season?
B E F O R E  YO U  L E AV E  F O R the holidays, safeguard your home.

• Put lights on an automatic timer.

• Ask a neighbor to watch your home, shovel snow and park in the 
driveway now and then.

• Be sure to have your newspaper and mail delivery stopped. Nothing 
says you’re gone like a pile of papers on your porch and a full mailbox. 

• Double check all windows and doors are locked. 

Source: dc.gov
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One of the most popular ways to 
buy silver is the Silver Eagle—
legal-tender U.S. Silver Dollars 

struck in one ounce of 99.9% pure silver. 
When the COVID-19 pandemic began 
sweeping the world, demand skyrocketed. 
But there was a problem...

U.S. Mint Halts Production
West Point, the U.S. Mint branch that 
normally strikes Brilliant Uncirculated 
(BU) Silver Eagles, went into lockdown. 
Prices quickly shot up, and freshly struck 
Silver Eagles became much harder to find 
at an affordable price. To meet the rising 
demand, the U.S. Mint knew it had to 
act—and act fast.

Philadelphia Steps Up
For just 13 days, the U.S. Mint struck an 
“Emergency Production” run of U.S. 
Silver Dollars at the Philadelphia Mint. 
This was great for silver buyers, and really
great for collectors. Here’s why:

The Mystery of Silver Bullion
A coin’s value is often tied to its rarity. 
One way to determine a coin’s rarity is by 
its mint mark—a small letter indicating 
where a coin was struck. Since Silver 
Eagles are almost always produced solely 
in West Point, the coins don’t feature one 
of these mint marks. But this year’s Silver 

Eagles were also produced in Philly—so 
few (a scant 240,000) that they are now 
the second smallest mintage of Silver 
Eagles ever struck! So how do we tell a 
2020(W) Silver Eagle from a 2020(P)?

Certified “Struck at” Coins
Numismatic Guaranty Corporation 
(NGC) is one of the world’s leading 
third-party coin grading services. Thanks 
to some skilled detective work, they have 
certified these coins as being struck at the 
Philadelphia Mint during this special 
Emergency Production run. What’s more, 
a number of these coins have been graded 
as near-flawless Mint State-69 (MS69) 
condition—just one point away from 
absolute perfection!

Buy More and Save!
We’re currently selling these coins for $79 
each. But you can secure them for as low 
as $59 each when you buy 20 or more and 
mention the special call-in-only offer code 
below. Call 1-888-201-7639 now!

2020(P) Emergency Production 
American Eagle Silver Dollar
NGC MS69 Early Releases  —$79
1-4 coins       —  $69 each + s/h
5-9 coins —  $67 each
10-14 coins  —  $65 each
15-19 coins  —  $63 each
20+ coins  —  $59 each

FREE SHIPPING on 3 or More!
Limited time only. Product total over $149 before taxes 
(if any). Standard domestic shipping only. Not valid on 

previous purchases.

 Call today toll-free for fastest service 

1-888-201-7639
Offer Code EPE220-01

Please mention this code when you call.

GovMint.com® is a retail distributor of coin and currency issues and is not affi liated with the U.S. government. The collectible coin market is unregulated, highly 
speculative and involves risk. GovMint.com reserves the right to decline to consummate any sale, within its discretion, including due to pricing errors. Prices, facts, 
fi gures and populations deemed accurate as of the date of publication but may change signifi cantly over time. All purchases are expressly conditioned upon your 
acceptance of GovMint.com’s Terms and Conditions (www.govmint.com/terms-conditions or call 1-800-721-0320); to decline, return your purchase pursuant to 
GovMint.com’s Return Policy. © 2020 GovMint.com. All rights reserved.

Actual size 
is 40.6 mm

GovMint.com • 14101 Southcross Dr. W., Suite 175, Dept. EPE220-01 • Burnsville, MN 55337

Rush Production of U.S. Silver Dollars 
Creates 2nd Lowest Mintage in History

EMERGENCY PRODUCTION!

Actual size 
is 40.6 mm
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2nd Lowest
Mintage
(240,000)

Date: 2020
Mint: Philadelphia (P)
Weight:  1oz (31.101 grams)
Purity: 99.9% Silver
Diameter: 40.6 mm
Mintage: 240,000
Condition: Mint State-69 (MS69)
Certifi ed: Emergency Production



COVID-19: Quarantine vs. Isolation

QUARANTINE keeps someone who was 
in close contact with someone who has 
COVID-19 away from others.

If you had close contact with a 
person who has COVID-19

• Stay home until 14 days after your
last contact.

• Check your temperature twice a day 
and watch for symptoms of COVID-19.

• If possible, stay away from people who
are at higher-risk for getting very sick
from COVID-19.

ISOLATION keeps someone who is sick or 
tested positive for COVID-19 without 
symptoms away from others, even in 
their own home.

If you are sick and think or know 
you have COVID-19

• Stay home until after

ū At least 10 days since symptoms 
first appeared and

ū At least 24 hours with no fever without 
fever-reducing medication and

ū Symptoms have improved

If you tested positive for COVID-19 
but do not have symptoms

Inform 
National 

Picture of 
COVID-19

Case 
Identification

Testing 
Expansion

Healthcare 
Monitoring

Illness 
Monitoring

Collect and Analyze Data to 
Understand COVID-19 and Its Spread

Provide Tools and Guidance 
to Minimize Impact

Support STLT Public 
Health Capacity

Critical 
Infrastructure 

Guidance

Vulnerable Populations 
Protection Strategies

Travel 
Guidance

Contact 
Tracing

Clinical 
Recommendations

Clinician 
On-call

Tools and 
Checklists

Innovative 
Technologies

COVID Corps

Training

• Stay home until after

ū 10 days have passed since your
positive test

If you live with others, stay in a specific 
“sick room” or area and away from other 
people or animals, including pets. Use a 
separate bathroom, if available.

cdc.gov/coronavirus
CS317422-A 7/20/2020 7AM
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The very best hunting knives possess a perfect balance of form and
function. They’re carefully constructed from fine materials, but 

also have that little something extra to connect the owner with nature.
If you’re on the hunt for a knife that combines impeccable craftsmanship 
with a sense of wonder, the $79 Huntsman Blade is the trophy 
you’re looking for.
The blade is full tang, meaning it doesn’t stop at the handle but 
extends to the length of the grip for the ultimate in strength. The 
blade is made from 420 surgical steel, famed for its sharpness and its 
resistance to corrosion.
The handle is made from genuine natural bone, and features 
decorative wood spacers and a hand-carved motif of two overlapping 
feathers— a reminder for you to respect and connect with the 
natural world. 
This fusion of substance and style can garner a high price tag out 
in the marketplace. In fact, we found full tang, stainless steel blades 
with bone handles in excess of $2,000. Well, that won’t cut it 
around here. We have mastered the hunt 
for the best deal, and in turn pass the 
spoils on to our customers. 
But we don’t stop there. While supplies 
last, we’ll include a pair of $99 8x21 power 
compact binoculars and a genuine leather 
sheath FREE when you purchase the 
Huntsman Blade.
Your satisfaction is 100% guaranteed. 
Feel the knife in your hands, wear it 
on your hip, inspect the impeccable 
craftsmanship. If you don’t feel like we 
cut you a fair deal, send it back within 
30 days for a complete refund of the 
item price. 
Limited Reserves. A deal like this won’t 
last long. We have only 1120 Huntsman 
Blades for this ad only. Don’t let this 
beauty slip through your fingers. Call today!

Stauer… Afford the Extraordinary.®

Full tang stainless steel blade with natural 
bone handle —now ONLY $79!

BONUS! Call today and 
you’ll also receive this 
genuine leather sheath!

Not shown 
actual size.

14101 Southcross Drive W., Ste 155, Dept. HUK363-01 
Burnsville, Minnesota 55337  www.stauer.comStauer®

*Discount is only for customers who use the offer code versus the 
listed original Stauer.com price.

California residents please call 1-800-333-2045 regarding 
Proposition 65 regulations before purchasing this product.

Rating of A+

Bad to the Bone

EXCLUSIVE

FREE
Stauer® 8x21

Compact 
Binoculars

-a $99 value-
with purchase of
Huntsman Blade

Huntsman Blade  $249*
 Offer Code Price Only $79 + S&P  Save $170

1-800-333-2045
Your Insider Offer Code: HUK363-01
You must use the insider offer code to get our special price.

• 12" overall length; 6 ¹⁄2" stainless steel full tang blade • Genuine bone handle 
with brass hand guard & bolsters • Includes genuine leather sheath

What Stauer Clients 
Are Saying About 
Our Knives

êêêêê
“This knife is beautiful!”
— J., La Crescent, MN

êêêêê
“The feel of this knife 
is unbelievable...this 
is an incredibly fine 
instrument.”
— H., Arvada, CO



Datebook is being 
temporarily suspended 

until it is safe for everyone to 
attend events. In its place, we 
are putting a crossword puzzle 

with an in� uential women theme 
to help you � ght boredom. 

We hope you enjoy it. 

Across 
 1 “Jo’s Boys” writer

 5 Lady who founded the 
  Red Cross, Clara ___________

 8 Title for an Indian queen

 9 Lady who courageously
  guided many slaves to free-
  dom in 19th century, 
  Harriet ___________

 10 One of the greatest female 
  tennis players of all time 
  (middle name)

 11 Doctor, for short

 12 First female justice on the
  Supreme Court

 15 First American woman to 
  go to outer space

 17 Still

 19 African-American woman 
  who escaped from slavery 
  and wrote the book 
  “Incidents in the Life of a 
  Slave Girl” - Harriet _________

 21 West coast city

 22 Laughter noise

 23 Foal’s mother

 25 Lightly cooked

 26 Emily of etiquette fame

 29 First lady to � y solo across
  the Atlantic, Amelia _________ 

 30 Jump across

 31 Drink for a hot day, with ice

 32 At 21, she designed the 
  Vietnam Veterans Memorial,
  _________ Lin

 33 Mother, for short

 34 Lady who was a top talk show
  host and became a billionaire
  philanthropist

Down
 1 This lady played a pivotal role
  in women getting the right
  to vote, Susan B. ___________

 2 Corn holder

 3 Educate

 4 “The Joy Luck Club” author,
  Amy _________

 5 Nickname for the wife of 
  LBJ, Lady ___________

 6 Like some jackets

 7 Soul singer Simone

 11 Formal address

 13 Not at home

 14 ___________ roll (winning)

 15 Red gemstone

 16 Fitzgerald and namesakes

 18 Renaissance, for one

 19 First African-American 
  woman to give an address at 
  the DNC, Barbara _________ 

 20 Martin Luther King’s wife

 22 Lady who played an integral
  role in creating programs for 
  the world’s � rst computers, 
  Grace ___________ 

 23 Dorothy’s Oz trip, e.g.

 24 ___ Otis Warren who cam-
  paigned against the British 
  during the American Revolution

 27 Woman famous for her 
  “Ain’t I a Woman?” speech, 
  Sojourner ___________

 28 First Asian American woman 
  to serve in a Presidential 
  cabinet, Elaine ___________

ANSWER KEY CAN BE 
FOUND ON PAGE 37.  

 12 ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING • WWW.ICL.COOP 

DECEMBERCrossword

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

8

9 10

11

12 13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20 21

22

23 24 25 26 27

28

29 30

31

32 33 34



 DECEMBER 2020 • ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING 13

This has been a hard year for everyone.  
Remember the reason for the season and  let  

hope, love and compassion fill your heart and home.  
Give thanks for what you have and give what you can  

to bring joy to others in your community. 

Merry Christmas  
from your Touchstone Energy Cooperative,  

the power of human connections.



Three steps to an efficient attic
Dear Pat and Brad: I’m convinced we 
could reduce our high heating bills if 
we add more insulation to our attic. 
How do I make sure everything’s done 
right? - Kelly

D E A R  K E L LY:  I T ’ S  G R E AT  that you’re 
focused on your attic, as this is 
often the area you can get the most 

bang for your buck on energy effi-
ciency investments. Insulation is 
actually just one part of the energy-
efficient attic puzzle. Here are a few 
tips to keep in mind as you prepare 
to make your attic more efficient.  

Step 1: Sealing
Attics are often the place where 

warm air leaks out of the home in 
winter or into the home during 
summer. Trouble spots include any-
thing that comes through the attic 
floor, such as recessed lights, the 
chimney, the attic hatch and pipes, 
and ducts or wires.

It’s best to properly seal these 
trouble spots before adding or 
improving the insulation. Invest a 
small amount of money in neces-
sary supplies, like caulk, expanding 

foam or weather stripping, to seal 
any air leaks. 

Step 2: Ventilation
Many attics are under-ventilated, 

which allows moisture and heat to 
build up. Moisture causes harm-
ful mold and wood rot. During 
summer, a poorly ventilated attic 

is prone to overheating, which can 
bake shingles and shorten their life. 
During winter, a warm attic can 
melt snow on the roof, causing it 
to run into your gutters and freeze, 
causing ice dams.

Proper attic ventilation lets air 
flow from a low point to a high 
point. This is usually done by install-
ing soffit vents and insulation baffles 
around the perimeter, plus vents 
near the peak of the roof. If there is 
no way to install enough attic ven-
tilators, an attic fan can be installed 
to provide mechanical assistance to 
exhausting overheated air.

Step 3: Insulation
The three main types of insula-

tion for attics are loose-fill, batt and 
rigid. Whichever type you have, 

it needs to provide a high enough 
level of insulation for your region, 
measured in R-value. 

Batt and rigid insulation will 
often have the R-value printed on 
them. Loose-fill, which is blown in, 
is the most common for attic floors, 
and its R-value is approximately 
its depth in inches multiplied by 
2.8. Generally speaking, your attic 
should have 14 to 24 inches of 
loose-fill insulation if you live in a 
northern state and 11 to 14 inches 
if you’re in the south. You can find 
the recommended level for your 
region at www.energy.gov. 

If you have loose-fill insulation 
less than the recommended amount, 
you should be able to add more on 
top of it, as long as there aren’t any 
moisture, rodent, ant or termite 
problems. If your existing loose-
fill insulation was installed before 
1990, it could be Vermiculite, which 
may be contaminated with asbes-
tos. Asbestos can cause cancer when 
particles are released into the air, so 
it’s a good idea to have the insula-
tion tested. If it’s contaminated, have 
it removed by a professional before 
beginning work.

Remember to seal and insulate 
any walls in the attic that border 
conditioned space, such as skylight 
openings.

Some of these steps can be chal-
lenging, so consider hiring a profes-
sional contractor. If you’re a DIY pro 
and decide to do some of the work 
on your own, be aware of poten-
tial hazards. Disturbing old wiring 
can cause shorts in your electrical 
system, and roofing nails will often 
pierce the attic ceiling. First and 
foremost, always remember safety 
when tackling projects at home. 

We hope these tips will help 
you take the next steps to a more 
energy-efficient attic. 

This column was co-written by 
Pat Keegan and Brad Thiessen  
of Collaborative Efficiency. For 
more information on ensuring 
an energy-efficient attic, please 
visit: collaborativeefficiency.
com/energytips.

The snow on this roof hasn’t 
melted, which can be an 
indication that the attic is 
well insulated. Photo Credit: 
Amy Aletheia Cahill.
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OFFER CODE # 22476XCH
To Activate Lowest Pricing use Offer Code:

ORDER BY
12/4 by 2pm CST

FOR HOLIDAY 
DELIVERY!

PERSONAL ACCESSORIES
FREE personalization available!

perfect gift ideas

see our full selections at
www.BradfordExpressions.com

©Tim Coffey ©Georgia Janisse ©Larry R Martin ©Greg Olsen ©Bradley Jackson ©2020 Bradford Exchange Checks  18-00035-001-BI138IL

HOLIDAY CARDS
Personalized

over 40+ designs to choose from!

120+ PRODUCTS 
AVAILABLE

ONLINE!

Support ILLINOIS Business!
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Momentum grows to bring the internet to everyone
T H E  U . S .  H AS  Q U I E T LY  launched one 
of its biggest programs ever – con-
necting everyone to the internet, 
even in rural areas.

The program’s scope and eco-
nomic benefits will match the 
impossible dreams of huge hydro-
electric dams built in the 1930s, the 
interstate highway system in the 
1950s and putting people on the 
moon in the 1960s.

It will be expensive. By one mea-
sure, the Federal Communications 
Commission (FCC) estimates a 
cost of $40 billion. A more ambi-
tious plan would be an additional 
$40 billion.

“We’re on the cusp of some 
big changes,” says Brian O’Hara, 
senior director of regulatory issues, 
telecom and broadband for the 
National Rural Electric Cooperative 
Association.

O’Hara’s optimism starts with 
the steadily growing national aware-
ness that bringing high-speed inter-
net, or broadband, to rural areas 
will benefit the whole country.

The importance of 
broadband for all

Currently, more than 20 million 
Americans do not have broadband 
in their homes or businesses. Many 
live in rural areas and are left out 
because of simple accounting—the 
cost of wiring a fast internet con-
nection miles outside a city is more 
than almost anyone could afford.

That arithmetic is not changing, 
but decades of internet growth is 
convincing businesses, politicians 
and other policy makers that broad-
band is essential for modern life 
and today’s economy.

A study by Purdue University 
found that every dollar invested in 
broadband would return nearly $4 
to the U.S. economy. The benefits 
include more civic engagement and 
a higher Gross Domestic Product. 
It found that even at current levels 
of access, people save $1 billion a 
year by shopping online. The study 
also said broadband is more impor-
tant than traditional infrastructure 
such as railroads and highways.

Broadband access for rural 
America brings new challenges. 
One includes knowing where the 
people are who don’t have inter-
net—and exactly how many there 
are. The official count of those with-
out broadband is complicated by 
oddities such as voluntary report-
ing, reporting by census blocks 
(meaning if one person has broad-
band in an area, it counts as every-
one having it) and uncertainty over 
how fast the internet has to be in 
order to be considered high-speed.

Because of those uncertain-
ties and unknowns, estimates of 
the number of Americans without 
broadband can range between 21 
million and 160 million.

Then there’s the cost. The FCC’s 
$40 billion estimate envisions 
bringing broadband to 98 percent 
of the country and another $40 bil-
lion to reach the rest.

Rural broadband advocates 
agree the first step is to gain better 
information on who’s not served 
and where they live. A step in that 

Paul Wesslund writes on 
cooperative issues for 
the National Rural Electric 
Cooperative Association, the 
Arlington, Va.-based service 
arm of the nation’s 900-plus 
consumer-owned, not-for-profit 
electric cooperatives.
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direction came last March with enactment 
of the Broadband Deployment Accuracy 
and Technological Availability Act. Th at 
law aims to fi x the fl aws in how access is 
counted.

The pandemic shows the need 
for high-speed internet

Another reason for hope came last year 
as the FCC launched a 10-year program 
called the Rural Digital 
Opportunity Fund. Under 
that program, $16 billion 
has been allocated to inter-
net providers, including 
some rural electric cooper-
ative groups, to begin work 
expanding the reach of 
the internet. An additional 
$4.4 billion is planned for a 
Phase II.

While that’s far from 
the FCC’s $40-80 bil-
lion cost estimate, it doesn’t count fund-
ing from other agencies like the Rural 
Utilities Service or actions by individual 
states. Th e National Conference of State 
Legislatures reports that this year, 42 
states addressed broadband in some form. 
Many states off er their own fi nancial aid, 
as well as offi  ces to coordinate broadband 
expansion.

O’Hara expects all progress will be 
strengthened by this year’s COVID-19 

outbreak and the stay-at-home measures 
taken to control the spread of the virus.

“Th e pandemic has really driven this 
home,” says O’Hara. “Overnight, we went 
from broadband being, ‘Oh yes, this really 
makes life a lot easier,’ to ‘Oh my gosh, 
schools are shut down and teachers are 
trying to do online learning, and those of 
us that could work from home are no lon-
ger going into the offi  ce.’”

O’Hara sees the progress toward rural 
broadband as leading to successes like the 
moon landing and interstate highway sys-
tem, as well as another important national 
initiative we undertook years ago—bring-
ing electricity to rural America.

“We found a way to electrify the whole 
country,” says O’Hara. “Now it’s time to 
bring broadband to the whole country.” 

Electric cooperatives are committed to the communities they serve and are working with Washington 
policymakers to improve broadband data collection and target federal resources for unserved and 
underserved communities. 

Source: 2019 NRECA Broadband Study and FCC data

PERCENTAGE OF 
AMERICANS WITHOUT 
ACCESS TO BROADBAND

No access 30%
Access 70%

No access 2%
Access 98%

RURAL URBAN

PERCENTAGE OF 
FACILITIES WITHOUT 
ACCESS TO BROADBAND

No meaningful 
access 40%

Access 70%

No access outside of 
metropolitan areas 60%

Access 40%

SCHOOLS HEALTH
CARE

BROADBAND BY THE NUMBERS
Electric cooperatives are helping to close the nation’s digital divide, but more work 
is needed to achieve the goal of broadband access for all. 
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Big harvest and grain bin safety
G R A I N  B I N S  A R E  E S S E N T I A L  to 
Illinois’ agricultural economy, but 
those bins also can be deadly. Grain 
storage is a particularly dangerous 
area on family farms and in other 
agricultural settings. Those tall, usu-
ally metal or concrete silos that dot 
the landscape across our state cost 
several farmers and other workers 
their lives every year. 

“It is vital that farmers and 
other agricultural workers put 
safety first, especially when work-

ing around grain-storage facilities,” 
says Michael Kleinik, director of 
the Illinois Department of Labor 
(IDOL). “Grain bin incidents are 
also dangerous for first responders. 
IDOL reminds fire departments 
that if they provide grain bin rescue 
response, they must ensure their 
members are trained to perform 
this service safely.”

Last year, nationwide there were 
38 grain entrapment cases with 
23 of those leading to fatalities, 
according to Purdue University’s 
Agricultural Safety and Health 
Program, which has documented 
these cases since the 1970s. Only 
three grain entrapment cases 

were reported in Illinois for 2019. 
However, safety experts believe that 
some non-fatal entrapments do not 
get reported. 

So far this year, 11 grain entrap-
ment cases have been reported in 
Illinois with four fatalities, accord-
ing to Dave Newcomb, agricul-
ture program manager with the 
Illinois Fire Service Institute in 
Champaign. Newcomb says a late 
harvest and wet conditions last year 
caused problems this spring. Wet 

grain tends to clump and not flow 
properly through the unloading 
systems, which can lead workers to 
enter the bins to rectify the situa-
tion. Corn in bad condition often 
leads to more grain bin accidents.

Grain bin tragedies can literally 
happen in seconds. Moving grain 
acts like quicksand. According to 
the Occupational Safety and Health 
Administration (OSHA), a worker 
standing on moving grain will be 
trapped within just 5 seconds and 
completely covered in grain within 
less than half a minute. 

OSHA details the three most 
common scenarios leading to grain 
entrapment:

• A worker stands on moving/
flowing grain typically caused by 
an auger running or grain being 
moved out of the bin by gravity.

• A worker stands on or below a 
grain bridging situation. Bridging 
happens when damp grain 
clumps together, creating an 
empty space beneath the grain as 
it is unloaded. A worker above or 
below this bridge of grain is at risk 
should the bridge collapse.

• A worker stands next to an accu-
mulated pile of grain on the side 
of the bin and attempts to dis-
lodge it. It can collapse onto the 
worker.

While workers should avoid 
entering grain bins if possible, safety 
measures can greatly diminish the 
risk if they must enter. One of the 
most important measures is to turn 
off and lock out all powered equip-
ment to the grain bin and tag it to 
remain off – known as “lock out/
tag out.”

“If farmers shut off the load-
ing systems before entering and do 
enforce a lock out/tag out system, 
we’d probably cut the numbers of 
entrapments in half,” says Newcomb. 
“If the grain can move, it will grab 
you. When I am working with the 
Illinois Farm Bureau, I preach that 
we must break the culture of work-
ing alone. If you are going out to the 
bin, take someone with you even if 
it’s just to call for help.”

OSHA also says any worker 
entering a grain bin should be pro-
vided with a body harness attached 
to a lifeline and an observer should 
be stationed outside the bin to track 
the worker and call for help if some-
thing goes wrong. OSHA notes 
that 60 percent of fatalities in grain 
entrapment cases are would-be res-
cuers and about seven in 10 occur 
on family farms. 

The Illinois Department of Labor 
(IDOL) promotes and protects 
the rights, wages, welfare, 
working conditions, safety and 
health of Illinois workers through 
enforcement of state labor laws 
to safeguard the public.
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Upgrade electronics for energy savings
L O O K I N G  F O R  E ASY  WAYS  to save 
money on your monthly energy 
bills? Beyond some of the more tra-
ditional energy e�  ciency measures, 
such as sealing air leaks or adding 
additional insulation, there are sev-
eral popular electronics that can help 
you use energy more e�  ciently. 

� ese devices are relatively easy 
to incorporate into your home, 
making them a simple way to help 
manage your energy use.

Smart thermostats
Smart thermostats are becom-

ing an increasingly popular option 
to help save energy at home. With 
smart thermostats, there’s no longer a 
need to constantly adjust the temper-
ature. � ey can be programmed to 
follow a pa� ern of heating and cool-
ing throughout the day and year to 
maximize your comfort and energy 
use. Some advanced smart thermo-
stats can even learn your habits and 
adjust the temperature accordingly. 

Another great bene� t is the 
ability to control a smart thermo-
stat remotely from an app on your 
phone, allowing you to set the tem-
perature to your liking before you 
even arrive home. Lastly, some 
smart thermostats can be inte-
grated with a smart home hub, like 
Amazon Alexa or Google Home.

Smart thermostats can be pricey 
upfront, but if it’s time to upgrade 
your home’s thermostat, smart 
options o� er more convenience and 
savings that make them worth the 
initial investment. 

Smart plugs
If you’re looking for ways to 

save energy on a budget, consider 
smart plugs. Smart plugs can be 
inserted into any standard electri-
cal outlet and can help you man-
age the energy of the devices that 
are plugged in. With control of the 
smart plug, you can stop power-
hungry devices from being on lon-
ger than necessary.

Some smart plug models have 
a scheduling option, allowing you 
to turn on lights or turn o�  the TV 
at certain times of the day. Others 
o� er a dimming function, allow-
ing you to change the brightness of 
lights plugged into the smart plug. 
� ese features can be controlled 
through an app on your phone, and 
some models also have voice-con-
trolled options when connected to 
a smart home hub.

Home energy monitor
Another useful gadget is the 

home energy monitor, which helps 
you monitor home energy use and 

set energy budgets. If your goal 
is to reduce your energy use at 
home, energy monitors can give 
you the information you need to 
achieve this goal. � ey are con-
nected to your electric meter and 
provide a big picture on your 
home’s energy use. Additionally, 
some home energy monitors can 
show which appliances are using 
the most energy, giving you the 
knowledge on which devices to 
cut down on. 

� ere are also a few additional 
features among home energy 
monitors that provide several dif-
ferent bene� ts. Some models can 
show real-time electricity use and 
costs, while some can help create 
a personalized plan for energy e�  -
ciency. Most home energy moni-
tors can be connected through a 
smart phone app, which can send 
noti� cations, warn about abnormal 
energy use and provide tips for fur-
ther energy savings. 

� ese simple devices can help 
you save a li� le more energy each 
month. Considering what your 
needs are will help you choose a 
device with the appropriate fea-
tures. As with any new product, 
do some homework � rst to deter-
mine which device suits your 
home best. 

Smart thermostats are 
becoming an increasingly 
popular option to help save 
energy at home. With smart 
thermostats, there’s no 
longer a need to constantly 
adjust the temperature, 
making this a convenient 
option for energy savings.
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Maria Kanevsky is a program 
analyst for the National 
Rural Electric Cooperative 
Association, the national trade 
association representing 
more than 900 local electric 
cooperatives.
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Make your home merry and bright with poinsettias
M I L L I O N S  O F  P O I N S E T T I AS  A R E  pur-
chased each year as decorations and 
gifts. What most consumers do not 
know is poinsettias require a lot of 
love and attention or they won’t 
make it to your holiday festivities. 
Buy poinsettias this holiday season 
from local growers and keep them 

vibrant with a few “don’ts” from a 
previous poinsettia grower.

Poinsettias require an ideal envi-
ronment to grow– a task far more 
complex than other crops grown 
in a greenhouse. The growing tasks 
involve a strict water and fertil-
izer regimen to encourage good 
root growth but not too much top 
growth, followed by applications of 
plant growth regulators if the plants 
get too tall and leggy. 

While growing this crop, the 
management of pests brings limita-
tions, and getting a full display of col-
orful bracts by market date requires 
curtains to blackout all light every 
night. Poinsettia growing require-
ments must be tended to daily for 
several weeks for a colorful crop. 

The ideal plant is short and has 
large colorful bracts. Bracts are the 
showy colored parts of poinsettias 
often referred to as flowers but are 
actually modified leaves. It would 
seem that after so much fuss dur-
ing the growing process, the care 
of these plants would be difficult. 

However, a few easy tips on what 
not to do with your holiday trea-
sure can have your plant flourishing 
throughout the holiday season.
• Don’t buy poinsettias with 

opened flowers. The small, yel-
low flowers located in the center 
of the bracts should still be tightly 
closed when purchasing. 

• Do not put poinsettias in direct 
sunlight. They will stay fresher 
with a few hours of indirect light 
each day. 

• Do not place plants near heat-
ing vents or doors. Poinsettias 
stay the freshest in a cool room, 
away from drafts. Temperatures 
should be no lower than 55 F and 
no higher than 70 F. The ideal 

temperature to keep these plants 
healthy and vibrant is 65 F.

• Only water poinsettias when dry. 
Allow plants to dry out between 
watering. If there is any weight 
when you pick up the container, 
wait another day to water, but 
do not let the soil recede from 
the side of the plants. Both insuf-
ficient and too much water will 
cause the lower leaves to yellow 
and drop. Never allow plants to sit 
in saucers of water or foil wraps. 
Instead, opt for watering and 
draining in the kitchen sink or a 
bucket. 

• Do not expose poinsettias to cold 
temperatures. Most greenhouses/
garden centers wrap poinsettias 
for transport outside. Do not leave 
poinsettias in your car or outside 
for prolonged periods. Sudden 
temperature fluctuations will 
cause them to drop their leaves. 

• Do not expect to keep them as 
houseplants after the holidays. 
Although some do and are very 
successful, the strict growing 
requirements can make it a dif-
ficult task for the plant enthusi-
ast. The typical holiday poinsettia 
lasts about eight weeks. Elect to 
keep other holiday favorites like 
Christmas cactus, Kalanchoe and 
amaryllis bulbs that can make 
interesting house plants. 

• Do not be afraid that poinset-
tias are toxic to your animals. 
Although care should be taken to 
prevent ingestion, poinsettias are 
only considered mildly toxic, and 
serious complications are rare. 

• Do not be afraid of colors that are 
not red. Try something new this 
year and appreciate the beauty 
and variation of these  
holiday plants! 

Kelly Allsup is a horticulture 
educator with the University 
of Illinois Extension serving 
Livingston, McLean and 
Woodford counties. She is 
a Master Gardener, Master 
Naturalist and has a passion 
for ecological gardening.
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TIMI’S TOURS SERVICES THE FOLLOWING AIRPORTS:
Chicago, IL - O’Hare or Midway

St. Louis, MO - Lambert International Airport
Indianapolis, IN - Indianapolis International Airport

Champaign, IL - Willard Airport
Springfi eld, IL - Abraham Lincoln Capital Airport

Peoria, IL - General Wayne A. Downing Peoria International Airport 
Bloomington, IL - Central Illinois Regional Airport

Decatur, IL - Decatur Airport

Services Offered
• Couples who book Timi’s Tours Transportation for their special day benefi t from an assort-

ment  of services.

• Our modern fl eet is professionally maintained by  manufacturer certifi ed mechanics to ensure  
optimum reliability.

• Every motorcoach driver at Timi’s Tours Transportation is subject to thorough background and 
driving record checks, as well as drug testing. Before every departure, coaches and drivers are 
required to be inspected before they are deemed fi t for duty.

• Our passenger’s safety is paramount at Timi’s Tours Transportation!

Headed to the Airport Soon?
Need a wedding shuttle, family reunion, girls day out wine trip 
or any other activity? Let Timi’s Tours Take you there! Relax in 
our modern luxurious vehicles and let the worries of parking, 
luggage, and traffi c melt away while you ride in comfort.  Pric-
ing and information available at:
www.timistours.com

DEFINING LUXURY TRANSPORTATION

1-800-682-8214 
www.TimisTours.com

Jack@TimisTours.com

Luxury Motor 
Coach

Mid-Size
Limo Coach

Lincoln Navigator
L Reserve

Executive Mercedes
Sprinter

About Us
A full-service wedding 
transportation company in Central 
Illinois, Timi’s Tours Transportation  specializes 
in customized luxury motor coaches.  Family owned and 
operated, this company has been  a dependable part of the Illinois 
wedding industry since 2006. The ideal one-stop shop for all your 
wedding day transportation needs, Timi’s Tours is the perfect choice for 
traveling in style on your big day!

Timi’s Tours Transportation is Proud to be industry 
accredited by UMA, ABA, & IATA



By Colten Bradford



Hardy’s Reindeer Ranch
What started out as a market-

ing e� ort 25 years ago for a small 
Christmas tree farm outside 
of Rantoul has turned into an 
a� raction. Hardy’s Reindeer 
Ranch is home to a herd of 
18 reindeer that bring thousands of 
tourists every year from all over the 
nation. 

“I was a city girl with a market-
ing background when I married 
him,” Julie Hardy says, who owns 
Hardy’s Reindeer Ranch with hus-
band Mark. “He knew he wanted 
to sell Christmas trees, but didn’t 
know anything about marketing. I 
didn’t know anything about living 
in the country or Christmas trees, 
so it was a match made in heaven. 
It was just an idea that if we got 
reindeer, it would a� ract people 
to come to our farm, and it did 10 
times more than we ever expected.”

� eir � rst pair of reindeer came 
from a farm in Michigan, and later 
they lived on a reindeer farm in Alaska 
for a week. It was there they pur-
chased a herd of 13 reindeer and � ew 
them to Illinois. “� ere’s not many 
reindeer raised in the lower 48 states,” 
Julie says. “We sort of pioneered rein-
deer farming because not many folks 
do it.” What works in Alaska doesn’t 
necessarily work in Illinois. 

In Alaska, a reindeer’s diet 
would be moss and lichen. 

“� at would be what they nor-
mally eat on the tundra,” Julie 
explains. “I do not have moss and 
lichen, so we have a simulated diet 

for reindeer here. It has taken a 
while to get the balance right with 
the � ber and minerals.”

Additionally, she says there 
are di� erent diseases and para-
sites in Illinois than there are 
in Alaska. If a reindeer dies, 
the Hardys make sure there is 

a thorough examination in hopes 
of preventing it from happening 
again. “It has been a labor of love,” 
Julie says. 

� e Hardys work closely with 
the University of Illinois’ veterinary 
program. “� ey actually use us as a 
teaching instrument for the students 
because reindeer are exotic ani-
mals,” she explains. “Over the years, 
I learned from the U of I, and they 
learned from me.” 

Once a year, U of I veterinary stu-
dents give the herd vaccinations and 
“pedicures.” “We have to prune their 
big hooves because they get these 

W H I L E  C E N T R A L  I L L I N O I S  M AY  not be home to the most famous reindeer of all, it is home 
to Vixen and Blitzen, as well as other reindeer you may not have heard of including Shazam, 
Hallelujah, Sugar Plum, Snowball and Griswold.

“You don’t know how many adults think reindeer are � ctional,” says Julie Hardy of Hardy’s 
Reindeer Ranch. “� ey’re domesticated caribou … they do exist.”

“� ere is truly no bigger thrill in the world than seeing a person, big, small and anything in 
between, meet a reindeer for the � rst time,” says Tracy Snowman of Snowman’s Reindeer Farm. 
“To see their reaction, I never would have dreamed how much fun that is.”

Julie Hardy of Hardy’s 
Reindeer Ranch shows 
visitors on the reindeer tour 
how to give a reindeer a kiss 
using graham crackers.
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great big feet that make good snow-
shoes,” Julie says.

She recalls a snow dri�  that 
blew up to the tip of the fence and 
the whole herd walked up and out. 
“Guess how I got them back … 
graham crackers,” Julie says with 
a laugh. “All I have to do is ra� le 
a package of graham crackers and 
they come running. � ey’re just like 
pets … they’re like big babies.”

� ese “babies” start ge� ing 
familiarized with people at birth. 
“Some people will treat them like 
livestock and halter break them, 
but I train them with love,” Julie 
explains. “I pick them up the � rst 
day they’re born and give them 
their birthday hug, and from that 
point on I spend so much time with 
them. If they want a treat, they’ll 
have to kiss me for it.”

She says visitors are o� en sur-
prised by how friendly the reindeer 
are. “I’m going to pat myself on the 

back for  that,” Julie says. “Some are 
more friendly than others, but I cre-
ated monsters out there. � ey’re 
just obnoxiously friendly.”

Ever wonder how to train a rein-
deer? Julie explains that it is with lots 
of treats, and reindeer love the afore-
mentioned graham crackers. Another 
fun fact, reindeer predict snowfall. 
“� ey know a snow is coming,” she 
says. “� ey do a reindeer dance, 
and it is the goo� est looking thing. 
� ey’ve got this sideways gallop they 
will do an hour before the � rst snow-
fall. � ey get so excited. � ey predict 
the weather for me.”

Starting November, all hooves 
are on deck. “At Christmastime, 
reindeer tours are more than we can 
handle,” Julie says. Reindeer tours 
are 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Tickets are 
purchased upon arrival, and tours 
are � rst come, � rst served. She rec-
ommends visitors come during the 
week. “Weekdays are so much nicer 

to enjoy a reindeer tour. Weekends, 
there’s huge numbers of people. 
Come weekdays to get a much 
more personal experience.” 

Julie says this fall has been 
o�  the charts being almost twice 
as busy as normal. Because of 
COVID-19, she says visitors feel a 
li� le safer because almost all activi-
ties are outdoors. In addition to 
the reindeer tour, Hardy’s Reindeer 
Ranch also o� ers hayrides, pedal 
race carts and paintball. � ere’s 
food available on weekends and, 
in the fall, there’s always an intri-
cate corn maze. Of course, there are 
Christmas trees for sale.

“I can’t stress enough how 
delighted the whole family will be 
with the reindeer tour,” Julie says. 
“Everybody thinks this is a kiddie 
a� raction, but it’s not just for kids. 
Adults enjoy this more so for the 
educational part. … I think it does 
amaze people.” 

During the reindeer tour 
at Hardy’s Reindeer Ranch, 
participants get a chance to 
get up close to the resident 
reindeer and learn more 
about them.
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Snowman’s Reindeer Farm
Sco�  and Tracy Snowman, 

yes that’s their real name, say visi-
tors o� entimes describe 
Snowman’s Reindeer Farm 
as being in a Hallmark 
movie. “All the lights are on, 
and you’ve got the hustle of 
people,” Sco�  says. “People 
are walking around with their hot 
cocoa and cookies,” Tracy adds. 

Located outside of Canton on 
Spoon River Electric Cooperative 
lines, Snowman’s Reindeer Farm 
� rst opened in 2015. It started with 
an exhibit in their a� ached garage 
and two reindeer.  “We thought 
nobody was going to come,” Tracy 
says. “We’re out here in the middle 
of nowhere, but the � rst weekend 
we were opened, people were lined 
up to the road.”

“� is vision has grown,” Sco�  
adds. “It started as a hobby, and it 
still is. A lot of people don’t real-
ize this is our home. We wanted a 
quaint li� le village.”

“We started out just the two 
of us and our kids helping,” Tracy 
says. “Now we have 25 employ-
ees. It has grown to a point that 
we can’t handle it just the two of 
us. � at’s a good problem. We can 
be an employer, we can be part of 

our community, and we’re bringing 
tourism into Fulton County.”

� e idea to bring reindeer 
to their farm started when the 
Snowmans were writing and illus-
trating their � rst children’s book, 
“’Twas the Night Before a Green 
Christmas,” a reimagined version 
of the classic story with an envi-
ronmental twist. While illustrat-
ing Santa’s reindeer, they ran into a 
problem – they couldn’t � nd good 
resource material. 

“We kept thinking, where can we 
� nd some reindeer so we can take 
pictures?” Tracy says. “� at was the 
point where Sco�  said, ‘Well if we 
had our own reindeer, this would 
not be a problem.’ … I thought 
‘You’ve got to be kidding me. � at is 
the craziest thing I’ve ever heard.’”

“Well our last name is 
Snowman. I think we should have 
reindeer!” Sco�  says with a laugh.

“He hit me in my weak spot,” 
Tracy recalls. “My weak spot is 

babies. He took me to see a li� le 
herd of baby reindeer, and I admit 
the argument was over the second I 

saw them.”
� e Snowmans currently 

have eight reindeer, including 
three babies recently � own 
in from Fairbanks, Alaska in 

the beginning of November. � ese 
reindeer will be separated from the 
original herd of � ve, which is a strat-
egy many reindeer owners use for 
disease control. 

With these new reindeer will 
come a new educational exhibit 
featuring Inuit people. “� ese are 
some of the � rst people that used 
reindeer as part of their culture. 
We’re trying to educate and help 
others learn about indigenous peo-
ple,” Tracy explains. 

A big component to the farm 
is education. � at makes sense 
because both Sco�  and Tracy are 
retired art teachers with 67 years of 
combined experience. “And we’re 
still teaching,” Sco�  adds. 

“We’ve owned a family farm 
since 1986 and raised all kinds 
of livestock,” Tracy says. “We’ve 
farmed a long time and we’ve 
taught art a long time. � is venture 
pulls all that together. It keeps our 
creative side moving.”

Snowman’s Reindeer 
Farm owners Scott and 
Tracy Snowman pose with 
Mistletoe. She and her mate 
Snowball, pictured right, have 
two babies at the farm, Sugar 
Plum and Griswold.



LET’S GO

HARDY’S REINDEER RANCH

1356 County Rd 2900 N
Rantoul, IL 61866
Website: reindeerranch.com
Phone: 217-893-3407
Hours:
Open daily in December
10 a.m. to 7 p.m.
Reindeer tours are 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Arrive by 4 p.m. to ensure a spot on 
the tour.
Admission: No gate admission or 
reservations. Purchase tickets for 
activities upon arrival.
*Face masks required indoors and if 
unable to social distance outdoors

SNOWMAN’S REINDEER FARM

25599 East Middle Lake Rd
Canton, IL 61520
Website: snowmansreindeer.com
Phone: 309-647-0569
Admission: Online reservations 
only for 2020. Go to website for 
reservations. Open through
Christmas Eve. 
*Face masks required

Each animal is showcased in its own way, 
and there’s information and learning material 
inside the visitor’s center. “We both maintained 
our K-12 certi� cations,” Tracy says. “� at’s what 
makes us di� erent than other places because this 
is all based around education.”

“We spend a lot of time learning about the 
animals, and that’s a critical part of managing 
any farm,” Sco�  says. “You must understand 
the environment, the nutrition and the medical 
side of how to care for the animals. Reindeer are 
the most complex farm animals you could own. 
� ey are susceptible to parasites, and they’re 
good at hiding and masking symptoms since 
they are a prey animal.”

Each reindeer has a microchip implant so the 
Snowmans can easily check temperature and 
look out for and prevent health problems.  

“We are lucky to have our veterinarians. If we 
had a problem, they’d be here within a half hour 
at the latest,” Sco�  says. “� ey’ve learned right 
along with us,” Tracy adds. “We couldn’t do what 
we do without our vet and our sta� .”

Tracy says Sco�  is the only person she knows 
who has given mouth-to-mouth resuscitation to 
a reindeer. “Our Sugar Plum’s blood sugar plum-
meted, and she passed out and stopped breath-
ing. He gave her mouth-to-mouth. � is venture 
is not for the faint of heart.”

In the past, visitors were allowed to feed and 
pet the reindeer. Because of COVID-19, this year 
is a li� le di� erent. � ere will be no feeding, but 
visitors can still pet behind the antlers. 

“We don’t force our animals to do any-
thing they don’t want to do,” Tracy explains. 
“If our animals come up and want to interact, 
visitors can reach out and touch an antler. We 
won’t grab an animal and drag them over to 
be touched.”

Snowman’s Reindeer Farm has always had 
a biosecurity check before entering, which 
includes sanitizing hands and shoes. � is year, 
they are requiring face masks and social distanc-
ing for all visitors and employees.  

“We worked hard this year to prepare,” Tracy 
says. “We are following the CDC (Centers 
for Disease Control and Prevention) and the 
Illinois Department of Public Health guidelines 
to the le� er.”

“We’ve always used hand sanitizer,” Sco�  
adds. “We have step baths to come in, so every-
body walks through that before coming onto 
the property.” 

Additionally, visitors must order tickets 
ahead of time for a staggered entry to control 
the capacity and allow for social distancing. In 
addition to the reindeer, visitors can play holi-
day-themed games, take advantage of the many 
photo opportunities, visit the mini donkeys, visit 
Santa and much more. 

“Why in the world would people come here 
in the middle of nowhere?” Tracy asks. “I think 
the answer to that is simple. I think people are 
craving simplicity. … � ere is something di� er-
ent about reindeer that has this calming e� ect on 
people. People just instantly fall for them.” 

Cocoa is one of three 
new additions to 
Snowman's Reindeer 
Farm recently � own 
in from Alaska.
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HOLIDAY COOKIE CONTEST 
C O O K I E S  A N D  T H E  H O L I DAYS just seem to go together! Our contest proved 
to be very popular with well over 200 entries received. A favorite of 
young and old alike, cookies appeal to the Cookie Monster in all of us. 
 It was a di�  cult decision narrowing down the choices and the ultimate 
winners. Judges commented that the cookies in � rst, second and third 
places “tasted like Christmas.” First place goes to the Peppermint Mocha 
Cookies submi� ed by Julia Herschberger. Judges loved the combination 
of chocolate, co� ee and mint making it the clear winner. � e Stroopwafels
submi� ed by Rachel Peterson and Gingerbread Macarons from Isabel 
Talamantes contain the warm winter spices appreciated by all. 
 Enjoy the eight recipes included in these pages and be sure to go to 
icl.coop/cookiecontest to check out all submissions. You just may � nd 
some new recipes for your Cookie Monsters.
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FIRST PLACE

Peppermint Mocha Cookies
Submi� ed by: Julia Herschberger, Coles-Moultrie Electric Cooperative
Makes 2 dozen

1/2 cup butter, softened
1/2 cup granulated sugar
1/2 cup light brown sugar

1 egg
1 teaspoon vanilla
1 cup all-purpose � our

1/2 cup plus 2 tablespoons 
unsweetened cocoa powder

1  teaspoon baking soda
1 tablespoon instant coffee

1/8 teaspoon salt
1 cup semi-sweet chocolate 

chips
8 ounces white chocolate
3 candy canes, crushed

Preheat oven to 350 F. In large mixing bowl, beat butter, sugars and egg. 
Add vanilla and dry ingredients. Dough will be thick and stiff. Stir in choco-
late chips. Drop by tablespoons onto parchment paper covered baking 
sheet. Bake for 9 minutes. Cookies will look very soft in center. Cool for 5 
minutes before removing from pan. Melt white chocolate. Make sure choco-
late chips in cookies are hardened before dipping cookies in white chocolate. 
Dip cookies halfway into chocolate and place on waxed paper. Sprinkle with 
crushed candy canes on top of white chocolate. Place in fridge to harden. 

Note: They look and taste delightful!

SECOND PLACE

Stroopwafels
Submi� ed by: Rachel Peterson, Corn Belt Energy Corporation
Makes 2 dozen sandwich cookies

2 cups all-purpose � our
1 tablespoon baking powder
2 teaspoons ground cinnamon
3 eggs

3/4 cup sugar
1/3 cup butter, melted and cooled

1-1/2 teaspoons vanilla

Caramel � lling:
1/2 cup butter

1 cup plus 2 tablespoons 
light brown sugar

2/3 cup sweetened 
condensed milk

1/2 cup light corn syrup
1/2 teaspoon vanilla

Combine � our, baking powder and cinnamon and set aside. In medium mixing 
bowl, beat eggs with electric mixer on high until thick and lemon colored. 
Gradually beat in sugar. Beat in butter and vanilla. Add � our mixture and mix 
until combined. Heat an electric mini pizzelle iron (3-inch diameter). Place 
a slightly rounded teaspoon of batter in center of grid, close lid and bake 
according to manufacturer’s directions (or to a light brown color, the darker 
they are, the crispier). Place on a paper towel or cooling rack and complete 
all cookies. To make caramel � lling: Line a loaf pan with foil and lightly 
spray. Set aside. In heavy saucepan, melt butter over low heat. Add brown 
sugar, sweetened condensed milk and corn syrup. Mix well, cook and stir 
over medium-high heat until mixture boils. Clip a candy thermometer to side 
of pan, reduce heat to medium, and continue to boil at a steady rate, stir-
ring frequently until it reaches 234 F, or soft ball stage. Remove from heat 
and remove thermometer. Stir in vanilla. Carefully put a layer of caramel 
between two cookies. Repeat until each pair of cookies have been sandwiched 
together. Pour remaining caramel in loaf pan. When � rm, cut into squares, 
wrap and refrigerate. Tip: sometimes I make a double batch of the cookies 
to use more caramel. Editor’s note: a regular size pizzelle iron was used.

Note: This is my favorite cookie because it brings back memories of time I 
spent with my grandparents. They were from the Netherlands and my grand-
mother (Oma) always served these cookies with tea or coffee in the afternoon. 
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THIRD PLACE

Gingerbread Macarons
Submi� ed by: Isabel Talamantes, 
Norris Electric Cooperative
Makes 2 dozen
Gingerbread shells:
 1/2 cup plus 1-1/2 

tablespoons 
almond � our (65g)

 1/2 cup powdered 
sugar (50g)

 1/2 cup granulated 
sugar (50g)

 2 egg whites from 
large eggs (53g)

 1/2 teaspoon ground 
ginger

 1/4 teaspoon ground 
cinnamon

 1/8 teaspoon ground 
nutmeg

 1/8 teaspoon ground 
cloves

  Pinch of kosher 
salt

White chocolate
buttercream � lling:
 3/4 cup white 

chocolate chips, 
melted

 1/2 cup butter, room 
temperature

 2-1/4 cups powdered 
sugar

 2-3 tablespoons heavy 
whipping cream

 1 teaspoon vanilla

Using a food processor, blend almond � our, powdered 
sugar, spices and salt together and then sift into a 
medium bowl. In large bowl, beat egg whites on medium 
speed until frothy. Slowly pour in granulated sugar until 
incorporated. Beat on medium-high speed until the 
meringue is thick, glossy and forms stiff peaks. Add 1/3 
of dry ingredient mixture to meringue and fold in until 
combined. Use the spatula to go underneath the mixture 
and then around to fold on the top, pressing out some 
of the air. Repeat process 2 more times to incorporate 
rest of dry ingredients. The mixture should be thick 
and � ow slowly; reincorporating into the batter within 
10 seconds when dropped from the spatula. Transfer 
to a pastry bag. Line a baking sheet with parchment 
paper or silicone baking mat. Pipe out an even amount 
of circles 1-2 inches in diameter and spaced 1.5 inches 
apart. Pick the pan up and lightly drop it on the counter 
2-3 times to get rid of air bubbles trapped in batter. Let 
batter dry, uncovered, at room temperature until the 
tops are dull and no longer sticky (1-2 hours). Preheat 
oven to 300 F. Bake macarons on center rack for 14 
minutes. If the tops of the shells jiggle a little, they are 
done. Cool on baking sheet for 10 minutes, then trans-
fer to the counter on parchment paper and match up 
similar sized shells. For � lling, melt white chocolate 
and set aside for 1-2 minutes to cool. Cream softened 
butter with a mixer on medium speed, gradually adding 
powdered sugar until combined. Add vanilla and heavy 
cream (1 tablespoon at a time) until � lling is smooth. Add 
cooled chocolate and beat on slow speed until combined. 
Mix for 3-4 minutes until � uffy. If � lling is too thick, 
add a little more cream; if too thin add more powdered 
sugar. Spread � lling on shells and top with another shell 
to make a sandwich cookie. For best results, store in 
airtight container in refrigerator 24 hours before serving. 

Note: I learned to make macarons with my mom 
after we tried them for the � rst time while on vacation. 
They are delicious and � avorful. This recipe tastes 
like Christmas!
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German Chocolate Cake Cookies
Submi� ed by: Chelsea Jennings, Eastern Illini Electric Cooperative
Makes 4 dozen
 2 sticks butter, softened
 1 cup light brown sugar
 1 cup granulated sugar
 2 teaspoons vanilla
 2 large eggs, beaten
 2-1/4 cups all-purpose � our
 1/2 cup unsweetened cocoa 

powder
 1 teaspoon baking soda
  Pinch of salt

Frosting:
 1 cup evaporated milk
 1 cup sugar
 3 egg yolks
 1/2 cup butter, softened
 1 teaspoon vanilla
 1-1/3 cups sweetened shredded 

coconut
 1 cup pecans, chopped
 1/4 cup chocolate chips, melted

Preheat oven to 375 F. Line baking sheet with parchment paper. 
Using a stand mixer, blend butter, brown sugar, white sugar, vanilla 
and eggs. In a medium bowl, stir together � our, cocoa, baking soda 
and salt. Gradually add � our mixture to butter mixture and blend until 
combined. Drop by tablespoons onto prepared baking sheets and 
bake 8-10 minutes. Cool on wire rack. For frosting, in large sauce-
pan place evaporated milk, sugar, egg yolks, butter and vanilla over 
medium heat. Stir to combine and continue to stir until thickened, about 
11-12 minutes. Once thickened, remove from heat and add coconut and 
pecans. Beat until thick enough to spread. Spread frosting over tops of 
cooled cookies. Drizzle melted chocolate over top of frosting. Enjoy!

Note: German chocolate cake has been a family favorite for as 
long as I can remember. This past Christmas, I decided to try 
out this recipe for my kids as an easier, less messy version of 
German chocolate cake. It was a hit! Everyone in the family loved 
them. They will be a Christmastime staple from now on. 

Fudge Puddles
Submi� ed by: Patricia Mahoney, Menard Electric Cooperative
Makes 48
 1/2 cup butter, softened
 1/2 cup creamy peanut butter
 1/2 cup granulated sugar
 1/2 cup light brown sugar
 1 egg
 1/2 teaspoon vanilla
 1-1/4 cups all-purpose � our
 3/4 teaspoon baking soda
 1/2 teaspoon salt

Fudge � lling:
 1 cup (6 ounces) milk 

chocolate chips
 1 cup (6 ounces) semi-sweet 

chocolate chips
 1 can (14 ounces) sweetened 

condensed milk
 1 teaspoon vanilla
  Chopped peanuts

In mixing bowl, cream butter, peanut butter and sugars; add egg and 
vanilla. Stir together � our, baking soda and salt; add to creamed mixture. 
Mix well. Chill for 1 hour. Preheat oven to 325 F. Shape dough into 48 
balls, 1-inch each. Place in lightly greased mini mu�  n tins. Bake for 
14-16 minutes or until lightly browned. Remove from oven and imme-
diately make “wells” in the center of each by lightly pressing with a 
melon baller. Cool in pans for 5 minutes, then carefully remove to wire 
racks. For � lling: melt chocolate chips in double boiler over simmer-
ing water. Stir in milk and vanilla; mix well. Using a small pitcher or 
pastry bag, � ll each cooled shell with � lling. Sprinkle with peanuts. 

Note: I have made these for years at Christmas and my family
just loves them. 
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Cranberry and Pecan Shortbread
Submi� ed by: Jayne Addison, Coles-Moultrie Electric Cooperative
Makes 2 dozen

1 cup butter, softened
 3/4 cup granulated sugar
 2 tablespoons milk
 1-1/4 teaspoons vanilla
 2-1/2 cups all-purpose � our

 1/2 teaspoon salt
 3/4 cup dried cranberries, chopped
 1/2 cup pecans, chopped
 2 tablespoons orange zest = 1 

orange

Cream butter and sugar. Add milk and vanilla, mix. Add � our and salt, mix. 
Fold in cranberries, pecans and orange zest. Shape dough into log, roll in 
plastic wrap or waxed paper. Chill 1 hour or until � rm. Preheat oven to 375 F. 
Remove paper, slice into 1/2-inch slices. Bake 10-13 minutes or until lightly
browned on bottom. 

Note: The light and citrusy � avor of cranberries, orange zest and pecans make
this festive shortbread cookie brighten up the holiday season. My 90-year-old 
uncle requests these cookies every year. 

Frosted Apricot Cookies
Submi� ed by: Ellen Colbrook, Shelby Electric Cooperative
Makes 3-1/2 dozen
 1/2 cup butter, softened
 1   3-ounce package cream 

cheese, softened
 1-1/4 cups all-purpose � our
 1/4 cup sugar
 1 teaspoon baking powder

 1/2 cup apricot preserves
 1/2 cup pecans, chopped
Apricot Frosting:
 1 cup powdered sugar, sifted
 1 tablespoon butter, softened
 1/4 cup apricot preserves

Preheat oven to 350 F. Combine butter and cream cheese, beating until 
smooth. Combine � our, sugar and baking powder; stir into creamed mixture. 
Add apricot preserves and chopped pecans, mixing well. Drop by tablespoon-
fuls onto greased cookie sheet or use parchment paper to line the cookie 
sheets. Bake for 12-15 minutes. Cool slightly on wire racks. To make frosting, 
combine all ingredients and beat until smooth. Frost cookies while warm. 

Note: This is a soft and light cookie, and you can’t eat just one! I entered it in 
the 2019 Christian County Fair Cookie Bake and received a � rst-place ribbon.

Cherry & Pistachio Polvorones
Submi� ed by: Janice McNeely, Illinois Electric Cooperative
Makes approximately 80
 2 cups (4 sticks) unsalted butter, 

room temperature
 1 cup powdered sugar plus 1-1/4 

cups for coating
 2 tablespoons pure vanilla extract
 1 teaspoon salt

 1 cup shelled unsalted pistachios, 
about 4 ounces, chopped

 1 cup dried tart cherries or dried 
cranberries

 3-1/3 cups cake � our, sifted
 1-2/3 cups all-purpose � our, sifted

Preheat oven to 350 F. Line 3 baking sheets with parchment paper. Using an elec-
tric mixer, beat butter and 1 cup powdered sugar in large bowl until light and � uffy. 
Mix in vanilla and salt, then pistachios and cherries. Stir in � ours, do not overmix. 
Working with one baking sheet at a time, shape dough into tablespoon sized balls 
and place on prepared sheet, spacing 1 inch apart. Bake until bottoms just begin to 
turn golden brown, 15-16 minutes. Let cool on sheet 10 minutes. Repeat with remain-
ing dough. Meanwhile, place remaining powdered sugar in medium bowl. Working 
with 5 or 6 warm cookies at a time, gently coat in sugar. Transfer cookies to a 
piece of parchment paper to cool completely. Repeat with remaining cookies. 
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NMN Club
By  Valerie Cheatham

I N  T H E  S O U T H E AS T  I L L I N O I S  town of Flora 
sits a restaurant that customers come far 
and wide for its food and friendly sta� . � e 
building might not catch your eye, but the 
food will – just ask a local. 

Called the NMN Club, it originally 
opened in 1994 as a private club. Owner 
Bill Wiley named it the NMN Club for 
No More Nicotine. Current owner Paula 
Huey says the name was ironic because 
everyone still smoked but Wiley would 
not sell tobacco. 

In 1996, Paula began waiting tables and 
bartending at the club and, other than a few 
years o� , she has been there ever since. She 
and husband David purchased the estab-
lishment in 2012. By that time, she had 
learned every component of the business 
from working there and spending time in 
the front and back of the house cooking, 
washing dishes, expediting orders, etc. 

� e restaurant/bar is still a club. 
Members pay $40 per year which covers
the member and their spouse or sig-
ni� cant other. Members number more 
than 600 and include folks from Florida, 
Colorado and Chicago as well as the 
local area, including Indiana. 

“In the fall, we usually do a free mem-
ber feed,” says Paula. “We also do a big 
Christmas bash and give away about 
$1,000 but we are still � guring out this 
year with everything [COVID] that is 
happening. We are looking for di� erent 
ways to give back to our members.”

NMN Club is not a members-only 
club; everyone is welcome to have lunch, 
dinner or enjoy the bar. “We’ve got really 
good people. Our customers and mem-
bers are wonderful,” she says. “It’s tough 
out right now and they’ve supported us 
through these past several months. People 
came in and bought gi�  certi� cates and we 
did a lot of carryout. As long as the state 
doesn’t shut us down again, we’ll be okay.”

Lunchtime can be busy, especially on 
� ursday and Friday. Lunch is served from 
11 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. Tuesday through Friday 
and again on Sunday. NMN Club is known 
for its hamburgers, cheeseburgers, sand-
wiches, salads and wraps. You can order the 
chicken bacon swiss wrap for $8.95 or a 
6-ounce ribeye steak sandwich for $11.50. 
Lunch prices vary from $6.50-$11.50.

Salads are generous and include chef 
salad, grilled chicken salad, spinach salad 

PrairieTABLEPrairieTABLE

Owners Paula and Dave Huey



LET’S EAT!
NMN Club
800 N. Olive St., Flora, IL 
618-662-4665
www.nmnclub.com

CURRENT HOURS

Closed Mondays

LUNCH:

Tues.-Sun. 11 a.m.-1:30 p.m.

DINNER:

Tues.-Thurs. 5:30-8 p.m.
Fri.-Sat. 5:30-9 p.m.

REGULAR CLUB 
HOURS:

11 a.m.-1 a.m.
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and a Waldorf salad. The Waldorf salad includes 
grilled chicken, apples, walnuts and grapes served 
on a bed of lettuce with a raspberry vinaigrette. 

Lunch specials are offered daily and 
announced on the NMN Club Facebook page. 
Recent specials included a loaded baked potato 
and salad, vegetable soup and grilled cheese, 
beef Manhattan, prime rib hoagies, and chicken 
and noodles. 

On Sundays, it offers home cooking for the 
church crowd, which is typical of a Sunday dinner 
at home. Items such as meatloaf, roast pork or tur-
key and dressing, beef stew, or Salisbury steak are 
always on the menu. 

In the evenings, dinner is served Tuesday 
through Thursday from 5:30-8 p.m. and on Friday 
and Saturday from 5:30-9 p.m. The menu on 
Fridays and Saturdays is smaller but more upscale 
including prime rib, salmon, ribeye steaks, shrimp 
and porkchops. A 14-ounce prime rib or grilled 
ribeye with two sides is a reasonable $22.95. 

On occasion, Paula will add items customers 
have requested. “There’s nowhere here in town 
that diversifies and offers different things,” she 
explains. “So that’s one of our calling cards. If 
somebody asks for something, I try to accommo-
date. My daughter helps me a lot and she came 
up with fish tacos, and people love them. I also 
started doing an Asian plate and gyros.”

On Tuesday and Thursday nights, food with 
a theme is offered. On a recent Tuesday, the 
menu included pub food – hot wings, loaded 
fries, fried portabella mushrooms and pretzel 
sticks with beer cheese. An all-you-can-eat catfish 
buffet with slaw, baked beans, potato salad, hash 
brown casserole and hush puppies was a big hit on 
Thursday evening. 

Paula is particular about the food she puts out. 
“One night we had prime rib, and I don’t know 
what happened. I buy only the best meat, but this 
was a bad cut. It was tough so I wouldn’t serve it. 
You have to monitor what you’re serving and keep 
on top of that.

“I do my own prime rib from a ribeye loin, it’s 
not prefab. None of my meat is prefab. We smoke 
the porkchops and ribs, make our own hamburger 
patties, and pound and bread our pork tenderloins.”

Friday nights are busy and, with COVID-19 
restrictions limiting the number of customers, 
reservations are highly suggested. Paula says folks 
can’t expect to walk in with a group and expect to 
get seated right away, but she is happy to accom-
modate if she knows you are coming. 

If you’re in the area or want to take a road trip, 
head to Flora, but don’t forget to call Paula and let 
her know you’re coming. 

Waldorf Salad

Bacon Cheeseburger

Sweet Turkey Club



A second life for holiday trees
D O  YO U  H AV E  A  real Christmas tree? 
Once the holiday is over, what will 
you do with it? If you live in town, 
you can put it out for pick up, but it 
will likely never have a useful pur-
pose again. However, if you live in 
a rural area, there are options that 
will provide a secondary use for it. 

University of Illinois Extension 
specialists say people who maintain 
bird feeders can help winter birds 
by creating a small windbreak with 
a single tree. Put the old Christmas 
tree on the northwest side of bird 
feeders that are exposed to the wind. 
The tree will provide protection for 
the birds and also help keep bird-
seed from blowing away. However, 
don’t place the tree too close to the 
feeder. You don’t want it to become 
a hiding place for predators like the 
neighborhood cat.

Another option is to place your 
tree in the backyard, anchor it with 
a steel fencepost, and then decorate 

it as a food source for wildlife. This 
can lengthen your family’s enjoy-
ment of the tree and attract an 
assortment of birds, chipmunks and 
squirrels to your yard. Strung pop-
corn and/or cranberries, pinecones 
smeared with peanut and sunflower 
seeds, apple rings and orange slices 
can be placed on it as a wildlife 
food source.

For farm ponds, Christmas trees 
can be connected by cable and 
anchored to concrete blocks and 
placed in 8 to 10 feet of water. The 
trees serve as places where small fish 
can hide from larger predator species. 

Christmas trees also make excel-
lent material to construct brush 
piles to provide cover for a variety 
of wildlife. Some good locations for 
brush piles in rural areas are near 
field borders and woodland areas. 
An ideal brush pile is about 6 feet 
high and 15 to 20 feet in diameter. 
If the brush pile is smaller than that, 

predators can often get into them. If 
larger than what is recommended, it 
loses some of its effectiveness.

Another environmentally-sound 
way to dispose of your tree is to 
chip it up with a chipping machine 
to use as landscaping mulch. The 
mulch can be used in the garden or 
planting beds to help reduce weeds, 
moderate soil temperature and 
retain moisture. If you do not have 
a chipper, one can usually be rented 
from local equipment rental stores.

Never burn a Christmas tree in 
the fireplace! The dryness of the 
tree, along with resins in the nee-
dles, makes it extremely flammable. 
Even if you have an outside loca-
tion in a rural area, extreme caution 
must be taken if burning is used to 
dispose of it.

Curl up with a good book and 
a cup of cocoa and enjoy watching 
the wildlife. 

Duane Friend is an 
environmental steward-
ship and energy educa-
tor for the University 
of Illinois Extension 
Center in Jacksonville. 
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Before hanging holiday lights 
outside, look out for overhead 
power lines. Never throw 
light strands into trees near 
power lines.

Inspect all the lights you 
plan on using. Make sure the 
wires are in good condition
—not cracked, brittle, or 
frayed. The sockets should 
not be damaged, and no 
light bulbs should be missing. 

Check that all light strands 
are certified and rated for 
the conditions in which 
they’ll be used.  

Never string more than three 
strands of lights together unless 
the packaging says it is safe to 
do so. Overloaded cords or 
outlets could start a fire. 

Never tack or nail through a 
strand of lights. Do not place 
cords under rugs or in high 
traffic areas. 

Lighted and electrical outdoor 
decorations should be 
plugged into ground fault 
circuit interrupter (GFCI) 
protected outlets. 

Turn holiday lights off before 
going to sleep or leaving the 
house. A timer can help you 
do this.  

Get more safety tips at



Deck your halls with LED holiday 
light strands – they’re 70% more 

energy e�cient than the old 
incandescent bulbs.  

Save energy by setting a 
timer for outdoor lighting 

and decorations. 



WINDMILL Service
Paul’s

• Old Fashioned, Pumping Type
• New & Reconditioned Windmills
• Complete Installation & Repair 

 Service
• Specialize in Large Mills to Fill Ponds

217-897-6699
millfi xr1@aol.com

www.paulswindmillservice.com

Insulation. 4x8 sheets, foil-
backed foam. All  factory 
 seconds. www.nichols5.com.
Contact Ken Nichols, 
800-424-1256. 
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Deck your halls with LED holiday 
light strands – they’re 70% more 

energy e�cient than the old 
incandescent bulbs.  

Save energy by setting a 
timer for outdoor lighting 

and decorations. 

DIMENSION BUILDINGS
Best Buildings at the Best Price
For a Complete 30x50

Deluxe Pole Barn Package
CALL (618) 997-9568

www.dimensionbldgs.com
All Sizes Available        Marion, IL

$3,650only
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SUBMIT A PHOTO

Online: icl.coop/snapshots 
Email: cbradford@aiec.coop 
Mail:  Illinois Country Living  

Attn: Colten Bradford 
PO Box 3787  
Springfield IL 62708 

Rules: Please include high-quality 
digital files or an original we can 
scan. When submitting, include 
details about the photo, artist’s name 
and the co-op name. If you would 
like us to return your work, include 
a self-addressed, stamped envelope. 
We are not responsible for photos 
lost in the mail. We retain reprint and 
online rights.

Visit icl.coop/snapshots for full 
terms and conditions.

Red alert
1. KAY PATTERSON

Illinois Electric Cooperative

2. LARRY VENEZIA
Corn Belt Energy 
Corporation

3. JULIA VESTAL
Shelby Electric Cooperative

4. MARK ANGEL
Norris Electric Cooperative

5. JOHN LOVE
Corn Belt Energy 
Corporation

6. JUDY THOMPSON
Clinton County Electric 
Cooperative

UPCOMING THEMES
February – Horses
March – Fishing
April – Rainbows
May – Bugs

1

2 3

4

6

5
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and it isn’t just corn.
You may not realize it, but your home is sitting on a free and renewable supply of energy. A WaterFurnace 
geothermal comfort system taps into the stored solar energy in your own backyard to provide savings of up 
to 70% on heating, cooling and hot water. That’s money in the bank and a smart investment in your family’s 
comfort. Contact your local WaterFurnace dealer today to learn how to tap into your buried treasure.

visit us at waterfurnace.com
WaterFurnace is a registered trademark of WaterFurnace 
International, Inc. ©2020 WaterFurnace International, Inc.

*26% through 2020 and 22% through 2021 

WATERFURNACE UNITS QUALIFY FOR A 26% FEDERAL TAX CREDIT THROUGH 2020*

Damiansville
Toennies Service Co.
(618) 248-5130

Decatur
Design Air
(217) 423-4713

Delevan
Jeckel Plmb & Htg
(309) 244-8265

Gifford
Duden & Silver
(217) 568-7954

Goodfield
Hinrichsen Htg & A/C
(309) 965-2604

Macomb
Arnold Bros. Htg & Clg
(309) 833-2852

Marion
D & C Htg & Clg
(618) 997-6577

Parker Htg & Clg
(618) 357-8951

Paxton/Gibson City
Houston Plmb, 
Htg & A/C
(217) 379-2329

Springfield/Petersburg
Collins Plmb, Htg & Clg
(217) 793-8031

Thomasboro
Hoveln Htg & Clg
(217) 643-2125



Eye Doctor Helps
Legally Blind To See

High Technology For Low Vision Patients Allows Many To Drive Again

F
or many patients with 
 macular degeneration 
and other vision-related 
 conditions, the loss of  central 
visual detail also  signals 

the end to one of the last bastion of 
 independence:  driving. A Mascoutah 
 optometrist, Dr. Marianne McDaniel, 
is using  miniaturized telescopes that 
are mounted in glasses to help people 
who have lost vision from  macular 
 degeneration and other eye conditions.
 “Some of my patients consider me 
the last stop for people who have vision 
loss,” said Dr. Weingart, one of only a 
few doctors in the world who  specialize 
in fi tting bioptic telescopes to help those 
who have lost vision due to  macular 
degeneration, diabetic  retinopathy, and 
other debilitating eye diseases.
 Imagine a pair of glasses that can 
improve your vision enough to change 
your life. If you’re a low vision patient, 
you’ve probably not only imagined 
them, but have been searching for 
them. Bioptic telescopes may be the 
breakthrough in optical technology that 

will give you the independence you’ve 
been looking for. Patients with vision 
in the 20/200 range can many times be 
improved to 20/50 or better.
 Macular degeneration is the 
 leading cause of blindness and vision 
loss in people over 50. Despite this, 
most adults are not familiar with the 
 condition. As many as 25% of those 
over the age of 50 have some degree 
of macular degeneration. The macula 

reported that 56% of patients treated 
with a high-dose combination of vita-
mins experienced improved vision 
after six months.
 While age is the most signifi cant 
risk factor for developing the disease, 
heredity, smoking, cardiovascular 
 disease, and high blood pressure have 
also been identifi ed as risk factors.
 Macular degeneration accounts 
for 90% of new legal blindness in the 
U.S. While there is currently no cure, 
 promising research is being done on 
many fronts. “My job is to fi gure out 
everything and anything possible to 
keep a person functioning, especially 
driving,” says Dr. McDaniel.
 “Bioptic telescopes can cost over 
$2,000,” said Dr. McDaniel,  “especially 
if we build them with an automatic 
sunglass.”
 “The major benefi t of the bioptic 
telescope is that the lens  automatically 
focuses on whatever you’re  looking 
at,” said Dr. Weingart. “It’s like a 
self- focusing camera, but much more 
precise.”
 To learn more about  bioptic 
 telescopes or to schedule a 
 consul tation, give Dr. McDaniel or 
Dr. Weingart a call. You can also visit 
our websites.

www.mascoutaheyecare.com
1-618-566-8899

Offi  ce located in Mascoutah, Illinois

Marianne McDaniel, O.D.

www.FoxValleyLowVision.com
1-800-341-8498
Located in Oswego, IL

Ronald Weingart, O.D.

Illinois

A scene as it might be viewed by a person 
with age-related macular degeneration.
A scene as it might be viewed by a person 

is only one small part of the retina; 
however, it is the most sensitive and 
gives us sharp central vision. When 
it degenerates, macular  degeneration 
leaves a blind spot right in the  center 
of vision, making it diffi  cult or 
 impossible to recognize faces, read a 
book, or pass the driver’s vision test.
 Nine out of 10 people who have 
macular degeneration have the dry 
form. New research suggests vitamins 
can help. The British medical jour-
nal BMC Ophthalmology recently 
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